RESPONSE





QUESTION NO. CR-296





Referring to Mr. Bailey’s testimony, page 11, are there any other factor leading to higher outage duration results than CSW in addition to the ones listed on lines 3-8.





RESPONSE NO. CR-296





No detailed analysis has been done comparing CSW and AEP outage duration results.





There are several factors that can contribute to increased outage times on the AEP System.  Some of these are:





Terrain: The southern part of the AEP service territory is characterized by rugged mountainous terrain.  Accessibility to facility locations generally requires more travel time simply due to the terrain and road system.





Facility Accessibility:  In the mountainous areas, facilities are often not located along roadsides, and instead traverse across mountains.  The simple act of patrolling lines in this environment can add significant time to restoration efforts.  Furthermore, when the trouble location is found, all material needed for restoration must be moved into these areas by hand, and no mechanized equipment can be used (such as bucket trucks, diggers, trenchers, etc.) adding time to the restoration.





Soil Conditions:  There is a significant amount of rock in parts of the AEP system.  Installation of poles and anchors, and any other subsurface work often requires hand excavation, blasting, etc. to accomplish rather than through the use of mechanized digging equipment.





Weather Conditions:  These conditions can be severe for long periods.  In the mountainous areas heavy snowfall hampers restoration efforts.  Snow and blowing snow in the flatter portions of the company's service territory also hinders restoration.  River flooding has been a contributor to extended restoration times causing areas to be inaccessible during periods of heavy rain.
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