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PUC DOCKET NO. 56822

INVESTIGATION OF EMERGENCY BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY

PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE BY COMMISSION
UTILITIES IN HOUSTON AND
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES OF TEXAS

L L L L L L

CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT

The undersigned attorney for CenterPoint Energy Houston Electric, LLC (“CenterPoint
Houston”) submits this confidentiality statement.

I have sufficiently reviewed the information produced by CenterPoint Houston in response
to the below requests for information (“RFIs”) from Staff. I state in good faith that certain
information contained in CenterPoint Houston’s responses and attachments is exempt from public
disclosure under the Texas Public Information Act (“TPIA”).! Additionally, certain information is
exempt from public disclosure because it identifies technical details of critical infrastructure® or
relates to proprietary customer information.®> This information merits the protected materials
designation.

The following table lists (1) the request number in which the confidential information was
produced as an attachment; (2) whether the information is protected material (“CONF”) or highly
sensitive produced material (“HSMP”); (3) the reasons supporting that the responsive information
is exempt from public disclosure under TPIA and subject to treatment as protected material; and
(4) the supporting authority.

CenterPoint Houston recognizes the importance of providing public transparency in this
proceeding. Accordingly, CenterPoint Houston is making only necessary redactions to protect

confidential information.

1 Tex. Gov’t Code Ann. §§ 552.001 - .376.
2 Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 418.181; 18 C.F.R. § 388.113(d).
316 Tex. Admin. Code §§ 25.272(c)(5), 25.272(g).



Request No. Designation Reason Citation
PUC RFI01-037 CONF The confidentially filed call | Tex. Gov’t Code Ann. §
logs contain proprietary 552.101
customer information,
including customer names | 16 Tex. Admin. Code
and addresses. (“TAC”) §8
25.272(c)(5) and
25.272(g)
PUC RFI01-097 CONF The confidentially filed Tex. Gov’t Code Ann. §
vegetation management 552.101
reports contain:
18 C.F.R. § 388.113(d)
(1) maps of specific
distribution circuits, | 16 TAC §§ 25.272(c)(5)
which is critical and 25.272(g)
energy infrastructure
information Tex. Gov’t Code Ann. §
protected by 18 552.110(c)
C.F.R. §388.113(d);
(2) proprietary customer
information,
including customer
names and
addresses;
(3) vendor pricing
information, the
disclosure of which
would cause
substantial
competitive harm.
PUC RFI01-107 CONF The mutual assistance Tex. Gov’t Code Ann. §

membership agreement
contains a confidentiality
provision that requires the
responsive information to be
produced confidentially.

Publicly disclosing the
responsive information
related to mutual assistance
membership agreements

552.101

Tex. Gov’t Code Ann. §
552.110(c)




could cause substantial
competitive harm by
dissuading participation by
other utilities, who rely on
the confidentiality
provisions of the mutual
assistance membership
agreements.

PUC RFI01-112

CONF

The mutual assistance
membership agreement
contains a confidentiality
provision that requires the
responsive information to be
produced confidentially.

Publicly disclosing the
responsive information
related to the mutual
assistance membership
agreements could cause
substantial competitive
harm by dissuading
participation by other
utilities, who rely on the
confidentiality provisions of
the mutual assistance
membership arrangements.

Tex. Gov’t Code Ann.
§§ 552.101

Tex. Gov’t Code Ann. §
§ 552.110(c)

PUC RFI01-129

CONF

The confidentially filed
mobile generation facility
plans contain:

(1) specifics related to
the generators which
the Company
considers critical
energy infrastructure
information
protected by 18
C.F.R. § 388.113(d),
and

Tex. Gov’t Code Ann. §
552.101

18 C.F.R. § 388.113(d)

16 TAC §§ 25.272(c)(5)
and 25.272(g)




(2) proprietary customer
information,
including customer
names and
addresses.




Respectfully submitted,

=

By:/

Patrick H. Peters III

Vice President, Associate General Counsel
State Bar No. 2404662

CenterPoint Energy Service Company, LLC
1005 Congress Avenue, Suite 650

Austin, Texas 78701

Telephone: 512.397.3032

Email: patrick. peters@centerpointenergy.com

Sam Chang

Director, Associate General Counsel

State Bar No. 24078

CenterPoint Energy Service Company, LLC
1005 Congress Avenue, Suite 650

Austin, Texas 78701

Telephone: 512.397.3005

Email: se.chang@centerpointenergy.com

James H. Barkley

State Bar No. 00787037

Baker Botts, LLP

910 Louisiana Street

Houston, Texas 77002

Telephone: 713.229.1234

Email: james barkley@bakerbotts.com

Andrea Moore Stover

State Bar No. 24046924

Baker Botts, LLP

401 South 1% Street, Suite 1300
Austin, Texas 78704

Telephone: 512.322.2695

Email: andrea.stover@bakerbotts.com

COUNSEL FOR CENTERPOINT ENERGY
HOUSTON ELECTRIC, LLC



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on September 20, 2024, a true and correct copy of this document was served
via the Commission Interchange System, and notice was provided by email to all other parties in

accordance with the Order Suspending Rules in Docket No. 50664.
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Edison Electric Institute
Mutual Assistance Agreement

Edison Electric Institute (“EEI”) member companies have established and
implemented an effective system whereby member companies may receive and provide
assistance in the form of personnel and equipment to aid in restoring and/or maintaining
electric utility service when such service has been disrupted by acts of the elements,
equipment malfunctions, accidents, sabotage, or any other occurrence for which
emergency assistance is deemed to be necessary or advisable (“Emergency Assistance”).
This Mutual Assistance Agreement sets forth the terms and conditions to which the
undersigned EEI member company (“Participating Company”) agrees to be bound on all
occasions that it requests and receives (“Requesting Company”) or provides
(“Responding Company”) Emergency Assistance from or to another Participating
Company who has also signed the EEI Mutual Assistance Agreement; provided,
however, that if a Requesting Company and one or more Responding Companies are
parties to another mutual assistance agreement at the time of the Emergency Assistance is
requested, such other mutual assistance agreement shall govern the Emergency
Assistance among those Participating Companies.

In consideration of the foregoing, the Participating Company hereby agrees as
follows:

(1)  When providing Emergency Assistance to or receiving Emergency Assistance
from another Participating Company, the Participating Company will adhere to the
written principles developed by EEI members to govern Emergency Assistance
arrangements among member companies (“EEI Principles”), that are in eftect as of the
date of a specific request for Emergency Assistance, unless otherwise agreed to in writing
by each Participating Company.

(2) With respect to each Emergency Assistance event, Requesting Companies agree
that they will reimburse Responding Companies for all costs and expenses incurred by
Responding Companies in providing Emergency Assistance as provided under the EEI
Principles, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by each Participating Company;
provided, however, that Responding Companies must maintain auditable records in a
manner consistent with the EEI Principles.

(3) During each Emergency Assistance event, the conduct of the Requesting
Companies and the Responding Companies shall be subject to the liability and
indemnification provisions set forth in the EEI Principles.

(4) A Participating Company may withdraw from this Agreement at any time. In
such an event, the company should provide written notice to EEI’s Director of Security of
Transmission and Distribution Operations.
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(5)  EEI’s Director of Security of Transmission and Distribution Operations shall
maintain a list of each Participating Company which shall be posted on the RestorePower
web site at www.restorepower.com. However, a Participating Company may request a
copy of the signed Mutual Assistance Agreement of another Participating Company prior
to providing or receiving Emergency Assistance.

Company Name

Signature
Officer Name:

Title:
Date:
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3 EDISON ELECTRIC o,
O RESTORE - . - -

SUGGESTED GOVERNING PRINCIPLES COVERING
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE ARRANGEMENTS
BETWEEN EDISON ELECTRIC INSTITUTE MEMBER COMPANIES

Electric companies have occasion to call upon other companies for emergency assistance in the
form of personnel or equipment to aid in maintaining or restoring electric utility service when
such service has been disrupted by acts of the elements, equipment malfunctions, accidents,
sabotage or any other occurrences where the parties deem emergency assistance to be
necessary or advisable. While it is acknowledged that a company is not under any obligation to
furnish such emergency assistance, experience indicates that companies are willing to furnish
such assistance when personnel or equipment are available.

In the absence of a continuing formal contract between a company requesting emergency
assistance ("Requesting Company") and a company willing to furnish such assistance
("Responding Company"), the following principles are suggested as the basis for a contract
governing emergency assistance to be established at the time such assistance is requested:

1. The emergency assistance period shall commence when personnel and/or equipment
expenses are initially incurred by the Responding Company in response to the
Requesting Company’s needs. (This would include any request for the Responding
Company to prepare its employees and/or equipment for transport to the Requesting
Company’s location but to await further instructions before departing). The emergency
assistance period shall terminate when such employees and/or equipment have returned
to the Responding Company, and shall include any mandated DOT rest time resulting
from the assistance provided and reasonable time required to prepare the equipment for
return to normal activities (e.g. cleaning off trucks, restocking minor materials, etc.).

2. To the extent possible, the companies should reach a mutual understanding and
agreement in advance on the anticipated length — in general — of the emergency
assistance period. For extended assistance periods, the companies should agree on the
process for replacing or providing extra rest for the Responding Company’s employees.
It is understood and agreed that if; in the Responding Company’s judgment such action
becomes necessary the decision to terminate the assistance and recall employees,
contractors, and equipment lies solely with the Responding Company. The Requesting
Company will take the necessary action to return such employees, contractors, and
equipment promptly.

3. Employees of Responding Company shall at all times during the emergency assistance
period continue to be employees of Responding Company and shall not be deemed
employees of Requesting Company for any purpose. Responding Company shall be an
independent Contractor of Requesting Company and wages, hours and other terms and
conditions of employment of Responding Company shall remain applicable to its
employees during the emergency assistance period.

4. Responding Company shall make available at least one supervisor in addition to crew
foremen. All instructions for work to be done by Responding Company's crews shall be
given by Requesting Company to Responding Company's supervisor(s); or, when
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EDISON ELECTRIC , o
INSTITUTE RESTORE - . - -

Responding Company's crews are to work in widely separate areas, to such of
Responding Company's foremen as may be designated for the purpose by Responding
Company's supervisor(s).

Unless otherwise agreed by the companies, Requesting Company shall be responsible
for supplying and/or coordinating support functions such as lodging, meals, materials,
etc. As an exception to this, the Responding Company shall normally be responsible for
arranging lodging and meals en route to the Receiving Company and for the return trip
home. The cost for these in transit expenses will be covered by the requesting
company.

Responding Company’s safety rules shall apply to all work done by their employees.
Unless mutually agreed otherwise, the Requesting Company’s switching and tagging
rules should be followed to ensure consistent and safe operation. Any questions or
concerns arising about any safety rules and/or procedures should be brought to the
proper level of management for prompt resolution between management of the
Requesting and Responding Companies.

All time sheets and work records pertaining to Responding Company's employees
furnishing emergency assistance shall be kept by Responding Company.

Requesting Company shall indicate to Responding Company the type and size of trucks
and other equipment desired as well as the number of job function of employees
requested but the extent to which Responding Company makes available such
equipment and employees shall be at Responding Company's sole discretion.

Requesting Company shall reimburse Responding Company for all costs and expenses
incurred by Responding Company as a result of furnishing emergency assistance.
Responding Company shall furnish documentation of expenses to Requesting
Company. Such costs and expenses shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

a. Employees' wages and salaries for paid time spent in Requesting Company's
service area and paid time during travel to and from such service area, plus
Responding Company's standard payable additives to cover all employee
benefits and allowances for vacation, sick leave and holiday pay and social and
retirement benefits, all payroll taxes, workmen's compensation, employer's
liability insurance and other contingencies and benefits imposed by applicable
law or regulation.

b. Employee travel and living expenses (meals, lodging and reasonable
incidentals).

C. Replacement cost of materials and supplies expended or furnished.

d. Repair or replacement cost of equipment damaged or lost.

e. Charges, at rates internally used by Responding Company, for the use of

transportation equipment and other equipment requested.
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EDISON ELECTRIC ,
INSTITUTE RESTORE . . .

f. Administrative and general costs, which are properly allocable to the emergency
assistance to the extent such costs, are not chargeable pursuant to the foregoing
subsections.

10. Requesting Company shall pay all costs and expenses of Responding Company within
sixty days after receiving an invoice therefor.

11. Requesting Company shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend the Responding
Company from and against any and all liability for loss, damage, cost or expense which
Responding Company may incur by reason of bodily injury, including death, to any
person or persons or by reason of damage to or destruction of any property, including
the loss of use thereof, which result from furnishing emergency assistance and whether
or not due in whole or in part to any act, omission, or negligence of Responding
Company except to the extent that such death or injury to person, or damage to
property, is caused by the willful or wanton misconduct and / or gross negligence of the
Responding Company. Where payments are made by the Responding Company under
a workmen's compensation or disability benefits law or any similar law for bodily injury or
death resulting from furnishing emergency assistance, Requesting Company shall
reimburse the Responding Company for such payments, except to the extent that such
bodily injury or death is caused by the willful or wanton misconduct and / or gross
negligence of the Responding Company..

12. In the event any claim or demand is made or suit or action is filed against Responding
Company alleging liability for which Requesting Company shall indemnify and hold
harmless Responding Company under paragraph (11) above, Responding Company
shall promptly notify Requesting Company thereof, and Requesting Company, at its sole
cost and expense, shall settle, compromise or defend the same in such manner as it in
its sole discretion deems necessary or prudent. Responding Company shall cooperate
with Requesting Company's reasonable efforts to investigate, defend and settle the
claim or lawsuit.

13 Non-affected companies should consider the release of contractors during restoration
activities. The non-affected company shall supply the requesting companies with contact
information of the contactors (this may be simply supplying the contractors name). The
contractors will negotiate directly with requesting companies.

Last update September 2005
e Section 11 and 12 updated
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