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OFFICE OF PUBLIC UTILITY COUNSEL’S
SUPPLEMENTAL STATEMENT OF POSITION

The Oftice of Public Utility Counsel (“OPUC™), representing the interests of residential
and small commercial consumers in Texas, respecttully submits this supplement to its earlier tiled
statement of position pursuant to 16 Texas Administrative Code (“TAC”) § 22.124." OPUC has
not tiled direct testimony in this proceeding, but has reviewed the application, discovery responses,
and testimonies filed by Texas Water Utilities, L.P. ("Texas Water”), Southern Horizons
Development, Inc. (“Southern Horizons™), and the Staff (*Staff”) of the Public Utility Commission

of Texas (“Commission”). OPUC supplements its initial statement of position as follows:
1. OPUCS SUPPLEMENTAL POSITIONS

OPUC maintains that Texas Water should not be allowed to implement the proposed initial
rates in this proceeding because doing so would result in the transaction failing to be in the public
interest. However, based on the direct testimony of Staft’s witness, Mr. James Harville, OPUC
believes adoption of the Villas of Willowbrook Rates (Phase 4 of 7) recommended in
Mr. Harville's testimony would be reasonable.” Thus, OPUC supports Staff’s recommendation

regarding initial rates.

' OPUC’s Statement of Position {May 9, 2024).

2 Direct Testimeny of James Harville, Infrastructure Division, Public Utility Commission of Texas, May 30,
2024 at 12:5 — 14:2 (May 30, 2024).



Additionally, OPUC believes the Dal-High Water System Rates (Phase 4 of 7) would also
be reasonable, as they are substantially similar to those of Villas of Willowbrook.® Therefore,

adoption of the Dal-High Water System (Phase 4 of 7) rates would be in the public interest.
1.  CONCLUSION

For the reasons stated above, 1t remains OPUC’s position that Texas Water should not be
allowed to implement its requested initial rates in this proceeding. OPUC supplements its position
to support Statf"s recommendation and reserves the right to amend or supplement this statement
of position by the deadline set forth in the Commission’s rules. OPUC reserves the right to
participate at the hearing, cross-examine witnesses, and file briefs related to the issue of initial

rates. OPUC further requests such other relief to which it may be entitled.

Date: July 18, 2024

Respectfully submitted,
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3 Application of Texas Water Utilities, LP and Southern Horizons Development, Inc. for Sale, Transfer. or
Merger of Facilities and Certificate Rights in Liberty and Montgomery Counties at 91 and 108 (Water Tarriff Pages
11 |Villas] and 28 |Dal-High]) (Feb. 2. 2023).

0.



1701 N. Congress Avenue, Suite 9-180

P.O. Box 12397

Austin, Texas 78711-2397

512-936-7500 (Telephone)

512-936-7525 (Facsimile)

kourtnee jinks{@opuc.texas.gov (Service)
justin.swearingen@opuc.texas.gov (Service)
chris.ekoh(@opuc.texas.gov (Service)
opuc_eservice{@opuc.texas.gov (Service)

ATTORNEYS FOR THE
OFFICE OF PUBLIC UTILITY COUNSEL

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
SOAH DOCKET NO. 473-24-13127
PUC DOCKET NO. 54617

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregeing document was served on all parties of record

in this proceeding on this 18" day of July 2024, by facsimile, electronic mail, and/or first class,
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