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Protecting nature. Preserving life

September 9, 2021

Ms. Anne Weary
1542 L R Campbell Road
[taly, Texas 76651

Dear Ms. Weary.,

I'm writing to confirm that your property on Campbell Road west of Italy, Texas,
contains high quality examples of two rare plant communities which are unique to North
Texas. Specifically, the property contains a remnant of native blackland prairie, a
globally rare plant community dominated by native tallgrasses such as little bluestem,
Indiangrass and switchgrass and a wide variety of wildflowers, including Maximilian
sunflower, bluc sage, purple prairie-clover, purple coneflower, gayfeathers and
milkweeds.

Your land also contains an excellent example of North Texas calcareous woodland, an
unusual plant community which occurs on limestone soils and outcrops in a few counties.
This unusual plant assemblage occurs at the interface of Midwestern forests and the
Texas limestone prairies and is dominated by bur oak, Shumard oak, pecan, black walnut,
redcedar, elms, redbud, Carolina buckthorn, and rusty blackhaw with native wildflowers
such as trout lilies and wild violet.

In both cases, very few remnants of these plant communities in good condition are known
to exist. Blackland prairies once covered more than 10 million acres in northern and
central Texas. but have been reduced to less than one percent of their former extent. Most
remaining examples are small and fragmented and lack important species. The prairie
remnant on your propetrty is relatively intact, with many native species present.

Calcareous woodlands are even more unusual because they were always limited in extent
by natural geology and hydrology. While examples extend from south of Dallas north to
the Red River. few have been conserved and many have been lost due to population
growth and conversion to other land uses.

Your property is significant and worthy of conservation. I hope that you arc able to
protect it from the threats to wildlife habitat which are increasing with the rapid
population growth and urbanization of your area, including changes to hydrology,
condemnation for roads and infrastructure, and encroachment issues.



Feel free to contact me any time at 512/217-0025 or dbczanson@tne.org if I can provide
any more information.

Sincerely,

David Bezanson
Associate Director of Land Protection
The Nature Conservancy, Texas Chapter
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