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Control No. 52272
Cover Letter — Emergency Preparedness Plan (EPP))
Instructions

This cover letter must be completed by each Public Water System and filed with the Public Utility
Commission of Texas (PUC) pursuant to TWC §13.1396(b).

Contact Information

Name of Filing Party: CITY OF WILLOW PARK

Name of Retail Public Utility: CITY OF WILLOW PARK
Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN) — if applicable:
Point of Contact Name: C. MICHELLE GUELKER

Email Address: MGUELKER@WILLOWPARK.ORG

Phone Number: 817-441-7708

Type of Filing

Please Select One of the Following:

1. [0 Submit a Copy of Approved Confidential Emergency Preparedness Plan (EPP)
- File this Cover Letter as a regular filing. Then file a copy of the EPP approved by the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) separately as a Confidential filing. You will find
instructions for filing below.

2. [ Submit Copy of Request for an Exemption filed with the TCEQ
- Include a copy of the documentation filed with the TCEQ seeking an exemption to the EPP
requirement, and file this Cover Letter with the additional documentation attached.

3. X Submit a Copy of Request for an Extension filed with the TCEQ

- Include a copy of the documentation filed with the TCEQ seeking an extension to filing the EPP,
and file this Cover Letter with the additional documentation attached.

Filing Instructions

E-Filing instructions — http://www.puc.texas.gov/industry/filings/E-Filing%20Instructions.pdf

Confidential filing instructions — https://www.puc.texas.gov/industry/filings/Confidential.aspx

Questions?

EPP Questions — duo@puc.texas.gov Filing Questions — centralrecords@puc.texas.gov




Phone: (817) 441-7108 - Fax: (817) 441-6900

City of Willow Park
516 Ranch House Rd.
% Willow Park, Texas 76087

October 11, 2021

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Water Quality Division

Drinking Water Spectal Functions Section, MC 155
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

RE:  Emergency Preparedness Plan
Request for Extension to Submit and Implement the Plan
City of Willow Park, 1840027
Parker County, Texas

Dear TCEQ:

As you are aware, public water systems face many challenges in their routine, daily etforts to provide
safe drinking water to the public. On occasion, regulatory mandates add an extra layer of
complexity to these efforts. One of these mandates involves the recently passed Senate Bill (SB) 3
which contains several complex, often perplexing, and conflicting requirements.

One of SB3s requirements deals with filing documents with the Public Utility Commiussion (PUC) by
November 1, 2021. To response to PUC allows for three options:

1. Submit a copy of a TCEQ approved EPP,

2. Submit a copy of a request for an exemption filed with TCEQ,

3. Submut a copy of a request for an extension filed with TCEQ.

Since only option #3 1s the only option at this time, we are requesting that the City of Willow Park
be granted an extension for the submittal of their EPP until June 1, 2022 and a matching extension
for the implementation of the EPP provisions until October 1, 2022.

We would contend, this extension is necessary for the following reasons:

1. The preparation of an accurate and functional EPP involves careful planning. The planning
process will take several weeks to complete; therefore, we will be unable to submut the plan
until January 2022, at the earliest. Please remember that haphazard planning always ends in
disaster.

2. The proposed EPPs will involve the participation, input, and buy-in of all levels of the local
water system’s governing body. This interaction is vital to the preparation of an EPP which
will be approved by a City Council. This process, controlled by long standing State and
Federal laws, moves slowly. Once again, we believe this supports our request for an
extension.



3. Once your agency approves the EPP, then the implementation phase begins. This phase will
potentially involve signiticant cost and may result in a lengthy planning, funding acquisition,
bidding, and construction process.

When it all said and done, then many public water systems will need to cover the cost of
implementing this unfunded government mandate by raising water rates and other related fees.

We appreciate the diligent efforts of TCEQ has made and will make to prepare for the challenging
process of reviewing and approving thousands of EPPs. To assist your efforts, we will prepare
accurate documents for your review.

Your consideration on this request for an extension to submit and implement the EPP would be
appreciated.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me at
mguelker@willowpark.org or 817-441-7708.

Sincerely,

C. Michelle Guelker
Director of Public Works



