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DOCKET NO. 52226 

PETITION BY OUTSIDE CITY § PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
RATEPAYERS APPEALING THE § 
WATER RATES ESTABLISHED BY § OF TEXAS 
THE CITY OF MELVIN § 

CITY OF MELVIN'S REFUND STATUS REPORT 

TO THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS: 

COMES NOW, The City of Melvin (City) files this Refund Status Report and would show 

the following: 

I. BACKGROUND 

On January 18, 2021, the City Council of the City of Melvin voted to raise water rates for 

ratepayers both inside and outside the city. 

On June 10, 2021, a petition was filed by Outside City Ratepayers Appealing the Water 

Rates Established by the City of Melvin. On June 29, 2021, the City filed a motion requesting an 

extension of time to respond, which was granted on June 30, 2021. 

On July 26, 2021, Staff filed its First Request of Information to the City. 

On July 28, 2021, the City timely filed its Response to the Petition. 

On August 11, 2021, the City filed its Motion to Dismiss. 

On August 17, 2021, Staff filed a Motion to Abate in Response to the City's Motion to 

Dismiss, and Administrative Law Judge for this proceeding issued Order No. 4 Abating the 

Proceeding and Requiring Proof of Refunds or Report on Status of Refunds. Order No. 4 requires 

that the City provide proof that refunds have been made or a report regarding the status of the 

refunds by September 1, 2021. 



II. STATUS REPORT ON OF REFUNDS 

The City of Melvin has begun the process of refunding outside ratepayers the difference 

between the pre-January 18, 2021 water rate and the higher, now-repealed water rate. The City has 

limited financial means and is unable to refund all customers at once. See Affidavit of Josephine 

S. Castillo, Mayor of Melvin. The City plans to credit each outside ratepayer the amount of at least 

$35.00 per month, or more if that month's budget allows, until the entire refund is issued. Id The 

City credited $35.00 to each owed outside ratepayer customer and provided an accounting to each 

of those customers on the bills issued for its July 26, 2021 - August 25, 2021 billing period. See 

Copy of Bills sent August 27, 2021 (filed separately and confidentially per the requirements of 

Texas Utilities Code § 182.052 (as amended by H.B. 872,87th Leg. R. S., effective September 1, 

2021)). The City will continue to credit a minimum $35.00 per monthly billing cycle until the 

entire amount owed is paid to each customer. See Affidavit of Josephine S. Castillo, Mayor of 

Melvin. 

CONCLUSION AND PRAYER 

Wherefore, the City respectfully requests that the City' s Motion to Dismiss be granted, and 

for such further relief to which it may be entitled. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emily W. Rogers 
State Bar No. 24002863 
erogers@,bickerstaff. com 

Joshua D. Katz 
State Bar No. 24044985 
ikatz@bickerstaff. com 

Kimberly G. Kelley 
State Bar No. 24086651 
kkellev@bickerstaff. com 
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Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP 
3711 S. MoPac Expressway 
Building One, Suite 300 
Austin, TX 78746 
Telephone: (512) 472-8021 
Facsimile: (512) 320-5638 

BY: 
Kimberly 6. Kelley 

ATTORNEYS FOR THE CITY OF MELVIN 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that this Response was provided to all parties of record via electronic mail or 
regular mail on September 1, 2021, in accordance with the Order Suspending Rules, issued in 
Project No 50664. 

me,mem,F=i.4¥,lwflil'a 

Kimberly GjIKdlley (/ 
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DOCKET NO. 52216 

PETITION BY OIJTSIDE Cln' § PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
RATEPAYERS APPEALING 'rHE § 
WATER RATES ESTABLISHED BY 4 OF TEXAS 
TI,E C,T¥' OF MELVIN § 

AFFIDAVIT OF JOSE.PHENE S. CASEIWLLO 

STATE OF ' TEXAS § 

COUNTY OF MCCULLOCH § 

Before me. Uhe u [adefsigl,ed no,ery, on this day pcfsona.[ly appeared Jc,sepil il,je S. 
C. as~i Ill-~t:, a pe 1-:Qcm wliose i demlim ~ y is kliowlm to me. A her Q admini s,crcd an oa~h xo aff.i aulr, 
affiant testified: 

1. "Mv nume is Josephine S. Casii Mol, U :Ln, over ei ghleen years of age mnd, have never 
becn oonvicted of n felony or a ¢i'imc' ol mornl Ilurpillude. I am of sotmd mind and •in 
fuly capable of making I,hi:S a ffidav it:. '1'he fa cms stated i,t. fhis a.~klavil. are wilhin Lily 
personal knowledge and arc truc and correct. 

.2. E :mi lhe M ayer oll' I'lie Ciily of .Mellv in, Te.xt,s t the '"CJ.ty"). [ am fami Ili ar with thc 
c i rcuimistanees sun'ounding I he Ci'ly'R J:1,1Lu,ry 1 8, 202 I . w'fiucr Iral c inc.rcasc and the 
I ubge'4.iuun'L ~[Pl,eam fik,d w ith ithc Public Uti [i ry Coin miis.gion by soine of tl,e ou'LR i,d.e 
rmlepayers in Dlo¢ke l No. 52226. 1 am al;so ihm~iar wi:Lh Lh,e acidon taken by Ihe C·ity 
Colmei l t0 repeat I I,© l'A Ees i,t qu cslioi~ en A'l,glilst .2., 2ID21 Eind tlli,c rel.:t0i.:d refurid 'to al,1 
affeclcd outside im,cpaye,s 

3. l am fani iliar with Ithe City' s fmanclall s'i ruacion aiui,1 Il,ild gen., The Ci Ey ca i·wl·oz a ftbrd l,o 
hssl,e Ihe rcf,Jllids in queslion in n single p aymcnll. City pcrsonlmell It a, assessed t l,e Ino,t 
thaf Cily can afford Eo pay each Custoil'ier :,1, One ,[i D W mlx| d©Iern,imed lh,LI, based on the 
Cilty'g Ilrlimzcial Nit'1~a.tion ·this mandi, the City can affoi,d lo issue fi refund,or SI; 5,00 ihds 
mmab t© t~1~ L-tff©ct©£1 ¢~~skji·n.,c.rs. 

4. TI,e C liv is exa ni.ini ng t he. budgel aikl nlay be Mble no pay eHi c·[~ .u ffe,ciled cuseo,ncr ·ti 
higher refund mnou nt i n fu.ture inortthz. Q f Lt is possible under che budget, ul•e Ci uy wi Il l 
isgue a higlter mo,i:ihly refuind to each a ffecltd c ustomer, but i i, ito ic:ose ·will it issue a 
re funtl ofless than $35..00 per nionih to each custoi·n er. 

5. Tlw (Ji ey will co·i il ii u,ie 't.o p.y cil]Clt a ffbcled oulsidc rat,Jmrver I[ltc :,m,o L,rl.1 caelm is due 
ti nti 1 thc. ttoial refund is issuer[. " 

IFurlher affia nt saye!11|t itol. 

/:.'. 
jt#,bl hr S. Casllilo 



©©l„JNn' OI·' ~,N«'l,1='LI>('M # 

STATE OF T[EXAS § 

su•01*>0 't'O AND sllf•SCR[SEf]l t,::~+Jfd m. m 1#3, 3) i£lay *7911.Vt· X12 ~ 

/=r, i*i/n'Nlil :' iT. /a•. 

K,xaiy~'·qi FririrNI Ninre: 

lqQ.-.V lid 

64.y IL'~ing,Ii-t,L·.,I} 11·.q,ri:eN: 

16. th/ab«- Ac>24 
ir h;.· 


