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DOCKET NO. 52226

PETITION BY OUTSIDE CITY §
RATEPAYERS APPEALING THE §
WATER RATES ESTABLISHED BY § OF TEXAS
THE CITY OF MELVIN §

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

CITY OF MELVIN’S REFUND STATUS REPORT

TO THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS:

COMES NOW, The City of Melvin (City) files this Refund Status Report and would show
the following:

L BACKGROUND

On January 18, 2021, the City Council of the City of Melvin voted to raise water rates for
ratepayers both inside and outside the city.

On June 10, 2021, a petition was filed by Outside City Ratepayers Appealing the Water
Rates Established by the City of Melvin. On June 29, 2021, the City filed a motion requesting an
extension of time to respond, which was granted on June 30, 2021.

On July 26, 2021, Staff filed its First Request of Information to the City.

On July 28, 2021, the City timely filed its Response to the Petition.

On August 11, 2021, the City filed its Motion to Dismiss.

On August 17, 2021, Staff filed a Motion to Abate in Response to the City’s Motion to
Dismiss, and Administrative Law Judge for this proceeding issued Order No. 4 Abating the
Proceeding and Requiring Proof of Refunds or Report on Status of Refunds. Order No. 4 requires
that the City provide proof that refunds have been made or a report regarding the status of the

refunds by September 1, 2021.



1L STATUS REPORT ON OF REFUNDS

The City of Melvin has begun the process of refunding outside ratepayers the difference
between the pre-January 18, 2021 water rate and the higher, now-repealed water rate. The City has
limited financial means and is unable to refund all customers at once. See Affidavit of Josephine
S. Castillo, Mayor of Melvin. The City plans to credit each outside ratepayer the amount of at least
$35.00 per month, or more if that month’s budget allows, until the entire refund is issued. /d. The
City credited $35.00 to each owed outside ratepayer customer and provided an accounting to each
of those customers on the bills issued for its July 26, 2021 — August 25, 2021 billing period. See
Copy of Bills sent August 27, 2021 (filed separately and confidentially per the requirements of
Texas Utilities Code § 182.052 (as amended by HB. 872, 87th Leg. R.S., effective September 1,
2021)). The City will continue to credit a minimum $35.00 per monthly billing cycle until the
entire amount owed is paid to each customer. See Affidavit of Josephine S. Castillo, Mayor of

Melvin.

CONCLUSION AND PRAYER

Wherefore, the City respectfully requests that the City’s Motion to Dismiss be granted, and
for such further relief to which it may be entitled.
Respectfully submitted,
Emily W. Rogers

State Bar No. 24002863
erogers@bickerstaff. com

Joshua D. Katz
State Bar No. 24044985
jkatz(@bickerstaff.com

Kimberly G. Kelley
State Bar No. 24086651
kkelley(@bickerstaff.com




Bickerstaft Heath Delgado Acosta LLP
3711 S. MoPac Expressway

Building One, Suite 300

Austin, TX 78746

Telephone: (512) 472-8021

Facsimile: (512)320-5638
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Kimberly G. Kelley v

ATTORNEYS FOR THE CITY OF MELVIN

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that this Response was provided to all parties of record via electronic mail or
regular mail on September 1, 2021, in accordance with the Order Suspending Rules, issued in
Project No 50664.

Kimberly GKelley ¢
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AFFIDANTT OF JOSEPHINE 5, CASTILLLD

STATE OF TEXAS b
5
COUNTY OF MCCULLOCH &

Belore me, the undersigued notary, on this day personally appeared Josephine 5.

Castille, o person whose idenity i koows o ome. Afer | admindiseered anosath o affiant,
alffiaat tostified:

h

“bly noee 35 Josephine B, Castillo, | i over eighieen vears of age and have never
heen vonvieted of 0 felony or o erine of morml wepitode. | am of sound mind and s
fully capable of making ihis affidavii. The fhes stated in this allidaein ane sithin my
persutal kpowlodee and are tue and cormeet.

Iy the Mawor of the Cie of belvin, Tesas (the “Ciy™s [ ame famiabiar with the
circumistaness surrounding the City's Janegey T8, 2020, waler mie meresse sod b
subswpuent uppoeal fled with the Pubdic Dilivy Commiszion Ty gsome of the auwlside
ralepavers i Dockel Mo, 522260 1 s abso Giliar with he aoion taken by e City
Conmnedl ty vepeal the vaies Doguestioon on Aoaeast 2 2020 and the velased refund o atl
alfected cwtside riepavers.

I am familiar with the City's financial simeation and budger, The Cliy cannon alfoml o
pssoe e relunds i question noa siegle paymoni, City porsonnel has azsessed the nost
thit Cive can afford v pay each oustomer a ooe Loos sl determimed e, based on thae
Clity"s fiaoeial sitoetion this wanth, the City can allord o isswe o relud of 535,00 this
month e all adfected customers.

The Ciry is examining the budget and may be abde o pay sach alfooied cusiomer i
higher vefund smount o fotees months. 17 i is poszible ander tee Bodget, the O will
frswe a higher mombly cefund to each affeeted customer, bu io oo case will it issne a
refund af bess than 33500 per month to sach customer.

The Ciey will emsioe o pay sach elfecked outside raepayver the amount each is duc
undil the potal refund is issued.”

Bl alViang sayeth naot,
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