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_ OFFICE OF PUBLIC UTILITY COUNSEL'S FIFTEENTH REQUEST 
FOR INFORMATION TO SHARYLAND UTILITIES, L.P. AND 

SHARYLAND DISTRIBUTION & TRANSMISSION SERVICES, L.L.C. 

The Officd of Public Utility Counsel (OPUC) files and subinits this Vifteenth kequest for 

Information to Sharyland Utilities, L.P. (Sharyland) and Sharyland Distribution & Transmission 

Services, L.L.C. (SDTS) in the captioned proceeding. 

Under Commission ProcedurafRules 22.141-.145, 16 Tex. Admin. Code Ch. 22, OPUC 

requests that Shland and SDTS, as defined herein, provide the following information and 

answer the following questions under oath. Please answer the questions and sub-questions in the 

order in which they are listed and in sufficient detail to provide a complete and accurate answer 

to the question. 

Definitions 

As used in this introduction and in these questions, 

(1) "Sharyland", "SU", and "Company" refer to Sharyland Utilities, L.P. and its affiliates; 

(2) 'SDI'S" refefs to Sharyland Distribution & ',Transrnission Services; L.L.C. and its 

affiliates. 	 • 

(3) "Applicants", "-Vow', "yours" and "your" refer to Sharyland and SDTS (as defined , 

above), including their directors, officers, employees, consultants, agents, and attorneys. 

(4) "Document" and "documents" mean any written, recorded, filmed, or graphic matter, 

whether produced, reprnduced, or oh paper, caids, tapes, film, electronic facsimile, 

computer storage device' or any other media, including, but not limiied,to, electronic mail 



(e-mail), memoranda, notes, analyses, minutes, r.ecörcis, photographs, correspondence, 

telegrams: ciiaries, bookkeeping entries, financial statements, tax returns, checks, check 
4 

stubs, reports, studies, charts, graphs, statements, notebooks, handWritten notes, 

applications, contracts, agreements, book§, pamphlets, periodicals, appointment 

calendars, records and recordings of oral convehations, work papers, observations, 

commercial practice mahuals, teports and suinmaries of interviews, reports of 

consultants, appraisals, forecasts, tape recordings, or any form of recording that is 

Capable of being transCribed into written form. 

'Instructions 

1. The befinitions, Instructions, and Claim of ViiN;ilege set Out in' this Request for Information 

apply to these questions. 

2. In answering these questions, furnish all information that is available to you, including 

. information in the possession -of y9ur agents, employees, and representatives, all others- , 
from whom you may freely obtain it, and your attorneys and their investigators. 

3. Pléase answer each questiori based upon your .knowledge,,information, or belief, and any 

answer that is based upon information'or belief should state ihat it is given on that basis. 

4. If you have possession, custody, or control (as defined'by Tex. R. Civ. P. 192.7(b)) of the 

-originals' of these documents requested, please prodnde the originals or a complete'copy of 

the originals and all copies that are different in any way from the original, whether by 

interlineation, receipt stamp, or notation. 

5. If you do 'not have possession, - custody, or control of the originals of 'the documents 

requested, please produce copies of the documents, however made, in your possession, 

custody, or control. If any document requested is not in your possession or subject to your 

control, please explain Why not, and give the present location and custodiarrof any copy or 

summary of the document., 

6. If any question apPears confusing, please , request clarification from the undersigned 

counsel. 

7. In providing your responses, please start each response on a separate page and type, at the 

top of the page,-the question that is being answered. 	
r- 

8. As part of the response to each question, please state, at the botthm of the answer, the name 

and job position of each person who participated.  in any way, other than'providing clerical 

2 



, assistance, in the preparing of the answer. If the question has sub-parts, please identify the 

persdn or persons by sub-part.- Please also state the name Of the witness in this docket who 

will sponsor the answer to the question and who can vouch for the truth of the answer. If 

the question has sub-patts, please identify the witness or witnesses by sub-pari. 

9.. 	Rather than waiting to provide all ,of the responses af the same time, please provide 

individual responses as each becomes available. 

1:I 	These questions are continuing in nature. Ifthere is a changein circumštances or facts or if 

you receive or generate additional, information that changes your answer between the lime 

of your original response and the time of the hearings, then you should submit, under oath, 

a supplemental response to your earlier answer. 

11. If you'consider any question to be unduly burdensome, or if the response would require the 

production of a volumincus amount of material, please call the undersigned counsel as 

sbon as possible in order to discuss the situation 'and to try to resolve the problem. 

Likewise, if you object to, any of the .questions on the grounds that the question seeks 

confidential information, or on any oiher grounds, please call the :Undersigned counsel as 

soon as possible. 

12. If the response to any question is voluminous, pleasé provide separately an index to , the 

materials contained in the response. 

13. , If the information requested is ihcluded in previously furnished 'exhibits,' workpapers,, or 

re§ponses to .öther discovery inquiries or other*ise, in, hard copy Or ekctronic format, 

please furnish specific references theretõ, including Bates Stamp pdge citations and 

detailed cross-references. 

14. To the extent that a question asks for the production of copyrighted material, it iš sufficient 

4  to provide a listing.of such material;indicating the title, publisher, author, edition, and pagé 

referehces relied. on or otherwise relevant to the question. 

Claim of Privilege 

If any document is withheld under any claim of privilege, please furnish a list identifying each 

document for which a privilege is claimed, * together with the following information: date, 

sender, recipients, recipients of copies, subject matter of the document, and the basis upon which 

such privilege is claimed. 
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SOAH Docket No. 473-16-4051 
PUC Docket No. 45414 

OPUC's Fifteenth Request For Information To 
Sharyland and SDTS 

i 15-1. Please provide, n native format, all workpapers and documents supporting the rebuttal 
testimony,9f'eabh witness filing testimony on your behalf in this proceeding. 

The following questions refer to the Rebuttal Testimony of Mark E. Caskey: 

15-2. Regarding Caskey Rebuttal at page 4, lines 23728: Describe the process of sizing the 
basic systems dnd processes in the McAllen area, including the physical backbone 
distlibution ,system. Provide explanation and documentation supporting the assertion` that 
SU built the minimum' facilities needed to begin proViding service. 

15-3. Regarding Caskey RebUttal at page 5. Explain how 4 substations were planned to serve 
pr9j ected load, but three were required and built to serve the 3% of projected load that 
actually materialized. 

The followirig questions refer to the Rebuttal Testimony of Joshua D. Carpenter: 

15-4. Refee to Carpenter Rebuttal at_page 3, line 28 to page 4; lihe 3. Does the amount of 
short-term incentive compensation requested in this case reflect the reduction of 22% 
paid out in 2015? If not; wh'Y not? 

15-5. Refer. to9.Carpenter Rebuttal at page 3, lines 4-5. Please explain how the delay in 
attracting potential eniployees has caused '§U's levei of turnover to become unreasonable, 
and provide any analyses, reports or other documentation that`suppdrt your, position. 

15-6. Refer to Carpenter Rebuttal at page 4, lines 20-24. Pleaseexplain the role of short-term 
incentive compensation in improving SU's SAIDI and SAIFI measures from 2015 to 
2016, and provide any analyses, ;reports or other documentation that support your 
position. 

15-7. Refer to Carpenter Rebuttal at page 5, linés 6-7 and 13-14. Describe and quantify how-
incentive compensation was restricted and reduced based on reliability and 'the- Docket 
No. 46873 inVestigation during the test year. ProVide any analyses, reports or ,other 
documentation that support your pOsition. 

15-8. Describe and qudntify how .the -Docket No. 46873 investigation and settlement agreeinent 
.has affected or will affect SU' s awarding of short-term- incentive compens'ation to-  its 
employees for 2016 and 2017. 

15-9. Refer to Carpenter Rebuital at page 6. Are there any specific quantifiable cost control 
petformance goals in SU' s short-term incentive compensation plan? If so, please explain 
and provide all analysis related to the quantifiable cost control performance goals that 
were used to determine the amount' of incentive compensation paid during the test year, 
as well as the 'related amount of incentive compensation awarded related to those goals. 
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SoljAH Docket No. 473-16-4051, 
PUC Docket No. 45414 

OPUC'S Fifteenth Request For Information To 
Sharyland and SDTS 

15-10. Refer to Carpenter Rebuttal at page 6, lineš 6-13. 

a. Please explain how the known and measurable adjustment to br,ing SU's short-
term incentive compensation to an expected level does not offset the test year 
reduction in short-term incentive compensation based on operational performance 
issues. 

b. Please piovide all 'Analysis performed by SU to determine that its expected level 
of short-term incentive compensation was,reasonable based upon test year goal 

.performance. 

c. Please explain the basis for claiming that an expected level of short-term incentive 
compensation is known and measurable. 

15-11. Refer to Carpenter Rebuttal at page 6, lines 21-22. 

a. For the tesf year, please provide the point totals that SU awarded to itself for each 
" of the listed performande goal categories (i.e., Environmental Health and Safety, 

Reliability, Customer Satisfaction, and Organizational Effectiveness). 

b. For 2015 through 2017,'p1ease explain how each oT the following have impacted 
or will impact the poinf total for the "Customer Satisfactioe category: the 
Docket No. 46873 investigation and related customer complaints, customer 
complaints received regarding SU:s rates, the Project No. 44592 investigation, 
and meter reading error's. If any of these issues did not affect the "Customer 
Satisfaction" score, please explain why not. 

15-12. Refer to'Carpenter Rebuttarat page 7, lines 16-17. 

a. Please eiplain all the Ways in which SU's short-term incentive compensation 
performance goals lower the company's costs and the amount of cost reduction 
achieved by each during the test year. Provide any analyses, reports nr other 
documentation that support your position. 

b: Please explain all the w4Ts in which SU's short-terni incentive compensation 
performance goals lower the company's rates. Provide any analyses, reports or 
other documentation that support your position. 

c. Does Mr. Carpenter believe that SU's rates wonld be even high'er without the 
short-term incentive compensation plan? Please explain. 



SOAH Docket No. 473-16-4051 
PUC Docket No. 45414 

OPUC's Fifteenth Request For Information To 
Sharyland and SDTS 

d", Does Mr. Carpenter believe that SU's short-term compensation plan has been 
effdctive at controlling costs for SU' s customers? 	Please explain "with 
quantifiable evidence. 

15-13. Refer to Carpenter kebhttal at page 8, lines 1-2. Please describe the new tools that SU 
has implemehted to "enhance the customer experience and iniprove customer serviCe" 
and explain whether SU believes such tools have been effective. Provide any analyses, 
reports or other docuthentation that support your position. 

15-14.-  Refer to Carpenter Rebuttal at page 8, lines 14-16. Provide any analyses SU conducted 
cbmparing amounts of-incentive compensation actually received by SU's employees and 
by employees-  of other utilities with similar reliability statiStics. 

15-15. Please 'provide the benchmarking analyses that SU used to support the compensatibn 
amounts forits 10 most highly compensated employee positions in the test year. 

15-16. Refer to Carpenter Rebuttal at page 9, lines 9-10. When SU assesses its compensation in 
comparison with induštry norms, does it adjust for SU s small size, rural service territory, 
and low ,customer density? If so, please explain how and -provide any analyses *SU 
c9nducted that reflect those adjustments. If not, please explain why not. 

15-17. Refer to Carpenter Rebuttal at pages 10-11. 

a. Are there ah'y uti1itis -:that SU believes are comparable for purposes of 
determining staffing efficiehcy? If no, please explain. If yes, please list all such 
bomparable utilities and the ways in which SU believes they are comparable and 
distiriguishable. 

b. Please describe and provide copies of any analyses that SU has performed to 
determine-whether it is staffed appropriately, including dedicated staff and time 
writers from affiliated entities. 

c. What does SU lielieve is an appropriate method for determining whether a utility 
is staffed appropriately? Please explain and provide any analyses, reports or other 
documentation that support your position. 

15=18. Refer to Carpenter Rebuttal at page 12, lines 1-20, and Exhibit JDC-R-1. 

a. Please provide all working papers and sources of data used to develop Exhibit 
JDC-R-1 for Rio Grande Electric COoperative (RGEC) and Guadalupe Valley 
Electric Cooperative (GVEC). 
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OPUC's Fifteenth Request For Information To 
Sharyland and SDTS 

,b. Please explain the basis for using RGEC with only '13,380 customers in an 
analysis of utilities comparable -in size to SU. 

c. Please explain the basis for using a density 'adjustment for GVEC as compared to 
TNMP when they have similar densities. 

• 
15-19. Admit or deny that.in  addition to the 307 employee positions at SU, SU also receives 

support services from emp.loyees at other companies, including affiliated entities. If the 
answer is anything other than an unqualified Admit, please provide a *full explanation of 
your answer, including all factual support.,  

15-20. Please list all companies, including affiliates, that provide employees who' provide 
suppoft services to SU and the number of employees or full-time equivalent,employees 
provided by each during the test year. 

15-21. Does Mr. Carpenter agree that whik a specific position that was open during the test year ' 
may have been 'filled after the test year, other positions may become vacant? If not, why,,  
not? 

15-22. Have any employee positions that were occupied during the test year subsequently 
become vacant? If so, please identify the number of such vacancies and the position 
titles. 

15-23. Please explain why SU's current customers should pay for increased staffing required to 
service future customers. 

The following questions refer to the Rebuttal Testimony of Greg Boggs: 

15-24. Regarding Boggs Rebuttal at page 10, 1ine-5. Provide supporting documentation.for the 
statement that Cap Rock underinvested in its system': 

.1'5-25. Regarding Boggs Rebuttal at page 17, lines 14-15. Please,  quantify the cost difference 
between consumption-only meters and the demand meters selected. Provide supporting 
documentation. 

15-26. Regarding B6ggs Rebuttal at page 18. Admit that once AIC/IS meters are installed 
throughout Sharylana's service territory, Sharyland will seek a return of and on all 
remaining depreciation of deinand meters it began installing in .2013. If your answer is 
anything other than an unqualified adinit, please explain. 
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Sharyland and SDTS 

I 

The following questioris refer to the Rebuttal Testimony of Brant Meleski: 

15-27. Refer to Me1eski Rebuttal at pages 6-7. D'oes .Mr. Meleski believe that unreasonable or 
unnecessary expenses should be recoverable in rates in order to protect the key cash flow 
credit metrics of a utility? Please explain why or why not. 

15-28. Refer to Meleski Rebuttal, pages 6:23-7:2, and Exhibit DGW-3. In deriving the, 
consolidatednet income of $87.3 million shciwn on the trial balance for 2015 included as 
Exhibit DGW-3 to the birect Testimony of Greg Wilks: 

a. Please provide the amount of revenues asociated with the Docket No. 21591 
deferrals, the General Ledger Account (G/L Acct) where recorded, and documents 
demonstrating their inclusion in the G/L Acct.' 

b. Admit or deny that current rates include nó revenues associated with the recovery 
of Docket No. 21591 deferrals: If the answer is anything other than an unqualified 
Admit, please provide a full explanation of how not recovering the Docket No. 
21591 deferrals would impact the $87.3 million shown on the trial balance, 
including'on a normalized basis, and include factual support. 

c. Please provide the amount of revenues associated with -the SP S Acquisition 
Adjustment, the G/L Acct where 'recorded, and documents demonstrating their 
inclusion in the G/L Acct. 

d. Admit or deny that current rates include no revenues or recovery of the SPS 
Acquisition Adjustment. If the answer is anything other than an unqualified 
Admit, please provide a full explanation of how not reCovering the SPS 
Acquisition Adjustment would impact the $87.3 million shown on- the trial 
balance, including on a normalized basis, and include factual support. 

e. Please provide the amount of revenues associated with the expansion.  of the DC 
tie, the G/L Acct where reaorded, and 'documents demonstrating their inclusion in 
the G/L Acct. 

f. Admit 'pr deny that current rates include no revenues or recovery of-lhe expansion 
of the DC tie. If the answer is anything other than an unqualified Admit, please 
provide -a full explanation of how not recovering the expansion of the DC tie 
would impact the $87.3 million shown on the trial balance, includitig on a 
normalized basis, and include factual support. 

g. Please provide ,the amount of expense associated With the Docket No. 21591 
deferrals, the G/L Acct where recoided, and documents demons,trating their 
inclusion in the G/L Acct. 	 , 
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at 
	

h. Please provide the amount of exilense associated with the SPS Acquisition 
Adjustment, the. G/L Acct where recorded, and documents demonstrating their 
inclusion in the G/L Acct. 

„. 
i. Please provide the amount of federal income tax expense deducted to arrive at the` 

combined net income of $0.3'million in 2015 and the G/L Acct where rdcorded. 

j. Please provide the amount of SDTS expenses assOciated with InfraREIT Partners, 
LP, the G/L Acct where rdcorded, and documents demonstrating their inclusion in 
the G/L Acct. 

k. Please provide:the amount of HUS payroll costs on SDTS's books, the G/L Acct - 
where recorded, and documents demonstrating their inclusion in the G/L Acdt. 

1. Pjedse explain why, if the Commission finds reductions .to expenses to be 
necessary to get to just and reasonable expensds, SU would not adjust its expense 
structure. 

15-29. Refer to Meleski Rebuttal at page 9, lines 4-7. Is it SDTS's position that prior to the 
Commission's preliminary -order iri this proceeding, SDTS could not seek recovery of its 
reasonable and necessag operating expenses? Please provide all legal and factual bases 
for SDTS's position'. 

15-30. Refer to Meleski Rebuttal at page 13„1ines 14-23. Is it accurate that when preparing the 
rate filing package for SU's April 29, 2016 filing, SDTS considered the "vast majority of 
its A&G expenses" to be,not necessary to provide service to the public?- Please provide 
all legal and factual bases for SDTS?s position. 

The following questions refer to the Rebuttal Testithony of Ralph G. Goodlet: 

15-31. Refer to Goodlet Rebuttal at page 22-23. Does Mr. Goodlet akree that application of 
Commission policies should take into account company-specific facts in addition to 
consistency? Should the Commission consider Sharyland's size, non-contiguous service 
territory, primarily rural serVice territory, and low customer denšity when determining 
whether and how to implement system-wide rates? 

15-32. Refer to Goodlet Rebuttal at page 32. Is it SU's position that the deferral formula ordered 
- in Docket No. 21591 created a cap or a maximum amount of costs SU could seek to 
recover at a later time? Ple.se explain your response. 

9 
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Sharyland and SDTS 

15-33. Refer to Goodlet Rebuttal at 42. Iilease provide a summary of all the tasks perforined by 
outside counsel as 'recorded on referenced redacted invoices and the associated cost of 
those tasks in sufficient detail to allow a determination as to whether the nature of those 
costs are just and reasonable. r 

15-34. What was the 'fair Market value at the time of the purchase of the transmission lines 
purchased from SPS for which Sharyland, seeks an acquisition adjustrnent? Please 
provide all supporting documentation, analysis, and explanation. 

15-35. Was a valuation of the transmission lines purchased 'from sps performed by an 
independent 'professional? If so, please provide the valuation report. If not, please explain 
why ah independent valuation v;as not performed. , 

15-36. Please recOncile SU' s argument that SU's customers benefit from the SPS transmission 
assets acquisition adjustment because it avoids building the Gardendale-to:Grady line 

i.with the simultaneous request to recover fiom ratepayers the costs to develop that line in 
the' TTC C2 'rider? 	- 

15-37. Provide:evidence that supports the assertion that SU obtained the best price it could ,on 
the purchase of transmission assets from SPS for which it now seeks an acquisition 
'adjtistment. 

t. 

15-38. Refer to Goodlet Rebuttal at pages 7-8. Was the $231,000 acquisition adjustment 
included in Sharyland's rates? Proyide supporting documentation regarding the inclusion 
of this amount in Sharyland'š rates.. 

15-39. Refer to Goodlet Rebuttal at page 9, lines 12-17. Is it SU's position that benefits to SPS 
customers:justify rate increases to SU's customers? Please explain why, or why not. 

15-40. Does SU consider the costs included in its proposed TTCC 2 rider to be "stranded costs"? 
Please explain why or why not. 

15-41. Is any part of the .TTCC 2 rider'baspd on assets that SU irivested in with the eXpectation 
that the investment would-  be recovered as a matter of course prior to.the transition to 
competition? If so, please identify and quantify those investments and provide4  any 
supporting documentation. 

15-42. Does Mr. Goodlet consider the costs SU seeks fo recover through the TTCC 2 rider to be 
a 'deferred regulatory asset? Please explain why or why not. 

15-43. Were the costs' SU seeks to recover through the TTCC 2 rider deferred in SU' s 
accounting books? If so, please explain how. If not, please explain why not. 

, 
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The following questions refer to the Rebuttal Testimony of D. Greg Wilks: 

15-44. Regarding Wilks Rebuttal at 13-14. Mr. Wilks describes 2013 as'an outlier with respect 
to severance payments and independent contiactor expenses. Please explain why 2014 
and 2015 are more representative of the expenses Sharyland is apt to incur in the rate year 
than 2013. Provide any analyses, reports or other documentation that support your.  
position. 

15-45. Regarding Wilks Rebuttal at 15. Please describe the community relations support 
provided by Ms. Kunka. 

15-46. Regarding Wilks Rebuttal at 23. Does Mr. Vilks agree that a utility with remarkably 
high rates that verge on unaffordable for its customers should attempt to limit spending in 
order to address those rates? Please explain why or why not. 

15-47. , Referring td Wilks Rebuttal 5:4-8, please provide 'špecific references td the testimonies of 
Mr. Luna and Ms. Dively specifidally indicating they assume that SU maintains its bdoks 
on a cash basis rather than an accrual basis. 

15-48. For each and every invoice provided by SU that was either dated outside of the test year 
or for services rendered outside of the test year, please provide evidence that the invoice 
was accrued in the period outside of the test year and reversed in the test year. 

15-49. Admit or deny that SU is, requesting test year payroll expense to be included in cost of 
service at a fully staffed level. Ifthe response is anything other than an unqualified admit, 
please proVide a detailed explanation and quantified reconciliation between test year 

- 	payroll expense at fully staffed levels and the amount requested in the test year. 

15-50. Referring to Exhibit DGW-R-3, please explain why temporary staffing services were 
required in each of the years 2012 to 2015. 

15-51. Referring to Exhibit DGW-R.-3, please explain why employee search fees were required 
in each 'of the.years 2014 to 2015. 

15-52. Referring to Exhibit DGW-R-3, please explain why independent contractor services were 
required. 

15-53. Admit or deny temporary staffing services, employee ,,search fees, and independent 
contractors are typically used to fill pbsition vacancies or temporary needs during grdwth 
periods. If the response is anything other than an unqualified admit, please provide a 
detailed explanation. 

a 
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Sharyland and SDTS 

15-54. Admit or 'deny that temporary expenses incuired to stipport growth may be recovered 
through revenues from that growth. If the response iS anything other than an unqualified 
admit, please provide a detailed explanation. 

The following questions refer to the Rebdttal Testimony of Pat Wood, III: 

15-55. Regarding page 3, line 18: Please list and describe each of the mistakes that Mr. Wood is 
referencing that the Applicants have learned" from. Please explain ,what steps " the 
Applicants have taken in response to such mistakes. 

The f011owing questions refer to the Rebuttal Testimony of Dr. Merle Erickson: 

15-56. 'Admit or denythat the earnings of a rear estate investment trust (REIT) may be subject to 
tax at the entity level. If the answer is anything other than an unqualified admit, please 
explain. 

15-57. If a REIT has taxable net incorne in excess of its diiidends paid deduction, is the REIT 
subject to federal income taxes? Please explain why or why not. 

The following questions refer to the Rebuttal TestimonY of William O. Bojorquez: 

15-58. What reliability benefits did SU ratepayers receive by reason of the purchase of the 
transmission lines and substations from SPS, as appioved in Docket No. 41430? Provide 
any analyses, reports or other documentation that support your position. 

15=59. What congestion Mitigation benefits did SU ratepayers receive by reason of the purchase 
of the transmission' lines and substations from SPS, as approved in Docket No. 41430? 
Provide any analyses, reports or other documentation that support your position. 

15-60. Please quantify 'any tiirting benefits SU ratepayers received'by reason of the purchase of 
the transmission lines and substationS from SPS; as approved in Docket No.,  41430. 
Provide any analyses, reports br other documentation that support your position. 

The following questions refer to the Rebuttal Testimony of Ellen S. Blumenthal: 

15761. Referring to Bltnnenthal Direct at 18:9-14, did Ms. Blumenthal see Dively Direct pages 
34:17 and 35:4 where Ms. Dively applied the 0.53846 tax factor based upon the 
maximum statutory tax rate of 35%? 

15-62., Referring to Blumenthal Direct at 18:9-.14, if hypothetically Ms. Blumenthal agreed with 
Ms. Dively's position that 90% of 72% of SDTS's return on equity Should be deducted as 
dividends paid before calculating pro forma federal income tax expense, what percentage 
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would she use to reflect the flow-through impacts on federal income taxes related to 
adjustments to SDTS's rate base? 

15-63. Referring t8 Blumenthal Difect at 18:9-.14, is, it Ms. Blumenthal's understanding that the 
15.93% (18.95% grossed up) effectiv6 ineome tax rate Ms. Dively recommends is the 
result of deducting 90% of 72% of SDTS's return on equity for required dividend 
payments, and not the statutory rate applied by Ms: Dively on page 34, line 17 of her 
Direct Testimony? If not, please explain. 

13 



Mai& 20, 2017 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tonya Baer 
Public Counsel 
State Bar No. 24026771 

Cassandra Quinn 
Assistant Public Counsel 
State Bar No. 24053435 
1701 N. congres's Avenue, Suite 9-180 
P.O. Box 12397 
Austin, Texas 78711-2397 
512/936-7500 (Telephone) 
512/06-7525 (Facsiinile) 
cassandra.quinn@opuc.texas.gov  
opuc_eservice@opuc.texas.gov  (Service) 

ATTORNEYS FOR THE 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC UTILITY a' OUNSEL 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
SOAH Docket No. 473-16-405,1 

PUC Docket No. 45414 
	 • v• 

I hereby certify that today, March 20, 2017, a true copy of the •Office of Public Utility 

ounsel's Fifteenth Request for Information to Sharyland Utilities, L.P. and Sharyland 

Distribution & Transmission Services, L.L.C. was served on all -  parties of record via hand 

delivery; facsimile, or United States First-Class Mail. 

Cassandra Quinn 
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