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and improvements; to obtain money for the purpose of financing such acquisitions
(and encumbering the properties acquired) and to evidence the transaction by the
issuance of bonds, notes or warrants to secure funds so obtained. Any such bonds,
notes or warrants may not constitute general obligations or indebtedness of the WSC.
Instead, such indebtedness must represent a charge upon specifically encumbered
WSC properties and the revenue therefrom. In other words, a WSC may issue bonds
for financing purposes, but such bonds are payable from operating revenues only; a
WSC does not have authority to levy and collect taxes.

In order for the Wimberley WSC or another WSC to provide wastewater service to the
Wimberley area, the WSC will have to obtain a sewer "Certificate of Convenience and
Necessity" (CCN). The service area can be defined to include only those areas which
will receive wastewater service. However, since a WSC has no taxing power and only
users of the service pay for it, the CCN could cover a larger area, including potential
development areas in the vicinity, so that as these areas are developed, service could
be provided where feasible (and desired). The CCN process occurs before the Texas
Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC). The WSC would have to
submit an application to obtain a sewer CCN to the TNRCC and would have to
provide notice of the application to ali persons within the proposed service area and to
neighboring utilities. If no persons protest the application, the CCN would be granted
by the TNRCC without a formal hearing after a relatively short time. If persons do
protest the application, however, a hearing would be held before the TNRCC, which
could delay the time for issuance of the CCN.

As noted, a WSC is not authorized by law to levy a property tax and revenues from the
system must be used to finance the costs of acquiring, constructing, cperating and
maintaining the system. To finance the construction of the treatment plant and service
lines, the WSC would in all likelihood have to obtain a loan (possibly from Farmers
Home Administration or the Texas Water Development Board) or issue revenue

bonds.

A WSC is authorized by law to contract with other governmental entities and could
therefore provide wastewater service to Woodcreek on either a wholesale or retail
basis. That is, the WSC could contract to provide wholesale service to Woodcreek,
which would consist of treating and disposing of the wastewater collected in a
collection system constructed by Woodcreek or others and piped to a delivery point in
the WSC. Woodcreek or others would be responsible for maintaining the collection
facilities and billing and collecting for the service. Or, the WSC could contract to
provide retail service to individual customers in Woodcreek and be responsible for all

of the foregoing functions.
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Another option available pursuant to a WSC's contracting authority would be for the
Wimberley community to incorporate and obtain either wholesale or retail wastewater
service from a WSC (or of course, provide such service itself). The option in which a
WSC would provide wastewater service to a municipality could be structured so that
those residents who do not want or need wastewater service would pay taxes only for
those municipal services from which they benefit.

713 Municipal Utility District and Water Control & Improvement District

The residents in the Wimberley area may also create a municipal utility district (MUD).
A MUD is a governmental subdivision of the state that may include all or part of a
county or counties and may include all or part of one or more cities. No land within the
corporate limits of a city or within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of a city may be
included within a MUD, however, unless the city grants its written consent. The land
composing a MUD need not be contiguous.

A MUD only has the powers that are expressly granted by statute. Although a MUD's
powers are greater than other kinds of districts, its authority is more limited than that of
a municipality. In general, a MUD has the following powers: supply water for
municipal, commercial and domestic uses; collect, transport, process and dispose of
all domestic, industrial, or communal wastes (including wastewater); drainage control;
and provide parks and recreational facilities. A MUD has eminent domain powers and
is authorized to enter into contracts to accomplish any of the purposes for which it is
created.

In order to create a MUD to serve the Wimberley area, a petition must be filed with the
TNRCC. The petition must be signed by a majority in value of the holders of title of the
land within the proposed district. If there are more than 50 persons holding title to the
land in the proposed district, then the petition is sufficient if it is signed by 50 holders of
title to the land. The petition must also describe the proposed boundaries of the
district.

After receipt of the petition, the TNRCC will call a hearing where all interested persons
may present evidence and testify for or against the proposed district. If the TNRCC
finds that the project is feasible, practicable, necessary and would be a benefit to the
land to be included in the district, the TNRCC must grant the petition. In making its
decision, the TNRCC would consider the availability of comparable services from
other utilities, the reasonableness of the projected construction costs, tax rates, sewer
rates and other matters. The TNRCC may also exclude land it finds will not be
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benefited by inclusion in the proposed district and the boundaries would be redefined
accordingly.

Another possibility available to the Wimberley community would be to create a water
control and improvement district (WCID) which is similar to but has fewer powers than
a MUD. Both districts have the authority to levy and collect ad valorem taxes on a|

tax revenues is the most obvious advantage to the creation of a district. On the other
hand, this same factor may cause objections to be raised by those persons who will
not receive wastewater service but who are within a district's boundaries, In order to
address these concerns, a district's boundaries could be defined to include only those
areas that will receive service. Alternatively, a district could issue revenue notes to
pay for the cost of constructing the system so that tax revenues are not used for
wastewater purposes. Also, a WCID may fund the construction of a wastewater
systemin limited areas of the district where wastewater service s desired through the
issuance of so-called "defined-area tax bonds", payable by an ad valorem tax only on
the property within the defined area. A MUD does not have this authority. The
feasibility of these options will depend upon the costs of the proposed system, as well
as the desires of the residents of the district.

Neither a MUD nor a WCID has the authority to require persons on septic tank
systems to convert to a sewer System. With respect to Woodcreek, both types of

Alternatively, the district's boundaries could include areas within Woodcreek, provided
consent by the city was received. Service to Woodcreek by a district could be
provided on a wholesale or retai basis, as is the case with a WSC.

It would be possible to create a municipality in addition to a district. The district or its
operations could be structured in a manner so that only those persons who receive
wastewater service would be subject to taxation for the cost of previding those
pality's zoning and police powers, however,
would be taxed for these services by the municipality, exclusive of the wastewater
services.

7.1.4 Municipality

Residents in the Wimberiey area may also incorporate as a municipality. We
understand-that certain citizens desire that a municipality be created because of its
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are 5001 to 9999 inhabitants, it must have not more than 9 square miles of surface
area. A Type B general law municipality has the same territorial requirements, but
must contain between 201 and 9999 inhabitants.

In order to incorporate as a Type A or B general law municipality, residents must file
an application to incorporate with the county judge, to be signed by at least 50
qualified voters. The application must state the proposed boundaries and name of the
municipality and must be accompanied by a plat of the proposed municipality. The
county judge must then order an incorporation election to be held on a specified date
and at a designated place in the community. If a majority of the votes cast at the
election are for incorporation, the county judge will make an entry in the records of the
commissioners court that the community is incorporated.

In order to incorporate a Type C general law municipality, the proposed territory must
contain between 201 and 4999 inhabitants and must meet the square mileage
requirements described above. Residents must file a written petition signed by at
least 10 percent of the qualiified voters of the community with the county judge. The
petition must request the county judge to order an election to determine whether the
community will incorporate as a Type C general-law municipality. Ifthe majority of the
votes cast in the election are for incorporation, then the county judge must enter an
order in the minutes of the commissioners court that the community is incorporated.
The incorporation is effective on the date the order is entered.

Most new municipalities begin as Type B general law municipalities. Later, as the
population of these municipalities grow to 600 or more, most municipalities convert
into Type A municipalities. A general law municipality operates under an aldermanic,
commission, city council or city manager form of government, depending upon which
type of municipality exists and the population of the municipality. General law
municipalities may only exercise those powers authorized by law. In the event the
Wimberley community chooses to incorporate, we recommend that the powers of
municipalities, and alternative forms of government, be reviewed in more detail.
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All general law municipalities are authorized to provide for a sanitary sewer system.
Significantly, municipalities are Specifically authorized to require property owners to
connect to a sewer system. A district and WSC do not have such authority. A
municipality may construct or Operate a utility system inside or outside the municipal
boundaries and may own land inside or outside its boundaries for purposes of
owning, operating and regulating the utility system. A municipality has the power of
eminent domain to acquire property inside or outside its boundaries for this purpose.
A municipality may extend sewer lines outside the municipal boundaries and may
provide wastewater service to any person outside its boundaries. Thus, a municipality
could provide wastewater service to Woodcreek on a wholesale or retajl basis, as
discussed above.

Municipalities are authorized to enter into a contract with a district or water supply
corporation under which the district or corporation will acquire for the benefit of and
convey to the municipality a water system or sanitary sewage collection and treatment
system. Such a contract need only be approved by the governing body of the
municipality, rather than by the voters at an election. The contract can also provide
that the municipality assumes ownership of the utility system upon completion of
construction of the system or at the time that all debt incurred by the district or
corporation is paid in full. A contract of this nature may appeal to the Wimberley area
since a water supply corporation or district could be formed to construct and finance
the acquisition of a system (by revenues or taxes paid by those persons who receive
wastewater service) and upon satisfaction of all outstanding debt, the system could

then be conveyed to the municipality.

A municipality has the power to levy and collect ad valorem taxes from all property
within its boundaries, but such taxes cannot be used to retire general obligation bonds
without the approval of the voters of the city. This taxing authority may raise objections
from those persons who will not receive wastewater service from the municipality. On
the other hand, these persons probably do desire the police protection, zoning and
other services which a municipality may provide. The concerns of these individuals
may be resolved by utilizing a Separate water supply corporation or district to finance
a wastewater system, as described above. Alternatively, the municipality could own
the system but could assess up to nine-tenths of the cost of constructing the system to
those persons benefited by the system, pursuant to §404.064 of the Texas Local
Government Code. To utilize this power, the municipality would have to issue
certificates in evidence of assessments levied upon the benefited property (which
constitute liens). By ordinance, the municipality would determine the time and terms
of payment of the assessments. The assessments may be made only after a hearing
and may not exceed the enhancement of value to the property resulting from the
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improvements.

A final option would be to create a public improvement district (PID) within a
municipality and/or use tax increment financing in the area to be benefited by the
sewer system. A PID represents a defined area of a municipality in which an
improvement project is undertaken that benefits that part of the municipality. One of
the improvement projects for which PIDs may be created is the acquisition,
construction or improvement of wastewater facilities. A PID is normally created so that
the costs of infrastructure may be financed in part by the municipality and in part by the
owners of property within the PID. The owners of propenty within the PID are required
by law to pay at least 10 percent of the total costs of the improvements, but they may
pay the entire costs of the improvements, if so required by the municipality. The debt
is amortized through the payment in annual instaliments by individual property owners
of an assessment against each property based upon the benefits each property owner
receives as a result of the construction of the improvements. The municipality pays its
portion (if any) of the costs of the improvements by issuing bonds or setting aside
revenues for such purpose.

Although a PID is identified as a "district", it should not be confused with municipal
utility districts and other special districts which are local governmental entities. A PID
is not a separate governmental entity and the municipality may retain as much control
over the management and creation of the PID as it desires.

In order to create a PID, a petition must be submitted to the municipality by the owners
of at least 50 percent of the value of real property in the proposed district and either
the majority of owners of real property in the proposed district or the owners of the
majority in area of land in the district. After feasibility studies are conducted and an
assessment method is determined, a public hearing is held. Based on the public
hearing, the municipality must make findings as to the advisability of the proposed
improvements, their estimated costs, the method of assessment and the
apportionment of costs between the proposed improvement district and the
municipality as a whole. After the hearing is held, the municipality may order the
creation of the PID; an election is not necessary.

Tax-increment financing is a method of financing "urban renewal projects”. An
election must be held to determine if the majority of qualified voters approve the
method of financing. Typically, a municipality would issue tax increment bonds, the
proceeds of which would be used to pay for the costs of constructing the wastewater
system. The tax increment bonds would be payable only from the increase in tax
revenues received from the property benefited as a result of the improvement project.
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Tax increment financing or the creation of a PID within a municipality in the Wimberley
area would obviously be an appealing solution to address the concerns of those
persons who do not desire to pay taxes for a sewer system from which they will not
receive service. However, whether these financing vehicles will be feasible will
depend upon the cost of the system, the number of persons who will connect to the
system and whether they are willing to bear such costs.

7.1.5 Summary

It is apparent that a number of different entities may be created for purposes of
providing wastewater service to the Wimberley community. The most expedient way
for wastewater services to be provided would probably be through the existing water
supply corporation. Unlike the other options, a separate entity would not have to be
created. No incorporation elections would be required and petitions from landowners
would not have to be completed. Instead, the existing water supply corporation would
merely have to apply for a sewer CCN through an administrative process at the
TNRCC. The certificated area of service for the corporation could be defined to
include only those areas that will receive wastewater service or could include a larger
area to cover potential development.

There are a number of drawbacks to this alternative. First, the water supply
corporation may not be willing to provide wastewater service. In addition, such a
corporation cannot compel its members to connect to a sewer system. ltalso has no
statutory authority to levy taxes. As a result, depending upon the number of persons
who connect to the system, it may not be economically feasible to pay for the
construction and operation of a wastewater system through operating revenues alone.

Itis known that a number of residents in the Wimberley area desire that a municipality
be created for zoning and police purposes, regardless of whether a wastewater
system is constructed. If a municipality is created, it could own and operate a
wastewater system or could obtain wastewater service from another entity created to

finance and operate the system.

A municipal form of government for the Wimberley area would require that an
incorporation election first take place for purposes of creating the city. Certainly, the
potential tax liability associated with a new wastewater system could be an issue in
such an election. To address this concern, the municipality may be able to provide
wastewater service for only portions of the incorporated area, or it could obtain
wastewater service from the water supply corporation or another entity that may be
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created to finance and operate the system. The System could then be conveyed to the
municipality after all indebtedness has been satisfied. Alternatively, the municipality
could create a PID so that only the property benefited by the system will pay for the
cost of the system. The total number of persons that potentially could be served by the
proposed system and the cost of the system would have to be evaluated to determine
whether it is financially feasible to create a PID or to utilize tax-increment financing.

7.2 FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS OF PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
7.21 Financing Alternatives

The magnitude of the capital investment required for implementing any one of the
structural wastewater collection, treatment and disposal options described in Chapter
6 represents a substantial financial burden for any small community, let alone a new
incorporated city, district or authority as would likely be the case in the Wimberley
area. With anticipated capital costs ranging from $5,000,000 to $13,000,000 for the
various options, long-term financing will be essential for effective plan implementation.
Such financing can be provided through local bond sales, commercial lending
institutions, private enterprises, and/or certain federal and state governmental
organizations. This includes such entities as banks, bond companies, privatization
companies engaged in owning and operating public utilities, the Farmers Home
Administration, and the Texas Water Development Board. Certainly, all available
financing alternatives for the proposed wastewater management plan should be
thoroughly investigated as part of the final project planning and implementation
phase.

7.2.2 Plan Implementation Costs )
The ultimate implementation costs for any form of wastewater management plan that
includes construction of wastewater collection, treatment and disposal facilities must
take into consideration financing costs and costs for operation and maintenance. For
purposes of this planning study, the current financing terms offered by the Texas
Water Development Board through its Development Fund have been used to estimate
financing costs and the ultimate system costs to individual wastewater system
customers. These terms, 5.75-percent annual interest rate over 20 years, are
considered to be very reasonable in the current financial market and appropriate for

purposes of this planning effort.

Costs associated with operation and maintenance of treatment facilities have been
estimated based on the actual experience of the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority
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with owning and operating several small wastewater treatment plants in the region.
These plants range in size, or treatment capacity, from about 0.050 million gallons per
day (MGD) up to about 7.0 MGD, which encompasses the range of wastewater design
flows being considered in this study, i. e., 0.315 to 0.865 MGD as listed in Table 6-4.

The total capital costs of the several structural options for wastewater collection,
treatment and disposal summarized in Table 6-5 have been extended to total
implementation costs by adding costs for financing and for operation and
maintenance of the wastewater treatment facilities. These costs are presented in
Table 7-1 in terms of annual costs and monthly costs per living unit equivalent
connection. The living unit equivalents (LUEs) used to establish the connection costs
for each of the options have been derived from those listed in Table 6-3 for the
individual subareas and other service areas that are included within the various

options.

As shown in Table 7-1, the estimated Year-1995 monthly costs per LUE connection
are in the $75 to $105 range. These cost figures are based on the assumption that the
entire cost of the various wastewater collection, treatment and disposal alternatives
would be borne solely by the initial customers that currently couid be connected to the
alternate wastewater systems because of their proximity to these systems. This is not
a very likely scenario in that it assumes there will be no other customers added to the
systems in the future, even though the systems are designed with capacity to handle
about twice the volume of existing wastewater flows. Obviously, the Year-1995 costs
per LUE connections are artificially high, but they do serve to reflect an absolute upper
limit on the monthly cost of the various wastewater systems to existing customers.

The Year-2015 monthly costs per LUE connection (approximately $34 to $54) provide
a more reasonable indication of the actual wastewater system costs to individual
customers. These monthly connection cost figures reflect spreading the total costs of
the wastewater systems among all potential customers within the service areas of
each of the different options. These are the costs associated with operating the
wastewater systems at their design capacity with all anticipated customers within 'the
service areas connected to the systems beginning in 1995. Creative financing of the
wastewater projects involving early interest-only payments and other techniques can
be helpful in achieving these levels of monthly connection costs (approximately $34 to
$54) throughout the financing periods of the wastewater options.

It is important to recognize that all of the capital costs and the monthly costs per LUE
connection presented in Table 7-1 include the costs associated with installing
customer gravity service connections ($800 per connection) and grinder pumps
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($3,000 per connection), where needed, for all existing private residential and
commercial customers within the service areas of each of the wastewater collection,
treatment and disposal options. As an alternative, the cost of installing private service
connections and gravity pumps, where needed, could, and probably should, be borne
by the individual customers. In addition, a connection fee, say $1,000 per connection,
could be charged to the individual customers for the priviledge of Obtaining
wastewater service. Assuming these cost and fee policies are adopted, then the
capital costs for each of the planning options will be reduced, as will the total annual
costs and the monthly costs per LUE connection. Table 7-2 presents these adjusted
costs. As indicated, the effect of transferring some of the initial cost burden for
implementing the wastewater collection, treatment and disposal options from the
wastewater utility to the individual customers results in noticeable reductions in the
monthly costs per LUE connection. These adjusted monthly costs per LUE connection
range from about $30 to $41 for the Year-2015 condition, which reflects a reduction of
about ten to twenty-five percent of the corresponding monthly costs presented in Table
7-1 for the case with the wastewater utility paying the entire amount of the construction
and connection costs.
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8.0 REGIONAL WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

8.1 TECHNOLOGICAL ASPECTS
8.1.1 Wastewater Treatment Plant Alternatives

As noted previously, the growth and development of the Wimberley area has
progressed to the point where alternatives to individual onsite septic tank systems for
wastewater treatment and disposal must be given serious consideration. From a
technological viewpoint, one or more centralized wastewater treatment plants capable
of handling the wastewater loadings from major portions of the planning area
probably represent the most effective wastewater management alternative. Several
options for implementing wastewater management plans comprised of collection,
treatment and disposal facilities have been identified, with differences among these
options being the size and location of the service areas, and hence the volumes of
wastewater treated, and the means for disposing of the treated effluent.

The collection systems all have been preliminarily located and sized using a set of
prescribed standards and criteria, and therefore, the individual collection systems are
compatible with regard to their general features and configurations. Some result in
more disruption of existing infrastructure and property than others and possibly
greater environmental impacts. These disruptions and impacts are directly related to
the size of the service areas of the individual options..

With regard to treatment levels, the assumed effluent quality for the different treatment
plant options reflect the requirements of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation
Commission with regard to effluent disposal, i. e., irrigation of golf courses and
pastures or discharge to the Blanco River. The proposed treatment levels and the
resulting water quality are fully consistent with the uses of the surface water bodies in
the region. The type of effluent disposal used does impact fand requirements for the
treatment plant sites and effluent disposal facilities. The irrigation options require
more land at the treatment plant sites to store effluent before it is irrigated, and, of
course, land is required for the irrigation operations. It has been assumed, however,
that the irrigation land can be readily obtained through long-term lease arrangements
with local farmers and ranchers or golf course operators.

In essence, any of the structural alternatives for collecting, treating and disposing of
wastewater from the different service areas within the planning area can be
implemented with few differences regarding technological factors. The primary issues
to be addressed relate to the size of the desired service area and the generally
proportionate disruptions in existing infrastructure and life activities and impacts on
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the environment.
8.1.2 Nonstructural Wastewater Control Alternatives

In the absence of implementing structural wastewater collection, treatment and
disposal measures, the region is faced with employing various forms of regulatory and
nonstructural controls to assure that future onsite wastewater treatment and disposal
systems are properly installed and operated and/or that future development in the
area is undertaken so as to minimize the potential environmental impacts and risks.
The existing Hays County rules for onsite wastewater treatment and disposal systems
are intended to provide a reasonable level of protection for water supplies, water
quality and public health and to avoid the threat of poliution or nuisance conditions.
These rules provide a solid framework for establishing more stringent regulations for
controlling septic tank instaliations and operations in the event that appropriate
structural wastewater management measures are not implemented or in unsewered
areas in general. Additional provisions that should be considered for incorporation in
these rules include:

* Increased distances for off-sets of private onsite wastewater systems
and facilities from watercourses.

* Required annual inspections of private onsite wastewater systems
and facilities,

* Required inspections and upgrading of private onsite wastewater
systems and facilities whenever properties are sold.

* Possibly with new Legisiative authority, creation and adoption of
watershed management ordinances that include specific regulations
for land development that provide protection of surface and ground
water systems.

* Requirements for more sophisticated onsite wastewater treatment
and disposal processes and systems.

8.2 INSTITUTIONAL ASPECTS

The most expedient way for wastewater services to be provided within the planning
area would probably be through the existing water supply corporation. Unlike other
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options, a separate entity would not have to be created. No incorporation elections
would be required and petitions from landowners would not have to be completed.
Instead, the existing water supply corporation would merely have to apply for a sewer
CCN through an administrative process at the TNRCC. The certificated area of
service for the corporation could be defined to include only those areas that will
receive wastewater service or could include a larger area to cover potential
development.

There are a number of drawbacks to this alternative. First, the water supply
corporation may not be willing to provide wastewater service. In addition, such a
corporation cannot compel its members to connect to a sewer system. ltalso has no
statutory authority to levy taxes. As a result, depending upon the number of persons
who connect to the system, it may not be economically feasible to pay for the
construction and operation of a wastewater system through operating revenues alone.

Itis known that a number of residents in the Wimberley area desire that a municipality
be created for zoning and police purposes, regardless of whether a wastewater
system is constructed. If a municipality is created, it could own and operate a
wastewater system or could obtain wastewater service from another entity created to
finance and operate the system.

A municipal form of government for the Wimberley area would require that an
incorporation election first take place for purposes of creating the city. Certainly, the
potential tax liability associated with a new wastewater system could be an issue in
such an election. To address this concern, the municipality may be able to provide
wastewater service for only portions of the incorporated area, or it could obtain
wastewater service from the water supply corporation or another entity that may be
created to finance and operate the system. The system could then be conveyed to the
municipality after all indebtedness has been satisfied. Alternatively, the municipality
could create a PID so that only the property benefited by the system will pay for the
cost of the system. The total number of persons that potentially could be served by the
proposed system and the cost of the system would have to be evaluated to determine
whether it is financially feasible to create a PID or to utilize tax-increment financing.

8.3 FNANCIAL ASPECTS
The Year-2015 monthly costs per living unit equivalent (LUE) connection presented in
Tables 7-1.and 7-2 for the structural wastewater managment options (ranging

between approximately $34 and $54 without customer service connection charges
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and between about $30 and $41 with customer service connection charges) provide a
meaningful indication of the actual wastewater system costs to individual customers.
These monthly connection cost figures reflect spreading the total costs of the
wastewater systems among all potential customers within the service areas of each of
the different options. These are the costs associated with operating the wastewater
systems at their design capacity with all anticipated customers within the service areas
connected to the systems. Creative financing of the wastewater projects involving
early interest-only payments and other techniques can be helpful in achieving these
levels of monthly connection costs throughout the financing periods of the facilities.

Based on the costs per LUE connection as summarized in Tables 7-1 and 7-2, the
least expensive options typically are those handling the higher wastewater volumes;
however, the actual cost differences in terms of the monthly costs per LUE connection
are not appreciable among the various alternatives. Probably the most effective
approach would be to implement one of the smaller-scale options initially in order to
obtain wastewater service for the downtown central business district and adjacent
commercial areas and the Wimberley ISD schools. This system then could be
expanded to other areas over time.
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9.0 WATER CONSERVATION AND DROUGHT CONTINGENCY PLANS

9.1 PLANNING AREA

For purposes of these Water Conservation and Drought Contingency Plans, the
planning area includes the area of southwestern Hays County that surrounds the
downtown square in the community of Wimberley, including the Woodcreek corporate
area and adjacent residential developments, the Living Centers of America nursing
home, local recreational areas and the Wimberley ISD schools.

8.2 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The objective of the Water Conservation Plan is to reduce the quantity of water
required for specific activities, where practical, through implementation of efficient
water use practices. The Drought Contingency Plan provides procedures for both
voluntary and mandatory actions to temporarily reduce water usage during a water
shortage crisis.

Drought contingency procedures may include water conservation practices and
prohibition of certain uses. Both are tools that water managers have available to
effectively employ during a wide range of water demand and supply conditions within
the public water supply service area.

The average daily water use in the area approaches 140 to 150 gallons per person
during the summer months, but typically is less than 100 gallons per person during the
winter. The statewide average daily water consumption is in the range of 150 to 190
gallons per capita. ltis the goal to adopt a Water Conservation Plan for the Wimberley
area that will reduce daily water use per connection by ten percent. Achieving this
goal would in effect, increase the customer service capacity of the water facilities by
an equivalent quantity.

The Drought Contingency Plan includes those measures that can significantly reduce
water use on a temporary basis. These measures involve voluntary reductions, and
water rationing. Because the onset of an emergency condition is often rapid, it is
important the plans be prepared in advance. Further, the citizen and/or customer must
know that certain measures not used in the water conservation plan may be
necessary if a drought or other emergency condition occurs. It is the goal of the
Drought Contingency Plan to reduce water used during an emergency situation or

prolonged drought by five percent.

The Wimberley Water Supply Corporation (WSC), which supplies water to those
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residential and commercial users in the planning area that are not in the Woodcreek
Utilities service area, has adopted a Drought Contingency Plan that generally
conforms to the recommended Drought Contingency Plan presented nerein. The
Wimberley WSC does not have a Water Conservation Plan, and it is recommended
that the draft Water Conservation Plan presented in this planning report be adopted by
local water purveyors in the planning area.

9.3 WATER CONSERVATION PLAN

The Water Conservation Plan addresses all aspects of water conservation, including
public information and education, water conserving plumbing codes, water
conservation retrofit programs, water conservation-oriented rate structures, universal
metering and meter repair and replacement, water conserving landscaping, leak
detection and water audits, and wastewater reuse and recycling. The following is a
summary of each of these items.

9.3.1 Public Information And Education

Water conservation practices will be promoted by informing the public of methods to
conserve water. Information and educational programs that are on-going and will be
incorporated into this plan include distribution of educational packages developed by
the State and GBRA through area schools and posting of information sources for
available water conservation literature (see Addendum A). Information pertaining to
water conservation techniques also can be made available to customers every month
as part of the billing process (bill stuffers and fliers), as well as, to new customers who
are tying into the system.

The overall public education effort will be divided into three segments: a first-year
program, a long-term program, and a new customer program.

First-Year Program - the first-year program will include the distribution of

educational material, including brochures and newsletters or news releases,' to
initially explain the program. Material will be provided at least two times during
this firstyear. This initial effort will be followed by helpful hints on ways to save
water inside and outside the home (see Addendum B).

Long-Term Program - the long-term program will include news releases to

provide information on water conserving practices. Mail outs will be utilized
during extremely stressful periods.
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New Customer Program - all new customers will be informed of the water

conservation program by a special information packet or document. The packet
will describe the conservation program and explain its goals and solicit the help
and participation of the new customers.

9.3.2 Water Conserving Plumbing Codes
The use of water saving fixtures will be required for all new construction and for

replacement of plumbing in existing structures (remodeling). Following is a summary
of the standards required for residential and commercial fixtures.

Toilets: The maximum use will not exceed 2.2 gallons of water per flush.
Flush toilets: The maximum use will not exceed 2.0 gallons of water per flush.
Tank-type urinal: The maximum use will not exceed 1.6 gallons of water per flush.
Flush valve urinal: The maximum use will not exceed 1.6 gallons of water per flush.
Shower Head: The maximum use will not exceed 2.75 gallons of water per minute.
Faucets: The maximum use will not exceed 2.2 gallons of water minute.
Hot Water Piping: All hot water lines will be insulated.
Swimming Pools: New pools must have recirculation filtration equipment.
Drinking Water Must be self-closing.

Fountains:

9.3.3 Water Conservation Retrofit Program

Retrofit of existing plumbing fixtures will be accomplished through the voluntary efforts
of individual water users for their homes and businesses.

9.3.4 Water Conservation-Oriented Rate Structure

The rate charged customers for water supply and delivery can have an important
influence on water use. Rate changes may be implemented to establish an increasing
block rate structure to incourage reductions in water use. '

9.3.5 Universal Metering and Meter Repair and Replacement

All water service connections should be metered. A schedule for testing meters is
established as follows:
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Production, master meters or Test once per year
meters greater than 1.5”

Meters larger than 1" up to 1.5 Test once every three years

Meters 1" or less Test once every ten years
9.3.6 Water Conserving Landscaping
Water conserving landscaping practices will be initiated through public information
and educational programs. Builders, developers, nurseries and -other businesses

involved in outdoor landscaping will be encouraged to provide products that conserve
water.

9.3.7 Leak Detection and Water Audits

The existing water supply system currently has a leak detection program which will be
maintained. The program includes:

* ldentification of high water use areas and potential leaks based on monthly
water use”accounting by the billing computer and readings from master
meters.

* Constant monitoring of meters and storage tanks in order to identify major
watermain breaks.

* Visual inspections by meter readers and system employees to provide a
constant watch for abnormal conditions indicating leaks.

* An adequate maintenance staff which is available to repair any leaks.
9.3.8 Recycling and Reuse
There are no customers at this time that would be able to recycle water.
9.5.9 Means of Implementation and Enforcement

The Water Conservation Plan will be voluntary and will be implemented and enforced
(though compliance is encouraged) by the following methods:
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 Service tap applicants will be encouraged to utilize water conservation
plumbing fixtures. Water system staff will be used to encourage the
installation of water saving plumbing devices in new buildings.

+ The rate structure will encourage retrofitting of old plumbing fixtures which
are using large amounts of water.

* Adoption of new plumbing regulations regarding water conserving plumbing
fixtures will be strongly considered.

9.3.10  Annual Reporting

Annual reports will be made to the Texas Water Development Board within 60 days of
the anniversary date of the loan closing throughout the life of the loan. The report will
include the water conservation activities during the previous year relative to this plan
and will include:

* Progress made in the implementation of the program
* Public response

+ Effectiveness of plan in reducing water use
9.4 DROUGHT CONTINGENCY PLAN

Droughts and other uncontrollable circumstances can disrupt the normal availability of
water supplies. During drought periods, consumer demand is typically higher than
under normal conditions. The lack of adequate system treatment and storage and
distribution system failures can also present emergency water demand and
management situations.

It is important to distinguish drought contingency planning from water conservation

planning. While water conservation involves impiementing permanent water use
efficiency and/or reuse practices, drought contingency planning establishes temporary
methods or techniques designed to be used only as long as the emergency exists. .

The key elements of the Drought Contingency Plan are identified and described in the
following sections.
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Drought Trigger Conditions

Mild Drought - Mild drought'conditions and contingency measures will be in
effect when the daily water use equals or exceeds 90% of treatment or pumping
capacity for three (3) consecutive days.

Moderate Drought - Moderate drought conditions and contingencies will be in
effect when the daily water use equals or exceeds 95% of treatment or pumping
capacity for three (3) consecutive days.

Severe Drought - Severe drought or system limitation conditions will be in
effect when daily use equals or exceeds 110% of treatment or pumping
capacity for three (3) consecutive days or if failure of any system component
results in diminished treatment or distribution capacity.

Critical Conditions - Critical drought or system limitation conditions will be in
effect when the public water supply is not dependable and/or may not be
suitable for human consumption because of natural or other disasters.

Drought Contingency Measures

Mild Condition - Under mild drought conditions, the citizens will be notified that
a trigger condition has been reached and will be asked to reduce water use

and to otherwise conserve water.

Moderate Drought - Citizens will be asked to continue implementation of water
conservation measures. In addition, a mandatory lawn watering schedule will
be publicized. The mandatory lawn watering schedule will permit watering only
between the hours of 8 pm and 10 am.

Severe Drought - Outside water use, which includes car washing, window
washing and pavement washing, will not be permitted except when a bucket is
used. A mandatory lawn watering schedule will be implemented. Watering will
occur only between the hours of 8 pm and 10 am.

Critical angiﬁgns - All uses of the public water supply will be banned except
in cases of emergency.
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9.4.3 Education and Information

The purpose and desired effects of the Drought Contingency Plan will be
communicated to the public through articles in local newspapers and supplemented
by pamphlets and notices. When trigger conditions appear to be approaching, the
public will be notified through publication of articles in local newspapers, with
information on water conserving methods.

Throughout the duration of drought contingency measure implementation, reguiar
articles will appear to explain and educate the public on the purpose, cause and
methods of conservation for that condition. '

9.4.4 Initiation Procedures

Prior to formal notification of a drought condition, a statement will be issued to all
media sources warning that a potential drought condition is approaching. Once a
trigger condition is reached, a formal notification will be made that a particular drought

condition is in effect.

9.4.5 Termination Notification

Termination of the drought contingency measures will take place when the trigger
conditions which initiated the contingency measures have subsided. The news media
will be notified that the emergency condition has passed.

9.4.6 Means of Implementation

The Drought Contingency Plan will be implemented through a resolution by the
appropriate legal entity.
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Addendum A

Water Conservation Literature

Single copies of all of Water Conservation publications and materials can be obtained
at no charge. Larger quantities can be obtained through special arrangement or at
the cost of printing. To make a request, write: CONSERVATION, Texas Water
Development Board, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711-3231. Examples of
available literature include: agricultural conservation, municipal conservation, water
resource planning, and audio visuals.
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Addendum B

Water Saving Methods That Can Be Practiced
By The Individual Water User

In-home wateruse accounts for an average of 65 percent of total residential use, while the remaining 35
percent is used for exterior residential purposes such as lawn watering and car washing. Average
residential in-home wateruse data indicate that about 40 percent is used for toilet flushing, 35 percent for
bathing, 11 percent for kitchen uses, and 14 percent for clothes washing. Water saving methods that can
be practiced by the individual water user are listed below.

A. BATHROOM

1.

11.

Take a shower instead of filling the tub and taking abath. Showers usually use less water
than tub baths.

Install alow-flow shower head which restricts the quantity of flow at 60 psi to no more than
3.0 gallons per minute.

Take short showers and install a cutoff valve or turn the water off while soaping and back
on again only to rinse.

Do not use hot waterwhen coid willdo. Water and energy can be saved by washing hands
with soap and cold water. Hot water should only be added when hands are especially dirty.

Reduce the level of the waterbeing used in a bath tub by one or two inches if a shower is
not available.

Tum water off when brushing teeth until it is time to rinse.

Do not let water run when washing hands. Instead, hands should be wet and water should
be turned off while soaping and scrubbing and turned on againto rinse. A cutoff valve
may aiso be installed on the faucet.

Shampoo hairin the shower. Shampooing inthe shower takes only alittle more waterthan
is used to shampoo hair during a bath and much less than shampooing and bathing
separately.

Hold hot water in the basin when shaving instead of letting the faucet continue to run:

Test toilets for leaks. To test for a leak, a few drops of food coloring can be added to the
waterin the tank. The toilet should not be flushed. The customer canthen watch to see if
the coloring appears in the bow! within a few minutes. If it does, the fixture needs
adjustment or repair. .

Use atoilet tank displacement device. A one-gallon plastic milk bottle can be filled with
stones or with water, recapped, and placed in the toilet tank. This will reduce the amount
of waterin the tank but still providing enough for flushing. (Bricks which some people use
for this purpose are not recommended since they crumble eventually and could damage
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the working mechanism, necessitating a call to the plumber),

i2. Install faucet aerators to reduce water consumption.

13. Never use the toilet to dispose of cleaning tissues, cigarette butts, orother trash. This can
waste a great deal of water and also places an unnecessary load the sewage treatment
plant or septic tank.

14. Install anew low-volume flush toilet that uses 3.5 gallons or less per flush when building a
new home or remodeling a bathroom.

KITCHEN

1. Use a pan of water (or place a stopper in the sink) for rinsing pots and pans and cooking
implements when cooking rather than turning on the water faucet each time a rinse is
needed.

2. Never run the dishwasher without a full load. In addition to saving water, expensive
detergent will last longer and a significant energy saving will appear on the utility bill.

3. Use the sink disposal sparingly, and never use it for just a few scraps.

4. Keep acontainer of drinking water in the refrigerator. Running waterfromthe tap until itis
cool iswasteful. Better still, both water and energy can be saved by keeping cold waterin
a picnic jug on a kitchen counter to avoid opening the refrigerator door frequently.

5. Use a small pan of cold water when cleaning vegetables rather than letting the faucet run.

6. Use only alittle waterinthe pot and put alidon it for cooking most food. Not only does this
method save water, but food is more nutritious since vitamins and minerals are not poured
down the drain with the extra cooking water,

7. Use a pan of water for rinsing when hand washing dishes rather than a running faucet.

8. Always keep water conservation in mind, and think of other ways to save in the kitchen.
Smallkitchen savings from not making too much coffee or letting ice cubes meltin a sink
can add up in a year's time.

LAUNDRY

1. Washonly a full load when using an automatic washing machine (32 to 59 gallons are
required per load). .

2. Use the lowest water level setting on the washing machine for light loads whenever
possible.

3. Use cold water as often as possible to save energy andto conserve the hot water for uses
which cold water cannot serve. (This is also better for clothing made of today's synthetic
fabrics.)

APPLIANCES AND PLUMBING
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Check water requirements of various models and brands when considering purchasing
any new appliance that uses water. Some use less water than others.

Check all water line connections and faucets for leaks. If the cost of wateris $1.00 per
1,000 gallons, one could be paying a large bill for water that simply goes down the drain
because of leakage. A slow drip canwaste as much as 170 gallons of water EACH DAY, or
5,000 gallons per month, and can add as much as $10.00 per month to the water bill,

Learnto replace faucet washers so that drips can be corrected promptly. Itis easyto do,
costs very little, and can represent a substantial amount save in plumbing and water bills.

Check for water leakage that the customer may be entirely unaware of, such as a leak
between the water meter and the house. To check, allindoor and outdoor faucets should
be turned off, and the water meter should be checked. Ifit continues to run ortumn, aleak
probably exists and needs to be located.

Insulate all hot water pipes to avoidthe delays (and wasted water) experience while waiting
for the water to "run hot".

Be sure the hot water heater thermostat is not set high. Extremely hot setting waste water
and energy because the wateroften has to be cooled with cold water before it can be
used.

Use a moisture meter to determine when house plants need water. More plants die from
over-watering than from being too dry.

OUT-OF-DOOR USES

1.

Water lawns early in the morning during the hotter summer months. Much of the water
used on the lawn can simply evaporate between the sprinkier and the grass.

Use a sprinkler that produces large drops of water, rather than a fine mist, to avoid
evaporation.

Turn soaker hoses so the holes are on the bottom to avoid evaporation.
Water slowly for better absorption, and never water on windy days.
Forget about watering the street or walks or driveways. They will never grow a thing.

Condition the soil with compost before planting grass or flower beds so that water will soak
in rather than run off. '

Fertilize lawns at least twice a year for root stimulation. Grass with a good root system
makes better use of less water.

Learn to know when grass needs watering. lf it hasturned adull grey-green or if footprints
remain visible. It is time to water.

Not water too frequently. Too much water can overload the soil so that air cannot get to
the roots and can encourage plant diseases.




10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.
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Not over-water. Soil can absorb only so much moisture and the rest simply runs off. A
timerwill help, and either akitchen timeror an alamclock willdo. An inch and one-half of
water applied once a week will keep most Texas grasses alive and healthy.

Operate automatic sprinkier systems only when the demand on the town's water supply is
lowest. Set the system to operate between four and six a.m.

Not scalp lawns when mowing during hot weather. Taller grass holds moisture better.
Rather, grass should be cut fairly often, so thatonly 1/2 to 3/4 inch is trimmed off. Abetter
looking lawn will result.

Use a watering canor hand waterwith the hose in small areas of the lawn that need more
frequent watering (those near walks or driveways or in especially hot, sunny spots.)

Learn what types of grass, shrubbery, and plants do best in the areaand in which parts of
the lawn, and then piant accordingly. Ifone has aheavily shaded yard, no amount of water
will make roses bloom. In especially dry sections of the state, attractive arrangements of
plants that are adapted to arid or semi-arid climates should be chosen.

Consider decorating areas of the lawn with rocks, gravel, wood chips, or other materials
now available that require no water at ail.

Not "sweep” walks and driveways with the hose. Use a broom or rake ihstead.

Use a bucket of soapy water and use the hose only for rinsing when washing the car.
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Wimberley View - July 2¢

County addresses on-site wastewater

By Harrell King
- Staff Writer

Hays County Commis-
sioners Monday addressed a
problem they had been wait-
ing approximately two years
for the State of Texas to
resolve. The issue involved
regulations dealing with the
proper installation, mainte-
nance and discharge of on-
site wastewater systems.

The issue was brought to
the attention of the court by
Director Allan Walthers. of
the Environmental Health
Department who told com-
missioners it was time to
stop waiting for the Texas
Natural Resource
Conservation Commission .
(TNRCC) to finish revising its
regulations. That process’
could take another year or
longer, he explained.

Meanwhile, the director
and commissioners agreed
the county’s regulatory sys~:
tem needed an overhaul. |

Walthers said he was see-
ing the introduction of a
number of new types of
wastewater systems,

designed by professionals.
The nature of these designs
could affect the way in which
. the county has traditionally
looked at small lot sizes for
home sites.

Revising the regulations |
would also provide an oppor-
tunity to address sites over!
the recharge zone. The coun- '
ty also could encourage cer-
tain types of fine treatment.
through the development of
new rules.

Precinct 2 Commissioner
Jeff Barton agreed., “There
are things we can do to
enhance our position in
negotiating with agencies
such as the EPA."

With the recent increase
in  environmental

through the Endangered
Species Act and the
Outstanding National
Resource Waters proposal,
Hays County Judge Eddy
Etheredge said the issues
“brought home some short-
comings that we have.”

He added. “We're going to
have to take a little different
view of how the Health*
Department treats septic sys-
tems.”

The judge also acknowl-
edged that the county could

not make much headway
with federal agencies if they
told them Hays County could
take care of its own problems
"and then we turn around
and ignore the problem.”

In negotiating over federal
regulation of local areas,
Etheredge said county offi-
cials would only be taken
seriously if they provide
alternatives to ONRW's. This
could be done by “keeping
our rules current and
strict.”

Perhaps seeking to enlist
the aid of local school dis-
tricts in holding off such fed-
eral intervention. Etheredge
said if the imposition of the
proposed non-degradation
standards were to lower
property values, “it will also
affect school districts.”

Moving specifically back
to the subject of wastewater,
commissioners_  discussed

action'

some additional options if
new design and technology
were recognized.

By setting specific stan-
dards, the county could
€ncourage some actions,
deemed as desirable, and
discourage others.

Among those which could
be encouraged, if the proper
standards were in place,
were cluster developments
with contained or planned
open spaces for more effi-
cient land use.

Barton suggested that
such plans might be “more
effective if we let the market
dictate that.” He did
acknowledge the possibility
of  creating incentives for
more efficient systems and
land use by “knocking down
bureaucratic barriers.”

Discussion included the
possibility of developing a
regional wastewater system.
though it was agreed that no
funding was available from
CAPCO.

The ONRW once again
creeped back into the discus-
sion, as Etheredge told com-
missioners if the designation
were implemented “we would
be prohibited from collective
systems which would have
any kind of discharge.”

Walthers said most agen-
cies, at every level of govern-
ment favor subsurface dis-
charge.

Commissioners asked
Walthers to begin working on
a draft revision of wastewater
regulations in preparation
for a detailed workshop on
the subject.

They also asked him to
prepare an instructional pro-
gram for the court. to bring
them up to speed on the dif-
ferent types of systems avail-
able, both innovative and
conventional.




Day's use approaches 1 million gallons ~

July 30, 1994 - Wimberley View

Water use at record
high as wells go dry

By DB Bearden

Staff Writer
Water usage at the

"Wimberley Water Supply
reached an all time high with
982,000 gallons recorded on
Sunday. The reading was for
the previous days use so last
SaturdayWimberley residents
were doing everything they
could to keep cool or to keep
theiryards green. Water utility
manager Lanny Montague is-
sued a warning last week that
the community must volun-
tarily limit outside watering to
once every five days.

Montague said, “Daily us-
age should be limited to drink-
ing, cooking and bathrooms. If
this doesn't work, we'll have to
put a total ban on all outside
watering. .

An audit of Wimberley Wa-

ter Supply daily usage since

May indicates that water use

has doubled or tripled. On

Sunday May 1 'a tota] of

378.000 gallons were recorded

from the previous days usage.

One week later usage leaped to
-448.000 gallons. By the last
Sunday in May usage recorded
had increased to 568,000 gal-
lons.

During the month of June
usage crept up to breach the
600.000 gallon mark and then
on July 5, 871,000 holiday
gallons were recorded.

The box above shows the
most recent week's water us-
age that is averaging almost
870,000 gallons a day.

There have been reports of
many water wells in Wimberley
going dry. Montague said they
have added 63 feet of pipe to
one well to keep the pump be-
low the water line.

_On Monday the Barton

o

Springs/Edwards Aquifer
Conservation District issued
a Drought Alarm due to drop-
ping water levels and a fore-
cast for continued hot, dry
weather. Board president
Patrick Cox said, “Water lev-
els in key monitor wells have
dropped below the established
trigger points and have re-
mained there for at least |4
days.” -

Persons holding Pumping
permits from the disirict are
required to begin Cconservation
measures with a goal of a 20
percent reduction in monthly
water use. The district has been
under a Drought Alert since
August 1993. '

According to the conserva-
Hondistrict water levels insome
locations in western Hays
County are approaching lows
last seen in the drought of the
1950s.

——— e ——— e
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County okays GBRA
‘attempt at regional
‘Wastewater study~

By Harrell King
Staff Writer

. Addressing the Hays~ County Commissioners Court
Monday, Precinct 3 Commissioner Craig Payne said, “As most
of us are aware, Wimberley, the City of Woodcreek and the
school district in Wimberley... all of us have some sort of
sewer problems.”

He said Wimberley has had these problems for years. In’
addition, the City of Woodcreek is overloaded and the school
district is having problems dealing with growth in the area,
Payne related.

In an effort to encourage the finding of a solution to these
problems, Payne suggested that the court compose a letter of 1
support, acknowledging the need for regional wastewater |
study. f

The letter would accompany a grant request by the
Guadalupe/Blanco River Authority (GBRA) to the Texas
Water Development Board. “This is actually going to be just
a letter of support and sponsorship for this application by

. GBRA,” Payne emphasized. . - -
Additional letters of support would be
forthcoming from the City of Woodcreek and
the Wimberley Independent School District,
the commissioner added.

" With Payne's motion receiving a second'
from County Judge Eddy Etheredge. approval |
was unanimous. : o

Payne said he would be drafting the letter -
immediately and would release additional
information once it was complete.

v - .- —_——————




Wastewater treatment
object of future study

By DB Bearden
Holly Media Group

“We're one of the players
making a proposal.” said David
Welch, Director of Planning and
Development for the Guadalupe

" Blanco River Authority.

After months of discussion
by the Wimberley Study Group
about water quality problems
facingthe comrmunity, the GBRA
Is looking at alternatives and
making cost estimates for devel-
oping a regional waste water
treatment plant for the Wimber-
ley Valley.

“Wimberley is a challenge due
to the soil conditions-and be-
cause it is a growing area with
New people moving in, you need
some form of wastewater treat-
ment. We're trving to see what
kind of facility is feasible there,”
said Welch. .

Welch said that while GBRA
does operate wastewater treat-
ment plants elsewhere. a facility
in Wimberley could be operated

by a Municipal Utility District
or a Water Conservation and
Improvement District as well.
“We have had some experi-
ence. We operate four rural
plants at Canyon Lake, Lake
Dunlap, Northcliff and Springs
Hill. In addition we have oper-
ated a large plant in Victoria
since 1972 and will be building
anewone at Lockhart,” he said.
Development in Wimberley
has been restricted by county

health officials who are reluc-
tant to permit new septic sys- ,
tems. In addition the Wimber-
ley school district and Wood-

creek Utilities have systems that

have béérideciared beyond their .

permitted capacity.

Welch said that the GBRA
was involved in discussions with
the City of San Marcos, which
is seeking a new permit for its
wastewater treatment plant.

The San Marcos River Founda-

tion is asking the city to reduce
See GBRA, page 9 -

the amount of pollutants re-
leasedintothe river bevond what
they haverequested. San Marcos
Is currently permitted at 20-20
— Biological Oxygen Demand
and Total Suspended Soiids,

While the treatment level is
determined by the stream and it
isdifficult to compare treatment
permits. Welch cited the follow-
ing permits for GBRA operated
plants: Dunlap — 10-15:
Springshij} — 2.5-3: Northcrest
- 20-2.5: and Canyon Park —
10-15.

Plans underway for a pos-
sible Wimberley plant involve
meetings at the Water Develop-
ment Board to develop a study
grant. Welch said the grant pro-
posal would be completed and
submittedin the next two weeks.
He said a Population study with
an ability to pay analysis plusa
system cost and design would
be included. He said there isa
lot of support for the study from
the people in Wimberley. )

Mayor of Woodcreek J €annine
Poolsaid she had attended meet-
ings at the Water Development
Board but that the City of Wood-
creek has not discussed partici-
pation in a regional wastewater
treatment plant. The council has
discussed possible purchase of
Woodcreek Utilities from the re-
sort.

The GBRA is looking at all of
Hays County. “There are a Iot of
small communities that need
water.” said Welch.

The GBRA recently partici-
pated in the discussions that
might lead to the purchase of
Blue Hole by the Texas Nature
Conservancy. The river author-
ity operates parks in ‘locations
where there is compatibility for
recreation and dedication. In
Seguin they operate Nolte Is-
land in conjunction with a power
plant and at Cleto Creek there is
a cooling pond with 3,100 sur-
face acres and a dam that s also
used for recreation.

Welch said the niver author-
ity would probably not be inter-
estedin acquiring park land that
is notin conjunction with a util- ,
ity service. )
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$15,000. and Hays County, with a contribution of $1.985.

According to the grant applicdtion, filed by GBRA the
responsibility “for the overall administrative and fiscal man-
agement of the project, including coordination of the various
technical activities undertaken by the different study partic-
ipants.”

“I'm just super delighted,” said Jene Williams, chairperson
of the Wimberley Study Group. “We've been moving in this
direction every since that first meeting,” held in August,
1993. David Welsh, with TWDB said the “fairly comprehen-
sive study” will be coordinated on a local level with Williams.

The group met in August with Carolyn Briton, head of the
regional planning division of the TWDB to coordinate the
funding request. Present at the meeting were WISD
Superintendent of Schools Vernon Newsom, Eddie Gumbert, '
City of Woodcreek Mayor Jeanine Pool and Tony McGee.

When contacted Thursday, Hays County Commissioner
Craig Payne said, “I'm very happy about it.” However, he
noted that the performance of the study was “the tip of the
iceberg.” By way of the study, the community would need to
“look at and digest the overall environmental financial
impacts.”

Completion of the study was estimated at approximately
one year.




Wastewater study spurred

by Wimberley area growth |

impacts.”

View Staff

With nearly every commu-
nity in the central Texas area
wrestling with what many
are calling uncontrollable
growth, it should come as no

activities undertaken by the
different study participants.®

“I'm just super delighted,”
said Jene Williams, chairper-
son of the Wimberley Study
Group. “We've been moving

Completion of the study ;[

was estimated at approxi-
mately one year,

ACCOI'ding to the appuca-

the need for the funding

é
ton submitted by the GBRA. |

assistance is based on the
fact that “pe single gover-
mental entity exists with the
authority or resources for
Planning, Implementing,
funding or operating an over-

in this direction every since
that first meeting,” held in
August, 1993. David Welsh,
with TWDB said the “fairly
comprehensive study” will be
coordinated on a Jocal level

Surprise that the Wimberley
community is no immune.
Organizing an effort one
and a half years ago, con-
cerned citizens in  the
Wimberley area sought out a

!

method with which they
could examine problems
connected with surface and
well water.

With the awarding of a
grant last week by the Texas
Water Development Board,
those who helped to initiate
the drive for assistance rev-
eled in the fruition of their
goals.

The result of an applica-
tion by the Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority, the
grant will provide $43,875
for the primary funding of
the study.

Matching funds were prov
ided by GBRA and Hays
County, totaling $1,685. In
kind services will be provided
by each participating group,
with the GBRA providing the

majority, Hays County about

half of that amount and the
Wimberley Citizens Group
matching the county.

Local participation wil] be
primarily in the form of coor-
dination and information
compiling.

" According to the grant
application, filed by GBRA
the* responsibility “for the
overall administrative and

with Williams.

The group met in August
with Carolyn Briton, head of
the regional planning divi-
sion of the TWDB to coordi-
nate the funding request.
Present at the meeting were
WISD Superintendent of
Schools Vernon Newsom,
Eddie Gumbert, City of
Woodcreek Mayor Jeanine
Pool and Tony McGee.

When contacted
Thursday, Hays County
Commissioner Craig Payne
said, “I'm very happy about
it.” However, he noted that
the performance of the study
was “the tip of the iceberg.”
By way of the study, the
community would need to
“look at and digest the over-
all environmental financia]

———

according to the
because
Region has grown so rapidly
over the past two decades.”

all wastewater management
program that can effectively 1
address present ang future
water pollution
throughout the area_

problems |

The planning is needed,
proposal,

“The wimberley

. tion  growth,

The environmentally sen-
sitive nature of its rural ter-
rain has “undergone signifi-
cant physical change and
experienced a variety . of
adverse impacts.”. ’

As a result of the popula-
due. to a
“spillover from the high-tech
development along “the I-35
Corridor,™ the "absence of
organizational “management
and planning and the “reluc-

! tance of:local - residents ‘to

submit '_1hem3@§_§: &d?;lb'éal
governmental plarining _and

regulatory restrictions,” seri-

- ous problems with water and

land resources.in ‘the.-area
have occurred. 375 ¥5:7 .
The planning will focus on
overall “wastéwater. ‘facility
and water pollution ‘control
T LU OnE i
needs. .., rewarthiof Ty

T
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The Blue Hole has been a favorite
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County quits neggations
to purchase the Blue Hole

M Officials say $2
million price for
swim area too high

By Zexe MAcCORMACK
American-Statesman Staff

Sticker shock prompted Hays
County to drop negotiations for
the purchase of the Blue Hole, a
favorite swimming hole consid-
ered for use as a county park.

The 125-acre parcel along Cy-
press Creek is now being consid-
ered for use as a mobile home
park, said Kirby Perry, general
partner for Blue Hole Manage-
ment Ltd.

He said the asking price is $2
million for the property off RM
3237 near Wimberley but that it
might be leased to mobile home
park operators if no sale agree-
ment can be reached.

In negotiations with the county;

(WIMBERLEY |

the price to $1.5 million, but the ne-
gotiator for the county topped out
at $1.1 million.

Commissioners voted last sum-
mer to have Jim Fries of the Texas
Nature Conservancy negotiate for
them. .

If terms had been reached, plans
called for the Nature Conservan-
cy to buy the property and hold it
until funding was available for
purchase by the county.

Hays County Judge Eddy
Etheredge last week called Blue
Hole negotiations “a dead issue.”

“They weren’t willing to come
down (enough), and there was way
too much money in between,”
Etheredge said.

Commissioner Craig Payne, who
represents the Wimberley area,
agreed with decision not to raise
the county’s offer; but said, “I wish
we could have come to terms be-
cause it’s an ideal piece of prop-

erty for a park.

“If it falls into hands of a pri-
vate developer it could be gone.”
he said.

The county’s proposal to buy the
Blue Hole drew mixed reactions
from patrons of the swimming
hole that has been operated as a
private club since Perry’s group
bought it in 1973.

Perry said that he doubts a mo-
bile home park will be received
any more favorably by surround-
ing property owners but that the
partners are intent on generating
revenue from the property.

The mobile homes would be on
a biuff overlooking the swimming
hole area, which would remain
open for swimming and camping,
Perry said.

He said the property could han-
dle 100 mobile homes, which
would be connected to the waste-
water treatment plant that cur-
rently serves the Deer Creek Nurs-
ing Home.

Perry said, the partners dropped

swimming area for peo-

1994 statt file photo

officials have pulled out of negotiations to buy the site. sav-
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in small group discussions with landowners, environmentalists,
property rights organizations and other stakeholders.

.:I think the meetings have been very productive, and I've learned
a lot about what people in Hays County want in a plan like this,” he
said. “...(I)t's clear there’s strong local concern over water and qual-
ity of life issues, and a plan that focuses on those things rather than
relief from federal regulation has received a lot of support.”

Some county residents and property rights’ groups are concerned
about the process being expedited too quickly and involving the use
of an out-of-state agency.

Moreover, a new plan to help protect endangered species in Cen-
tral Texas is expected momentarily from Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt. The centerpiece of the proposal apparently will be a revolv-
ing fund for land acquisition.

The U:S. Interior Department plan could be unveiled this month,
with its approval coming in the spring.

“The Endangered Species Act is law, and it must be dealt with,”
said County Judge Eddy Etheredge. “They're going to have to make
some decisions regarding endangered species, and those decisions
will affect Hays County. :

“With that, the intent is to come up with an alternative for locally-
generated program to take the place of federal mandates. We've got
a lot of work to do, and a fairly short amount of time to get it done.”

Further, environmentalists are under some of the sharpest attacks
in years from conservatives in Congress, property-rights advocates
and commercial interests that see environmental regulation as the
enemy of economic growth.

For instance, a growing number of legislators want to toughen risk
assessment requirements and protect property owners from intru-
sive environmental regulations.

“The local community has an interest in endangered species pro-
tection if for no other reason than to prevent the federal government
from taking over land development from the county.” Olson said.
“That's been a real problem in California.”

“The important thing as a Court is to stay focused on our inten-
tions,” Etheredge said. “Those fntentions are to put in place a mech-
anism providing for the protection of endangered species and con-
servation of our natural resources, while at the same time allowing
continued growth to go on in the county without dealing with daily
federal bureaucracy.”

As a related discussion item, Chuck McKinney made a presenta-
tion to the Court concerning the Sustainabie Development Workshop
conducted Nov. 18-19. .

McKinney, workshop coordinator and facilitator, said the two-day
event was a great success, and participants would like additional
meetings to be scheduled.

~This is one step in a process that could be tremendous for the
county,” he said. “Everyone’s eager to continue what we've started.”

One of its goals was to bring together a diversified group of stake-
holders. That was reached through the presence of city officials, rep-
resentatives of chambers of commerce and environmental groups,
and others who spoke about a variety of topics affecting the county.

Other goals involved maintaining the county’s beauty, improving
its quality of life, and projecting its appearance in the year 2025.

In addition, the participants suggested areas of improvement to
better facilitate county changes and growth. More accountability by
the county is needed, along with the establishment of plans for spe-
cific projects and issues. Also, enhanced communication and coop-
eration was suggested. -
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GBRA receives grants from TWDB

GBRA has received approval from the
Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) for
three grant applications to study water sup-
ply and wastewater treatment needs in the
Guadalupe River Basin.

TWDB will contribute $20,230 toward a
$40,460 grant to fund a cooperative study by
GBRA, and Caldwell, Comal, Guadalupe, and
Hays Counties. The study will evaluate the
benefits of developing and operating a region-
al wastewater sludge disposal facility.
Municipalities currently operating waste-
water treatment plants in these areas spend
more than $550,000 annually to dispose of
sludge byproducts generated by the treat-
ment process. By combining their resources,
they can more effectively process and dispose
of domestic sludge, utilize new composting

techniques, and comply with future disposal’

and environmental regulations using the
most cost-effective procedures.

Another TWDB grant in the amount of
$43,785 will fund an $87.570 regional waste-
water study of the Village of Wimberley and
surrounding areas by GBRA and Hays
County. The County is experiencing rapid
residential growth. resulting in a large num-
ber of new septic tank installations. This
study will examine the potential for a region-
al facility to serve present and future waste-

water treatment needs, as well as protect the
water resources of Cypress Creek, the Blanco
River, and the Edwards Aquifer which un-
derlies much of Hays County.

A $22,000 grant from TWDB will fund a
$46.000 feasibility study to plan, construct
and operate a regional water treatment facil-
ity to benefit rural communities and water
systems in the Hays County and San Marcos
area. Participating in the study with GBRA
are the cities of San Marcos and Kyle, and
nine rural water supply corporations. Most
of these systems rely totally on groundwater.
either from the Edwards Aquifer or from a
small aquifer along the San Marcos River. By
combining their resources, they can more
effectively investigate alternative water
sources, additional treatment methods, and
address future water supply needs.

The TWDB administers financial assis-
tance funds dedicated to funding water-relat-
ed or municipal solid waste management pro-
jects. Political subdivisions of the state, or
nonprofit water supply corporations, may
apply for planning grants like those men-
tioned in this article, to help communities
pay the cost of developing regional facility

planning feasibility studies for alternative
water supply. wastewater treatment, a.nd
ﬂood control projects. :
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[Community meeting scheduled|
Officials discuss
wastewater studyz

S e .
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 View Staff ST
I n an effort to keep the local area informed and involved,

a community meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday at
the Chapel in the Hills to allow representatives of the
groups participating in the Wimberley Regional Wastewater |,
Planning Study to discuss their interest in the project and '
how the study will be conducted. ;
Representing the Texas Water Development Board, David
Welch will discuss his organization's interest in clean water .
- and the general management philosophy toward a regional
approach. The ‘importance of protecting area rivers and
creeks for the future of Wimberley will be explained by David
Weich, of the Guadalupe/Blanco River Authority. Bob
- Brandes, project director of the study will outline the study
---and explain how the community can participate.
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'Regional wastewater study;

~ gathers momen

View Staff SERRI

-ocal . citizens and
" representatives  of

organizations partic-
.ipating in the
Regional """~ Wastewater
Planning " “Study for _the

Wimberley area met Thursday |

at Cﬁapei'in;thé.gius as a!‘
!
I

.

—_— - .

* preliminary “to: initiating the

- first stage of the project.

- .Funded by a grant from,
the Texas Water Development'
Board.: represented at the;
meeting by Gordon Thorn.'-‘
the purpose of the study is t :

_develop solutions to . prob-

lems, both. immediate -and
those associated with future
growth, involving regional
water.- and . land resources
caused by ineffective control
of wastewater. - :

. Approximately 35 citizens
attended the meeting to dis-
cuss not only the goals of the
study, but also the role com- '
munity members will play in
the gathering of information
on.which the final options or
proposals will be based. ©
-~.Representing other organi-
zations involved “as partici-
pants in the study were Craig .
Payne, . : Hays, County

!

"

T 2 R
Commissioner:for Precinct 3, |
David _, ,Welsh, _of the
Guadalupe-Blanco-: -- River
Authority==: (GBRA), . -Mayor
‘Jeanine_._Pool, of the City of
Woodcreek,” ~and “~ Bob
.Brandes, of:R.J. Brandes &
'Compa.ny -*(an & engineering
consultant _firm hired by
GBRAS ;T %L

Dy = el

In -addition to - redefining
the purpose of the planning
study and displaying a map
of the study perimeters, offi-
cials fielded -questions and

explained the schedules of :
events which would lead to a

final proposal by the group.

%."A schedule of ‘Stage 1
Activity Assignments’ was
introduced, which designated !
the responsibility of the tasks
involved in the study to each
of the groups.-

- - While overall management
and coordination of the pro-
ject was listed as the respon- °
sibility of the GBRA. Brandes’
company shouldered the
responsibility of orgaru'zingi
the tasks of the study and |
making ' assignments to the !
participants. .

Commissioner Payne sug-
gested that those citizens who
were interested in parucipat-
ing in the project should
check the list of tasks and
activities assigned to the
community and contact Al
Sanders for inclusion in that
portion of the process.

While completion of the
planning study is not expect-
ed untl November. Brandes
told the audience another
meeting was scheduled for
early September to assess
the informaton on hand at
that time and to begin the
formulation of preliminary
alternative solutions.

Welsh noted that the !
-quantity of information gath-
ered by late August. includ-
ing populaton figures, pro-
jections on growth. sourcs
of water supplv and sepuc

~ system totals, would provide

a base for the developmen: of

|

t

tum; —

a rough draft report. rrom
this report. the group could
further refine options and
alternatives untij a final pro-

posal was developed. i

Brandes sajg several
options existed to fund and
control whatever plan devel-
oped as a result of the study.
"I don't think it's going to be
an easy problem to sojve. - he
observed. He said the engi-
neering alone presented a
suff challenge.

One member of the audi-
ence asked if future growth
would be taken into consid-
eration in the project.
Brandes noted. “The plan as
it evolves has to focus on
existing development and
exdsting Droperty... as new
development occurs there
are opportunites for a devel-
oper. for instance. to foot the
bill on his portion of the Sy's-
tem.”

While he did acknowledge
growth as an issue, the con-
sultant said he could not
imagine the entire study area
being serviced by whatever
plan resulted from the study. -
This, he related. was primar-
ilv. due to the amount of
financing  available and

. "what we can afford to do."

~



Other concerns ncluded
whether connecton o a area
system would be voluntary
or if recently purchased
independent svstems would
be required to connect.

Welsh informed the audi-
ence that many of those
questions would be wroned
out in the final stages of the
study. Brandes said he did-
not think the system would
work well if a large number
of residents resisted connec-
ton.

In consideration of the
final proposal. Welsh said
structural and non-swuctur-
al solutions would be
explored. Examples of non-
structural solutions included
regulations. such as expan-
sion of lot size requirements.
phosphate bans or pay toi-
lets and ‘honeywagons’ in
high-traffic public areas.
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GBRA presents initial

Wastewater study results

3y Harrell hmcf
View Staff
pproximately 30 citi-

z2ns of the Wimberlay

community wsere on
hand at Bowsan
[ntermediate School

Thursday to hear initial results of 2
wasteawater study, sponsored by the
Guadalupe-Blanco - River Authority
(G3RA).

Reprasenting the GBRA. David
Q1 explained the steps taken in
udy. how the information was
tized and what kind of options
community would be presented
w1l when the final reports were com-

oned

in addition to gathering informa-
Z2n about the number of wastewater
svsizms currantly in the defined a::a.
WWelsh said p ulau’on played a keyv
T2 in the study. Current population
23 w2l as accu'ate projecticns of
zrouwn {or the next 20 to 235 year wers
212f X2ys 10 planning effective alter-
nauves

Thos2 alternatives fell into two
g2noral catzgonies. the GBRA official
szid. one involving structural options
and e other institutional.

~ specializing in water
r2sources, :'cpla.incd that structural
{z2rnadves also fell into two cate-
2rizs. one invoiving different ovpes of
and the otbe. dealing with
and regulations.

lzrmine what type
te appropriate f

VAR 1Y)

i
)
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Q wn
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for

Brandes. an engineering '

!

e e e astee e

Brandes said, “Wa n22d
to know 'now much
wastewater we'rs actu-
ally dealing with.” 3
Breaking th= araa B8
down into subssciions.
the gdroup res :
population,
at -+.600, and th
ber and types of
u'es mch.dm" resi-
cial, .
Taking into aczzoun:
soil Gpes and
3randes said
options pr2
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Engineer
ad exdiained various options avail-
ablz to ths Wimberley communi-
ty for the disposal of was:a-

water,

and dischargs for the
disposal o:‘ iy
wasiewate 5
would be requi:=d or dra_":az-: fi=lds
if the Urrigavon o
Tn2 Bianco Riv
the densely ao:'.;.a:ed
02 used for the cischargs *::nod.
Of the two Zisposa
3randes said th2 dischar e m°:.‘r'.od
“has a higher levzi of treatment.
EZxamples of 1h2 opions presente
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included li-A. s-:.-m..'l the WISD
schocls., the downtown |
ar2z_and futurs devel-

. Robert

opm=nt of the Blue

Helz2 rract.

The weatment plant
for g:us option would
e located near
.-\'.::s. This method

weeme ot -i1;
Wil ouliize

the dis-s'!

Flite

charge methed of dis- :

oosal and hanadle a
capacity of 2€0.000
gallon par day

and admin-

; e ! : v
1572700, WAL capiald
- 4

031 were esumaleu at

. - -

*~oithzr codon
invoosed (ne same area
Yiia ek Aldisia= A7 *ha lmAasdAcanls
D.Us the addizeon ol 2 Woodeorael
TTed - imewm ~n .- o tms teamcem g
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gation menod would be used. with
‘capacity of 520.CC0 gallons per day.
~Total cos: was estmated at -more
than S1i million. (see map, page 8}
Esdumating a 30-year-financing |
package! Brandes provideéd Some esti- |
mates of monthly- payments “for. ser: -
vice for each connection..For _tb_c;-l_O"I
options presenced,” estimiated pay- |
,ments ranged from a low<of $47.32 !
"per monti to a high of $91:05.:.50. 2 7

~— - — e = LT LLAT =2 -
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“ment "It costs vou more to DICK il °
i ~aod Jmove’ it. than to treat jt.” :..
Sxplained. “You have a lot of nills.”
-he observed.. - . s
" Informing the audience that “you
nesd ‘Something in place' 5o vou can
: a%g?e__@mcing. Welsh supporte
s;atiomey” Bert Hooper's explaination
~that one of four types of organizatons
“have .to .exdst to administer the Sys-
tem. == T o-sl

—- - — . cm————

Either an 2xdsting or o
SUDDIy corporation, MUD. W
Municipalitcy must admin,
wastewater system to ‘cor
Water Developrp't::nt Board 1.
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: ?'-"-"-Wastewater-strgctural alternatives -~ . ,
As partof a wastewater study of the Wimb'erley'éré'a,'sponsored by the Guadaiupe-Bianco
River Authority, several maps ‘were presented Thursday to illustrate structural alternatives
for the disposal of wastewater.- This illustration is a combination cf twio of those mags, pro-
vided by Engineer Robert B?andeés.T’ne two circles in sections 30 & 47, with lines connect-
ing to section’3, illustrate Option 1-D. Both routes illustrate potential locations for treatment
glants, one northwest of Wimberiey and the other near Flite Acres, and the collection lines
which would suppiy them. - - :
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Wimberley
cityhood
question
resurfaces

By ENspeLIA J. OBREGON
Arercan-Siatesman S

Wimberley Kerbow's great-
grandfather founded the
communirty of Wimberiay, no one
has paid a dime in city zaxes.
Kerbow hopes it will stayv that

et

E n tha 121 vears since Dorothy

Dorothy Wimberley Kerbow says the main forces behind the drive to
ncorporaie the community her great-grandfather founded are busi- think it's fair for them to expect us to pay for it,’ she says.

For the third time in 12 years,

a campaign is under way to in-

corporate the
town. long
known as a
summer des-
tination and
artists’
colony. Pro-
. ponents havs
hired a con-
sultant with
no ties to the
Hays Counry
community
southwest of Austin to hear res-
idents’ fears and concerns at a se-
ries cf town meetdngs that begins
nextmonth.

Kerbow, paerhaps the highest-
profile opponent of incorporation
efforis in 1584 and 1987, is skap-
tical.

Campbell

—— @
~ommunity at a Crossroad

- Reopecca Mci~—t
nesses that don't want to pay for their own sewage system. ‘We dor

“This time I'm going to listen
and attend (the meetings) to see
if they have any — and you can
quote me — new tricks,"” she said

Although proponents through
the vears have toutad the benefits
of incorporation. such as conmrol
of land use, residents were sus-
picious of the messengers, usu-
ally business owners and the
Wimberley Chamber of Com-
merce. Opponents’ have coun-
tered thart mncorporation would
benefit only a faw businass own-
ars, saddling the rest of the com-
munity with another layer of

a3 23
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government and more taxes.

This time, however, an adviso-
ry committee on incorporation,
headed by Wimberley resident
and business owner Dave Camp- -
bell and Wimberiey Chamber of
Commerce President Leslie .
Howe, has hired a firm, Reed
Planning Investments of Belton,
to help determine whether Wim-
berley residents are ready to vote
ontheissueagain. - ..-~ = .

Jim Reed, a community plan-
ner. will solicit public comments i

S

- e e, :

.on the issue in meetings at the !
Wimberley High School gymna- ‘
sium at 7 p.m. on Oct. 17, Nov. 20
and Dec. 11. Residents also will
be asked whether they think the
issue should be put to a vote.

“Tdon’t bring any Wimberley ,
baggage with me,” he said. “They
get an unbiased product.™ - . .

To avoid any perception of
bias, the meetings will be mod-
erated by the Civitas Project of
Southwest Texas State Universi-
ty: The project, funded by a grant ;
from the Texas Commission for :
the Humanities, allows students ;
to study why many U.S. residents

Tomme e . R _'17. . ;-—_-:—_-_a’"- - N
are disenchanted with civic life. }

“I keep my¥'mouth shut and let
citizens give me their fears, ques-
tions, hopes and concerns abox_zé
the topic of incorporation,”said ;
Reeds gvho also is leading Salado |
— located about 60 miles north of .
Austin along Interstate 35 — :
through a similar process. ]

As part of the'study; Reed will
publish a newsletter inthe local
newspaper or mail it to regis-
tered voters in the community.--
The newsletter will include an" |
unofficial ballot for residents to}
state their preference on incor- -

YRRy pa S

Doraton. ‘

.=xLater, he will present a final re

POrT, ballot resuits and his recom-
wendation on  whether 10
mcorporate.

- -"“The ... ballot is not sciendific.
but it gives me a feel for what cid-
Zens want,” Reed said. “Some-
times civic leaders want the
community to go in a certain di-
rection, but that jsn't the direction
citizens want.”

‘Wimbedey is growing -

- Hays County Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Craig Payne said al-
though Wimberley residents have
voted against incorporation in the
past, the time has come for this
scenic hamlet by the Blanco River
to incorporate. Payne used 53,200
his precinct’s special project
budget to finance Reed's study.
*<“Times change and demograph-
ies change,” Payne said. “The
county is growing.”
~And so'is Wimnberley.- When vot-
ers in Wimberley went to the polls
in 1984, the community had a little
more than 2,000 people. It now has
about 8,000 residents. Construc-
tion is booming and traffic has
increased. :

More people means more septic
tanks. Hays County commission-
ers, worried about pollution to Cy-
press Creek and the Blanco River,
asked the Guadalupe-Blanco Riv-

ef Authority to-study bringing a -
wastewater:system to Wimberley. °

- Payne said while people com-
plain about.county government,
they don't want another layer to
duplicate services. But county go-
vernment is limited in its powers
to adopt ordinances on land man-
agement and planning, he said.
.Campbell said that if Reed rec-
ommends against voting on incor-
poration at this time, .then the
committee will drop the issue. But
Campbell said he feels it is time
for Wimberley to-consider incor-
poration_’ . e
“The other option i to let some-
one else determine what our envi-
ronment will be.five to 10 years
down the road,” Campbel] said.

-Campbell pointed to. San Mar- .

cos’ five-year master plan, which
includes annexing the Freeman
Ranch, owned by Southwest Tex-
as Staate University. The ranch lies
between Wimberley .and San

“That will put them two miles
from our closest point (in the city)
if we incorporate,” Campbell said.

" “That theans their ¢extraterritori- -

al jurisdiction) extends toward

us. e et L

Incorporation will allow us to
have ordinances for conrolled yse
of land, lmprovement of streers
and Q.IghW'ays and police protec.
ton,” Campbell sajd. “If ‘people
Say we shouidn't incorporate,
what do you think jt will be like in
five Years compared to now?"

If Wimberley had been incorpo-
rated, Campbell said, the city
would have been notified whep
the Pedernajes Electric Coopera.

tive decided 1 locate a 138,000-vols

3. . X .

Many prefer status quo -
But residents’like Kerbow may

be hard to persuade. - ot
Kerbow sajd she has opposed in-

corporation in the past for three
reasons: : :

First, she said,- the issue jg !

raised by people who moved to
Wimberlev because they like the
way It is, but then they decide they
wantt changeir. . T
Second, those who work hardest
to incorporate don't live within
the boundaries they are drawing
up for incorporation, she said. -
ird, Kerbow said, the main
reason business people and the
chamber want to incorporate is so
they can get a wastewater system
for downtown businesses. —_
“The (riversauthority) has of.
fered to build a sewer system for
the business-area, but they've
turned-it“down;*~Kerbow=said.
“That’s‘;be@,use;’theﬁnes_:th’a't
needed the service would have
had to°pay for it:- We don't think "
it's fair for them to expect us to.
pay for.it";?l.-"-".'—‘. P S R
erbow said the septic tanks in:
place “are working just fine,”- and
residents don't need another tax. ;
ing entity. The Hays County sher.
iff's department patrols the Area. -
Residents already have a county
government that “spends money
and raises taxes_ nd reason,”
shesaid - 7~ = e
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