NOTICE OF PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION
ON COUNTY RIGHT OF WAY

TQ: Kendall County Commissioners Court
Kendall County, Texas

proposes o place an
within the right-of-way or  across,
Road, in

Kendall County, Texas, as foffows: attach sketch- (give location, length, general design, depth, width, etc.)

Formal nolice is hereby given that

The objeci(s) due to be constructed on the county road as shown on the attached drawing shail be in
accordance with goveming faws, including, but not limited to any rules, regulations and policies of

Commissioners Court or the County of Kendall.

{ further understand that the County requires proper traffic control measures as those complying with
applicable portions of the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices required for adoption by the

“Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on Highways® (V.C.8. 67014d).

= The location and description of the proposed construction and appurfenances is mors fully shown by
schedules and/or complefe sefs of drawings atfached to this nolice.

t further agree to retumn the road and/or ditches to their original, or better, condition prior to construction.

KNo more than one-half (32) of any road will be closed at the same tme. One-half (%) of the road must be left
open allowing traffic to pass.

No ditch in 2 road will be left open ovemight.
No debris or other obstruction will be left in the road or right-of-way once construction is completed.
Kendail County Commissioners’ Court will be advised when construction is completed.

Each interruption of the existing road right-of-way will require a new notice of proposed construction to be filed
with Commissioners’ Court.

I further understand and agree that the County reserves the right (o give no less than thirty (30) days notice for
the removal of any object previously approved that exiends into or across the county right-of-way.

Construction will begin on or after the day of

Name: Company

Address: Fhone # .
Fax#:

Company performing the construction
Address
Fhone & Fax #

Approved by authorized county official this day of .

Kendall County Engineer

300




‘d. Sept. 24,2013
fec ) anee )W,'

Save Our Scenic Hill Country Environment, Inc.
208 W Ledge Stone Drive
Fredericksburg, Texas 78624

September 17, 2013

Lance Wenmohs

Manager, Siting and Cerlification
Lower Colorado River Authority
P.O. Box 220

Ayustin, Texas 78767-0220

Re: Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project in Gillespie, Kendail and Blanco
counties,

Dear Mr. Wenmohs,

The following comments are being provided on behalf of Save Our Scenic Hill Country Environment, an
organization with more than 575 members which inciude landowners, business and other interested
people. We are pleased to have the opportunity to provide information concermning environmental and
land use features regarding the subject project.

Our organization is generally supportive of the project based on CTEC and LCRA’s stated need {o reliably
serve an area east of Fredericksburg. However, we believe that the project should minimize negative
aesthetic and other effects.

Minimization of negative effects includes the folfowing.

» Placing the substation outside of the viewshed of U.S. 290. This area includes the growing
wine industry corridor and the associated large number of visitors.

» Working with impacted landowners and other interested parties to minimize the impacts of
the transmission line route and to select appropriate structures regarding type and color
where applicable.

We are sensitive to existing and future residential, medical, recreational, municipal, and educational land
use areas inciuding but not limited to:

The wine industry and other businesses along U.S. 290.

The Lyndon B. Johnson National Historic Park, State Park & Historic Site.
The Luckenbach entertainment area.

The Stonewall, Blumenthal and Albert communities and areas.

The Pedemales River basin.

South Grape Creek and other streams.

e * 5 & »

We would ask that the CTEC transmission lines that will connect to the new substation be described and
displayed on the Study Area map and subsequent maps.

Again, we are pleased to have this opportunity to provide our input and trust that it will be seriously
considered.

Respectfully,

flodey +

Robert Weatherford
President
Save Our Scenic Hill Country Environment, Inc.

cc: David W. Peterson, P.E. (CTEC)
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Board of Directors

Katherine Peake
President
Gillespie County

Bill Lindemann
Vice President
Gillespie County

Pam Mabry Bergman
Secretary
Blango County

Kevin Pickard
Treasurer
Gillespie County

Susan Armstrong
Travis County

Mike Krueger
Kerr County

Steve Nelle
Tom Green County

Jill Nokes
Liano County

Kassi Scheffer
Comal County

Paula Smith
Edwards County

Floyd Trefny
Bandera County

Carolyn Vogel
Travis County

HHl Country Land Truss

Yo
Hill Country
Land Trust

RECEIVED

JUN 192014
e- aol4-57
June 18, 2014 GENERAL MANAGER
Phil Wilson, General Manager
Lower Colorado River Authority
P.O. Box 220
Austin, TX 78767

Dear Mr. Wilson:

In 2012 the Hill Country Land Trust welcomed the news that the Lower Colorado River
Authority (LCRA) was forming a land trust (Colorado River Land Trust) to help protect land in
the Colorado River basin for future generations of Texans. Becky Motal, general manager at
the time, was quoted as saying, “A big part of our mission is land conversation and
stewardship of the lower Colorado River”

Since 1999 our land trust has conserved over 5,700 acres through 19 conservation
easements in the Hill Country, part of which includes the LCRA service area. One of our most
significant donated conservation easements is the 1,561 acre Hershey Ranch located in
Southeastern Gillespie County. We were recently dismayed to learn that several proposed
routes of the Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project pass across the

Hershey Ranch.

HCLT is now faced with the challenge to defend the conservation values outlined in this
easement, just as the Colorado River Land Trust would be required to do. We are dismayed
because money and effort spent on this defense would be better served in acquiring
additional conservation easements to protect more of our Hill Country landscape. HCLT
struggles to understand how LCRA can solicit conservation easements which require
protection and defense in perpetuity while proposing transmission lines over land held by

other land trusts.

We request that LCRA, in this case and in future cases, weigh conservation easements as a
factor in routing transmission fines. We also ask that LCRA reconsider the routes for this
proposed transmission lines and avoid ALL conservation easements.

We look forward to working with the Colorado River Land Trust, especially where our
missions overlap and we welcome the opportunity to discuss this issue with any of your

representatives.

Sincerely,

Kherine. . Peake

Katherine Peake
President

Cc: Lance Wenmohs, LCRA; LCRA Board of Directors; Colorado River Land Trust Board of
Directors; and Judy Boyce, Hershey Ranch

Fradericksburg, TX 78624 830.997.0027 wwiwl hilicountrylandtrust.org

302

Past Office Box 1724




ANUNOD JIH oys Jo SN Y1 JO) oUDIBR e
R LED 9M UI9BL, Susdold umo SR JO 1y
QY IO seYy oy swealp pue suompen Aroisny
UL IaPISUOD 18N JaumopL|| ysrs 25N uon
"BAIBSUOD puel 10 JuLden|g [eIsuss ou 81 @IBYL
B[ROE pug spoou oppods Mok SIBaW Uom
ueid e dopaap o) nos UM AID8IID yiom 01 Apess
SPUBIS ISIIL pUet Anunod e oy ‘Auodoid UMD
NOA 1o sining oyi Jnoqge PRLIIDUOD 91 NOA i

PURL DU JO SIOUMO Daning pue

JUSLIND O} S1BUBG X21 PUR 12101 SIWouGDe IPIA
-0ud Avws pue pugt oyl jo osn 2NN} VY 10 SaNsIP

: >JAUMO B SOZIRLOWDW 1Y) [UuBWnoop 2801 e
“ e wrge S1IUNUDSED UOHBAIOSUOS
V OSIDumo oyl Suoue
UOHRIIMUIIOD 18e1) [0 10
guruueid jo soer ay ysn(
81 1 Uayo Inq ‘sciyspiay
10 SOIIOUODS A uLALp
24 UBD wLE) 10 youes e
dn yeelq o) UoIsIep ByL

» 8661 paysgeisy
R o] >

Aend tsiem pue
SPaYsISIEM SIpPUM Uo
anssard sosesiour ose
PUBJ JO UOISIAID UL "pooy
i HOAll JO sURDWE IBUG Y0os
T . Ol pesiop a1 soque)
LA o pUR USILTUAD $OILOUODD
3 1eD0f 8Y) 0 SUOCUNQINUGH
Lt / ‘SQUHOBD  uoponpold ‘gn
“SBa00P 9715 Auedoxd sy uewdoasp ygnoay
uoneswiBelr o1 sgndaosns 180W 9 ofu pioe
000T 01 pOg vy W sontodoy pugl your pug
WHRY JO 8SO[ U uoneu oi) sped Apuaimd sexay,

el

pya

mrarmen¥ Ware

P. @a i

PQ.Box 1724
Fredericksburg, Texas

«MOLOWAL JO AnUNoD [IE sy
- 2Ipai) hiopal. savjoy) no,

- 4 s N e it s i 2 s




Bio ISIUPUDIAIUROD) Y MMM o ajisqam 1o of off 10
L200£66-088 10 3%8 s{pobB voyoasesasd inok
#noqo Uofipyasucs b aBubLR of 1o uoyowsOM Bi0u Jog

soxs} ‘Bingsyoepaly
vaLi xeg 0d

5 S5 @@%@mmmz&

?&wgem@ ; 7] >,

‘§eDIE BUIPUNDLNS PUR $OpUROD
UDDHNDOK ‘eqes uesg ‘sesedwe ‘uopng
UDNROS EPIRMPY Loy ‘[e9Y ‘elopurg
OIS0 THRPpUDY fewed ‘sdel 'oourly
ARG OUR[T CHOSEI COIQUIN ‘pleusk
UT DATIDL ST ISNLL pURT ANUNGD 111 a4

JUWIASH AU Jo I0JUDID Ju) fig pacssar ffoor
-f0ads 28N AUB UO UCGHINSHI D 10 'S530D U fo uwif n rou
‘diysioumo fo jsunn v Jou SIUDWISSET UOYBAIOSUOD) v

IURWRSDY JUaupuLad HU) fo suuy oy fig punaq aq mpm
AUMNO 0ISSADINS DD NG *Spupy 2BuUnYD Aow Ausdord Ayl
AW LN "SMAN DILR0S 10 SOYIS DUOISIY IopqoLy MM 1210Mm
‘Pupp pIroubn sayanpoid 80 $o0Nosar yons 199501 01 I3pIo :
Uy ‘puop a4 1o sy uo 90pid o) 950042 ADW PUMO Aladord n 2 gl
uoRsmsal paap jusunwiied o S) JuStIesey UOIIBAIOSUOD v

.ngOc\Cm\rm: \notww% th.smgﬁomkcx.:cbo.u ItH spxa ayy SOcQ:OkE saunssaid
juswdopiep asusiul AlBuispesou DI PSUIBOU0D sisumopun) juspisal Aq pesziuobio
uoypiodios (g} (o) 0g 1usuiulercB-ucu ‘tosd-vou o sy ysniyy PUDT Ayqunosy iy sy

,\A.CCDOU \TI m;t ut senssi COEO)M@%.@&Q &O SEUBIOMND UQQDQ o5 of

PUD] 81 4O Ajj1goia ojwouoss ey} Buioyisos inoyum diyspipmeys pup} sjqis
-uodssJ Ieysoy byt seoyooid puo swosBoid uo UOHDWIOJU} JO uoyDUIISSSI(]

SJUBWBSDE UOHDA
~185U0D pup] Jo uoybuop By yBnouyy Ausdoid 418y} yo 181oDIDYS [DUNyDU
8yl srtesoid o 1o8)0 k.:gnc:EO\, oYM siauMopud] eppatrid Yim Jiom of

‘sleumopuDn) Ayunos iy 4O sjpoB

uonpbaissaad oyisads 84t o} pasojioy suonydo siqojIpAD jo oBupi o dey0 of
‘Peiouoy sib seysim ssoyy einsus

ot suoyoedsu pnuuo 12MPUOD O] pup saysIM wisy Buoy s1y searesoid DYy
weswnoop [pbe) o Buypeid uf IBUMOPUD] D §51SSD 04 51 uonouny Aipwd ingy

ISIUL pueT AnunoD [IH QUL JO Suonounyg

« MOLIOWOL JO ANUNOD [[IH 9ULL.

D

‘Anadoid ok oy sppog pue sposu
DUEDBds INOA ssnosip o) SIBCUUIDW INO [0 BUO
1DRIUOD 01 NOA 98RINOOUD om g sasy Apw
NOA SUONSOND SWOS Iomsue 1M QINyD0Ig 1YL

"PURT SIY I0] 9ININJ L1 S9800YD 91 ‘PrIYR SIRaA OUl Ul i umo Aew
OUM JO 859[1eBal "PUel SIY UO JuemM JOU 530D JQUMO ot jey; juow
-doteaap vinny sininsol Adwis wewpses UOHRAIDSUOD v 1sed oy ur
sey ay se Apsdord oy SuZin anupuoD o 8B sty dn oAl LUSQ0D
DY "USWVSRY UONBAIDRUOD © USHIGRISS 01 $9500U0 IDUMOPUR] B UDUM

‘Aredord jo uonasiold
Wist S1I0] oYl BINSUS 0] ‘Sludlwoses UONRBAISSUOD PYJjeD ‘5100
Je3el ot peplaoid sey 1O oY) ‘egurl uado 10 pue [eUONESIND]
PBUSIAIEM © your BUBiOM e 10} oG reuyiaum Aselor o) oalosaid
s1oguBrou digy o) sem o] HouL, (IToH) 1snag, pueT Anuno) i oy
POZILRBIO SI10UMOpUR] ARUNOD NiH RBIUNIOA 10 dnoig ¢ 8661 W Noue

95USS POOT 9yewW LUsoep 10| AIUBUD O ) FUARST ALDOY oyl
SM JBL suoIsop diyspiemals oyl uo pusdap s ey uipnys
MO eyl Ao K syL ‘sn QINJAY SUDE QALY OUM I50U] JO Wopsim
SUI U0 pusdop 2151 YoM pue 2Al OLM. SIIIUES DU} USAD PUB OJIDIM
AU 01 puR| 9y WO} BINSRON om sunpieag uepodun g A IO Aea
SI pue ANuned i ay Sunoajord ey soiBe RPINoM JuoA19As 150N

Jeold Aepo. S9OIoUD INnQ,



T oy, |

EMNERGY « WATER « COMMUNITY SERVICES
June 25, 2014

Katherine Peake

President

Hill Country Land Trust

P.O. Box 1724
Fredericksburg, Texas 78624

Re: Blumenthal — 138-kV Transmission Line Project

Dear Ms. Peake:

Thank you for your letter of June 18 regarding LCRA Transmission Services
Corporation’s (LCRA TSC’s) Blumenthal — 138-kilovolt (kV) transmission line project,
and its possible effect on the Hershey Ranch on which the Hill Country Land Trust
(HCLT) holds a conservation easement. | took particular note of HCLT's request for
LCRA (TSC) to, “...avoid ALL conservation easements” in routing the prospective
transmission line routes {emphasis in your letter).

Unfortunately, your request for LCRA to avoid all consetvation easements in routing
transmission lines is not something LCRA or LCRA TSC can do. As you may know,
transmission line routing criteria are contained in the Utilities Code and the Substantive
Rules of the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC), neither of which currently
contain an exception for land trust property. LCRA TSC is not at liberty to ignore those
routing criteria, nor can it establish its own routing criteria separate and apart from the
statutory and regulatory criteria contained in the statute and the rules.

Your concern for the HCLT’s land trust property is certainly understandable. As we
have moved through the public input phase of this project, we have heard similar
concerns shared by every private property owner who faces the possibility of having the
PUC approve a transmission line that crosses his or her property. At this point in the
process, LCRA TSC has not selected the final transmission line routes it will propose in
the Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN) application, which | am informed by
staff will be filed in the fall of this year. However, if any route ultimately proposed in the
CCN application by LCRA TSC affects the Hershey Ranch, | would suggest that you
intervene in the case and raise your arguments with the PUC, which will ultimately
decide where the transmission line will be constructed. If the final route selected by the
PUC happens to affect the Hershey Ranch, LCRA TSC representatives will work with
the landowner and HCLT to find workable solutions to mitigate any previously identified
impacts to the property, as well as to negotiate a value for the transmission line

easement.

P.O., BOX 220 « AUSTIN, TEXAS ¢ 787487-0220 « {512) 473-3200 » 1-800-776-5272 » WWW.LCRA.ORG 305




Katherine Peake
June 25, 2014
Page 2

Finally, | feel compelled to address a point in your letter that suggests an inconsistency
in LCRA’s involvement in the Colorado River Land Trust and LCRA TSC's preliminary
routing proposal on the Hershey Ranch. LCRA believes strongly that land trusts help
conservation easement owners better control development on sensitive Jands.

However, being able to control development on sensitive land does not lead to a
conclusion that all necessary public infrastructure should be prohibited. The two are not

incompatible.

Again, thank you for taking the time to contact me about HCLT’s concerns.

Phil Wilson
General Manager

CC: LCRA Board of Directors
Colorado River Land Trust Board
Lance Wenmohs

LOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY 306




From: Dan Snodgrass [mailto:dsnodgrass@TNC.ORG]
Sent: Friday, May 30, 2014 2:16 PM

To: Lance Wenmohs

Subject: [External] Blumenthal Substation Questionnaire

Lance,

It was nice meeting you yesterday in Lindendale for the meeting with landowners along Highway 1888.
As we discussed, | work for The Nature Conservancy and we hold a Conservation Easement on property
owned by Chris Hale. As I'm sure you have seen in other locations, the landowners in this area are very
concerned about the possibility of the line coming down 1888. Obviously as holder of a Conservation
Easement The Nature Conservancy is also very concerned. | would urge you to select routes that don’t
cross properties that have permanent protection in the way of a conservation easement. These tracts
are held in conservation due to the abundance of wildlife species (both threatened and endangered) as
well as for the scenic beauty. Although conservation easements don’t trump eminent domain, it would
be extremely detrimental to the land as well as the ability to use conservation easements as a tool in the

future.

Many conservation easements are donated by landowners to prevent fragmentation of land and to
protect the biodiversity and unique characteristics of some of the most special places in the country. As
our state continues to grow, we undoubtedly need to keep up with needs such as power, but to cross

- special lands set aside in perpetuity would be very detrimental to our natural resources. Please keep
this in mind as the project progresses and search for areas that have the least impact to natural
resources and avoid any conservation easements and scenic byways. | planon participating throughout
the process and am available to help in any way that | can to protect properties that are protected with
permanent conservation easements.

I enjoyed the meeting yesterday and think you and your colleagues handled yourselves very well in what
I'know is likely not pleasant conversation at times. | have attached my answers to the questionnaire.

Sincerely,

Dan Snodgrass

Dan Snodgrass The Nature

Associate Director of Land Conservancy g .

Conservation Johnson City Field TheNature
Office Comemncy -

dsnodgrass@tnc.org . 302 Main Street Protecting naturs, Pressrving life”

(512) 468-6900 (Mobile) ; P,O. Box 1207

Johnson City, TX 78636
nature.org
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EGEIVE

MAY g 2014
L.W.

%efemésburg'

THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY
Canvention and Visitor Bureaun

By

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, LCRA Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC) and Central Texas
Electric Cooperative (CTEC) are proposing to build new electric transmission facilities that
could be located in portions of Gillespie, Blanco and Kendall counties; and

WHEREAS, LCRA TSC plans to build a new 138-k'V transmission line to connect CTEC’s
proposed new electric substation in Gillespie county to LCRA TSC’s existing 138-kV electric
transmission line that runs through northern Kendall and western Blanco counties; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this project is to improve the reliability of the electric transmission
system while meeting the region’s growing demands for electric power including CTEC’s
customers east of Fredericksburg; and

WHEREAS, the scope of the proposed project is significant, requiring 10 to 20 miles of new
transmission line and 10 to 20 acres of land for the new substation; and

WHEREAS, U.S. Highway 290 East between Stonewall and Fredericksburg is the main
approach route for visitors coming to Fredericksburg and Gillespie County from the four major

metropolitan areas of Texas; and

WHEREAS, Wine Enthusiast magazine in February, 2014 named the Texas Hill Country as one
of the 10 Best Wine Travel Destinations in the world for 2014; and

WHEREAS, the electric project’s study area is the very epicenter of this wine industry in
Gillespie County, generating increasing amounts of sales tax for the county and an expanding

customer base for CTEC; and

WHEREAS, Hill Country views and aesthetics are a vital part of the appeal of businesses in
“Texas Wine Country,” including wineries, peach orchards and Wildseed Farms;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF THE
FREDERICKSBURG CONVENTION AND VISITOR BUREAU:

That the Fredericksburg Convention and Visitor Bureau is generally supportive

of the project based on the need for additional electric capacity in the service area;
however, the project should minimize negative aesthetic and economic impacts in this
rapidly growing business cotridor of Gillespie County along Highway 290,
Specifically, the substation should be set back a minimum of one-half mile from

U.S. Highway 290 and the associated 138-kV transmission lines should also be

S U]g T ;8624 ] 8 0 997 3 1 888 99; 3600 F 8 0 997 8 88 | ow W, tf ed.élleS bUlgix.CDm
Fle([el ( k b X - 3 652 . 3 K 5 W' Visi - l

302 East Austin Street &




set back a minimum of % mile from U.S. Highway 290. Additionally, the transmission
lines should not be located in the view shed of any established winery or tourism-
oriented business.

Passed and approved this 27" day of May, 2014.

Max}f/)?;asterﬁn/g, Chairmzn—)
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May 20, 2014

ECEIVE

Mr. Lance Wenmohs

Manager, Siting and Certification
Lower Colorado River Authority MAY 22 2014
P.0O. Box 220, Mail Stop DSC-D204

T 3 Byl‘- %m’noéf

Austin, TX 78767-0220

Dear Mr. Wenmohs:

Attached please find the Resolution passed by the Gillespie County Economic Development
Commission at our Board of Directors meeting on May 16, 2014, relating to the Blumenthal
Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project. T don’t think many of us can oppose the
apparent need for additional electric capacity east of Fredericksburg. However, we would ask
that LCRA and CTEC be prudent in siting of the substation and routing of the associated
transmission lines and attempt to minimize negative aesthetic and economic impacts to the area.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this input.

Sincerely,

im Lehmberg
Executive Director

Enclosure
cc: Mr. Robert A. Loth IIT

302 EAST AUSTIN - FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 78624 - PHONE 830.997.6523 - 888.997.3600 - FAX 830.997.858810




RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, LCRA Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC) and Central Texas Electric
Cooperative (CTEC) are proposing to build new electric transmission facilities that could be located in

portions of Gillespie, Blanco and Kendall counties; and

WHEREAS, LCRA TSC plans to build a new 138-kV transmission line to connect CTEC’s proposed
new electric substation in Gillespie county to LCRA TSC’s existing 138-kV electric transmission line that

runs through northern Kendall and western Blanco counties; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this project is to improve the reliability of the electric transmission system
while meeting the region’s growing demands for electric power including CTEC’s customers east of

Fredericksburg; and

WHEREAS, the scope of the proposed project is significant, requiring 10 to 20 miles of new
transmission line and 10 to 20 acres of land for the new substation; and

WHEREAS, U.S. Highway 290 East between Stonewall and Fredericksburg is the main approach route
for visitors coming to Fredericksburg and Gillespie county from the four major metropolitan areas of

Texas; and

WHEREAS, Wine Enthusiast magazine in February, 2014 named the Texas Hill Country as one of the
10 Best Wine Travel Destinations in the world; and

WHEREAS, the electric project’s study area is the very epicenter of this wine and tourism industry;

NOW THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE GILLESPIE COUNTY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION:

That the Gillespie County Economic Development Commission is supportive of the project based
on the need for additional electric capacity in the service area; however, the project should
minimize negative aesthetic and economic impacts to the area. Specifically, the substation and
associated 138-kV transmission lines and poles should be set back a minimum of one-half mile
from U.S. Highway 290 and those transmission lines and poles should not be located in the
immediate viewshed of any winery, tourism or agritourism-oriented business. LCRA TSC and
CTEC should work with landowners to minimize the impacts of the transmission line route and
be sensitive to their requests regarding structure type and placement. LCRA TSC and CTEC
should treat landowners courteously, professionally and justly; including appropriate
compensation for land, easements and any diminishment in value of the property’s remainder.

Passed and approved this 16th day of May, 2014,

¢ -

T?ﬁ Lehmberg, Executive Director
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Texas Wine and Grape Growers Association
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, LCRA Transmission Services Corporation {LCRA TSC) and Central Texas Electric Cooperative (CTEC)
plan to build a new 138-kV transmission line to connect CTEC’s proposed new electric substation in Gillespie
county to LCRA TSC's existing 138-kV electric transmission line that runs through northern Kendall and

western Blanco counties; and

WHEREAS’, the purpose of this project is to improve the reliability of the electric transmission system while
meeting the region’s growing demands for electric power including CTEC's customers east of Fredericksburg;

and

WHEREAS, the scope of the proposed project is significant, requiring 10 to 20 miles of new transmission line
and 10 to 20 acres of land for the new substation; and

WHEREAS, the acres of land are part of commercial winery and vineyard operations that could be significantly

compromised; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Wine and Grape Industry provides an economic impact to the State of Texas exceeding
$1.8B; and

WHEREAS, the electric project’s study area is the very epicenter of this wine industry in Gillespie County, and
the state of Texas, generating increasing amounts of sales tax for the county and an expanding customer base
for CTEC, as well as, supporting area job growth and statewide agriculture growth; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Hill Country aesthetics are a vital and required part of the desirability of the area that
brings visitors to “Texas Wine Country,” specifically the wineries, vineyards and other related agri-tourism

businesses;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TEXAS WINE AND GRAPE GROWERS ASSOCIATION :
That the Texas Wine and Grape Growers Association understands the need for additional electric
capacity in the service area; however, the project should minimize negative aesthetic and economic
impacts in this rapidly growing business corridor of Gillespie County along Highway 290.
We support the resolution passed by the Fredericksburg Wine Road 290 who stage the substation
should be set back a minimum of one-half mile from U.S. Highway 290 and the associated 138-kV
transmission lines should also be a minimum of ane-half mile from U.S. Highway 290 and should not be
located in the view shed of any established winery or tourism-oriented business.

Passed and approved this 29™ day of May, 2014.

Jim Evans, President, Four Point Cellars, Fredericksburg

Pat Brennan, Director, Four Point Cellars, Fredericksburg

Monty Dixon, President Elect, Bar Z Winery, Canyon

lohn Rivenburg, Treasurer, Bending Branch Winery, Comfort
Bob Landon, Secretary, Landon Winery, McKinney and Greenville
Cliff Bingham, Director, Bingham Family Vineyards, Meadow
Dusty Evans, Director, Sprayberry Vineyards, Midland

Jon Bowden, Director, Alta Mira Vineyards, Houston

Ron Yates, Past President, Spicewood Vineyards, Spicewood
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Chris Hull, Director, Llane Estacado Winery, Lubbock

Brian Heath, Legislative Commiittee, Grape Creek Vineyards, Fredericksburg

Susan Steger, Director, Tara Vineyards & Winery, Athens

Bill Blackmon, Director, William Chris Vineyards, Hye

Dana Pool, Director, Los Pinos Ranch Vineyards, Pittsburg

Debbie Reynolds, Executive Director, Texas Wine and Grape Growers Association, Grapevine

Texas Wine and Grape Growers Association

624 S. Dooley Street
Grapevine, TX 76051
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Appendix B

Public Involvement
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INDEX TO APPENDIX B

Public Involvement Documents

Open House Newspaper Notice

Open House Notice Mailed to Landowners

Open House Questionnaire

Open House Map

Open House Frequently Asked Questions Handout

Open House LCRA TSC Exhibits
(not same size as poster size exhibits presented at open house)

Open House Visual Simulations
Environmental and Land Use Criteria for Transmission Line Evaluation

Agencies Contacted

317




(This page left blank intentionally.)

318




319

$3DIAUIS AUNNWWOD » HILVM » AONINT

va

-

do-09 o1100|3 sexa) |esueg
ALY
7\

"SORUNOD 0OUR[g UIS)SoM PUE [[epuSy]
UISYI0U UT 2UI] UOISSTWISURI} AY-8€T
doy, ureyunopy-o1-[repusy; Sunsixs g 1
VDT 0} SigspLepar] jo jses eare
[EYFUSWINIG 94} Ul P33ed0] 3q 0} UOHRISqNS
Sdsp  rempuawnlg  pauueld sHFID
193UU0) []IM SUI| UOISSTIUSULI) MOU SYT,

"193{01g aury woIsSSTWI
-SUBI[, SOOI AY-8ET PUE UOHRISqNS
[eqauawmyg oY) pring o3 Juisodoxd
are (DHLD) 2ane12doo)) J1yoa[y sexay,
[enuad pue (DSI, VYDT) uonerodio)
S0IAISS  UOISSIUUSURI], VYT ‘Senunod
oouelg pue [repuay ‘aidssfiny ur 1afoxd
SUI] UOISSIWUSURI) PUE UOLISqNS SLNO3[P
M3U © JNOQE UIes] 0) payiaut st orqnd oy,

"S6bY 1% “7/75-9£1-008-1 ||n) ¢asnoy uadg 1o palosd Y} {noqn suoysang)

* 4 005 X1 ‘Jomauoyg s9jiw |
A | 199115 Y03y 0c7 ‘Bangsyppiapay
9DIBWILLIOY) JO JOGUIDY) [|DMAUO)S 0} s

e

3_._:._ .m_
‘A uosuyor
o}

-
~ J93.4S YoDay

Keystone

Loring

« St. Francis

ISNOL uadp
af) puanyy

LZ98Z X1 ~=U>>0:.,u—m IS Yonad 0SZ _ 9219Wo) jo Jaquiny) [[poMmauog

‘wd og:z-06:€ | 61 Aoy ‘Aopsany)

palold aury uoissiwsuni) supap AY-g<| pun uoynysqng [pyuatunig mayy :asnoy uadg




Linat

ENERGY » WATER « COMMUNITY SERVICES
TRAMNSMISSION SERVICES CORPORATION

\\. 4 -
O Central Texas Electric Co-op

May 5, 2014

[First Name] [Last Name] [Suffix]
[Address_1]

[Address_2]

[City], [State] [Zip]

Re:  Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project
Blanco, Gillespie and Kendall counties

Property ID: [PROP_ID]

Dear Landowner:

You have been identified as a landowner who could be affected by an electric transmission line project
in your area. | want to personally invite you to an open house on May 15 to learn more about the
Blumenthal Substation and 138-kilovolt (kV) electric transmission line project.

LCRA Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC) and Central Texas Electric Cooperative (CTEC)
are proposing to build new electric transmission facilities that could be located in portions of Blanco,
Gillespie and Kendall counties. LCRA TSC plans to build a new 138-kV transmission line on single-
circuit structures to connect CTEC’s proposed new Blumenthal Substation, which will be located in the
Blumenthal area, to LCRA TSC's existing 138-kV electric transmission line that runs through northern
Kendall and western Blanco counties (T-342).

The purpose of this project is to improve the reliability of the electric transmission system while meeting
the region’s growing demands for electric power. The new transmission line will provide a power source
to CTEC’s proposed Blumenthal Substation, which will serve the electric requirements of CTEC'’s
customers located east of Fredericksburg. The entire project will be about 10 to 20 miles long,
depending on the final route.

LCRA TSC will request Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC) approval to amend its Certificate of
Convenience and Necessity for this project. We have enclosed a list of frequently asked questions
explaining the project and providing additional information about LCRA, LCRA TSC, and CTEC.
Power Engineers, a consulting firm hired by LCRA TSC for this project, has identified several
preliminary alternative transmission line route segments and alternate substation locations for
consideration, which are shown on the enclosed map. Maps with greater detail, and additional
project information, will be available at the open house. The preliminary route segments and
alternate substation locations are subject to modification based on further study and information

gathered at the open house.

LCRA TSC and CTEC are inviting the potentially affected landowners and the general public to the
open house. Potentially affected landowners are people listed on the current county tax rolls as owners
of land within 300 feet of the center line of any proposed preliminary route segments. Public input is
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important, especially in evaluating locations for new transmission facilities and assessing the project’s
impacts. The open house will have an informal "come-and-go" format consisting of staffed information
stations addressing specific aspects of the project. LCRA TSC and CTEC staff will not give a formal
presentation. Visitors are encouraged to review each station at their own pace and ask questions.

The open house will be Thursday, May 15, at the Stonewall Chamber of Commerce, 250 Peach St.
Your input would be greatly appreciated, so we hope you will come by anytime between 5:30 and 7:30

p.m.

Open House Details
Thursday, May 15, 2014
Anytime between 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Come-and-go format  No formal presentation
Stonewall Chamber of Commerce
250 Peach St., Stonewall, TX

~¥ Open House Map

Feoch Streat

io
Johnson City, 15 miles

250 Peach Street

4
% Fredericksburg , 14 miles Stonewall, TX [1623]

Stonewall Chamber of Commerce

L 5008 |

If you have any questions about the project or upcoming open house, please call 800-776-5272, Ext.
4495, or send an email to lance.wenmohs@Icra.org. If you are unable to attend the open house, please
visit the project webpage for more information on www.lcra.org by typing “Blumenthal” in the search box
to find the Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line project. | encourage you to download
the questionnaire and mail or e-mail your comments/concerns to me by May 30, 2014. | look forward to
seeing or hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Lance Wenmohs

Manager, Siting & Certification
Lower Colorado River Authority
P.O. Box 220, MS DSC-D204
Austin, Texas 78767-0220

Enclosures
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Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project
Questionnaire
Open House - May 15, 2014

This questionnaire will help Central Texas Electric Cooperative (CTEC) and LCRA Transmission
Services Corporation (LCRA TSC)* understand public interests and concerns about the proposed
Blumenthal Substation and 138-kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line Project. The information provided by
you and other interested citizens is one element carefully considered in the transmission line route
selection process. Once you have viewed the exhibits available on the web site, please print and
complete this questionnaire, then mail or fax it, or scan and send by email to Lance Wenmohs

by May 30, 2014.

Lance Wenmohs

LCRA Regulatory Affairs
Mailstop DSC — D204
P.O. Box 220

Austin, TX 78767-0220
Fax: 512-578-4413
Email: lance.wenmohs@lcra.org

1. Did you attend the open house for this project on May 15, 2014? If no, skip to question 3.
Yes O No O

2. In relation to the May 15 open house, rate each of the following:

Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree  Strongly N/A
agree disagree

[ was given an opportunity to ask O O O O O

questions and receive answers.

LCRA and CTEC staff were
knowledgeable about the meeting topic.

issues and concerns.

O O O O

O O O
O O O
This meeting was a good use of my
time. O O O

o O
LCRA and CTEC staff listened to my O O
O O

Please explain your responses:

* LCRA TSC is subject to Chapter 552 of the Texas Government Code, commonly known as the Public Information Act.
Responses to this questionnaire are subject to release as public information unless parts are determined to be exempt
from disclosure under the Act. Marking portions of your response as “confidential” will not guarantee that information will
not be released under the Act, but it will help us in evaluating whether an exception might apply.
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3. Which of the following apply to your situation? Check all that apply.
O 1 am located in the project area.

O A potential fine route segment is on my land or near my home or business. Applicable route
segment(s):

O An existing transmission line is on my land or near my home. Applicable route

segment(s):

O A potential Blumenthal Substation site is on my land or near my home/business. Applicable
substation site(s):

1 Other. Please specify (e.g. | lease land and/or | am responsible for land improvements or
upkeep near a potential line route segment or substation site).

4. Do you understand why this project is needed? Yes O No O

5. Were the exhibits and information provided on the web site helpful?
Yes [ No O

How could we have improved these exhibits and the information provided?

Page 2 393




6. LCRA TSC and its consultant for this project, Power Engineers, take many environmental
and land use features into consideration when identifying possible routes for electric
transmission facilities, including, but not limited to the following.

 Nearby residences, businesses, cemeteries, schools, churches, hospitals, nursing homes and

other structures
e Nearby commercial radio transmitters, microwave relay stations or similar electronic installations

o Nearby parks and/or recreational areas

e Nearby historical or archaeological sites

» Nearby airport runways, airstrips or heliports

e Agricultural areas irrigated by traveling irrigation systems
e Environmentally sensitive areas

» Threatened or endangered species

¢ Floodplains

Power Engineers has shown these features on the Land Use and Environmental
Constraints Map. Are those features accurately located?
Yes O No [. Don't Know [

If no, please list the corrections below, mark them on the map, print and send with this form.

Are you aware of any other features that are not shown on the Land Use and
Environmental Constraints Map?

Yes O No O

If yes, please list them below, mark them on the map, print and send with this form.

7. Which route segment(s) do you prefer and why? Responding to this question does not
constitute a “vote” for or against any proposed route segment(s).
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8. Which route segment(s) do you not favor and why? Responding to this question does not
constitute a “vote” for or against any proposed route segments(s).

9. Identifying a route and constructing transmission lines involves many considerations.
Please rank these factors in the order of importance to you. Indicate the most important
factor with a 1, second most important with a 2, third most important with a 3, and so on.

____Maintain reliable electric service

___Use or parallel existing electric transmission line right of way where possible
_Parallel other existing compatible right of way (e.g. roads, highways) where possible
____Parallel property lines where possible

____ Maximize distance from residences

___ Maximize distance from schools, churches, nursing homes, etc.

__Maximize distance from commercial buildings

____Maximize distance from historic sites or areas

___ Maximize distance from parks and recreational areas

___ Minimize visibility of the lines

____Minimize environmental impacts

___Other

10.Below and shown on the 138-kV Structure Options display board (see open house exhibits
on the web site) are a variety of transmission structure types. Please rank your preferred
structure type from Most Preferred (1) to Least Preferred (3). Please explain your choices

below.

,\
Ng

Singlé—Pole Lattice Tower H-Frame
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11.If the transmission line route is on your property, is there a specific location that you
would prefer for the right of way of the line?

Yes O No O

If yes, please describe the location below, mark it on the map to show the location, print and send
with this form.

12.1s there any other information you would like the project team to know or take into
consideration when evaluating the alternative locations for the new line?

13.Please provide your name and address below. This is optional.

Name: Date:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone:

Email:

If you would like an LCRA TSC representative to contact you to discuss this project further,
please call 800-776-5272, Ext. 4495.

Thank you for your comments. Please print and complete this questionnaire, mail or fax it
or scan and send by email (see top of this form for contact information).
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Frequently Asked Questions

n qﬁn Blumenthal Substation and
Li“ -

138-kV Transmission Line Project
Blanco, Gillespie and Kendall Counties

b - -
EFERGY ~ WaTel » COUaMRITT SERVICES

MAY 2014

Q. What is the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA)?

A. LCRA is a conservation and reclamation district created by the Texas Legislature in 1934. It has no
taxing authority and operates solely on utility revenues and fees generated from supplying energy,
water and community services. LCRA supplies cost-effective electricity for Central Texas, manages
water supplies and floods in the lower Colorado River basin, provides public parks, and supports

community development in 58 Texas counties.

Q. What is LCRA Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC)?

A. Senate Bill (SB) 7, passed by the Texas Legislature in 1999, restructured the state’s electric industry
and allowed LCRA to provide transmission services throughout Texas. Provisions of SB 7 required
utilities to separate electric generation and transmission businesses. As a result, LCRA created LCRA
Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC) in 2001 to meet these requirements. As of Jan. 1,
2002, all of LCRA's transmission assets were transferred to this nonprofit corporation. LCRA TSC
owns or operates more than 4,800 miles of transmission lines, more than 350 substations and a
System Operations Control Center. LCRA staff operates and maintains those facilities for LCRA TSC,
which provides wholesale transmission services to eligible customers located in South, West, and

Central Texas.

Q. What is the Blumenthal 138-kV Transmission Line Project?

A.LCRATSC is proposing to build and operate a new single-circuit 138-kilovolt (kV) transmission line
as part of an overall Transmission System Improvements Plan. The new transmission line will
connect Central Texas Electric Cooperative’s (CTEC) new Blumenthal Substation, to be located in
the Blumenthal area, to LCRA TSC'’s existing Kendall-to-Mountain Top (T-342) transmission line,
which runs through northern Kendall and western Blanco counties. The new transmission line may be
located in portions of Blanco, Gillespie and Kendall counties. The entire project will be about 10 to 20

miles long, depending on the final route.

Q. What is the proposed Blumenthal Substation and why is it needed?

A. The Blumenthal Substation is a proposed load-serving substation needed to Support current and
forecasted electric load growth and to provide reliable electric service in CTEC's service area. CTEC
will acquire about three acres of land and construct the new Blumenthal Substation.

Q. Why are the Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV transmission line needed?

A. CTEC has experienced a large increase in demand for electricity in its service area, especially the
area from eastern Gillespie County extending to western Blanco County and northern Kendall
County. The proposed new Blumenthal Substation and transmission line would transmit power from
existing LCRA TSC transmission lines to CTEC and its member owners.

CTEC is a Direct-Connect Transmission Customer of LCRA TSC. LCRA TSC delivers wholesale
power via its high-voltage transmission lines to CTEC who then directs that power to its end users
(homes and businesses) via lower-voltage distribution lines.
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Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project

The existing CTEC distribution lines coming out of the Goehmann Lane Substation serve customers
located in eastern Gillespie County, parts of western Blanco County, and parts of northern Kendall
County. This portion of the CTEC distribution system has experienced several recent outages. The
Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV transmission line project would improve electric reliability in these
areas.

Q. Who determines when and where new lines are needed?

A. The Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC) decides if new lines are needed to supply electric
service. LCRA TSC will conduct a routing study and obtain public input related to siting the new
electric facilities. The PUC ultimately decides the route of new transmission lines.

Q. What is the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT)?

A. ERCOT is the organization entrusted with keeping electric power flowing to about 20 million Texans,
representing 85 percent of the state’s electric load and about 75 percent of its land area. As the
independent system operator for its region, ERCOT manages the scheduling of power on an electric
grid consisting of 78,000 megawatts of generation capacity and 38,000 miles of transmission lines.
ERCOT is a nonprofit corporation regulated by the PUC.

Q. How does electricity get to homes?

A. To meet the electricity needs of cooperative member owners, electrical power first travels from
generating plants, connected to the ERCOT system, through a network of high-voltage transmission
lines and voltage transformation equipment connected at voltage levels including 138 kV and 69 kV.
The voltage is then reduced or ‘stepped down” to a distribution-level voltage through a transformer at
a substation. The voltage step down is typically to 13 kV or 25 kV. The electricity is then distributed
out of the substation along these lower voltage distribution lines, ultimately supplying the electrical
power to the cooperative member owners through one last level of voltage transformation near
homes and businesses.

Q. How is CTEC involved with this project?

A. CTEC purchases its electricity from electric suppliers in the ERCOT region. The electricity is
transmitted over the transmission systems owned and maintained by LCRA TSC and other
transmission service providers to CTEC. CTEC then resells and distributes that electricity to its retail
customers. As a result, CTEC customers will benefit directly from this project.

CTEC will acquire the land for the new Blumenthal Substation and construct it. Once the new
substation is completed, CTEC will construct new lower voltage distribution lines out of the substation
to supply the area’s electricity.

Q. There are large electric transmission lines recently constructed in the Comfort, Kerrville and
Junction areas. Is this project related to that transmission line project?

A. No. That is a 345-kV electric transmission line directed by the PUC to be built as part of the state’s
Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (CREZ) project. CREZ is designed to be a bulk electricity
transfer project to move large quantities of power throughout the state. The Blumenthal 138-kV
project is in no way related to CREZ, and is a smaller-scale electric transmission project designed to
address local electricity issues and meet the area’s needs for reliable electric service.
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Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project

Q. Where will the new substation and transmission line be located?

A. The exact location of these facilities has not yet been determined. LCRA TSC has contracted with an
environmental and engineering firm to conduct a routing study, which will identify several alternative
sites for the new Blumenthal Substation and several transmission line routes to connect the existing
LCRA TSC Kendall-to-Mountain Top transmission line (T-342) to the various alternate Blumenthal
Substation sites. The PUC will decide the route for any new transmission line it approves. Several
alternate substation locations and alternate transmission line routes will be provided to the PUC. Only
one substation site and one transmission line route connecting the substation to T-342 will be

constructed.

Q. How does LCRA TSC identify and consider routes for the transmission line?

A. LCRA TSC and its routing consultant, Power Engineers, develop a study area that includes the end
points of the transmission line -- the existing Kendall-to-Mountain Top transmission line (T-342) and
the proposed new Blumenthal Substation alternate sites. LCRA TSC gathers data, maps, aerial
photos and input from federal and state agencies and local officials. LCRA staff also conducts field
reconnaissance from public access points like roads and highways. Using this information, LCRA
TSC identifies environmental and land use constraints such as subdivisions, parks and known cultural
resource sites within the study area. Then, staff identifies preliminary alternate sites for the new
Blumenthal Substation. Several preliminary route segments connecting the end points are identified
and drawn to avoid these constraints as much as possible; realizing it is impossible to avoid all
constraints. These preliminary route segments and alternate substation sites are then presented to
the public at an open house. Although several aiternate route segments and substation sites will be
shown at the open house, only one substation site and one route connecting the substation to T-342

will be constructed.

As the public input process continues, route segments and alternate substation sites may be
modified, eliminated or added. Ultimately, the routes will be evaluated using factors that include public
input, human/natural/cultural resource impacts, engineering, construction, operation and maintenance
issues and cost. This process will identify several alternative routes connecting the project end points.
These routes are then included in LCRA TSC’s Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN)
application to the PUC. The PUC will make the final decision whether to approve the application and
will select the route and substation site to build.

Q. What will the transmission line structures look like?

A. LCRA TSC is considering various structure types for this project (e.g. steel or concrete monopoles,
steel or concrete H-frames, and steel lattice structures). Right of way, engineering, public input and
cost constraints will be used to decide the preferred structure type. Typical transmission structures
supporting 138-kV lines will be 50 to 125 feet above the ground. Typical span lengths between
structures for projects like this range from 600 to 1,000 feet. The PUC ultimately will approve the
structure type(s) for the project. LCRA TSC shows diagrams and photos of the typical transmission
line structures at its open houses.

In some locations and along certain route segments, only H-frame structures can be used to avoid
potential impacts to an existing Federal Aviation Administration communication beacon located just

south of US Highway 290.
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Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project

Q. What will be located at the site where the new transmission line ties into the existing
transmission line?

A. During the routing phase of the project, the routing consultant and LCRA TSC will identify and
evaluate a few alternate connection (also called tap point) locations along T-342 (LCRA TSC'’s
existing Kendall-to-Mountain Top 138-kV transmission line). After the PUC approves a route, LCRA
TSC will acquire about two acres of land for the tap point location. Equipment at the tap point will
include a 138-kV operating bus, three 138-kV motor-operated switches with interrupters, a remote
terminal unit and a control house.

Q. How will I be affected if the route crosses my land?

A. Once the PUC selects a route, LCRA TSC will work with each property owner to purchase an
easement to construct, operate and maintain the new electric transmission line. An easement gives a
utility the right to use privately owned land for a specific purpose. The landowner retains ownership of
the property. The easement is described in a legal document subsequently recorded in the county
deed records and available for public inspection. Other than the utility facilities, no above-ground
structures may be located within the easement. Normal agricultural and recreational activities
including farming, ranching, hunting and hiking may take place within the easement area.

Q. What is the process for defining or describing an easement?

A. LCRA TSC will contact owners of the property to be crossed by the transmission line after the PUC

. approves the route for the transmission line. The landowners are notified of the need to conduct
surveys on the property. Crews conduct a land survey to establish boundaries of the easement. At
the same time, environmental and cultural resources surveys are conducted. The easement area is
defined and described by a registered professional land surveyor. This survey, referred to as a
“‘metes and bounds” survey, is a description of the exact measurements of the land needed for the

facilities.

Q. How much does LCRA TSC pay for an easement?
A. LCRA TSC pays fair market value for transmission line easements and supplemental easements. A
copy of the fair market value report is provided to a property owner at the time an offer is made to

purchase the easement.

Q. What is eminent domain?

A. Eminent domain is the right granted to certain entities such as utilities and governmental bodies to
acquire property for public use, as long as the property owner is paid just compensation. The power
of eminent domain may be used for such things as schools, parks, roads, highways, fire and police
stations, public buildings and utilities. As public utilities, LCRA TSC and CTEC have the right to
exercise eminent domain. However, LCRA TSC and CTEC are obligated to negotiate in good faith
with property owners for the purchase of the property or easement rights they need before invoking
the authority of eminent domain.

Q. How wide is the easement for the transmission line?

A. Easements for this proposed 138-kV transmission line typically range between 80 and 130 feet wide.
The exact width of the easement will depend on the type of structure selected, engineering
constraints and other factors.
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Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project

Q. Will LCRA TSC clear the entire easement area?

A. LCRA TSC will clear the work zone along the easement typically 60 to 90 feet wide. Additional
clearing less than or equal to the 80- to 130-foot easement width also will be required to allow for
conductor (also called wire) sag and swing due to anticipated wind conditions. In environmentally
sensitive areas, minimal clearing is typically required.

Q. Do LCRA TSC and CTEC pay property taxes on transmission and substation facilities?

A. Yes. LCRA TSC pays local property taxes on the transmission facilities, land and land rights that it
owns. LCRA TSC has paid more than $2 million in property taxes to school districts and other local
jurisdictions in Gillespie County since its creation in 2002. LCRA TSC also pays state and local sales
and use taxes for goods and services defined as taxable by state law.

CTEC also pays property taxes on its facilities and land located within its service area. In 2012, CTEC
paid property taxes in its service area totaling about $473,500.

Q. What about electric and magnetic fields?

A. Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) are found everywhere, especially where electricity is used,
including household appliances (such as hair dryers, computers and televisions), electrical
equipment, communications equipment and power lines. Some concerns have been raised in the
past about potential health effects of EMF. Extensive scientific research has established no direct link
between exposure to power lines and adverse health effects. Neither the state nor federal
government has established any health standards relating to EMF. For more information, visit the
Electric and Magnetic Field section of the LCRA website at
http://lcra.org/energy/energy-education—and—safety/safety/Pages/electric-and-magnetic-ﬁelds.aspx

Q. What are the next steps for this project?

A. After the open house, LCRA TSC and its routing consultant will evaluate all public comments and
conduct additional engineering and environmental analysis of the options. Some of the preliminary
route segments and substation locations may be eliminated or modified. Others may be added based
on public input and additional analysis. A set of primary alternative routes made up of the various
segments and alternate substation locations will be identified and evaluated in detail. The consultant
will prepare a project Environmental Assessment and Alternative Route Analysis report (sometimes
called an EA or routing study) for LCRA TSC to review. LCRA TSC will then prepare the Certificate of
Convenience and Necessity (CCN) application and submit it to the PUC. Upon submitting the CCN
application (currently scheduled for late 2014), LCRA TSC will mail letters to potentially affected
landowners about how they can participate in the proceeding. Public notifications regarding the CCN
application filing also will be published in area newspapers. If the PUC approves the project, final
notices will be sent to landowners advising them of the approved route. The PUC should reach a
decision on the CCN application within a year after the application is filed.

Q. What happens once the PUC approves the project?

A. Once the PUC approves the project, LCRA TSC will conduct land, environmental and cultural
resources surveys to prepare the necessary plans and specifications to construct the transmission
line. CTEC will do the same for the substation portion of the project. Then LCRA TSC will prepare the
right of way for construction. After the right of way is prepared, construction equipment and workers
will enter the right of way to install new structures and conductors. CTEC will begin clearing, grading
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Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project

and constructing the new Blumenthal Substation after it purchases the required land from the
landowner.

Q. When will this 138-kV transmission line and new substation be in operation?

A. If approved by the PUC, the new transmission line and substation are scheduled to be operational by
2018.

Anyone with questions about the Blumenthal 138-kV Project can send a letter, email or call
Lance Wenmohs or visit www.Icra.org/energy:

Lance Wenmohs
Manager, Siting and Certification

Lower Colorado River Authority
P.O. Box 220, Mail Stop DSC-D204
Austin, TX 78767-0220

lance.wenmohs@licra.org
800-776-5272, Ext. 4495, or 512-578-4495

www.lcra.org/energy
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The Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) was created by the Texas

Legislature in 1934 to serve the people of Texas in a v

T5C, we transmit electricity to ar area covering most of Texas.

ButlC ‘ utiIify. We‘aisﬂ:; .

* Py ado River and Higl
anage floods through dams on the High

* Own more than 16,

recreational facilities,

' © peo] A a variety of ways, We -
generate and supply wholesale power to cities and electric cooperatives that

serve more than 1 million people. Throngh a nonprofit corporation, LCRA

 than 16,000 icres of parks, preserves, natire centers, and

"
Tty Romas Kiesires 026 0
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LCRA Transmission Services Corporation {LCRA TSC)
is a nonprofit corporation for LCRA’s transmission

operations, It was created by LCRA as a result of Senate Bill 5
the 1999 state law that restructured the state’s electric
industry. All of LCRA’s transmission assets were transferred

to LCRA TSC in 2002,

The nonprofit corporation:

* Provides vital facilities in the state’s transmission grid between
power plants and local electric delivery systems.

ruission lines,
. (Jyemtﬁfs about 360 substations and other facilities,

» Ownsa state-of-the-art System Operations Control Center
that operates 24 hours a day every day.

» Provides vital links between Texas power plants and the

terconnected power grid.




The Lower Colorado River Authority {LCRA) provides reliable, mst»effe:ctwe electric,
water, and other public services of value and is a responsible steward of the river :
the basin’s natural resources. LCRA is a Texas conservation and reclamation district
operating with no taxing authority.
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Proudly serving the Texas Hill Country for 66 vears.
. h ¢ £

Central Texas Electric Cooperative (CTEC) is a pri
owned and cun‘tt:-g;iled by the members it serves. C1
from the State of Texas on June 19, 1947,

CTEC provides electric service to 37,000 meters across 11 counties: Gillespie,
Llano, Mason, Kimble, San Saba, Blanco, Kendall, Kerr, Real, Menard, and
MeCulloch, CTEC purchases wholesale power for its members and distributes
it across a network of 6,000 miles of line which it owns and maintains. In
addition to the Cﬂﬂ‘i{?&l‘ﬁh e main office in Fredericksburg, branch offices are
located in Mason, Llano, and Kingsland. The Co-op employs 140 people who
serve a 4600 sg. mi. service territory.

otk o Blmdiic:

T
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Pubfic Uhi fy Commiésmn

* Jdentify imgmnmg and end poinis for project
{e.g., exisiing LORATSC Kendali-io. Mwmam Tap Eine and pro pﬁssexi teewy Blurmenthal Substation)

" Environmental Assessment .
und Rnuimg e

s -’Gaﬂm-r dats :zbam study area,
+ Map environmental and land use constraints in study area,
« Determing prefimirmry romting segments based on maps, secial photos, consteateits date, and fiehd visits,

* Hold open houses to gather public input.
* Analyze preliminary routing segments to develop the primary altermative mutm
Prepare Em'lmnmmia’i ;&sseasmem itfport.

PUC ﬂpphmmn ?mfess

« Submit an application to the PUC to amend LCRA Transmission Ser ices Corporation’s Certificate of

Convenience and Necessity {CCN).

* Upon filing of the application, ) notices will be sent to landowners whose property may be crossed or {5 Within 300
fect of any altcrnative routes.

« Notices also will be senl o mnmupaﬂms and electric utilities that ure within. five miles of theproject and 1o
municipa and cotnty governments where the project is lorated.

+ Following the filing of the application, interested gmmes will have an n;:eparmmty 10 participate inan

mrcmmmm PEOLESS, )
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What is the Scope of the Project Proposed by LCRA TSC
To constroct a high voltage (138-kV) transmission line connecting a new electric load-serving
substation to be located in Gillespie County to an existing transmission line that rans along western
Blanco and northern Kendall counties.

Why Is This Transmission Line Necessary?

The transission line is needed to connect a new electric load-serving substation
{Blumenthal Substation) to the areas transmission system,

Why Is The Blumenthal Substation Necessary?

'The Blumenthal Substation is needed 1o avoid:
» High loading levels of

existing distribution system facilities under normal conditions;

Y e Wintier MW Actidd |
L7 T Winter MW Ferecasted |

;Electric Load Growth Factors B
= Mg errd-use cogtammers

~ Imcrensed consungdion by existing
end-ust CHstDOLTS

341




* What Project Alternatives Were Considered?

* Transferring load to nearby substations has been ongoing for several years: however, as
load continues to develop east of Fredericksburg, this option has been exhausted.

* The expansion and upgrade of the distribution system uzii:izing existing transmission lines;
were explored; however, these solutions did not adequately address the overall and
tong-term area’s electric system needs.

* Anew transmission line connecting 10 an existing high vollage transmission line that runs;
west of the study area and south of Fredericksburg was explored; however, this connection, .
created other problems and did oot provide the refiability or teansmission capacity provided

electric service, continuing 10 servé the area’s electric load without this project will

electric service degradation impacting 4 large and growing number of CTEC erid-use
LONSUMLTS, ‘ '

Blumenthal Project Vi

é(kl MW_‘Q’?’%‘M,

mu/i;;*

e

BERMENTHAL $28-KV PREUECY
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]
Notify landowner(s) to access ‘

property and conduct the following: |

« Property survey S g s

+ Cultural resources survey T

+ Natural resources survey L

+ Geotechnical testing

o ;
summary to landowner along with a copy of the

state’s Landowner Bill of Rights
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Typical Right-of-Way Maintenance

* To ensure reliable and safe operation of transmsission lines, LCRA TSC, like all
utilities, is required to follow vegetation dearing requirements established by
the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC). _

= The National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) establishes mandatory clea rances
to be maintained around transmission lines. :

* Electricity can arc or “fashover” from wires to nearby trees before actual
contact is made, causing electric current to flow through the tree to the

» Trees and branches near or touching power lines can cause service
interruptions. :

* Trees and branches can interfere with access to transmission lines and
structures. «
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CTECwillo
substation wh be
approximately three acres in size,
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