
TO,

NOTICE OF PROPOSED -NS'^RUCT^^^
ON COUNTY RIGHT OF WAY

Kendall County Commissioners Court
Kerdall County. Texas

Formal notice is hereby given that PrOPOses to Place an
vAth€n the right-of-way or across.

Road, in
Kendall County, Texas, as ^ffows: ^^ sketch- (give location, lerQth. ^^^^ design, depth, vA , etc.)

The object(s) due to be consbuded on the county road as shown on the attached dravAng shall be in
accordance with goveming laws, including, but not limited to any rules, regulations and policies of
Commissioners Court or the County of Kendall.

6 ^^ ^r understand that the County requires proper ic control measures as those complying with
applicable portions of the Texas Manual Uniform Traffic Control Devices required for adoption by the
"Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on ft ys" (V.C.S. 6701 cl).

di The location and scri tfon of t Wo stnx n d"R-urhanances as €^ fully shown ^
;^h UW an^'t^r MM fs -of 4MLir s attached to this noh .

I further agree to return the road and/or ditches to their original, or better, condition prior to construction,

I further understand and agree that U'le County reserves the right to give no less ^ thirty (30) days notice faar
the removal of any oboct previously approved that extends into or across the county ' t-of-way-

Construction will begin on or after the day of ,

Name: Company

Address: Phone
Fax # :

Company performing the construction
Address
Phone & Fax

Approved by authorized county official this day of

Kendall County Engineer
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Save Our Scenic Hill Country Environment, Inc.
208 W Ledge Stone Drive

Fredericksburg, Texas 78624

September 17, 2013

Lance Wenmohs
Manager, Siting and Certification
Lower Colorado River Authority
P.O. Box 220
Austin, Texas 78767-0220

Re: Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project in Gillespie, Kendall and Blanco
counties.

Dear Mr. Wenmohs,

The following comments are being provided on behalf of Save Our Scenic Hill Country Environment, an
organization with more than 575 members which include landowners, business and other interested
people. We are pleased to have the opportunity to provide information concerning environmental and
land use features regarding the subject project.

Our organization is generally supportive of the project based on CTEC and LCRA's stated need to reliably
serve an area east of Fredericksburg. However, we believe that the project should minimize negative
aesthetic and other effects.

Minimization of negative effects includes the following.

• Placing the substation outside of the viewshed of U.S. 290. This area includes the growing
wine industry corridor and the associated large number of visitors.

• Working with impacted landowners and other interested parties to minimize the impacts of
the transmission line route and to select appropriate structures regarding type and color
where applicable.

We are sensitive to existing and future residential, medical, recreational, municipal, and educational land
use areas including but not limited to:

• The wine industry and other businesses along U.S. 290.
• The Lyndon B. Johnson National Historic Park, State Park & Historic Site.
• The Luckenbach entertainment area.
• The Stonewall, Blumenthal and Albert communities and areas.
+ The Pedemales River basin.
• South Grape Creek and other streams.

We would ask that the CTEC transmission lines that will connect to the new substation be described and
displayed on the Study Area map and subsequent maps.

Again, we are pleased to have this opportunity to provide our input and trust that it will be seriously
considered.

Respectfully,

f #.4,av 4"
Robert Weatherford
President
Save Our Scenic Hill Country Environment, Inc.

cc: David W. Peterson, P.E. (CTEC)
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Hill Country
1Land Trust

,`(,%i:a1r^

^0
^^rY,qNO T0.3^41Fn

Tr.oa eoJ

June 18, 2014

Phil Wilson, General Manager
Lower Colorado River Authority

Board of Directors

Katherine Peake
President
Gillespie County

8ill Lindemann
Vice President
Gillespie County

Pam Mabry Bergman
Secretary
Blanco County

Kevin Pickard
Treasurer
Gillespie County

Susan Armstrong
Travis County

P.C?. Box 22U
Austin, TX 78767

Dear Mr. Wilson:

RECEIVED

JUN LAM
^-- odq_ 5°7
GE 1ANAGER

In 2012 the Hill Country Land Trust welcomed the news that the Lower Colorado River
Authority (LCRA) was forming a land trust (Colorado River Land Trust) to help protect land in
the Colorado River basin for future generations of Texans. Becky Motal, general manager at
the time, was quoted as saying, "A big part of our mission is land conversation and
stewardship of the lower Colorado River."

Since 1999 our land trust has conserved over 5,700 acres through .19 conservation

easements in the Hill Country, part of which includes the LCRA service area. One of our most
significant donated conservation easements is the 1,561 acre Hershey Ranch located in
Southeastern Gillespie County. We were recently dismayed to learn that several proposed
routes of the Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project pass across the
Hershey Ranch.

Mike Krueger HCLT is now faced with the challenge to defend the conservation values outlined in this
Kerr County easement, just as the Colorado River Land Trust would be required to do. We are dismayed
Steve Nelle because money and effort spent on this defense would be better served in acquiring
Tom Green County additional conservation easements to protect more of our Hill Country landscape. HCLT

struggles to understand how LCRA can solicit conservation easements which require
lillNokes
Ll protection and defense in perpetuity while proposing transmission lines over land held byano County

other land trusts.

Kass! Scheffer
Comal County We request that LCRA, in this case and in future cases, weigh conservation easements as a

factor in routing transmission fines We also ask that LCRA reconsiderthe routes for this
Paula Smith
Edwards County proposed transmission lines and avoid ALL conservation easements.

Floyd Trefny We look forward to working with the Colorado River Land Trust, especially where our
Bandera county missions overlap and we welcome the opportunity to discuss this issue with any of your

representatives.
Carolyn Vogel
Travis County

Sincerely,

- J _ peaLt

Katherine Peake
President

Cc: Lance Wenmohs, LCRA; LCRA Board of Directors; Colorado River Land Trust Board of
Directors; and Judy Boyce, Hershey Ranch

Hilt Country Land Trust Post Office BoN 1-724 Fredet°icksb€arg, TX 79624 830.997.0(}27 wwvr.hifEcountryiandtrusL.carg
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ENERGY • WATER • COMMUNITY SERVICES

June 25, 2014

Katherine Peake
President
Hill Country Land Trust
P.O. Box 1724
Fredericksburg, Texas 78624

Re: Blumenthal -138-kV Transmission Line Project

Dear Ms. Peake:

Thank you for your letter of June 18 regarding LCRA Transmission Services
Corporation's (LCRA TSC's) Blumenthal - 138-kilovolt (kV) transmission line project,
and its possible effect on the Hershey Ranch on which the Hill Country Land Trust
(HCLT) holds a conservation easement. I took particular note of HCLT's request for
LCRA (TSC) to, "...avoid ALL conservation easements" in routing the prospective
transmission line routes (emphasis in your letter).

Unfortunately, your request for LCRA to avoid all conservation easements in routing
transmission lines is not something LCRA or LCRA TSC can do. As you may know,
transmission line routing criteria are contained in the Utilities Code and the Substantive
Rules of the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC), neither of which currently
contain an exception for land trust property. LCRA TSC is not at liberty to ignore those
routing criteria, nor can it establish its own routing criteria separate and apart from the
statutory and regulatory criteria contained in the statute and the rules.

Your concern for the HCLT's land trust property is certainly understandable.. As we
have moved through the public input phase of this project, we have heard similar
concerns shared by every private property owner who faces the possibility of having the
PUC approve a transmission line that crosses his or her property. At this point in the
process, LCRA TSC has not selected the final transmission line routes it will propose in
the Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CC.N) application, which l am informed by
staff will be filed in the fall of this year. However, if any route ultimately proposed in the
CCN application by LCRA TSC affects the Hershey Ranch, I would suggest that you
intervene in the case and raise your arguments with the PUC, which will ultimately
decide where the transmission line will be constructed. If the final route selected by the
PUC happens to affect the Hershey Ranch, LCRA TSC representatives will work with
the landowner and HCLT to find workable solutions to mitigate any previously identified
impacts to the property, as well as to negotiate a value for the transmission line
easement.

P.O. BOX 220 • AUSTIN, TEXAS • 78767-0220 •(512J 473-3200 • 1-$00-776-5272 • WWW.LCRA.ORG
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Katherine Peake
June 25, 2014
Page 2

Finally, I feel compelled to address a point in your letter that suggests an inconsistency
in LCRA's involvement in the Colorado River Land Trust and LCRA TSC's preliminary
routing proposal on the Hershey Ranch. LCRA believes strongly that land trusts help
conservation easement owners better control development on sensitive lands.
However, being able to control development on sensitive land does not lead to a
conclusion that all necessary public infrastructure should be prohibited. The two are not
incompatible.

Again, thank you for taking the time to contact me about HCLT's concerns.

Since rely

P^lk
Wilson

General Manager

cc: LCRA Board of Directors
Colorado River Land Trust Board
Lance Wenmohs

LOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY 306



From: Dan Snodgrass rmailto:dsnodgrassCa6TNC ORG]
Sent: Friday, May 30, 2014 2:16 PM
To: Lance Wenmohs
Subject: [External] Blumenthal Substation Questionnaire

Lance,

It was nice meeting you yesterday in Lindendale for the meeting with landowners along Highway 1888.
As we discussed, I work for The Nature Conservancy and we hold a Conservation Easement on property
owned by Chris Hale. As I'm sure you have seen in other locations, the landowners in this area are very
concerned about the possibility of the line coming down 1888. Obviously as holder of a Conservation
Easement The Nature Conservancy is also very concerned. I would urge you to select routes that don't
cross properties that have permanent protection in the way of a conservation easement. These tracts
are held in conservation due to the abundance of wildlife species (both threatened and endangered) as
well as for the scenic beauty. Although conservation easements don't trump eminent domain, it would
be extremely detrimental to the land as well as the ability to use conservation easements as a tool in the
future.

Many conservation easements are donated by landowners to prevent fragmentation of land and to
protect the biodiversity and unique characteristics of some of the most special places in the country. As
our state continues to grow, we undoubtedly need to keep up with needs such as power, but to cross
special lands set aside in perpetuity would be very detrimental to our natural resources. Please keep
this in mind as the project progresses and search for areas that have the least impact to natural
resources and avoid any conservation easements and scenic byways. I plan on participating throughout
the process and am available to help in any way that I can to protect properties that are protected with
permanent conservation easements.

I enjoyed the meeting yesterday and think you and your colleagues handled yourselves very well in what
I know is likely not pleasant conversation at times. I have attached my answers to the questionnaire.

Sincerely,

Dan Snodgrass

Dan Snodgrass
Associate Director of Land
Conservation

dsnodgrassCâ tnc org
(512) 468-6900 (Mobile)

natu re.or4

The Nature
Conservancy Ndip
Johnson City Field The Nature .
Office ^^^^ancy
302 Main Street
P.O. Box 1207

ftseding ^^^um Nesoving life,

Johnson City, TX 78636
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Fredericksburg
THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY

Convention and Visitor Bureau MAY 3 0 :^^^4

/L.KJy
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, LCRA Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC) and Central Texas
Electric Cooperative (CTEC) are proposing to build new electric transmission facilities that
could be located in portions of Gillespie, Blanco and Kendall counties; and

WHEREAS, LCRA TSC plans to build a new 13 8-kV transmission line to connect CTEC's
proposed new electric substation in Gillespie county to LCRA TSC's existing 138 kV electric
transmission line that runs through northern Kendall and western Blanco counties; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this project is to improve the reliability of the electric transmission
system while meeting the region's growing demands for electric power including CTEC's
customers east of Fredericksburg; and

WHEREAS, the scope of the proposed project is significant, requiring 10 to 20 miles of new
transmission line and 10 to 20 acres of land for the new substation; and

WHEREAS, U.S. Highway 290 East between Stonewall and Fredericksburg is the main
approach route for visitors coming to Fredericksburg and Gillespie County from the four major
metropolitan areas of Texas; and

WHEREAS, Wine Enthusiast magazine in February, 2014 named the Texas Hill Country as one
of the 10 Best Wine Travel .Destinations in the world for 2014; and

WHEREAS, the electric project's study area is the very epicenter of this wine industry in
Gillespie County, generating increasing amounts of sales tax for the county and an expanding
customer base for CTEC; and

WHEREAS, Hill Country views and aesthetics are a vital part of the appeal of businesses in
"Texas Wine Country," including wineries, peach orchards and Wildseed Farms;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF THE
FREDERICKSBURG CONVENTION AND VISITOR BUREAU:

That the Fredericksburg Convention and Visitor Bureau is generally supportive
of the project based on the need for additional electric capacity in the_ service area;
however, the project should minimize negative aesthetic and economic impacts in this
rapidly growing business corridor of Gillespie County along Highway 290.
Specifically, the substation should be set back a minimum of one-half mile from
U.S, Highway 290 and the associated 138-kV transmission lines should also be

302 East Austin Street Fredericksburg, TX 7:8624 F
830 997 6523 1 888 997 3600 F: 830 997 8588 10 wwUV.VisitFrederic1csburg7X.C0m

_ , ^^



set back a minimum of f.^ mi.le from U.S. Highway 290. Additionally, the transmission
lines should not be located in the view shed of any established winery or tourism-
oriented business.

Passed and approved this 27b' day of May, 2014.

^/ ;
M arp ast fing, Chair m
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E conomic D evelopment Commission
FREDERICKSBURG - HARPER - STONEWALL - DOSS - WILLOW CITY

May 20, 2014

Mr. Lance Wenmohs
Manager, Siting and Certification
Lower Colorado River Authority
P.O. Box 220, Mail Stop DSC-D204
Austin, TX 78767-0220

p^ @ T 0 TT
MAY 2 2 2014

By--^^nrna

Dear Mr. Wenmohs:

Attached please find the Resolution passed by the Gillespie County Economic Development
Commission at our Board of Directors meeting on May 16, 2014, relating to the Blumenthal
Substation and 13 8-kV Transmission Line Project. I don't think many of us can oppose the
apparent need for additional electric capacity east of Fredericksburg. However, we would ask
that LCRA and CTEC be prudent in siting of the substation and routing of the associated
transmission lines and attempt to minimize negative aesthetic and economic impacts to the area.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this input.

Sincerely,

^

im Lehmberg
Executive Director

Enclosure
cc: Mr. Robert A. Loth III

302 EAST AUSTIN - FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 78624 - PHONE 830.997.6523 - 888.997.3600 - FAX 830.997.858$10



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, LCRA Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA. TSC) and Central Texas Electric
Cooperative (CTEC) are proposing to build new electric transmission facilities that could be located in
portions of Gillespie, Blanco and Kendall counties; and

WHEREAS, LCRA TSC plans to build a new 138-kV transmission line to connect CTEC's proposed
new electric substation in Gillespie county to LCRA TSC's existing 138-kV electric transmission line that
runs through northern Kendall and western Blanco counties; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this project is to improve the reliability of the electric transmission system
while meeting the region's growing demands for electric power including CTEC's customers east of
Fredericksburg; and

WHEREAS, the scope of the proposed project is significant, requiring 10 to 20 miles of new
transmission line and 10 to 20 acres of land for the new substation; and

WHEREAS, U.S. Highway 290 East between Stonewall and Fredericksburg is the main approach route
for visitors coming to Fredericksburg and Gillespie county from the four major metropolitan areas of
Texas; and

WHEREAS, Wine Enthusiast magazine in February, 2014 named the Texas Hill Country as one of the
10 Best Wine Travel Destinations in the world; and

WHEREAS, the electric project's study area is the very epicenter of this wine and tourism industry;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GILLESPIE COUNTY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT-COMMISSION:

That the Gillespie County Economic Development Commission is supportive of the project based
on the need for additional electric capacity in the service area, however,-the project should
minimize negative aesthetic and economic impacts to the area. Specifically, the substation and
associated 138-kV transmission lines and poles should be set back a minimum of one-half mile
from U.S. Highway 290 and those transmission lines and poles should not be located in the
immediate viewshed of any winery, tourism or agritourism-oriented business. LCRA TSC and
CTEC should work with landowners to minimize the impacts of the transmission line route and
be sensitive to their requests regarding structure type and placement. LCRA TSC and CTEC
should treat landowners courteously, professionally and justly; including appropriate
compensation for land, easements and any diminishment in value of the property's remainder.

Passed and approved this 16th day of May, 2014,

Lehmberg, Executive Director
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Texas Wine and Grape Growers Association

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, LCRA Transmission Services: Corporation (LCRA TSC) and Central Texas Electric Cooperative (CTEC)

plan to build a new 138-kV transmission line to connect CTEC's proposed new electric substation in Gillespie

county to LCRA TSC's existing 138-1t11 electric transmission line that runs through northern Kendall and
western Blanco counties; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this project is to improve the reliability of the electric transmission system while
meeting the region's growing demands for electric power including CTEC's customers east of Fredericksburg;
and

WHEREAS, the scope of the proposed project is significant, requiring 10 to 20 miles of new transmission line
and 10 to 20 acres of land for the new substation; and

WHEREAS, the acres of land are part of commercial winery and vineyard operations that could be significantly
compromised; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Wine and Grape Industry provides an economic impact to the State of Texas exceeding
$1.88; and

WHEREAS, the electric project's study area is the very epicenter of this wine industry in Gillespie County, and
the state of Texas, generating increasing amounts of sales tax for the county and an expanding customer base
for CTEC, as well as, supporting area job growth and statewide agriculture growth; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Hill Country aesthetics are a vital and required part of the desirability of the area that
brings visitors to "Texas Wine Country," specifically the wineries, vineyards and other related agri-tourism
businesses;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TEXAS WINE AND GRAPE GROWERS ASSOCIATION.:
That the Texas Wine and Grape Growers Association understands the need for additional electric
capacity in the service area; however, the project should minimize negative aesthetic and economic
impacts in this rapidly growing business corridor of Gillespie County along Highway 290.

We support the resolution passed by the Fredericksburg Wine Road 290 who stage the substation

should be set back a minimum of one-half mile from U.S. Highway 290 and the associated 138-kV

transmission lines should also be a minimum of one-half mile from U.S. .Highway 290 and should not be
located in the view shed of any established winery or tourism-oriented business.

Passed and approved this 29th day of May, 2014.

Jim Evans, President, Four Point Cellars, Fredericksburg
Pat Brennan, Director, Four Point Cellars, Fredericksburg

Monty Dixon, President Elect, Bar Z Winery, Canyon

John Rivenburg, Treasurer, Bending Branch Winery, Comfort

Bob Landon, Secretary, Landon Winery, McKinney and Greenville
Cliff Bingham, Director, Bingham Family Vineyards, Meadow

Dusty Evans, Director, Sprayberry Vineyards, Midland

Jon Bowden, Director, Alta Mira Vineyards, Houston
Ron Yates, Past President, Spicewood Vineyards, Spicewood
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Chris Hull, Director, Llano Estacado Winery, Lubbock
Brian Heath, Legislative. Committee, Grape Greek Vineyards, Fredericksburg
Susan Steger, Director, Tara Vineyards & Winery, Athens
Bill Blackmon, Director, William Chris Vineyards, Hye
Dana Pool, Director, Los Pinos Ranch Vineyards, Pittsburg

Debbie Reynolds, Executive Director, Texas Wine and Grape Growers Association, Grapevine

Texas Wine and Grape Growers Association
624 S. Dooley Street
Grapevine, TX 76051
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Appendix B

Public Involvement
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INDEX TO APPENDIX B

Public Involvement Documents

Open House Newspaper Notice

Open House Notice Mailed to Landowners

Open House Questionnaire

Open House Map

Open House Frequently Asked Questions Handout

Open House LCRA TSC Exhibits
(not same size as poster size exhibits presented at open house)

Open House Visual Simulations

Environmental and Land Use Criteria for Transmission Line Evaluation

Agencies Contacted
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,'

Central Texas Electric Co-op

May 5, 2014

[First Name] [Last Name] [Suffix]
[Address_1]
[Address-2]
[City], [State] [Zip]

Re: Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Project
Blanco, Gillespie and Kendall counties

Property ID: [PROP_ID]

Dear Landowner:

ICrA
ENERGY • WATER • COMMUNITY SERVICES

TRANSMISSION SERVICES CORPORATION

You have been identified as a landowner who could be affected by an electric transmission line project
in your area. I want to personally invite you to an open house on May 15 to learn more about the
Blumenthal Substation and 138-kilovolt (kV) electric transmission line project.

LCRA Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC) and Central Texas Electric Cooperative (CTEC)
are proposing to build new electric transmission facilities that could be located in portions of Blanco,
Gillespie and Kendall counties. LCRA TSC plans to build a new 138-kV transmission line on single-
circuit structures to connect CTEC's proposed new Blumenthal Substation, which will be located in the
Blumenthal area, to LCRA TSC's existing 138-kV electric transmission line that runs through northern
Kendall and western Blanco counties (T-342).

The purpose of this project is to improve the reliability of the electric transmission system while meeting
the region's growing demands for electric power. The new transmission line will provide a power source
to CTEC's proposed Blumenthal Substation, which will serve the electric requirements of CTEC's
customers located east of Fredericksburg. The entire project will be about 10 to 20 miles long,
depending on the final route.

LCRA TSC will request Public Utility Commission of Texas ( PUC) approval to amend its Certificate of
Convenience and Necessity for this project. We have enclosed a list of frequently asked questions
explaining the project and providing additional information about LCRA, LCRA TSC, and CTEC.
Power Engineers, a consulting firm hired by LCRA TSC for this project, has identified several
preliminary alternative transmission line route segments and alternate substation locations for
consideration, which are shown on the enclosed map. Maps with greater detail, and additional
project information, will be available at the open house. The preliminary route segments and
alternate substation locations are subject to modification based on further study and information
gathered at the open house.

LCRA TSC and CTEC are inviting the potentially affected landowners and the general public to the
open house. Potentially affected landowners are people listed on the current county tax rolls as owners
of land within 300 feet of the center line of any proposed preliminary route segments. Public input is
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important, especially in evaluating locations for new transmission facilities and assessing the project's
impacts. The open house will have an informal "come-and-go" format consisting of staffed information
stations addressing specific aspects of the project. LCRA TSC and CTEC staff will not give a formal
presentation. Visitors are encouraged to review each station at their own pace and ask questions.

The open house will be Thursday, May 15, at the Stonewall Chamber of Commerce, 250 Peach St.
Your input would be greatly appreciated, so we hope you will come by anytime between 5:30 and 7:30
p.m.

Open HGuse Details
Thursday, May 15, 2014

Anytime between 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Come-and-go format . No formal presentation

Stonewall Chamber of Commerce
250 Peach St., Stonewall, TX

N Open House Map

14 t
t 623

Ye ^ ^

Peach Street

to
Johnson Ciiy, 15 miles

Stonewall Chamber of Commerce
tq 250 Peach Street
PCedericiCSburp, 14 miles Stonewall, TX

1623

, 500 ft

If you have any questions about the project or upcoming open house, please call 800-776-5272, Ext.
4495, or send an email to lance.wenmohs@Icra.org. If you are unable to attend the open house, please
visit the project webpage for more information on www.Icra.ora by typing "Blumenthal" in the search box
to find the Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line project. I encourage you to download
the questionnaire and mail or e-mail your comments/concerns to me by May 30, 2014. I look forward to
seeing or hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Lance Wenmohs
Manager, Siting & Certification
Lower Colorado River Authority
P.O. Box 220, MS DSC-D204
Austin, Texas 78767-0220

Enclosures
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Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV Transmission Line Pro'ect
Questionnaire

Open House - May 15, 2014

This questionnaire will help Central Texas Electric Cooperative (CTEC) and LCRA Transmission
Services Corporation (LCRA TSC)* understand public interests and concerns about the proposed
Blumenthal Substation and 138-kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line Project. The information provided by
you and other interested citizens is one element carefully considered in the transmission line route
selection process. Once you have viewed the exhibits available on the web site, please print and
complete this questionnaire, then mail or fax it, or scan and send by email to Lance Wenmohs
by May 30, 2014.

Lance Wenmohs
LCRA Regulatory Affairs
Mailstop DSC - D204
P.O. Box 220
Austin, TX 78767-0220
Fax: 512-578-4413
Email: lance.wenmohs@Icra.org

1. Did you attend the open house for this project on May 15, 2014? If no, skip to question 3.
Yes q No q

2. In relation to the May 15 open house, rate each of the following:

Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly N/A
agree

I was given an opportunity to ask O O O 0
u ti d

disagree

0 0q es ons an receive answers.

LCRA and CTEC staff were
0 0 0 0knowledgeable about the meeting topic. 0 0

LCRA and CTEC staff listened to my 0 0 0 0 0 0issues and concerns.

This meeting was a good use of my O O O O
time.

O O

Please explain your responses:

* LCRA TSC is subject to Chapter 552 of the Texas Government Code, commonly known as the Public Information Act.
Responses to this questionnaire are subject to release as public information unless parts are determined to be exempt
from disclosure under the Act. Marking portions of your response as "confidential" will not guarantee t
not be released under the Act, but it will help us in evaluating whether an exception might apply.

hat information will
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3. Which of the following apply to your situation? Check all that apply.
q I am located in the project area.

q A potential line route segment is on my land or near my home or business. Applicable route
segment(s):

q An existing transmission line is on my land or near my home. Applicable route

segment(s):

q A potential Blumenthal Substation site is on my land or near my home/business. Applicable
substation site(s):

q Other. Please specify (e.g. I lease land and/or I am responsible for land improvements or
upkeep near a potential line route segment or substation site).

4. Do you understand why this project is needed? Yes q No q

5. Were the exhibits and information provided on the web site helpful?
Yes q No q

How could we have improved these exhibits and the information provided?

Page 2
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6. LCRA TSC and its consultant for this project, Power Engineers, take many environmental
and land use features into consideration when identifying possible routes for electric
transmission facilities, including, but not limited to the following.

• Nearby residences, businesses, cemeteries, schools, churches, hospitals, nursing homes and
other structures

• Nearby commercial radio transmitters, microwave relay stations or similar electronic installations
• Nearby parks and/or recreational areas
• Nearby historical or archaeological sites
• Nearby airport runways, airstrips or heliports
• Agricultural areas irrigated by traveling irrigation systems
• Environmentally sensitive areas

Threatened or endangered species
Floodplains

Power Engineers has shown these features on the Land Use and Environmental
Constraints Map. Are those features accurately located?

Yes q No q . Don't Know q

If no, please list the corrections below, mark them on the map, print and send with this form.

Are you aware of any other features that are not shown on the Land Use and
Environmental Constraints Map?

Yes q No q

If yes, please list them below, mark them on the map, print and send with this form.

7. Which route segment(s) do you prefer and why? Responding to this question does not
constitute a "vote" for or against any proposed route segment(s).

Page 3
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8. Which route segment(s) do you not favor and why? Responding to this question does not
constitute a "vote" for or against any proposed route segments(s).

9. Identifying a route and constructing transmission lines involves many considerations.
Please rank these factors in the order of importance to you. Indicate the most important
factor with a 1, second most important with a 2, third most important with a 3, and so on.

Maintain reliable electric service
Use or parallel existing electric transmission line right of way where possible
Parallel other existing compatible right of way (e.g. roads, highways) where possible
Parallel property lines where possible
Maximize distance from residences
Maximize distance from schools, churches, nursing homes, etc.
Maximize distance from commercial buildings
Maximize distance from historic sites or areas
Maximize distance from parks and recreational areas
Minimize visibility of the lines
Minimize environmental impacts
Other

10. Below and shown on the 138-kV Structure Options display board (see open house exhibits
on the web site) are a variety of transmission structure types. Please rank your preferred
structure type from Most Preferred (1) to Least Preferred (3). Please explain your choices
below.

F-- I

A I
Single-Pole Lattice Tower H-Frame

Page 4
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11. If the transmission line route is on your property, is there a specific location that you
would prefer for the right of way of the line?

Yes q No q

If yes, please describe the location below, mark it on the map to show the location, print and send
with this form.

12. Is there any other information you would like the project team to know or take into
consideration when evaluating the alternative locations for the new line?

13. Please provide your name and address below. This is optional.

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone:

Email:

If you would like an LCRA TSC representative to contact you to discuss this project further,
please call 800-776-5272, Ext. 4495.

Thank you for your comments. Please print and complete this questionnaire, mail or fax it
or scan and send by email (see top of this form for contact information).

Page 5

Date:
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I

v;^
y ^ ^^ ^

^'`^y ^ ^. `ea /^ ^^ ^ ) ^, ^ ^^-
^, ' °

^^ ^^^ ^^ ^( p^ ^

^^^?q^ f \J ^^^ ^ 1' ^^^^.--O-^^cJ ^ _ ` l

^ 1

^J ^ t

^^af^^a^UaM`^ ^•^ c ^ ^ '! : •. . ..-;^ . , ^ ^^ b•;

•` xaga^

^

r ^ "

'

''"'. ^.;^ ,3̂

`^

' m ,,,^ a^^ ^^a^s • ^ -H... ..

`̂ i ^" ti ^ ^ ® ^<. ♦ ^
^ ^ ^1 cL`= t+^ ,. ^ N •.
^

.
...r =

n

- ^
_ -•.^ ^ ^---^--0-^- ^O'^

equa^o ^,Pb 4
;

^
^: r.

,.•• 1
•

,. ^ J `^ i• ^ ^, ^;asu^ ^aa^^ ^a;si
^ e°\^y ^

^^

4N ' ^...^ ^ _.•• -. ' Gr e

^ ~ ^ ^ ^et G^e
( e^ ^

a ^
.Qa

:: l ^^^
^ ^ ^

'•U~ ^''

is
i^' ^'^^fae ^

lg^l/
..

^^ _. ^ ^,
.•.n . .,.l

r"'•-"'•
H;n--' . ^

^^-



a^

^
co
4
^

328



Q. What is the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA)?
A. LCRA is a conservation and reclamation district created by the Texas Legislature in 1934. It has no

taxing authority and operates solely on utility revenues and fees generated from supplying energy,
water and community services. LCRA supplies cost-effective electricity for Central Texas, manages
water supplies and floods in the lower Colorado River basin, provides public parks, and supports
community development in 58 Texas counties.

Q. What is LCRA Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC)?
A. Senate Bill (SB) 7, passed by the Texas Legislature in 1999, restructured the state's electric industry

and allowed LCRA to provide transmission services throughout Texas. Provisions of SB 7 required
utilities to separate electric generation and transmission businesses. As a result, LCRA created LCRA
Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC) in 2001 to meet these requirements. As of Jan. 1,
2002, all of LCRA's transmission assets were transferred to this nonprofit corporation. LCRA TSC
owns or operates more than 4,800 miles of transmission lines, more than 350 substations and a
System Operations Control Center. LCRA staff operates and maintains those facilities for LCRA TSC,
which provides wholesale transmission services to eligible customers located in South, West, and
Central Texas.

Q. What is the Blumenthal 138-kV Transmission Line Project?
A. LCRA TSC is proposing to build and operate a new single-circuit 138-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

as part of an overall Transmission System Improvements Plan. The new transmission line will
connect Central Texas Electric Cooperative's (CTEC) new Blumenthal Substation, to be located in
the Blumenthal area, to LCRA TSC's existing Kendall-to-Mountain Top (T-342) transmission line,
which runs through northern Kendall and western Blanco counties. The new transmission line may be
located in portions of Blanco, Gillespie and Kendall counties. The entire project will be about 10 to 20
miles long, depending on the final route.

Q. What is the proposed Blumenthal Substation and why is it needed?
A. The Blumenthal Substation is a proposed load-serving substation needed to support current and

forecasted electric load growth and to provide reliable electric service in CTEC's service area. CTEC
will acquire about three acres of land and construct the new Blumenthal Substation.

Q. Why are the Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV transmission line needed?
A. CTEC has experienced a large increase in demand for electricity in its service area, especially the

area from eastern Gillespie County extending to western Blanco County and northern Kendall
County. The proposed new Blumenthal Substation and transmission line would transmit power from
existing LCRA TSC transmission lines to CTEC and its member owners.

CTEC is a Direct-Connect Transmission Customer of LCRA TSC. LCRA TSC delivers wholesalepower via its high-voltage transmission lines to CTEC who then directs that power to its end users(homes and businesses) via lower-voltage distribution lines.
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Q. Who determines when and where new lines are needed?
A. The Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC) decides if new lines are needed to supply electric

service. LCRA TSC will conduct a routing study and obtain public input related to siting the new
electric facilities. The PUC ultimately decides the route of new transmission lines.

Q. What is the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT)?
A. ERCOT is the organization entrusted with keeping electric power flowing to about 20 million Texans,

representing 85 percent of the state's electric load and about 75 percent of its land area. As the
independent system operator for its region, ERCOT manages the scheduling of power on an electric
grid consisting of 78,000 megawatts of generation capacity and 38,000 miles of transmission lines.
ERCOT is a nonprofit corporation regulated by the PUC.

Q. How does electricity get to homes?
A. To meet the electricity needs of cooperative member owners, electrical power first travels from

generating plants, connected to the ERCOT system, through a network of high-voltage transmission
lines and voltage transformation equipment connected at voltage levels including 138 kV and 69 kV.
The voltage is then reduced or "stepped down" to a distribution-level voltage through a transformer at
a substation. The voltage step down is typically to 13 kV or 25 kV. The electricity is then distributed
out of the substation along these lower voltage distribution lines, ultimately supplying the electrical
power to the cooperative member owners through one last level of voltage transformation near
homes and businesses.

Q. How is CTEC involved with this project?
A. CTEC purchases its electricity from electric suppliers in the ERCOT region. The electricity is

transmitted over the transmission systems owned and maintained by LCRA TSC and other
transmission service providers to CTEC. CTEC then resells and distributes that electricity to its retail
customers. As a result, CTEC customers will benefit directly from this project.

CTEC will acquire the land for the new Blumenthal Substation and construct it. Once the new
substation is completed, CTEC will construct new lower voltage distribution lines out of the substation
to supply the area's electricity.

Q. There are large electric transmission lines recently constructed in the Comfort, Kerrville and
Junction areas. Is this project related to that transmission line project?

A. No. That is a 345-kV electric transmission line directed by the PUC to be built as part of the state's
Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (CREZ) project. CREZ is designed to be a bulk electricity
transfer project to move large quantities of power throughout the state. The Blumenthal 138-kV
project is in no way related to CREZ, and is a smaller-scale electric transmission project designed to
address local electricity issues and meet the area's needs for reliable electric service.
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The existing CTEC distribution lines coming out of the Goehmann Lane Substation serve customers
located in eastern Gillespie County, parts of western Blanco County, and parts of northern Kendall
County. This portion of the CTEC distribution system has experienced several recent outages. The
Blumenthal Substation and 138-kV transmission line project would improve electric reliability in these
areas.



Q. Where will the new substation and transmission line be located?
A. The exact location of these facilities has not yet been determined. LCRA TSC has contracted with an

environmental and engineering firm to conduct a routing study, which will identify several alternative
sites for the new Blumenthal Substation and several transmission line routes to connect the existing
LCRA TSC Kendall-to-Mountain Top transmission line (T-342) to the various alternate Blumenthal
Substation sites. The PUC will decide the route for any new transmission line it approves. Several
alternate substation locations and alternate transmission line routes will be provided to the PUC. Only
one substation site and one transmission line route connecting the substation to T-342 will be
constructed.

Q. How does LCRA TSC identify and consider routes for the transmission line?
A. LCRA TSC and its routing consultant, Power Engineers, develop a study area that includes the end

points of the transmission line -- the existing Kendall-to-Mountain Top transmission line (T-342) and
the proposed new Blumenthal Substation alternate sites. LCRA TSC gathers data, maps, aerial
photos and input from federal and state agencies and local officials. LCRA staff also conducts field
reconnaissance from public access points like roads and highways. Using this information, LCRA
TSC identifies environmental and land use constraints such as subdivisions, parks and known cultural
resource sites within the study area. Then, staff identifies preliminary alternate sites for the new
Blumenthal Substation. Several preliminary route segments connecting the end points are identified
and drawn to avoid these constraints as much as possible; realizing it is impossible to avoid all
constraints. These preliminary route segments and alternate substation sites are then presented to
the public at an open house. Although several alternate route segments and substation sites will be
shown at the open house, only one substation site and one route connecting the substation to T-342
will be constructed.

As the public input process continues, route segments and alternate substation sites may be
modified, eliminated or added. Ultimately, the routes will be evaluated using factors that include public
input, human/natural/cultural resource impacts, engineering, construction, operation and maintenance
issues and cost. This process will identify several alternative routes connecting the project end points.
These routes are then included in LCRA TSC's Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN)
application to the PUC. The PUC will make the final decision whether to approve the application and
will select the route and substation site to build.

Q. What will the transmission line structures look like?
A. LCRA TSC is considering various structure types for this project (e.g. steel or concrete monopoles,

steel or concrete H-frames, and steel lattice structures). Right of way, engineering, public input and
cost constraints will be used to decide the preferred structure type. Typical transmission structures
supporting 138-kV lines will be 50 to 125 feet above the ground. Typical span lengths between
structures for projects like this range from 600 to 1,000 feet. The PUC ultimately will approve the
structure type(s) for the project. LCRA TSC shows diagrams and photos of the typical transmission
line structures at its open houses.

In some locations and along certain route segments, only H-frame structures can be used to avoid
potential impacts to an existing Federal Aviation Administration communication beacon located just
south of US Highway 290.
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Q. What will be located at the site where the new transmission line ties into the existing
transmission line?

A. During the routing phase of the project, the routing consultant and LCRA TSC will identify and
evaluate a few alternate connection (also called tap point) locations along T-342 (LCRA TSC's
existing Kendall-to-Mountain Top 138-kV transmission line). After the PUC approves a route, LCRA
TSC will acquire about two acres of land for the tap point location. Equipment at the tap point will
include a 138-kV operating bus, three 138-kV motor-operated switches with interrupters, a remote
terminal unit and a control house.

Q. How will I be affected if the route crosses my land?
A. Once the PUC selects a route, LCRA TSC will work with each property owner to purchase an

easement to construct, operate and maintain the new electric transmission line. An easement gives a
utility the right to use privately owned land for a specific purpose. The landowner retains ownership of
the property. The easement is described in a legal document subsequently recorded in the county
deed records and available for public inspection. Other than the utility facilities, no above-ground
structures may be located within the easement. Normal agricultural and recreational activities
including farming, ranching, hunting and hiking may take place within the easement area.

Q. What is the process for defining or describing an easement?
A. LCRA TSC will contact owners of the property to be crossed by the transmission line after the PUC

approves the route for the transmission line. The landowners are notified of the need to conduct
surveys on the property. Crews conduct a land survey to establish boundaries of the easement. At
the same time, environmental and cultural resources surveys are conducted. The easement area is
defined and described by a registered professional land surveyor. This survey, referred to as a
"metes and bounds" survey, is a description of the exact measurements of the land needed for the
facilities.

Q. How much does LCRA TSC pay for an easement?
A. LCRA TSC pays fair market value for transmission line easements and supplemental easements. A

copy of the fair market value report is provided to a property owner at the time an offer is made to
purchase the easement.

0. What is eminent domain?
A. Eminent domain is the right granted to certain entities such as utilities and governmental bodies to

acquire property for public use, as long as the property owner is paid just compensation. The power
of eminent domain may be used for such things as schools, parks, roads, highways, fire and police
stations, public buildings and utilities. As public utilities, LCRA TSC and CTEC have the right to
exercise eminent domain. However, LCRA TSC and CTEC are obligated to negotiate in good faith
with property owners for the purchase of the property or easement rights they need before invoking
the authority of eminent domain.

Q. How wide is the easement for the transmission line?
A. Easements for this proposed 138-kV transmission line typically range between 80 and 130 feet wide.

The exact width of the easement will depend on the type of structure selected, engineering
constraints and other factors.
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Q. Do LCRA TSC and CTEC pay property taxes on transmission and substation facilities?
A. Yes. LCRA TSC pays local property taxes on the transmission facilities, land and land rights that it

owns. LCRA TSC has paid more than $2 million in property taxes to school districts and other local
jurisdictions in Gillespie County since its creation in 2002. LCRA TSC also pays state and local sales
and use taxes for goods and services defined as taxable by state law.

CTEC also pays property taxes on its facilities and land located within its service area. In 2012, CTEC
paid property taxes in its service area totaling about $473,500.

Q. What about electric and magnetic fields?
A. Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) are found everywhere, especially where electricity is used,

including household appliances (such as hair dryers, computers and televisions), electrical
equipment, communications equipment and power lines. Some concerns have been raised in the
past about potential health effects of EMF. Extensive scientific research has established no direct link
between exposure to power lines and adverse health effects. Neither the state nor federal
government has established any health standards relating to EMF. For more information, visit the
Electric and Magnetic Field section of the LCRA website at
http://Icra.org/energy/energy-education-and-safety/safety/Pages/electric-and-magnetic-fields.aspx

Q. What are the next steps for this project?
A. After the open house, LCRA TSC and its routing consultant will evaluate all public comments and

conduct additional engineering and environmental analysis of the options. Some of the preliminary
route segments and substation locations may be eliminated or modified. Others may be added based
on public input and additional analysis. A set of primary alternative routes made up of the various
segments and alternate substation locations will be identified and evaluated in detail. The consultant
will prepare a project Environmental Assessment and Alternative Route Analysis report (sometimes
called an EA or routing study) for LCRA TSC to review. LCRA TSC will then prepare the Certificate of
Convenience and Necessity (CCN) application and submit it to the PUC. Upon submitting the CCN
application (currently scheduled for late 2014), LCRA TSC will mail letters to potentially affected
landowners about how they can participate in the proceeding. Public notifications regarding the CCN
application filing also will be published in area newspapers. If the PUC approves the project, final
notices will be sent to landowners advising them of the approved route. The PUC should reach a
decision on the CCN application within a year after the application is filed.

Q. What happens once the PUC approves the project?
A. Once the PUC approves the project, LCRA TSC will conduct land, environmental and cultural

resources surveys to prepare the necessary plans and specifications to construct the transmission
line. CTEC will do the same for the substation portion of the project. Then LCRA TSC will prepare the
right of way for construction. After the right of way is prepared, construction equipment and workers
will enter the right of way to install new structures and conductors. CTEC will begin clearing, grading
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Q. Will LCRA TSC clear the entire easement area?
A. LCRA TSC will clear the work zone along the easement typically 60 to 90 feet wide. Additional

clearing less than or equal to the 80- to 130-foot easement width also will be required to allow for
conductor (also called wire) sag and swing due to anticipated wind conditions. In environmentally
sensitive areas, minimal clearing is typically required.



Q. When will this 138-kV transmission line and new substation be in operation?
A. If approved by the PUC, the new transmission line and substation are scheduled to be operational by

2018.

Anyone with questions about the Blumenthal 138-kV Project can send a letter, email or call
Lance Wenmohs or visit www.icra.org/energy:

Lance Wenmohs
Manager, Siting and Certification

Lower Colorado River Authority
P.O. Box 220, Mail Stop DSC-D204

Austin, TX 78767-0220

lance.wenmohs@Icra.org
800-776-5272, Ext. 4495, or 512-578-4495

www.icra.org/energy
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and constructing the new Blumenthal Substation after it purchases the required land from the
landowner.
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operations. It was ^^^a.W by LCRA as a result of Skr^^^e J3i117,
the 1999 state , law that restructured the stat^^^ electric
:^dust nT^ ^^ ^^^^RA's transmission assets were transferred
to LCM TSC in 2002y

The nonprofit corpora^ew.

^ Pa a^^^^^cs v4a) ficTfittes in the s=ite's tran^^^^^^^ing grid betlvccii
pow^.,r pht7ts ^^ ^i(l ^ ^^cial ^^^ectnic del

bout 5,100railles of trimsini^^icrn li87e&

Operates J)otat 360 SLr^^SLlt^cms and other facilities.

* Owns a stat^.'-of-thc-art-. ^^^^^cm Or),,-,r^^^tioa1s CoaITrT(1! CCnter^
I^')zit operates 24 hours a ^i^^^^ ^^^ery, ^^ly.

- Pr^^\ide.^ ^^^(A 11tLks between Texas power plants and the
SUItr 's r^ tercomiec(^^d pmv^.̂ r grid,

^^^b
F '

^^Is r^^^^^^.^ the ^
^

^l-f^^^ li^' ^.'^^n^a^^i:^sic^n of Tex s.

rtit `y^ ^ i C^N^.'^ l^^'i4^rSil i..^.E 5.,^ pe1 ^,'^ 14l^S.~^ on k.17.B,E^.7^i^^s1o,t ^Ytc7.^1t8t-y^y

k d d l d "o rin , an an n its it mvils,,
iw ^^^+,^_ .. .
'.^:... .:. ^?,

. . . . . . . .... . .
^:,....^s.. 1`^!^►eY^H'.:a+^^... . .

.^ n ^ .

,r> ty^.^?yb^,^

'^ns

;^ -

^^ rt^ tf
•^^, ^^ t .'^,̀' .

k ^ Y r.

-^s

=J

.. < ^....

r^aa;xAM

.^.
6

ti
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OurOur M ission

The Lower Colorado River A Ltd7crrit;,' {I.ClUU pr«5`ic^ess reliable, cost-el'^eclir-`e elec.tric
ivater, and other public services of value and is a responsible steward of the river a nd
the basin':: natural. resources. .I,t:ltA is a Texas utmsen•ation and recTani:zt:ican district
opcratinpvit9i no taxingautlz4^rity.
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What Is CTEC?
Proudly se r%, athe Texas I lill Coun t ry ^r^^ for ^^ F e^ars.

Cen tra ] Texas H(^ctric Gf^.^Verata^^^, (CI1'C,:) is a. private, ProlIt Lltilit^ ,
owned and cor^trt^ffed by the members it serves. CT EC received . its charter
1•-royi3-i fiIic State ofTexas On June 19, 1947.

CAF{ : pr-oAdes clectri^ ^cn•icc to 37^000 metevs, ^ic1oss 1 I counties-, (]"iffcsI.^ic,
Llam:)k Mason. Kimb1e4 San Ri^.^a, Blanco. Kenc^alf,Kerr, Real, iNlemird, and
i^^C(A11h)C,I), C7T"C ptarch^I-s-'e^ ^^vholc'-'s^--lfe power for its members and distritywes
it acro--;^s ^i network (A"0*{ai00 wii.les (7Iline ' which i t own^ and maijiLains. In
Addition to the COO ^^^rtiti^,^e rr^^i11^ office in ^F'^^^.̂ ^^ri^:.^.sL^t^r^, ^^rs^T^^l^ ^^l^ic+^^ are
I^xcate,^ i.n '^^la^^n, L^^.n^^, a.etdKingsl^.^^^9_ '1`he ^.'^)^-i^peniL)cy^^ 140 }^et) ^^^l^ ^^^f^^^
scr^^^ a 46t'^^^ti^^, mi. sc^^Ti^.c t^^-ritd^r-^^, ^

Although ^^ ^^^^x^-^a^rO^it, the ^^^^^^^^er^^tIN^^^ does pay ^^r^^^^^^^ taxes to ^e^^ ^^ taxing
district t^91^^^^^^ t^^^ I Icounties s^rved,
..._^._._._. _.^^.

CTEC s m ission

^

d'-IN ^N -NA roe,»a ^tF
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Pub lic Utility (OMMiss ^̂ o_
Certification Process for Transmission Lines

r• ^^^^^

• 3Jt•artif). I>egieittir:gitttd cad Pdritrt:S likrprCtjc'Cl.
te,f!,^'•i`I rt,g LCitA I'SC.,;pnc91lt-tc>-N tatnttv-;tTali Einf, ;:rid prutioaerftitAv F^ltntm ral(t41l +̀tsMqrric^u-

a ldcntitrystait-[v.trca li:tti.xi on prrrl,"tt.tit c1cili nit ion,

• t.^atlter data about study are&

• MaEarre3`irttttmerttaL 6nt[fdtritli eu%econs.ti"8ttIts itisiudv arca.

- i3eterJrtGrw^ pre[ier3iotarl° ru[9tinn aegrrneWs based riltmilis, aerial1;lic?ftss, eirtztitrurrts do1a, and terir.l vie.itti,

. Ho Id o lien h^^srs. to ^ath el' pttirGe input

Anal^'r.e prelomariar^ routing segajie€rts to,dtvelop the primary alternative routes.

FIre}ure Errvironto3i.nia9 Assessment Rtpe ►rt.
..,". . . -

^
, . . ,_ _ . ,,._ .. .. ^. , ., .," . . •

on Pro

Submit all application €iw the PUC to slrnteteij L'C'Rl Triutsirtissiu.tl Stttti i^es GEFrE)c,ratittn'4 Certificate of
Convenience and N4yCes3ltx iLt=.N?.

° Upon filing of the ;3}tp9i+;.;ttion, notices will be sent to knrJiewners r;°hti:s€ propert y may be crossod or is within ;X)
fret ofarrv ^Itcrns#it°crFtv@^s.

Ntttires ab-rr will be setat to rrtvteacii?alities and electric t5tililirN that are within live miles tpf lhe prtsYett and ltt
municipal and county grati,erltrerents ^a llea^ th^ ^ rt^jrkt is 1"A1cd.

Following the filing at the application, interested parties will have an opportunity to participate in MI
k ^ in^cn^nti^^n Prc^cc^

3'LJCS i t5 fl' lit'.vie.tv

R1)(7, sgsffcandur.ts rt^ricr,v 3pt.1

makes rnxrnmendal àern to Zt,prctt
1}zcii Lct as sut>taiittcd nr xpywyt^

with niotlatitztsost:;,

AtitTtitli tr^liy`2 ^°^t^lreta^

Ter^hni^',^.1 cr+^i -+v r^5 c?et>ir.:C r.t^iatit7^
• Testimpn, Ptl^.i by all partan

Administrat-;irr Ircaricg

judge prepare,

pri pcastd finid order

acc )CcisvOrt
rovr aprli,^tic^at

E EL

r"ac at plt a it^^ ^ti^E€h moaii^^^fli+7ns

° PUC ap}SrC5S,,J flfA CC.N R 3}rp9)1-&€[t1II gives LCl^tA T f8it5E779`tiStQfl SerF'iCeSfvRrjTDr3ttor1 the aLr'thoriZil.t7orltti bHild
the new cr tr7 ^rnissirin Irrr^jrrt aIrrtsg the route Setectt_ t3v tlte PUG

t-*,* Ik-
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Pro*ect Purpose ar^d Need
What is the Scope of the Project Proposed by LCRA TSC

To construct ^high Volta-,ge (138-kV) transmission line connecting anew electric 9aad-sercring
stubstation to be located in Gi1lespieCotrnt7 to inctisihng trHnsrnissian tiizethatrunsalongA-cstcrit
Blanco and narthern. Kendall counties.

Why Is This '1"ransrnission. Line Necessary?
The transmission lin4 is sie+ dcd, to cunncet a new electelcload-serving substationr ^^:blta.unenthaf Substation) Co the area's trapismtssintt svst;em.

^Vhv Is The Blumenthal Substation Necess.:
The ^lulllvnthai S'Astatitrn is needed to avoid:

• High loading levels of existing distribution system facilities under normal condition.-,;

Boendk{i eleqri( sercioe OUta^C,, for lQad Wirue4,Qut ofthe Goehrnann i aneSubstation;

• Loading levels that exceed transmission equipment c.ai,abilit), under emergency cuitilitinns;

• Transmission voltage lei-cis that fall below acceptable limits under emergency condition&

Dwrean d - Goer ' '
y ^r .__....^..^..,._,,..,..^.....,.. _ _.._ . .... ,. 3 ^

t ,
^Vlif^^tTl1.

• - ..
S 1_

t" lY} ♦ .[ 1 ti^ ! '^ :,
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What Project Alternatives Were Considered.?

w Transferring load to nearby substations has ticen ongoing forseveral. yearsEhnwever, as
load continues to develop east of Fredericksburg, this option has been cxhausted.

The expansion and upg rade a f the distriUutinn s}°stern Ei tilizing enfisting transmassion lines,
were cx.°^laresl.;hsawe<<er, these so[ution5 did not adcclUatelw address the overall and
long-term area's electric sytisteat, net^ds.

A new transmission lini^ connecting to an existing high valtapc transmission lizt4 th at runs
west of the study area and south of E'retlerick,sburg was ext^Ehre+.^, however, this ct^nQ^*^tlt^nwest
created other problems and did not provide the rcliability or transmission capacity provided
by the prnpowd prq}"E.

0" In addition to not meeting lcu.a1, statc, and Wctai rNtt.iretncnts ftrr-thtptuvision oJ:!: relia.bie
elertric,wrvic:e, conlit7vdng to serve tlaearea'fi electric load without this project will result in
electric service degradation impacting a large and growing number nI*CTEG end-use
4pns11:'dt'9Crs.

8hum.entha! Project Vicini'v-,

C^ .
^

L\

ya,4

a D" a
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Easement Acquisition Process.
I'U'(_; Isstaes Fena! Ordta

Verify current awnership along a^:,prcive3 route
:^^^ ,.. ,:^:;^- &.z ^^^_ ^^^^^>^ :, ,:.._s.^• `:

NjuL4 landowner(s) to
property and cGnduet the .€olloMngs

• Propein, survey
Cultural resources scinr+^+y
Natural resourcesssmey

Geatechnie.al testing°

^. .

Determine value of property through an
independent appraisal or available mark-et data

. ..:._ .i:..
. . . ^

.^..^., . '.t ,.. ^t
-.-^^, • _ . _• ,^

Present offer- letter and appraisaUctfmpen$atir ►n
summary to landowner along with a copy of the

state's Landowner Bill of Rights

Negotlk3.tf with 1£L#1(IdC1mlfr

^L.YiN

LGR.A TSC pays landowner ^md f^r^ ^• ^";;^; (,CRA TSC initiates emirseni
enters mto casement agreement

.^.4^4r4., '4" *^tr: ^` y
r 1`^ *.,

1. Staff obtains approval fi-om LCIZA TSC Board of I7iT ecjn^s to
^gin emir^ei^t domain ^.^rncediues, ^ .

^. Three local landowners are appointed by the jurssdictiniia! tourt
to be `•Spedal Comrr+issinners."

3. A hearing takes place and the Special Commissioners d^t^erta^rt^e
the compensation due to the iando,,smer,

4. Special Com' mission ers'award may be appealed to aJ^3r^;^ial,
, -
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Typical Right-of-Way Maintenance

- To ensure reliable and saft operFttion of -transmission lints, Lt;R,A'1'SC, like A
tttilitics, is required to I6613mv veTCtWitic)n clearing requirements est-Nzshed by

t,ht North Ameri(,'an €^le4fric Rcfi,rbility:orpc^ra41o^J7 ,I* i--;Iti(;),

- The N"Itional I:lectricKil siifet^' Code (NI SC,;, estt7bli;hes matld.3ton^ clearances
t(?1v maintained around tt"m7smqss]on fiM'S.

Electricity can arc or "i3ieshover" lraartt wires to rieArby trees before actual

contact is made, causing electric current to flow through the tree to the
ground,

^•;^tTM^ '

"^ Z-t'cti ^il;cj ^?Q ]Jla l^^} J^^ r^1 C'hi ^(?ili llli]^ ^7(}54`^'.l ^It^^ S^ l3t C^lIlS^ 4^ J 1'}^l'

Trees and branches can in4erl-Cre with access to tritnsrnission 11rie'; and
^trrr^.l^:Jr^is.

•Ve€;etation i.5 cleared and regdarly maintained within the e.asmrnt vriddi

^,,yss<^+<i ^^E?1 Iv 100 t^,'ctfo I kltCcI'

344



CIEC Substation Des ign
^

How big are substations?

CTEC^ will own the new ^lumentha1
substation which will be
approximately three acres insize. , ,._ ^^-

- , . ^.

,_2 },
.^.f•-^.^,.-^-a.^w^ ^.^.t

^^ . .. . . . ^ . .

3.

.. .^ S . .. .. .

w - _

^ . S- -- ^ I • ^^' ^.( ^ ^ ^

. f - _L._.
.. . .

^.
_._^ .

, ... .... ,.^.

. ..... ^ ..: .

. . , . .

:.. .. . .t; . f _.
. . .

T A q
`yiI f M _

^ . _ . . . . . , . . . .... - W.

^.

14

Where Will It Be Located?

The new substation will be located generally in the area Of the fflumentha#
community, approximately 10 miles ^^^^^ of Fr^^^^icksbuT9. The exact a^#
location will be determined after the Public Utility Commission approves
4 route for the L^RATSC transmission line, ^v^icb is associated Nvitli the
Substation project.

8 ^c..s :.:.,^^^" ,:. . . . . . . . . . . ..



How Bi9 Are Tap ^oM^S.,

LCRA. TSC will mm the new

B1.u menthal. Tap PoPoint which -vvi1.he

approximately three acres in size.

• ^1.. ^;^,.; ^ ^^' a:.x:,' '

.. ;
^' ^^ ^ 3•^^^k e '^ 5 V^ _

.. ^ •:'^ ,
RA ^^ t a<y > Aa} ^ ^ ^

,,,^̂̂ ^^^^R^^^ •^t -̂'^ ` s:^ ^ '^ tF ^s ^ ^ ^ : r t" a
A^ } Y tK

, ^.•. . - .. _ .. _
^ _ _ - - .. .

_ ^4.^ . ;^^ ^^^t'^*t1 ^ z m^. ,•+ 3 ^'di .b ,

, . h ^^•a ^'r• ^i > n Lt k.^> ; ^

Where ^im"It Be Located?

The tap point will be located along or verlr near 1^^^A TSC's existing

Kendall-to-Mountain Top 138 kVtransmissionline (T-,342). ^^.

Several alt+ema:tive tap point locations are being considered. The tal.^2.. . . .. ^ .
. .. .^

,point ocation will depend on the route approved bythe Public
^.^

Utility Commission,}:.. .

A
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