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With initial funding and long-term support from the City of Austin and LCRA, we began teaching

students to collect and track water-quality data. Students also learned leadership skills and were

encouraged to stay in school.

L e e

Today, our core program remains the same, and we now serve about 115 students per year from

10 high schools in the Austin Independent School District. Our success rate speaks for itself: The
high school graduation rate of our River Watch Seniors is nearly 100% ﬁ

In the early days, Austin Youth River Watch's first Program Director was Dani Apodaca, and
Dani's creativity and energy were essential in creating and building our core program.
{Remember, this combination of drop-out prevention and long-term environmental stewardship
had never been tried before!) In 1999, after establishing a sustainable and well-respected
program at Austin Youth River Watch, Dani joined the staff at LCRA; today, he is our primary
liaison with LCRA, through their Colorado River Watch Network. (Learn more about CRWN here )

After Dani left, the next Program Director at Austin Youth River Watch was a young woman who
had been one of Dani's earliest students, Elisabeth Welsh. Elisabeth remains the Program Director
to this day, and she has overseen the growth of the organization, adding a Program Coordinator
in 2008 and then helping the Board to hire the organization’s first paid Executive Director in
2010. {nearn about our staff hera.)
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Austin Youth River Watch
added 2 new photos.
September 22 at 7.07pm

First day of #servicelearning project at
Turkey Creek Trail with #mccallum
) #riverwalchers . assessing the tand
| with the City of Austin Witdiands
Conservation Biologists Stay tuned for
I updates this week
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Sponsors & Partners

‘o ~ of Austin

igan in 1992, Austin Youth River Watch was designed as a joint venture of LCRA and
* Austin. Ever since, our primary sources of financial support have been Austin Water
i ‘the City's Watershed Protection Department. These competitive contracts have

_to achieve nearly 20 years of success. But our partnership doesn’t end there: River

dlarly partners with scientists and educators from the City on spill detection, teacher
sublic presentations, and more.

L Share yyater Utility s Site >>

i 0 i atersned Protection Department's Ske »»

841 . slorado River Authority's Colorado River Watch Network

Email

ception, LCRA has provided critical training and equipment to make our water-qualrty
print  § €fforts possible. Every River Watch student must learn and follow the rigorous
S pOtOCOIS developed by LCRA’s Colorado River Watch Network program. LCRA also
manages the water-quality data that our River Watchers collect — no small task! Our data are
integrated with other data sets statewide, and are used by local, state, and national scientists and

|

decision makers.
Visit LCRAs Site »>

Special Friends of River Watch

We are lucky to have the following friends to partner with us and support us through donations
of time, money, equipment, and more

2200 Studios;

Les Albin;

Alta Aiger;

Elise Anderson;

Kevin Anderson and the Austin Water Utility's Center for Environmental Research;
Dani and Julia Apodaca;

the Austin Community Foundation's Georgia B. Lucas and Joy Foundation Funds;
Austin Invoived;

the Barton Springs / Edwards Aquifer Conservation District;

Jon Beall;

the Philip T. Bee Charitable Trust;

Rebecca Benz;

Oliver Bemnstein;

Raj Bhattarai at the Austin Water Utility;

Jon Brandt;

BuildASign.com;
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Austin Youth River Watch
i added 2 new photos.
September 22 at 7.07pm

First day of #serviceleaming project at
Turkey Creek Trail with #mccallum
#riverwatchers ...assessing the land
with the City of Austin Wildlands
Conservation Biologists. Stay tuned for
updates this week
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Water and Wastewater History | Austin Water Utility | AustinTexas.g... http://www.austintexas.gov/department/water—and—wastewater-history
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WATER AND WASTEWATER HISTORY

For decades, Austin Water Utility has provided clean, reliable water and wastewater services to Austin residents. Many
additions and improvements have kept the system in step with technology and Austin’s growing population.

Austin’s first organized water system began in 1871 when a private company, under a franchise granted by the City, began
pumping water from the Colorado River. In 1893, the 60-foot high Austin Dam, and the subsequently formed Lake Austin, was
completed in the hopes that cheap hydroelectricity would lure business After a catastrophic failure on April 7, 1900 that led to
parts of the city being flooded and destroyed the water and power facility, the City bought out the private water company and
formed what is today the Austin Water Utility.

In 1923, Dr. E.P. Schoch, a chemical engineering professor at the University of Texas at Austin, created a simple chemical
treatment that used lime to treat river water. The Green Water Treatment Plant was built in 1925 to use this treatment method.
"Modern" water treatment had become a reality in Austin.

The City decommissioned the Green Water Treatment Plant September 2008; currently, the Davis and Ullrich Water Treatment
Plants currently serve the City, and Water Treatment Plant 4 is under construction.

The City's first wastewater treatment facility was built in 1919 using a tank to settle wastewater solids. in 1937, the tank system
was replaced by the Govalle Wastewater Treatment Plant, a revolutionary facility using a relatively new treatment process
using activated sludge( The Govalle Plant was decommissioned October 2006, Jand Austin is currently served by the Wainut
Creek and South Austin Regional wasiewater 1reatment Plants.

Share e @

Austin Water Utility is owned and operated by the City of Austin, Texas.

Get information about the upcoming 10-one elections. www.austintexas.gov/10-one

9/26/2014 1:18 PM

Docket Nos. 42857 and 42867 -368- JJJ-5
1152




Footnote #98

Docket Nos. 42857 and 42867 -369- JJJ-5
1153
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WATER AND WASTEWATER HISTORY

For decades, Austin Water Utility has provided clean, reliable water and wastewater services to Austin residents. Many
additions and improvements have kept the system in step with technology and Austin's growing population.

Austin's first organized water system began in 1871 when a private company, under a franchise granted by the City, began
pumping water from the Colorado River. In 1893, the 80-foot high Austin Dam, and the subsequently formed Lake Austin, was
completed in the hopes that cheap hydroelectricity would lure business. After a catastrophic failure on April 7, 1900 that led to
parts of the city being flooded and destroyed the water and power facility, the City bought out the private water company and
formed what is today the Austin Water Utility.

in 1923, Dr. E P. Schoch, a chemical engineering professor at the University of Texas at Austin, created a simple chemical
treatment that used lime to treat river water. The Green Water Treatment Plant was built in 1925 to use this treatment method

"Modern" water treatment had become a reality in Austin.

The City decommissioned the Green Water Treatment Plant September 2008; currently, the Davis and Uilnch Water Treatment
Plants currently serve the City, and Water Treatment Plant 4 is under construction.

The City's first wastewater treatment facility was built in 1919 using a tank to settle wastewater solids. In 1937, the tank system

was replaced by the Govalle Wastewater Treatment Plant, a revoluti cility using a relatively new treatment process
using activated sludge@alle ant was decommissioned October 2006, nd Austin is currently served by the Wainut

Creek and South Austin Regional Wastewater Treatment Plants.

Share & &

Austin Water Utility is owned and operated by the City of Austin, Texas.

Get information about the upcoming 10-one elections: www.austintexas.gov/10-one

10/13/2014 8:56 PM
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