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Notes to Basic Financial Statements City of Austin, Texas
September 30, 2013 (Continued)

1- SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, continued
e -- Financial Statement Elements, continued

The balances of restricted assets in the enterprise funds are as follows (in thousands)
Total

Austin Austin Nonmajor Restricted
Energy Water Utility Airport Enterprise Assets

Capital projects $ 59,177 99,757 142,546 27,718 329,198
Customer and escrow deposits 23,551 7,299 462 3,193 34,505
Debt service 66,945 85,612 19,514 13,627 185,698
Environmental and landfill -- -- -- 4,638 4,638
Federal grants 6,089 -- 513 349 6,951
Operating reserve account -- -- 10,841 9,378 20,219
Passenger facility charge account -- -- 42,848 -- 42,848
Plant decommissioning 203,323 -- -- -- 203,323
Renewal and replacement account 64 -- 10,000 1,084 11,148
Revenue bond reserve 9,979 58,422 -- 13,304 81,705
Strategic reserve 105,996 - -- -- 105,996

$ 475,124 251,090 226,724 73,291 1,026,229

Capital assets -- Capital assets, which primarily include land and improvements, buildings and improvements, plant and
equipment, vehicles, water rights, and infrastructure assets, are reported in the proprietary funds and the applicable
governmental or business-type activity columns of the government-wide statement of net position; related depreciation or
amortization is allocated to programs in the statement of activities. Capital assets are defined as assets with an initial
individual cost of $5,000 or more and an estimated useful life of greater than one year. Assets purchased, internally
generated, or constructed are capitalized at historical cost. Contributed or annexed capital assets are recorded at estimated
fair value at the time received. Capital outlay is recorded as an expenditure in the General Fund and other governmental
funds and as an asset in the government-wide financial statements and proprietary funds. Maintenance and repairs are
charged to operations as incurred. Improvements and betterments that extend the useful lives of capital assets or increase
their value are capitalized in the government-wide and proprietary statement of net position and expended in governmental
funds.

The City obtains public domain capital assets (infrastructure) through capital improvement projects (CIP) construction or
through annexation or developer contribution. Infrastructure assets include streets and roads, bridges, pedestrian facilities,
drainage systems, and traffic signal systems acquired after September 30, 1980.

Interest is not capitalized on governmental capital assets. Enterprise funds, with the exception of the Austin Energy and
Austin Water Utility, capitalize interest paid on long-term debt when it can be attributed to a specific project and when it
materially exceeds the interest revenue generated by the bond proceeds issued to fund the project. Interest is not capitalized
on Austin Energy and Austin Water Utility assets in accordance with accounting for regulated operations.

Capital assets are depreciated or amortized using the straight-line method over the following estimated useful lives (in years):

Business-type Activities
Governmental Austin Austin Nonmajor

Assets Activities (1) Energy Water Utility Airport Enterprise
Buildings 5-40 - 15-50 15-40 12-40
Plant and equipment 5-50 -- 5-60 4-50 5-40
Vehicles 3-20 3-15 3-20 3-20 3-30
Electric plant -- 3-50 -- -- --
Non-electric plant -- 3-30 -- -- --
Communication equipment 7-15 -- 7 7 7
Furniture and fixtures 12 - 12 12 12
Computers and EDP equipment 3-7 - 3-7 3-7 3-7
Water rights -- -- 101 -- --
Infrastructure

Streets and roads 30 -- -- -- --
Bridges 50 -- -- -- --
Drainage systems 50 -- -- -- --
Pedestrian facilities 20 -- -- --
Traffic signals 25 -- -- -- --

(1) Includes internal service funds
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Notes to Basic Financial Statements City of Austin, Texas

September 30, 2013 (Continued)

1- SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, continued
e -- Financial Statement Elements, continued

Depreciation of assets is classified by functional component. The City considers land, arts and treasures, and library
collections to be inexhaustible; therefore, these assets are reported as nondepreciable. The true value of arts and treasures is
expected to be maintained over time and, thus, is not depreciated The initial investment of library collections for each library

is capitalized. All subsequent expenditures related to the maintenance of the collection (replacement of individual items) are
expensed, with the overall value of the collection being maintained, and therefore, not depreciated.

In the government-wide and proprietary fund statements, the City recognizes a gain or loss on the disposal of assets when it
retires or otherwise disposes of capital assets.

Water rights represent the amortized cost of a $100 million contract, net of accumulated amortization, of $13.8 million,
between the City and the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) for a fifty-one year assured water supply agreement, with an
option to extend another fifty years. The City and the LCRA entered into the contract in 1999. The asset amortization period

is 101.25 years

Deferred Expenses or Credits -- In accordance with accounting for regulated operations, certain utility expenses that do not
currently require funding are deferred to future periods in which they are intended to be recovered by rates. Likewise, certain
credits to income are deferred to periods in which they are matched with related costs. These expenses or credits include
changes in fair value of investments, contributions, and debt issuance costs, pension, other post-employment benefits,

interest, decommission, fuel recovery, etc. Deferred expenses will be recovered in these future periods by setting rates
sufficient to provide funds for the requirements. If deferred expenses are not recoverable in future rates, the deferred
expenses will be subject to write off. Retail deregulation of electric rates in the future may affect the City's current accounting
treatment of its electric utility revenues, expenses, and deferred amounts.

Deferred ( Inflows) Outflows of Resources -- Derivative instruments are reported in the statement of net position at fair

value. Changes in fair value of hedging derivative instruments are recognized through the application of hedge accounting as
either deferred inflows or outflows in the statement of net position, as an offset to the related hedging derivative instrument.

Deferred inflows are recognized for the resources related to the service concession arrangements that will be recognized as
revenue in future years over the terms of arrangements between the City and the operators.

Compensated Absences -- The amounts owed to employees for unpaid vacation, exception vacation, and sick leave
liabilities, including the City's share of employment-related taxes, are reported on the accrual basis of accounting in the
applicable governmental or business-type activity columns of the government-wide statements and in the proprietary activities

of the fund financial statements. The liabilities and expenditures are reported on the modified accrual basis in the
governmental fund financial statements; the estimated liability for governmental funds is the amount of vacation, exception
vacation, and sick leave at termination payable within 60 days of fiscal year-end.

Accumulated leave payouts are limited to the lower of actual accumulated hours or the hours listed below:

Non-Civil Civil Civil

Work- Service Service Service

week Employees (1) Police (2) Are (3)

Vacation 0-40 240 240 240

42 270 N/A N/A

48 309 N/A N/A

53 N/A N/A 360

Exception vacation (4) 0-40 160 160 176

42 160 N/A N/A

48 160 N/A N/A

53 N/A N/A 264

Sick leave 0-40 720 1,400 720

42 756 N/A N/A

48 926 N/A N/A

53 N/A N/A 1,080

(1) Non-civil service employees are eligible for accumulated sick leave payout if hired before October 1, 1986.
(2) Civil service police employees with 10 years of actual service are eligible for accumulated sick leave payout.

As of January 1, 2011, officers may be eligible to receive up to 1,700 hours of sick leave if certain criteria are met.
(3) Civil service fire employees are eligible for accumulated sick leave payout regardless of hire date.
(4) Exception vacation hours are hours accumulated by an employee when the employee works on a City holiday.
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