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JD Kidwell
Kim Paxson
P.O. Box 282
Junction, Texas 76849
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Dear Mr. Kidwell and Ms. Paxson:

Thank you for your recent letter on the LCRA CREZ transmission project. Because much the renewable
energy transmission effort involves a contested case, I will file your letter in Docket No. 37049 along
with my response.

I understand your concern about the siting of the transmission lines by LCRA. LCRA has not yet filed its
application with the Public Utility Commission, and LCRA is responsible for setting the study area and
developing the proposed transmission lines. However, once the application is filed at the Commission,
there are several factors that the Commission will take into account when making its decision on the
route. The Commission's determination of which route to use when granting a CCN is governed by both
statute and PUCT rules. While LCRA will recommend a preferred route and alternative routes, the
Commission may also examine alternative routes proposed by other parties.

The Public Utility Regulatory Act (PURA Section 37.056) sets out the criteria used by the Commission in
deciding to grant the CCN, and with it the ultimate location of the transmission route. Those factors
include, among other things, community values, recreational and park areas, historical and aesthetic
values, environmental integrity, and the effect of granting the CNN on the state's ability to meet its
renewable energy goals. Commission rules also list routing criteria, such as whether the proposed routes
utilize or parallel existing compatible rights-of-way, whether the routes parallel property lines or other
natural or cultural features, and whether the routes conform to the policy of prudent avoidance.

The siting of high capacity transmission lines is of critical importance to our state, as the reliability of the
transmission system ensures that the lights always stay on. Also, our state has made a commitment to
renewable energy and most of that must be transported from West Texas and the Panhandle to the 1-35
corridor and beyond. However, the process can be difficult and emotional for landowners. Therefore, it
very important that we follow the criteria listed in both statute and Commission rules. When the LCRA
files its application, the Commission will take all these factors into account when making its decision on
the route and design of the transmission line.

Sincerely

^
Barry . Smitherman
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HACIENDA CALA DE CABRA
190 MERRITT RANCH ROAD

HARPER, TEXAS 78631
JULY 12, 2009

BARRY SMITHERMAN, CHAIRMAN
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS
P. O. BOX 13326
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

REFERENCE PUC CONTROL NUMBER 37049

DEAR MR. SMITHERMAN:
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I AM WRITING TO ASK THAT YOU, THE PUC AND LCRA EXPAND
THE STUDY AREA FOR THE PROPOSED MCCAMEY D STATION TO
WESTWIND STATION AND ADOPT AN ALTERNATE ROUTE FOR
THE PROPOSED 345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE WHICH WOULD
THEN PARALLEL AN ALREADY EXISTING 138 KV TRANSMISSION
LINE THROUGH MENARD, MASON AND GILLESPIE COUNTIES.

MY HUSBAND AND I LIVE ON OUR FAMILY RANCE WHICH LIES
ON ROUTE B32 OF THE PROPOSED MCCAMEY D TO WESTWIND
TO KENDALL 345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE IN KIMBLE COUNTY.
THIS LINE, AS DO MANY OF THE PROPOSED LINES WITHIN THE
MCCAMEY D TO WESTWIND TO KENDALL STUDY AREA,
NEGATIVELY IMPACTS THE PRISTINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE
HILL COUNTRY OF TEXAS. NO UTILIZATION OF, OR
PARALLELING OF EXISTING RIGHT-OF-WAYS, OR PARALLELING
PROPERTY LINES IS EVIDENT. NO REGARD FOR RIPARIAN
AREAS OR AIRPORT SAFETY IS APPARENT. IN FACT, THE
MAGNITUDE OF THESE HUGE LINES/ LATTICE TOWERS
HAPHAZARDLY CROSSING THIS AREA WILL DEVASTATE
KIMBLE COUNTY ECONOMICALLY, ENVIRONMENTALLY,
AESTHETICALLY-FOREVER.

WE URGE YOU PLEASE TO CONSIDER EXPANDING THE
PRESENTLY IDENTIFIED STUDY AREA FOR THE PROPOSED
MCCAMEY D TO WESTWIND STATION AND ADOPTING A
PROPOSED ALTERNATE ROUTE FOLLOWING, UTILIZING
AND/OR PARALLELING THE EXISTING 138 KV LINES
TRAVELING THROUGH MENARD, MASON AND GILLESPIE
COUNTIES. (IDENTIFIED IN ATTACHMENT)
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WE ALSO RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT ANYWHERE IN
THE HILL COUNTRY A TRANSMISSION LINE RUNS, YOU
REQUIRE THE USE OF MONOPOLES OR BURRIED LINES.

BECAUSE OF THE MANDATED TIME RESTRAINTS FROM OUR
LEGISLATURE, WE APPRECIATE THAT YOU MUST MAKE THE
DECISION TO EXPAND THIS STUDY AREA IMMEDIATELY IN
ORDER TO MEET YOUR DEADLINES. WE APPRECIATE THAT THIS
WILL CERTAINLY INCREASE YOUR AND LCRA'S WORK-LOADS
FOR AWHILE. WE APPRECIATE THAT YOU, THE PUC AND LCRA
CERTAINLY WANT TO PROVIDE THE BEST, CHEAPEST POWER
FOR TEXANS, BUT IN DOING SO, THAT YOU DO NOT WANT TO
DESTROY THE BEAUTY AND QUALITY OF LIFE HERE THAT SO
MANY TEXANS ENJOY AS A PLACE OF RESPITE, A PLACE OF
CONNECTION TO NATURE AND AS A PLACE WHERE THEY CAN
FEEL THE VERY PRESENCE OF GOD!

WE BEG YOU TO MAKE THE DECISION TO EXPAND THE STUDY
AREA IMMEDIATELY BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE TO DO SO AND
THEN TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED ALTERNATE ROUTE WHICH
WILL FOLLOW ALREADY ESTABLISHED RIGHT-OF-WAYS, SCAR
ALREADY SCARRED LAND, AND NOT BLEMISH ONE OF THE
MOST BEAUTIFUL RECREATIONAL AREAS OF TEXAS WITH
HUGE LATTICE TOWERS.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION OF THESE
REQUESTS.

SINCERELY,

JAN AND EARL MERRITT
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