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FORT
MCKAVETT

Standing atop a windswept remote bill, the weathered
remains of an old frontier fort beckon curious visitors to
the site General Sherman once described as the prettiest
post in Texas. Established in 1852, Fort McKavett housed
various infantry and cavalry units, including companies
from the four regiments of Buffalo Soldiers - African
American troops who played an important role in the
settlement of the Texas frontier. Today, 19 surviving
historic structures remind visitors what it took for travelers
to pass through safelp. Walk the parade grounds that once
echoed with bugle calls and barked commands while
viewing spectacular Hill Country vistas.

FM 864, Fort McKavett, TX 76841
325/396-2358

^^yaqiyer

Fort MCIa^FW McKWW

From Menard, travel west for 17 miles then \ 7k'
head 6 miles south on FM 864. l/-\

0

TEXAS

HISTORICAL

COMMISSION

f5e swe,fda,icy fereAUmis lmsare&Vow

E0. BOX 12276 • AUSTIN, T%78711-2276 TEXAS dEAITAYE THILt PIHMII
PHONE 5111463-6100 • FAX 512/463-6374

www.thc.state.tx.us
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Fort. McKavett State Historic Site

Fort McKavett State Historic Site

Originally called Camp San Saba because it overlooks the headwaters of

the San Saba River Valley, Fort McKavett State Historic Site was

established by five companies of the Eighth Infantry in March 1852 to

protect frontier settlers and travelers on Upper El Paso Road.

The camp was later renamed for Capt. Henry McKavett, Idtled at the battle

of Monterey on Sept. 21, 1846. The fort was abandoned in March 1859

and reoccupied in April 1868. By 1880, the fort was no longer needed and

it was again abandoned on June 30, 1883. Gen. William T. Sherman once

called Fort McKavett the prettiest post in Texas."

Want to Know More About Fort McKavett?

-uide (pdf)Fort McKavett interpretive 0

FQrt McKe.vett Rgtck Card (pdf)

Upcoming Events

Star Party (odf1, March 21

West Texas Heritaae Days todf), March 27-28

Open

Daily, 8 am.-3 p.m.

Fees

Adults: $3

Seniors (65+):$2

12 and under: free

School tour rates vary; contact the site for more information.

Volunteers

For more information on volunteer opportunities at Fort McKavett contact the site or visit The Friends of

Fo^MgKavett State Historical Site.

Contact Us:

Email

FM 864

Fort McKavett, TX 76841

325/396-2358

Directions and Map

From Menard, travel US Hwy 190 west for 17 miles, then turn south on FM 864 for six miles to the park.

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs mckavett.aspx?Site=McKavett

Page 1 of 2
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Fort McKavett State Historic Site

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs mckavett.aspx?Site=McKavett
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POWELL- SIX MILE RANCH

FIRST SUPPLEMENT TO
LAND USE CONSTRAINTS AND FEATURES

LCRA SEGMENT B-16
(McCamey D to Westwind)

June 16, 2009

The following Land Use Constraints and Features should be added to the original List of Land Use

Constraints and Features for the Powell - Six Mile Ranch presented to LCRA on May 28, 2009:

1. Historical and Archeological Sites on Six Mile Ranch. As mentioned in the original List, many

arrowheads and other prehistoric artifacts have been found in and around the Six Mile Draw

area. Several Indian mounds have also been located on the ranch (though the ones located are

grown over with vegetation), and in the close vicinity of segment b16 there is an area on the 6

Mile Ranch with petroglyphs on them. In addition, there are two sets of caves on the Six Mile

Ranch. For the protection of these sites, the family would prefer not to specifically identify their

location on the Six Mile Ranch. Please see the attached photograph of prehistoric artifacts

found just on the afternoon of Sunday, June 14, 2009.

2. Additional Habitable Structure ( Hunting House) on Six Mile Ranch. As mentioned in the

original List, one of the hunting houses is a wooden cabin-type housing structure. Not

mentioned, but shown in the photograph of the wooden cabin-type house (Exhibit S to the

original List), is a smaller nearby house and storage shed, which is also used to sleep hunters

when the cabin house is full.

3. Additional Caliche/Gravel Pit on Six Mile Ranch. In addition to the two caliche/gravel pit

areas discussed in the original List, a third active caliche/gravel pit area lies within

approximately 3,300 feet of segment b16. The third pit area is in the southwestern corner

of the Black Pasture, which is in the southeastern corner of the Six Mile Ranch, the same

pasture through which segment b16 cuts through and exits the ranch to the southeast.

4. Nearby Private Cemetery. There is a private cemetery called the "Col. Black Cemetery" which

lies within approximately 3,600 feet of segment b16 (see attached image), which is not on Six

Mile Ranch but is nearby on an adjoining ranch. The cemetery was named after Col. Black, the

founder of the ranching operations in the area who at one time operated a mutton canning

facility (see image of canning labels) in the immediate vicinity of the cemetery. For location

purposes, see the attached labeled aerial photograph.

5. Bolin Ranch. The JP Family Limited Partnership also leases the nearby Bolin Ranch to the

southeast of the Six Mile Ranch, which would be bisected by segment b16. The JP Family

Limited Partnership leases the land from Mr. Perry Bolin for livestock, farming, and hunting

purposes. An irrigated crop field would be directly crossed by a segment b16 transmission line,

and a segment b16 line would come within approximately 475 feet from the home of the

foreman and his family, as well as the adjoining barns, pens and other habitable structures. A

labeled aerial photograph is attached. Like the other ranch employees, the foreman relies

heavily on the family's ranch radio communications, which was mentioned in the original List.
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