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trade. Some exotic breeds are finishing in
the 1,600 pound range and those are too
large.”

However, Powell added, those larger
carcasses are being marketed to the
Japanese who require more fat and
greater marbling.

Y would guess that in time the Japanese
will begin looking at the cholesterol issue
in the future and demand there will also
drift toward leaner carcasses,” he said.

Powell said the beef industry is develop-
ing an export program that this year “has
added a couple of dollars per hun-
dredweight”’ to feeder calf prices.

“‘Cattle prices are now close to parity
and that is an economic condition which is
necessary If the cattle industry is to be a
viable industry in'this nation,” he said. “T
would not believe the price of beef would
decline into figures much lower than they
are now because of strong dernand, low
numbers and strength of producers,
feeders and packers in the industry today.
I foresee six to eight years of good to stable
prices in the beef market while cow herds
are being re-built. Ranchers will keep
their replacement heifers, also reducing
the available supply in the market, enhan-
cing the ultimate price of the feeder
animal.”

Agriclutural financing also concerns
Powell. Commercial banks (holding com-
pany banks, in particular) are moving
away from agriculture, he said, due to the
lack of “‘experience lending officers and
onerous regulations,”

“Regulations are demanding almost
solely a cash flow requirernent rather than
adequate equity and character of the bor-
rower before a Ioan can be made,” Powell
said. “Those regulations have permeated
every end, including PCAs, Federal Land
Banks and insurance companys so that if
you're unable to achieve an adequate cash
flow in any period, your loan becomes
severely criticized. This process has
limited credit to a great host of young peo-
ple who would like to go into agriculture
and has limited the expansion of eurrently
profitable operations, Those conditions
bave limited the number of buyers and
buyers’ ability and in the final analysis
reduced value of land.”

Survivors in agriculture, Powell
believes, will be those agricnlture enter-
prises that have the ability to diversify
within agriculture.

“Current income tax laws that imple-
ment the passive income features effee-
tively eliminate diversification by
agricultural enterprises into other types of

FRORY -

Jimmy and Nancy Powell at their ranch near Fort
McKavett, Texas,

non-agricultural business,” he said.
“That's an aberration of free enterprise
and the free market concept and it will
hurt the future of capital development in
this country. The small producer who is
operating on & minimum economical unit
today will witness a need to enlarge his
operation to generate an increased cash
flow to bear the cost of these future
onerous regulations. The only part in the
economic system that could change that
would be for ag commodities to achieve a
higher price plateau and maintain it. An
increase of 30 percent in cornmodity prices
would need to be realized.”

Powell said agricultural producers dif-

fer from manufactiirers in the sense that
manufacturers can cover their costs by in-
creasing costs to the consumer but in
agriculture, “producers are price-takers
and have little ability to become price set-
tm. ” N

The Powell family is involved in
numerous ranching operations in West
Texas and, besides raising finewool sheep,
Powell maintains herds of commercial
and registered Herefords. Powell also has
a herd of Angus cows in Nebraska and an
interest in Wishbone Herefords.

Powell continues to use the same
Hereford bloodlines used by his father,
Virgil Powell, who died in 1988, Virgil
Powell began raising registered Hereford
cattle in 1955,

Powell and his wife Nancy reside on
their ranch betweén Eldorado and
Menard, The couple has two daughters,
Victoria and Lorrie. Powell’s mother,
Johnnie Deli, resides in San Angele.0)
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to suppress fire, overgraze rangeland and disrupt an ecosystem that had
developed over millennia.

ironicalty, Texans built those reservoirs without realizing that a fundamentat
ecological shift had reached its zenith during the 1950s drought - a shift
that made the very reservoirs built to deal with water shortages less able to
do so. During the first half of the 20th century, the process of converting
grass-covered savannas to brush-covered rangeland peaked. Seventy-five
million acres, or about 80 percent, of Texas rangeland had been invaded by
noxious brush (juniper, mesquite, prickly pear, salt cedar) and weeds. Land
that had, when covered with grass, absorbed 80 to 90 percent of rainfall was
now robbed of 75 to 80 percent by trees and brush. Springs and streams
ceased to flow, and thirsty reservoirs failed to receive the expected runoff,

We used the land hard because we could get away with it without having to
make too many inconvenient sacrifices. We still can - at least for now, as
long as it rains when and where we need it to. The summers of 2005 and
2006 were the latest examples of dodging the bullet. As lakes in even
normally wet East Texas ebbed, Texans began to face the unpleasant fact
that they might have to change their wasteful ways. Texas faced a serious
water crisis.

And then it rained.

And rained, and rained.

Lakes that had been empty filled. Some overflowed.

And we went back to using water like it would never run out.

The United States Department of Agriculture Natura! Resources Conservation
Service estimates that brush in Texas uses about 10 million acre-feet of
water annually. In comparison, total human use in the state amounts to
about 15 million acre-feet. The obvious answer to the state's water supply
problems, at least in part, is to transfer water use from brush to people, but
that is no simple task.

Somewhere around 95 percent of the land in Texas is privately owned.
Solving the problem of public water supply inevitably means working with
private landowners, if for no other reason than the fact that most rain falis
on land privately rather than publicly owned.

Brush control is not the answer to everyone's water problem, but for some
people it is the only answer. Mort Mertz and his son Michael ranch around
San Angelo in the Concho River watershed on land that has been in the
family for three generations. Mort saw brush invade their land, and he's now
seeing the results of removing that brush. "Brush became a problem after
World War II,” he says. “After we started clearing brush, creeks started
running that had not flowed in the last 25 years.”

"If you don't have something sucking water out of the soil, where can it go
except into the water tabte?" asks Michael Mertz., “We want to improve our
property, and at the same time we are benefiting wildlife habitat. | don't
mind spending the maney if my land grows more forage and has water.
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Brush removal helps increase the water supply for people in cities, and that's
a major plus.”

Jimmy and Nancy Powell atso ranch near San Angelo, and like the Mertzes
they see brush removal as benefiting not only their land but also thousands
of people who will never set foot on the place. Powell laces his conversation
with factoids that convince listeners he's studied the problem from every
angle. "I've calculated that with 18 inches of rainfall, and all the land in the
Concho watershed in grasses, that would produce enough water to fill an
11,000-acre lake 60 feet deep every year - and that's enough to meet the
water needs of San Angelo,” he says.

"There is no immediate payback for brush control,” Powell adds. “In 10 to 12
years you will, if you maintain the land properly and keep the brush off,
have an immense return. But you have to maintain an investment program
and have good grazing rotation to keep the grasses.”

Powell sees brush control in a historical context. "We have a different set of
problems than early settlers had," he points out. "They had to tame a wild
country. Our problem is to deal with the changes to the landscape that
followed settlement, such as overgrazing and brush encroachment. It is our
obligation to find a way to solve the problem.”

On the eastem edge of the Edwards Plateau, in the Hilt Country, finding a
way to solve the problem is made more difficult by fragmentation of land
into smaller and smaller pieces. It seems that everyone wants their own
piece of the Hill Country, and with raw land prices approaching $5,000 an
acre, large tracts get chopped up and sold piecemeal. Leonard Hilliard and
his wife, Kathy, bucked that trend by buying three pieces of adjoining
property near Fredericksburg, but they are the exception.

"Everybody wants a piece of the Hill Country, and they are loving it to
death,” says Tom Hammer, who's spent 20 years in the Hill Country with
NRCS. “Fortunately, people like Hilliard want to keep the land the way it is
or improve it. They want to see the place the way it looked when the first
settlers came here."

"In the 1800s soldiers traveling across this country to Fort McKavett
described a vast grassland with scattered live oaks and running creeks, and
that's what we're trying to get back to," Powell says as he shows us Pecan
Creek, a tributary to the South Concho that now flows year-round for the
first time in a quarter-century. Monarch butterflies flit across the creek on
their way south for the winter, a wild turkey takes wing from a tree at
water's edge, and minnows dart across the concrete slab of a low-water
crossing. Without the water, none of this would happen. Without brush
removal, the water would not be here.

Idyllic as the scene is, the water is only passing through on its way to a
lake, where it will nurture a complex web of life before becoming someone's
morning cup of coffee in San Angelo. Water, indeed, is the stuff that tife is
made of. It is also the tie that binds the lives of city dwellers to the lives of

http:/ /www.tpwmagazine.com/archive/2008/feb ed_3/ Page 3 of 9
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those who tend the land.

Aldo Leopold, the father of modern conservation, wrote: "The practices we
now call conservation are, to a large extent, tocal alleviations of biotic pain.
They are necessary, but they must not be confused with cures. The art of
tand doctoring is being practiced with vigor, but the science of land health
is yet to be born.”

in the six decades since Leopold wrote those words, that science has been
born, it's being practiced in Texas, and the next drought, when it comes,
will be less severe, at least for some, because of it.

Working with ranchers are a host of resource and conservation specialists at
a variety of levels of government - the land health practitioners Leopold
foretold. "When we brush sculpt a place, we maintain wildlife corridors and
recharge streams and aquifers,” says C.A. Cowsert, NRCS district
conservationist in Johnson City. "When you get more grass cover, the rainfall
is filtered. You don't get as much runoff, and what does run off is good,
clear water."

Grass roots delve deep into the soil, holding it in place and providing a
pathway for water to percolate deep into the earth. Flood events become
less frequent and less severe. Equally dramatic is what happens in the
unseen underground. ‘The water level in some of our wells rose 80 feet,
even before the rains in 2007, says Todd Bannert, ranch foreman for Jimmy
Powell.

Vaden Aldridge, NRCS district conservationist in Eldorado, gets excited when
he sees native grasses coming back to a pasture after it’s been cleared. "The
seeds are there, they just need an opportunity to breathe," he says, pointing
out little bluestem, vine mesquite, Halls panicum, sideoats grama and other
grasses in one of the Mertz pastures. "It opens up a whole new world when
you take the brush off."

Educating landowners to what the possibilities are is a big job of the modern
conservation scientist - some things have not changed since Aldo Leopotd's
day. "The daily chaltenge for us is, ranchers say, It's green out there, I'm
going to buy some more cows,” says George Clendenin, NRCS conservationist
in 5an Angelo. "We really need to educate them so the next time it's green,
they can make an informed decision. They need to have a grazing plan and
stock conservatively to prepare for the next drought.

"By making healthy upland areas, you are also making healthy riparian
areas,” Clendenin continues. "In the past we did not put a lot of emphasis on
riparian areas, but now we understand their importance, and they are as big
a part of a management plan as upland areas.”

Through the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program, NRCS helps
landowners establish buffer zones. Brush is not cleared from these
streamside areas, and they must be protected from grazing for 10 to 15
years, but they can be used for recreation and hunting. “Selective brush

http:f jwww.tpwmagazine.com/archive/2008/febjed_3/ Page 4 of 9
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clearing as part of an overall plan is important. While it may be beneficial to
selectively clear upland sites, it is equally beneficial to selectively leave
brushy motts and wooded sites along creeks and draws,” Clendenin points
out.

Ryland Howard and his mother, Edith Boulware, manage the Head of the
River Ranch near Christoval, and they have established riparian buffers along
a mile and a half of the South Concho River. "It took a lot of our land out of
grazing, but our philosophy has always been to take care of the land and
preserve the springs that are there," he explains. “There is no question that
removing water-using brush results in more aquifer recharge and stronger
stream flow.”

"All these programs are totally voluntary,” points out Melony Sikes, an NRCS
program manager in San Angeto whose passion is managing riparian areas.
"Ranchers are not doing it for financial gain - they're doing it because it’s
good for the resource. The offsite benefits to the public are tremendous,
and there is nothing prettier than a pasture full of grass that comes right up
to a flowing creek.”

Calvin Hartmann, his wife, Sonja, and his sister, Sally, operate the Rosa
Ranch, a 3,000-acre jewel of a place near Johnson City. Buffalo Spring
spurts from the base of a cliff on the place, feeding Buffalo Creek, a major
tributary of the Pedernales River, part of the Colorado River system that
supplies water to Austin and other cities. Hartmann, who is retired, spends
his days pushing brush and caring for the 130 or so cows on the ranch. "My
dad had a ranch, and managing the land was something we always did,” he
says. "We tried to help the wildlife by providing more food for them. I'm
convinced that brush control helps streams flow. I've cleared 500 acres the
last three years, and Buffalo Spring is really flowing. It never stopped during
the last two dry summers.”

Tropical Storm Erin is dumping heavy rain on us as we sit on the porch of
the century-old ranch house, pounding on its tin roof. | ask Hartmann why
he works so hard to send water down the Pedernales to people who will
never know he's alive. He ponders for a bit before answering, as if
embarrassed by what he's about to say. His answer, when it comes, gives me
hope that Texas will solve its water problems: "l just love the land.”

Maybe 'm a hopeless romantic, but | really do believe that love will conquer
all - even cedar, mesquite, salt cedar and prickly pear.

Details

» Natural Resources Conservation Service (www.nres.usda.gov/)

s Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board
(www.tsswcb.state. tx.us/brushcontrol)

» Lower Colorado River Authority
{www.lcra.org/community/conservation/creekside.html)

» * Upper Colorado River Authority (www.ucratx.org/)

o Texas Water Matters Project (www.texaswatermatters.org/)
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Brush Strokes

Not atl brush is created equal, nor will clearing brush yield the same
benefits in all parts of the state. Brush removal generally yields the
greatest benefits where Ashe juniper ("cedar") is thickest, soils are
thin and underlain by porous rock and rainfall is at least 18 inches
per year. That pretty much describes much of the Edwards Plateau
and West Texas, and that's where brush control efforts in Texas are
concentrated.

In addition to using water itself - a 10-foot mesquite tree can use up
to 20 gallons per day, a salt cedar even more - brush traps much
water before it ever reaches the ground, allowing it to evaporate.
Leaf litter beneath brush keeps more water from entering the soil.
Cedar traps an average of 73 percent of the rain that falls; live oaks
46 percent; grass 14 percent. Put another way, cedar allows only 27

' percent of rainfall to be put to use, while grass makes 86 percent
available to grow plants, recharge aquifers and keep streams, springs
and faucets flowing.

A study conducted by the Upper Colorado River Authority on the

effects of brush removal on water yield of the North Concho '
watershed concluded that removing 95 percent of the brush in the
watershed would result in an additional 33,515 acre-feet of water

supply - more than the city of San Angelo uses annually.

Ranchers who clear brush can be reimbursed for up to half the cost
through various state and federal programs, and some river
authorities also offer financial aid. Costs for brush removal range
from about $90 to as high as $175 per acre, so the investment for
ranchers can be considerable and take years to recover. Their payoff
comes in reduced feeding costs and increased grazing capacity -
stocking rates can double on cleared land because it produces more
grass. Many ranchers remove only a third to half of the brush, leaving
the rest for wildlife habitat.

“Brush control is not a permanent fix,” notes Vaden Aldridge, NRCS
district conservationist in Eldorado. "It's a controt measure, not an
eradication program. You have to stay on top of it each year.” Once
brush has been cleared, periodic prescribed burns take care of most
regrowth. "Proper grazing management, {proper livestock stocking
rates with planned pasture deferments) along with continuous
retreatment are the keys for maintaining healthy rangelands and
improving groundwater and surface water resources," Aldridge says.
"Poor range management foltowing brush control can offset the work
that has been done. Improving herbaceous cover and maintaining
that cover is the key."

http:/ /waw.tpwmagazine.com/archive/2008/febjed_3/f Page 6 of 9
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Brush removal is expensive, but it is the most cost-effective way to
increase water supply. Metissa Grote, a conservation ptanner for the
Pedernales Soil and Water Conservation District, cites figures from a
study done by the Lawer Cotorado River Authority in 2000.

"The average cost to yield water by brush control in the Pedernales
watershed is $16.41 per acre-foot,” she says. "The cost per acre-foot
of constructing and operating an aquifer storage and recovery system
is $839." in most West Texas watersheds, the cost of additional water
from brush control runs from $40 to $100 per acre-foot. At the high
end of that range, that's only $0.0003 per gallon.

Benjamin Franklin said, "When the well is dry, we know the worth of
water.” The Texans who came before us built a great civilization
based on cheap and plentiful water. What happens next is up to us.

"Unlike most other states, we control our own destiny when it comes
to the future of water in Texas,” says former TPWD executive director
Robert L. Cook. “For all practical purposes, the following rivers and
their tributaries start in Texas and flow totally through Texas to
reach the Gulf of Mexico: the Devils, the Nueces, the Frio, the
Sabinal, the Guadalupe, the Blanco, the San Antonio, the Lavaca, the
Navidad, the Concho, the San Saba, the Llano, the Colorado, the
Brazos, the Trinity, the Sulphur, the Neches and the Sabine. These
are our rivers - the lifeblood of Texas - our water supply. If they get
messed up or abused, it is our own fault. If they are well-managed
and conserved, and if they continue to supply our vast state with an
abundance of fresh, clean water for centuries to come, it will be
because we made the decisions and took the actions necessary to
ensure their continued health and productivity.

3

“We cannot control when, where or how much it rains. However, we
can stop wasting water, we can protect our water supply and we can
provide for our state's future water needs if we will properly manage
the rangelands and the wildlife habitat of Texas. We can do it. Get
involved.”

back to top
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Lundgren, considered one of h "
the world's top authorities in fiber industry of the Southwest,

wool and’ mt;hair fiber resear];:l:£
gave a brief program ¢n wha 3
the USDA’s Albany laboratory|fesearch, the congressmen, Har
is doing to aid the wool and mo-
hair industry in product develop-

“We call ourselves hair-split-
ters,” Lundgren equipped. “And

He said wool and mohair fi-
bers undergo the most rigid
tests conceived by man in the Al-
bany laboratory, including such
t%stg as sound fv'i:;rationsutl:rea\t-
ed by rubbing fibers together in gl
a specially designed machine, test plots throughout West Tex-,
complete X-ray examination,
tests on absorbtion, moisture

Lundgren was developer of the
WURLAN process for wool,

,making it machine washable. Association, Charlie Scurgss.|

Research |

million yards of material per

and blends of other fabrics.
He said the company's origi-|.

recently extendad, Most of the}
major clothing manufacturersf

|
to use the Koratron process, |
i

ferences with Texas Tech textile|

men, and cotfon, wool and mo-
hair industry leaders. Confer-
ence discussions will center
around future research, develop-
ment of natural fiber fabrics

fabrics. . .
e these new fiber

great help in boosting the natural

Lundgren said. .
Prior to the discussion of fiber

deman and’ others were given a
tour of brush eradication work
being carried out on the ranch.

Powell, along with Norman
Sachnik, president of the Ranch
Engineering and Development
Corp. of San-Angelo, explained
the use of the company’s new
chemical herbicide, and showed|
visitors results achieved on the
ranch during the last two years
of tests. The company alsé has

as and on the South Plains,
Among the special guests for
the meeting were members of
the hoard of directors of El Do-
rado Woolens, Inc., officials of
the Texas Sheep & Goat Raisers

editor of the Progressive Farm-|
er Magazine, Scott Poage, hroth-|
er of the congressman and Cen-|
tral Texas ranchman, Houston
Harte of San Angelo, chairman
of the hoard of Harte-Hanks
Newspapers, and Fred Comn,:
publisher of the San Angelo|:
Standard-Times. :
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. Brush control ig getting increasingat-
-tention In this area of the state; as well
it might. To that end, the visit of Texas
iLand Commissioner John C. White to a
ssuceessful West Texas brush control op-
“eration is welcome indeed. o
& Commissioner White toured the ranch
~of James L. Powell east of Eldorado
+Thursday, and announced he was pleased
Swith the brush eradication results he ob-
,served. The Powell ranch has been noted
.-as a model in this fleld, utilizing one of
~the most modern brush conirol tech-
< niques..”
A member of the commissioner’s par-

ty, Di. R. E, Patterson, dean of the Tex- -

"as A&M agriculture deparfment, noted

the difficulties and expense of brush

" eradication and control. “A Iot of people
. are watching thls operation from the
- eradication and cost factors,” Dr.’ Pat-
: terson sald, “If could mean a lot to the
- people of Texas.” .

« ‘That it could, should the methods em-
> ployed by Powell and others be utilized
;on the grand scale necssary to reclaim
sthe West Téxas landscape. But such a
T task won’t be easy, nor will it end with
; eradication. Proper range management
. must follow. L P

3 All of this will require 5 great deal of
- money, for even the cheapest proven
= methods of brush eradication are costly,
: The ranchman or farmer, of course, can
. expect o receive increased yields from

?Br'sh" Cnt"ol Cl'd .
:Remake West Texas

' caxé@

' Y
acreage so treated and prpp,_erki‘\,v,r
for, But the entire economy"bb'.ti‘df.‘le-

gion would benefit, too, from a tryly mag-
. sive program of brush eradication.-. *.

This is nowhere more dramatically ap-
parent than in the field of water con-
servation. West Texas brush is a water
hog; the lack of significant. runoff from
recent rains offers discouraging proof. of
that fact, s

Were West Texas brush to be elimi-
nated, and then not allowed to returm,
the benefits to our precious water sup-
ply would be enormous. It is estimated
that fully 60 per cent of rainwater fal-

ing on Texas is consumed by useless

brush and other noxious plants, If only a
fraction of this could
inte runoff for storage in the system of
reservoirs already existing, the.economic
and recreational benefits could” bring
about a new day for the entire region.

1t is clear that unless research yields
spectacular advances, meeting the cost
of brush' control and its aftermath will
present a terrific and perhaps insur-
mountable obstacle, But the potential is
50 great that no effort should be spared
to find new and cheaper methods — and
perhaps some new program whereby
West Texas can receive assistance in
combhating this problem. Maney spent in
such a cause would pay assured divi-
dends, not only to the farmer and ranch-
mar, but to the city-dweller — and to the
entire economy of the state.

transformed -

I

———— .
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-~ AT HOME, IN U.S,

By GARY COATES
$londord-Times Agricutture Editor
The United States isn’t the

only nation with a meat price
[reeze, nor is it the only nation
in which chemicals have been
banned,

Harry C. M. Douglas, North
American director of the New
Zealand Meat Producers
Board, arriving in San Angelo
Tuesday for a visit on the
Schieicher County ranch of
Jimmy Powell reported that a
meat price freeze on lamb has
been in effect in New Zealand
for several months,

“The government set over
1,404 different prices on lamb
and mutton cuts,” reported
Douglas. “If's a very com-
plicated thing,” he said.

In  seiting the freeze,
Douglas said the government
dropped prices on mutton and
lamb two cents a pound, **The
government glves the two
cenls back to the farmer,” he
continued.

As far as the chemical han
is concerned in New Zealand,
it differs slightly from that in
the Ubited States in that there
are no predators in New Zea-
land and thus so chemical tox-
icants used to control preda-
tion. However, there is a ban
on DDT and other insecticides
in New Zealaud.

Speaking of the sheep in-
dustry in New Zealand,

exas
Howard Derrick of Eldorado, left, welcomes
Harry Douglas, North American director of the
New Zealand Meat Producers Board, to West
Texas. Douglas and his wife, Phyllis, are visiting
the Jimmy Powell family in Schleicher County.

Douglas, reported that the
average “farm” Is two to
three thousand acres in size
and s stocked with approx-
imately 1,500 ewes and some
beef cattle.

“No pen feeding is done in
New Zealand and no additives
are wused,” said the meat
hoard director, “All the fat
lambs are range fod, with the
majority of them being
Hampshire-Southdown
c1rosses,” he said.

“Qur ranges have a lot of
clover on them and are
aerially fertilized each year”

According to Douglas, the
climate in New Zealand is
faitly temperate. with the
average summer temperature

g New Zealander Talks Fr

The marketing exr
reported that sheep in
Zealand are shipped by
from family farms to ap
imately 36 large pa
houses Iocated on the co

*“The meaf is then Insp
by the New Zealand De
ment of Agriculture,
United States Departmei
Agriculture  standards,
then shipped frozen pack
in primal cuts, hy boz
foreign markets,” he sai¢

“The New Zealand
Producers Board has brar
in New York, Brussells,
don, and Tokyo, from v
we promote our products

Reporting that prices o

being 70-80 degrees . “We do .
get some frost in the winter
hut very rarely does it snow at
sea level. We do get snow in
the mountains, of course,”
said Douglas.

Most of the wnol in New
Zealand is sold at anction with
no subsidy from the govern-
ment, “Most of our wool is of
the medium wool type, with
mest of it going into carpet |
production,”” he reported.

The visiting New Zealander
reported that, as in Texas, |
farmers in New Zealand are .
short on lahor and shearing -
crews. ) '

“Blost of our farms are
faniily run,” he reported.

=gt £
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West Texas Brush

Uy e for the Inais in one
of  the most ntensive,
arvfullv-controiled programs
wer  exveuted o imprinve
-hemical  brush  control in
lexas and a2l indications are
he report card will be good,

The program indtroduced
TORDPON 225 Mixture
ferincide to Texas ranchers
15 & hew hape for better chemi-
4l enntrol  of mesquite,
irnekly  pear, tasajillo and
nany other types of brush in
N

The “experimental” label
:xpired that year and
CORDON was not available
mder Federal FEPA regis-
ration until 1972, Since then,
housands of acres have been
prayed with the new material
inder rigidly-controled
egulations designed to assure
wwoper and safe use..

C. E. Fisher of :5e Texas
\&M Agricultural Eaperiment
itation at Lubbock, professor
n charge of fleld brush controt
esearch. cautioned ranchers
ack in 1970 against making
tasty judgement though
esearch had indicated great
romise. “After three to live
‘ears, the resprouting is done
nd it is possible to calculate
aot kill with some degree of
ertainty,” he said.

Those years have passed and
Jow sponsored a *flying brush
our” Wednesday to let news-
aen see results of both vld and
ew TORDON 225 work and
Ting them in contact with
anchers who are using the
1aterial.

The route included low-level
lights over some 30,010 acres
[ Jand sprayed with TORDON
25 on 18 ranches. In most of
se pastures, flagging was
light and grass appeared
xcellent.

“Commercial werk with
‘ordon now runs into the
undreds of thausands of acees
ml it confiring what our
xperiments showed earlier,”
ad Dr. J. B. Grumbles, Dow
erhicide research specialist
0w assigned to Mexicn and
*eently based in Lubbock.

“trenerally the root kil s
vice as high with Tordon as
ith 2.4, 3-T,”" he said.

Perhaps even move impor-
i, he addeel, the malerial
as proven deadiv on several
‘pes of hrush that 2, 4, 5.7
w8 et control, particularly

g

-y

4

T

Powell Runs Cattle With Sheep
Both cuttle and sheep running in 6,000-acre
pastured sprayed with TORDON 225 in 1974 carme
through winter and into spring in better shape

- thon livestock on similar adiacent country that

prickly pear. tasajillo and
huisache. .

In its continuing research in
the years since 1970, Fisher
sald, Texas A&M has found
that calves grazed on sprayed
pastures on numerous ranches
g4 30 ths. more than those on
adjacent unsprayed pasture in
otie year'stime.

Tordon’s passing zrade is
good news for ranchers lonking
al 1he possihitity of spraving in
1975 Decause, in much of West
Texas, Fisher says:

"This looks like the host svar
we've ever lad for spraving
wmesquite -~ assiming normal
toaf  development, fack of
wnrm daimasze ani things.like
that,™

& m

K,

R I T

[ a4

Wa-?f—' 7R

o
bt

Control Told

was not sprayed, says James L. Po
Eldorade. Here, some of his cattle move an
the dead and dying mesquite enjoying grass
has responded to treatment.

SV - iq R N I T

00065




wins samaurus ~ounty Line, Current Zone 4 director is George Broc

- ——y arrmmae

Extension Service Ottice,

Range Tour Hosts
Gov. Briscoe

A‘ range tour will be held on the

Jimmy Powell ranch near Eldorado
Thursday, starting at 9 a.m.

Following the tour, Governor
Dolph Briscoe will speak during an
afternoon program at historic Fort
McKavett. Lunch will also be
served at the Fort, located about
six miles from the Powell ranch.
Chartered buses will be used to
transport people over the ranch and
to Fort McKavett, -

Sponsors of the tour are The
Texas Section, Society for Range
Management; The Eldorado-Divide
Soil and Water Conservation
District; The USDA Soil Conserva-
tion Service; The University of
Texas System, and the Texas A&M
University System.

.Powell 1is. carrying out an
extensive grassland improvement
program as well as a carefully
planired supplemental feeding pro-
gram based on laboratory analyses
of forage made by the Texas
Agricultural Extension Service.

E—

- As a result, carrying capacity on

the 11,800-acre ranch ha:
than doubled. .

Powell accelerated his grassland
restoration work in 1969 when he
wiorked out a detailed conservation
plan. .

The plan, after being approved
by the board of directors of the
Eldorado-Divide Soil and Water
Conservation District, was used as
the basis for a Great Plains
Conservation  Program conmtract
Ehsich ll)’:well entered into with the

.S. partment of Agriculture,
GPCP is administered by the Soil
Conservation Service.

The plan called for about 10,200
acres. of tree g and range
seeding. It also called for
cross-fencing six pastures and
adding 26 new water developments,
inclnding 9 windmills and two ard

S more

one half miles of pipelines. Powell _

now has 12 pastures on the ranch,
ranging in size from 300 yards to
1,300 acres, with a total of 34
livestock watering developments:

To date, Powell has increased his
stocking rate from 24 animal units
per section to S5 animal units per
section.

When deer on the ranch are .

included in. the calculations,
Powell’s stocking rate hit an almost .
unbelievable 60 animal units per
section, or one animal unit to about
10.6 acres.

And that’s in an area that
averages only about 22 inches of
rainfall per year. -

Powell runs sheep, cattle, Angora
goats, a few Spanish goats, and a
stting of horses. He uses a
modified short duration grazing

* R

system on part of the ranch fr_dm
:ilbout April 15 to about September

Here’s how the complicated
system works: After fall lambs are
sold in the spring—-generally by
Easter or not later than April
15--some 2,700 to 3,000 head of

sheep from 12 pastures are grouped .

into one herd and placed in one
pasture. (Actual livestock numbers
fluctuate  according to  range
condition), About every two weeks,
the sheep herd is moved to a
different pasture in the rotation. -

After calves are weaned in June
and July, some 270 to 300 cows are
also grouped into one herd and

placed-in the pasture immediately .-

ahead of the sheep.

About every two weeks, both
herds are moved again, with.the
cattle always ahead of the sheep.

After the pastures are grazed, most

of them are rested until September,
when the livestock are scattered
back into the 12 pastures on the
ranch. .
But only about two-thirds of the
ranch is grazed with this rotation.
The temaining one-third is rested
during April to. September period.

" All livestock are fed supplemen-
. tal feed during the winter, although
. the amount depends on the
weather, amount of forage avail-

able, and other factors.

The cubed ration is formulated to
correct specific deficiencies reveal-
ed in the bi-monthly - forage
analyses made by the Texas
Agricultural Extension Service.

. These tests have beenm made
regulacly since 1971. Forage
collections are made by TAEX
personnel station at the San_Angelo
Research Center and the Schieicher

County Agricultural Agent. Labora- -

tory analysis work is done by TAEX
personnel at Texas A&M Universi-

ty.

The Texas Agricultural Experi-
ment Station is also making some
bitterweed control experiments on
the Powell ranch, but results are
inconclusive at this time.

PO

e r——————
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RANCH AND FARM

Svndai:, September 22, 1963

"FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM ;

TSGRA'S JIMMIE POWELL

Rancher Needs “Time-Stretcher’ | N

BY JAMES E. VANCE

star-Telegram Raneh sad Faem Rditor

FORT McKAVETT, Sept. 21—
A [fellow-rancher observed
James L, Powell and remarked,
“a time-stretcher is about the
only thing that would let Jim-
mie do any more for sheep and
goat ranchers and the wool and
mohair fndustry.”

Powell possesses a combina-
tion of husiness sense practical
experience, wealth, youth amd
dedicatlon.

As president of the Texas
Sheep and Goat Raisers Asso-
ciation, and with deep personal
couviction for a sound economy
with less government control,
Powell’s ctforts oxtend from
wsrazing land of the Edwards
Platenu tor downtown DBuozton,
cetiter of the wool and mohair
market.

¢ A o

POWELL, WITH a degree in
susiness administration earned
af Rice University alter a stint
in the Navy, married Nancy
Hunt in 1959, This linked two
of the best-known ranching fam-
ilies in Schleicher and Sutton
Counties.

They left Sonora und San An-
zelo, where they lived to at-
tend high school, and maved to
a 17-section tract [ive miles
west of Fort McKaveit to seltle
down to ranching and raising a
{amily. Lorrie is 2.

'We felt that if we were gn-
ing to ranch i#t was hest to live
on one,” Powell explained.

They have Hereford and An-
aus cattle for commercial calf
production, Rambouillet -open-
face sheep and Angora goats on
the Fort McKavett ranch and
on another-14 section near Eldo:
rado. In addition Powell is
partnership with .Joe Bean and
Mort Mertz in another operation
ncar Ozena,

Powell stocks ranres with 15
cows, 160 sheep and 30 gonis
per section in aa etfort to im.-
prove his ranges,

"1 stock that low hecau:e it
offers higher utilization with-
out being detrimevtal to the
grass,” Powell said, "“Also thi
Iow rate is compatible with
wild game population. A census
showed about 60 desr per sec-
tion, and they are fnchided.”

RELAXED RANCHERS — Jimmie and
Nancy Powell and Lorrie, 2, find time in
a bhusy life to relax on their ranch near

-~&lac-Tele yam Phitoe ¥

Port McKavett, Powell is president of the
Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers Asszovic
tinn, They produce catile, sheep atet oni.. !
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Fort Worth sStar-Telegram

FORT McKAVETT (Spl)—
While- most sheep ranchers
hope all their ewes will hear

a lamb-—or " possibly twins—.
€ach year, Jimmie Powell's.

flock \has produced three
ldmb crops in two years.

““We used a hormone-soak-
ed sponge insert fo induce
early ‘conception,” Powell ex-

plained, “Ii's an experi-

JIMMIE POWELL *©
+ +» « more famh crops

Hghge Experiment.
Bogsts Lamb Crop:

.was 107 per cent,” added

" Qestation time for a ewe fo

‘months, :

AN

mental. synchromatic 'styro- .

foam called GD Searle.” .
Powell raises cattle,” sheep
and goats on several thousand
acres of land ‘in Suttén and:;
Schleicher Counties. T

LI I - .

“OUR LAMB CROP in No- °
vember 1964 was 97 per cent

and in August-September 1965

Powell. “The third ¢rop al-
ready is more than 80 per
cent and some ewes still are
lambing.” R

He said the 107 per cent last :
year was unusually good con-
sidering the breeding peried j
to produce it lasted well into |
days with high' temperatures, |

f

I
“With marked rams we
found that over 80 per cent of !
the ewes with sponge inserts !
concelved In the first five I
days of the mating periods in |
January and February,” he,
said. “Breeding period also ;
was during the laetation time .
and while ewes were nursing ;
lambs.” l

® ¥ &

produce a lamb is® five

POWELL SAID that even'
ar 80 per-cent crop would in-:
crease lamb production by 40
per cent this year, He said.jt’
was entively possible fo get’
100 per cent production from:
the third, or ‘extra, arop.

“The system would require
additional time with the flock,
but would not necessarily re-
quire employment of addition-
al labor nor closer syurveil-’
Iange' of the flock,” Powell
said, |
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How could two pastures produce
smaller lamb and calf crops than
the other 10 pastures when the man-
agement and supplemental! feed praec-
tices were identical?
7 James L. (Jimmie) Powell, 48, a
24 personable West Texan ranching 12,000
-3 acres between Eldorado and Menard
near historic Fort McKavett, decided the
§ difference had to be forage quality.
"4 Forage testing revealed the pastures
‘4321 were indeed low in phosphorous, copper
9 and also protein during dry or dormant
seasons. Armed with this information,
N appropriate changes in mineral supple-
4 ments and feeding were made and pro-
i duction increased.
4 That was several years ago and today
g Powell counts his forage analysis pro-
gram among his most valuable man-
agement tools,
His work in this area as well as brush

Jimmie Powell of Eldorado, Texas,

THINGS JUST DIDN'T add up.

[ 4

W :
4

W

P

‘t“ ‘f

b

can you!

*By Steve Munday B

control, pasture and livestock manage-
ment — the total management concept
— has drawn the attention of ranchers
statewide. Field days and range tours of
the Powell Ranch have been sponsored
by the Texas Seetion, Society for Range
Management; USDA, Soil Conservation
Service; University of Texas System;
Texas A&M University System; Texas
Christian University ranch manage-
ment program, and other colleges and
universities.

Powell was named "Man of the Year in
Texas Agriculture” in 1978 for District 7
recently by the Texas County Agricul-
tural Agents Associaton.

The Powell Ranch runs commercial
Hereford cattle, Rambouillet sheep, An-
gora goats and saddle horses. The stock-
ing rate has increased 129 per cent since
1957 to a high in early 1977 of 55 units
per section. With the drouth in recent

This Texan gets the most out of what he has and so

months, numbers have been reduced to
about 29 units per section.,

The ranch had been operating since
1934 with a continuous grazing program,
In the good years, mutton lambs were
held until spring, increasing the stock-
ing rate for sheep by as much as 25 per
cent during the winter months. In the
dry years, all offspring were sold.

During the drouth of the 1950s, female
stock was reduced to a level of 24 units
per section, down from a high of about 70
animal units per section in 1942.

In 1970, the ranch was enrolied in the
Great Plaing Conservation Program and
a range management plan, consisting of
a complete brush control program and a
modified short duration rotational graz-
ing system, was begun.

All mesquite and other non-beneficial
plants were tree-dozed and reseeding fol-
lowed. Four years before, the range was

ralses commercial Herefords, Rambouillet sheep and Angora goats on his Ft. McKavett

ranch.

-

THE CATTLEMAN
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Clockwise, above, a registered Hereford bull from the Virgil Powell

LA

herd at Menard, Texas; top right, brush control and range seeding
have made the Powell Ranch more efficlent; and, at right, typical
Hereford heifers doing well despite prolonged drouth.

fenced into approximately 1,000-acre
pastures and water was placed on each
half-section.

"Before lambing in October, the ewes
were separated into pas s, a5 were
the cattle before October calving. At this
time, livestock was spread over 12 pas-
tures equally and located for the winter,”
Powell says. “In the spring, usually Ap-
ril, lambs were weaned and ewes were
grouped and rotation began. One-third
of the ranch, four pastures, was desig-
nated for deferment for the growing sea-
son. The livestock were rotated every
two weeks through the remaining eight
pastures. In June, the calves were
wli?lned and the cattle joined the rotation
plan.”

In 1976 a hay program for the cold
winter months was begun,

Round bales weighing approximately
1,500 pounds are put up on irrigated
fields in the summer and fed all livestock
during the most severe weather.

“With the coordination of brush con-
trol, range and livestock management
and the forage analysis-supplemental
feeding program, we have increased calf
shipping weight averages about 34
pounds from 10 months to eight months.
Lamb shipping weights are about the
gsame, but we are now able to deliver dur-
ing the Easter spring lamb market with
handy weights.”

AUGUST, 1978

With forage analysis, Powell has seen
“an increase in variety and species of
wildlife, including bobwhite quail, deer
and turkey on the ranch. Calf and lamb
crops have increased 15 per cent, wean-
ing weights are up 15 per cent, wool
quality has improved with no fiber
breaks and the wool ¢lean weights have
increased.”

Extension range specialist J. Dan
Rodgers of San Angelo has worked
closely with Powell as have Jerry Swift,
Schleicher county agricultural agent;
Bob Steger, extension range specialist,
and Freddie J. Williams, district conser-
vationist, USDA, and he endorses the
forage examination program whole-
heartedly.

“The Powell Ranch demonstration
shows the need for continuing forage
monitoring for both quality and quan-
tity,” he says.

As for other ranchers, he suggests, the
Powell Ranch can show them how to get
information on their own operations,
how to estimate forage guality values
and make better investment decisions on
range supplements.

The forage samples, collected at two-
month intervals year-round on each of
the 12 pastures and monthly during dry
or nutritionally stressful years, are
taken from valleys, shallow hills and low
stony hills. Analysis is made by the

Texas A&M University soil testing
laboratory at College Station and is free
through the Texas Agricultural Exten-
sion Service.

The forage analysis program provides
the following information to the rancher:

»The variations of plant material
available for livestock by pasture.

» The seasonal variations in quality of
plant material used by livestock.

» A monitor of forage quality from year
to year.

» The variation between sites (low
stony hills, shallow hills and valleys.)

« Provides a basis for feeding supple-
mental mineral and protein.

The information proved very valuable
in making a marketing decision this
spring. In 1977 the rangeland produced
only one-half the forage of the previous
year and by early 1978 growth had
dropped to only 5 per cent of normal.
This data coupled with projections for
continuing drouth taken from an inde-
pendent weather service to which he
subscribes indicated a need to reduce
livestock numbers or risk damaging de-
ferred grazing areas. A study of the
markets showed that both the lanb and
cattle market were high — unusual in
that they psak conversely in most years.
Powell elected to cut his cow herd in half
and to sell half of his flock. Interest rates
were going up, {oo.

7
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erage rainfall is 22 inches with about 16
inches occurring during the warm sea-
son, Drouth conditions since the fall of
1977 have altered this.

Vegetation on the ranch is quite typi-
cal of the Edwards Plateau with the
more important grasses being switch-
grass, several species of bluestems and
gramas, Indiangrass, wildrye, curly
mesquite, buffalograss and Texas win-
tergrass. Major forbs include orange
zexemenia, bush sunflower, mallows,
peavines and vetches, verbena, cone-
flower and some bitterweed. Trees in-
clude liveoak, shinoak, mesquite,

TO MENARD
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juniper, prickly ash, hackberry, pescan
and redbud.

The hills have shallow soil underlain
by limestone and a rocky surface. The
valleys are typically deep, heavy soils,
The vegetation on the hills includes cak
and other trees in a savannah form with
grassy areas between. The valleys are
typified by larger oaks, mesquite and
mid-to-tall grasses. Weeds or forbs com-
prise a major component of this area.

Brush contrcl has been a significant
project on the Powell Ranch since the
1950s. Until 1970, chemical control with
2,4,6-T was used with limited success on
root kills. In the 1970s mesquite, cedar,
algarito and prickly ash were tree-dozed

(Continued on Page 76 )

Clockwise, from left, thls map shows how
Powell cut up large pastures to better man-
age his grass and livestock; above, this
thick, muscular Hereford bull checks out
some helfers; below, another good, young
registered bull; and, bottom, an excellent
example of the difference in pastures when
brush control is used.
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Managing the Whale Ranch
{Continued from Page 39)

with a D-5 Caterpillar. The tree-dozed
pits were seeded to a mixture of sideoats
grama, Kleingrass and green sprangle-
top. A limited amount of weeping love-
grass and plains bristlegrass was also
used.

Powell settled on tree-dozing as the
most feasible method of brush control for
four reasons: (1) Desirable browse was
left undisturbed for wildlife and esthetic
value; (2) desirable native grasses and
forbs such as vine mesquite, Texas win-
tergrass, bush sunflower and orange
zexmenia are left to add variety; (3) less

ground disturbance resulted in smaller
concentrations of bitterweed, and (4)
tree-dozing provided better control of
mesquite on the clay loam sites than
rootplowing.

A grubbing attachment on a farm
tractor will be used to control resprouts
of mesquite, he says. Approximately 85
per cent of the ranch was tree-dozed.
Some liveoak and other desirable species
were left in this area to provide cover for

eer.

Short duration grazing was first
begun on the ranch in early 1965 after
Powell saw firsthand itz success in a
nine-inch rainfall area of South Africa,
Vegetative improvement was apparent
in South Africa with grazing periods of

n

o~

A TOP COWHERD BEIN

GIRCLE H L1 DOMINO 745

J. M. GILFOIL
Owner

574-3628, office

OMEGA - he ast Word In Herefords

IRCLE H L1 DOMINO 745 _ill
) Our Newast Herd )
Buil Prospect ik

G SERVED BY ]
YOUNG BULL BATTERIES IN THE COUNTRY, INCLUDING —

CIRGLE H L1 DOMINO 742

NHR BRITISHER 2241 BRITISHER PR 2518 FAIRWAY PR Z11

OR BIG TRACT SH REAL TEX ONW 113 HAYES D4 H457

CHF SAM DONALD H443 DELTA SAM DONALD 5419 LHF PERFORMER 3322
MC ADVANCE 4719 OXO L1 PROPHET 1015

Females For Sale at the Ranch —
Pairs and Bred and Qpen Heifers

Phones: 318/574-3462, home

ONE OF THE BEST

JHR TK DOMINO 122F

JOHNNY GILFOIL
P.O. Box 389, Greenville, Toxas 75401
Phones: 214/455-8528, home
455-5071, office

At the Ranch « 60 BULLS and 25 HEIFERS
bred to Circle H L1 DOMINO 745
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no more than two weeks, followed by
adequate deferment,

Powell’s initial system was operated
similar to the South Africa system with
all sheep and cattle grouped into one
herd and rotated through eight pastures,
This plan was modified in September
1968 after Powell noticed a drop in lamb
and calf weaning weights. To avoid
stress, lambing dates were moved to fall
5o that the short duration grazing could
be done primarily in the growing season
with dry stock.

The plan has been successful and
Powell says these are the advantages:

* Development of vigorous grass plants
with ability to respond more quickly to
less moisture and rest than areas grazed
continuously.

+ Concentration of livestock reduce
labor and observation.

* Less maintenance of windmills and
equipment,

* Brush control in conjunction cuts
back on labor,

» Flexibility. Perhaps the most impor-
tant item. Can react to market within
one week.

Powell does see some disadvantages:

+ Initially, the investment for cross-
fencing and water facilities requires
large investment.

* Danger from overgrazing is great,

* Rotation of offspring with dams tends
to stress younger calves.

Basically, the system works this way:
Four of the rangeland pastures are de-
ferred from about April 15 until Sept. 15.

This deferment is rotated among all 12 -

rangeland pastures in order to give each
pasture a full growing season deferment
once every three years.

Each year, around April 15, all of the .

fall lambs are wesned and dry ewes are
placed in one herd and rotated through
eight pastures on two-week intervals.
Calves are also weaned from first calf
heifers and generally placed in one hard
along with mature cows with heifer
calves. The cattle are also rotated
through eight pastures at about two-
week intervals ahead of the sheep, Cows
and steer célves are placed in two pas-
tures generally until June or July, when
the steer calves are weaned. At this
time, these cows are grouped with other
cows and this basic rotation of twe
weeks’ grazing by one herd of cattle and
two weeks grazing by one herd of sheep
coniinues until about Sept. 16. At time o
tagging (around Sept, 15) cattle an
sheep are generally spread into all 1
pastures,

The ability to make adjustments whe
necessary in the basic system has been
major reason for the success of the Por
ell Ranch. The basic system is illu
trated in this article.

Another big factor in the ranct
smooth operation is water. In 1961 Po:
ell had eight windmills, but he km
with the short duration grazing syst:

THF CAYTI Fa
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more water would be needed. In 1965 he
began adding nine more water wells. In
addition to the wells, he has 34 water
troughs and 2.5 miles of water pipelines,
There is a water trough for every 320
acres.

Additionally, he has 29 miles of eross
fences constructed when he sliced up his
ranch into 12 pastures between 300 and
1,300 acres.

Bitterweed presents a major problem
in the western Edwards Plateau area
and Powell has his share of the problem.
A cool-seascn annual, it poisons sheep.
Drouth and unusually cold weather is
reported to make bitterweed more toxie,
Death losses in sheep from bitterweed

poisoning average 1 to 6 per cent annu-
ally throughout the area.

Good grazing management like Powell
practices is one of the most effective
methods of avoiding the bitterweed prob-
lem. However, reduced cover of desirable
forages due to periodic drouths and un-
timely short-term over-use can result in
bitterweed problems.

On the Powell Ranch, oil field loca-
tions are watched closely for introdue-
tion of bitterweed and other noxious
plants. Livestock sprayers are used for
spot spraying to control localized infes-
tations and some bitterweed is pulled by
hand. A bitterweed wash is required of
all oil field equipment before entering

HERE’S THE REASON

we’ve stayed in business 50 years

Happy Hereford Ranch
Walter Graham,

Owner - 806/655-2660
Nolon Henson -
806/655-4613 or 764-3320
Happy, Texas 79042

We try to meet the
Needs of the
Commercial Cattleman
as well as the Registered

Breeder

- Headquarters on as-
phalt farm road 168,
half-way between Um-
barger and Nazareth,

A cordial welcome
awaits you at
the ranch.
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the ranch. In 1976 and 1977 Powell used
broadcast aerial spraying of 2,4-D ester
at one pound per acre on several pas-
tures.

The mineral supplement includes salt,
phosphorous, calcium, sulphur, trace
minerals, molasses, fat, vitamin D, flavor
and coloring and is the same for both cat-
tle and sheep except sulphur is deleted
for the cattle ration.

Powell fertilized several pastures in
1973 with an application of 100 pounds of
30-0-0 and 26-13-0 per acre. An increase
in crude protein was experienced for only
a few months. However, he did note the
fertilized pastures remained greener for
a longer period of time during the fall
and green-up occurred earlier the next
spring on these pastures. While produc-
tion figures were not compiled, there was
an increase in forage production as a re-
sult of fertilization, Powell says.

Livestock were held on the fertilized
pastures twice as long as usual and as
much vegetation remained on the pas-
ture at’the end of this grazing period as
was usually found, he adds.

Powell runs ranches south of Eldorado
end north of the Fort McKavett ranch
under much the same program. The
brushwork has been more ehemical and
mechanical there and the Hereford cows
are bred to registered Angus bulls
purchased from reputation herds.

Powell, a director of the Texas ant
Southwestern Cattle Raisers Associa
tion and member of the Executive Corr
mittee, was born in San Angelo and edu
cated at Rice University, where he re
ceived a bachelor’s degree in busines
administration. He did graduate work i
finance and economics at the Universit

“of Texas. Powell served in the U.S. Nav

during the Korean conflict.

A past president of both the Texa
Sheep and Goat Raisers Association an
the National Wool Growers Associatio:
Powell was a member of the Secretary
Agriculture’s Technical Advisory Cor
mittee for Multilateral Trade Negoti:
tions in 1975, He is recipient of the Qu
standing Conservationist Award of
Eldorado-Divide Soil and Water Cons
vation Board.

Powell is married to the former Nai
Hunt and they have two daughters, Lo
and Victoria. =

Barber Brahman Dispersal

197 lots averaged $702
Auctioneer: Stanley Stout

Glenn Barber’s Complete Dispersal
Sale June 24 at Jasper, Texas, saw 197
lots gross $138,295.

Cloverdale Cattle Co. of Animas, N.M.,
bought IW 411, the high selling bull, for
$56,000. RS Lady Rex Manso sold to
Humber Cattle Co. of Liberty, Texas, for
$2.000.

Volume buyer of the sale was Charlie
Dial of Orange, Toxas.
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immy Powell possesses a unique

perspective of agriculture. As cur-
rent president of the Texas &
Sonthwestern Cattle Raisers Association
and past-president of the Texas Sheep &
Goat Raisers’ Association, Powell
understands that both industries share
common obstacles and goals. Foremost,
explained the Fort McKavett ranchman, is
the need to educate the public on three
basie subjects — food safety, environment
and animal rights.

“Food safety is a concern to me because
the people who are criticizing American
agricultural products do not understand
the inspection systems and procedures
companies go through to clear vaccines
and chemicals before using them on
animals,” Powell said. “The system is
much more sophisticated than it was even
five years ago but we still get critieism. I
see it as an educational challenge to in-
form the public on safety and inspection
procedures to ensure our food is safe,”

Environment, Powell explained, is an
issue ‘“‘all Americans are involved in.”
And again, he said, an education of the
populace concerning responsibility and
operating procedures ranchers use as
“‘custodians of the land"” should be made
known,

““There are pollution problems which are
basically industrial,” Powell said. “But
we in agriculture should be concerned and
shonld help find solutions.”

Animal rights is another area in which
Powell believes some of the general public
is mis-informed.

If the population in this country is to con-
tinue to grow and be strong, Powell said,

agricultural producers must continue pro—/

viding their commodities.

“Animal rights activities want to reduce
harm to animals but that is virtually im-
possible if we're going to raise animals for
food. And there are other issues concern-
ing animal rights activists, like inbumane
treatment to dogs and cats, But the type of
research being carried out is necessary if
we are to strive for a disease-free world,"
Powell said.

He also feels the cattle industry is mak-
ing progress in breeding the kind of lean
cattle the public demands and certain
health issues are being successfully ad-
dressed.

The food safety issue has gulded the beef
producer in the development of a leaner,
more muscular animal that will gain more
efficiently with less fat, Powell said. That
beef animal has evolved in a relatively
short period of time, he added.

30 @ October 19899/RANCH MAGAZINE

Powell Sees Need for Public
Education on Cattle Issues

Ranchman James L. Powell addresses
agricultural concerns.

Jimmy Powell with Ramboutllet rams and Hereford bulls at the family ranch on the banks of Clear Creek,
near Menard, Texas. '

‘“Packers are still getting some car-
cagses they have to trim but every year
better feeder steers are being bred to
make it less costly for the packer and
retailer to merchandise,” he said.

Traditional breeds such as Herefords,
Angus and traditional English breeds are
undergoing a rapid change in carcass
quality, he said, to produce a larger,
leaner animal which is nearer what the

" consumer wants.

*Crossbreeding is an important ingre-

dient in producing fed cattle for
slaughter,” Powell said. “Herefords and
Angus are being crossed with Salers,
Brahman, Charolais and various other
breeds that produce the large, lean car-
cass the public wants. The crossbreeding
program was impressive and effective in
the early stages when we needed to change
the carcass composition of those tradi-
tional breeds. Today our packers like to
finish steers at 1,200-1,250 pounds and
those carcasses fit well into the boxed beef
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trade. Some exotic breeds are finishing in
the 1,600 pound range and those are too
large.”

However, Powell added, those larger
carcasses are being marketed fo the
Japanese who require more fat and
greater marbling.

“I would guess that in time the Japanese
will begin looking at the cholesterol issue
in the future and demand there wilt also
drift toward leaner carcasses,’ he said.

Powell said the beef industry is develop-
ing an export program that this year “has
added a couple of dollars per hun-
dredweight” to feeder calf prices.

‘““Cattle prices are now close to parity
and that is an economie condition which is
necessary if the cattle industry is to be a
viable industry in this nation,” he said. “T
would not believe the price of heef would
decline into figures much lower than they
are now because of strong demand, low
numbers and strength of producers,
feeders and packers in the industry today.
I foresee six to eight years of good to stable
prices in the beef market while cow herds
are being re-built. Ranchers will keep
their replacement heifers, also reducing

" the available supply in the market, enhan-
cing the ultimate price of the feeder
animal.”

Agriclutural financing also concerns
Powell. Cemmercial banks (holding com-
pany banks, in particular) are moving
away from agriculture, he said, due to the
lack of “‘experience lending officers and
onerous regulations.”

“Regulations are demanding almost
solely a cash flow requirement rather than
adequate equity and character of the bor-
rower before a loan can be made,” Powell
said. “Those regulations have permeated
every end, including PCAs, Federal Land
Banks and insurance companys so that if
you're unable to achieve an adequate cash
flow in any period, your loan becomes
severely criticized. This process has
limited credit to a great host of young peo-
ple who would like to go into agriculture
and has limited the expansion of currently
profitable operations. Those conditions
have limited the number of buyers and
buyers’ ability and in the final analysis
reduced value of land.”

Survivors in agriculture, Powell
believes, will be those agriculture enter-
prises that have the ahility to diversify
within agriculture.

“Current income tax laws that imple-
ment the passive income features effec-
tively eliminate diversification by
agricultural enterprises into other types of

Jimmy and Nancy Powell at their ranch near Fort
McKavett, Texas.

non-agricultural business,’’ he said.
“That’s an aberration of free enterprise
and the free market concept and it will
hurt the future of capital development in
this country. The small producer who is
operating on a2 minimum economical unit
today will witness a need to enlarge his
operation to generate an increased cash
flow to bear the cost of these future
onerous regulations. The only part in the
economic system that could change that
would be for ag commodities to achieve a
higher price plateau and maintain it. An
increase of 30 percent in commodity prices
would need to be realized.”

Powell said agricultural producers dif-

fer from manufacturers in the sense that
manufacturers can cover their costs by in-
creasing costs to the consumer but in
agriculture, “producers are price-takers
and have little ability to become price set-
ters.”

The Powell family is involved in
numerous ranching operations in West
Texas and, besides raising finewool sheep,
Powell maintains herds of commercial
and registered Herefords. Powell also has
a herd of Angus cows in Nebraska and an
interest in Wishbone Herefords.

Powell continues to use the same
Hereford bloodlines used by his father,
Virgil Powell, who died in 1988. Virgil
Powell began raising registered Hereford
cattle in 1955,

Powell and his wife Nancy reside on
their ranch between Eldorade and
Menard. The couple has two daughters,
Victoria and Lorrie. Powell’s mother,
Johnnie Dell, resides in San Angelo.D3
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brand now being worn by the owner. The traditional iron is now

replaced by precious metals.

Christmas orders must be placed by Oct, 15!

BRAND JEWELRY

Send a drawing of your brand and write for free brochure.

RANCH MAGAZINE/Ocober 1969 ¢ 31

00076




James Powell, speaking to i

members on the Daw |

Chemical Company brush tour.
who were visiting his Thomson
Ranch country, said he has
received over average rainfajl -
on the ranch for the last three
years; “We have received up
to six inches or more already
this year. he added.

A staunch soil and watey
conservalionist and heljever in
pastire rotation sysiems, he
said he uses a [2-pastire
rolation systein on the ranch;

which alloivs the land to rest .

me-third of the time,

“We have some country
which has not hand any rush

comtrol or brush eradication
work dorie on it and we placed
some calves on it at the sajne
lime we placed a like-number
on the sprayed country, They
were the same Kkind of cattle,
the same  weight and
everything, amd e sprayed
area 3s given s more forage
and grass and the calves have
done much belter,” he
cxplained.

Powell said he las been
sprayiug s cattle recently,
stnee the heet (ligs have heen
pretty bad in the area.
“Fortuntely, we have not had
any screwworms. In fact,
Schieicher County has not had
dcase Uils year,” headded,
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Students follow
historical icon’s
trail by wagon

By MATT PHINNEY
mphinney@sastandardtimes.com
or 659-8253 :

SCHLEICHER COUNTY
— Bill Coate could drive Lis
students acro.s Texas in a
* 1ot school bus.

They could stay {0 warm
mutels and eal in inexpen-
sive restaursnts.

But th.at wouldn't Le neax-
ly as wmuch ton.

Caure anG 18 kiadera,
Culil, sludents are or ving
tise, v 8, rain sad cold
WOriiags oo ret.ace — tn
Ceverse ooy --- the steps of
William . Huf(. who left
Taxas in the 1340s and tol-
lowed the mob west in
search of gold. Huff didn'i
find riche =, but he colleeted
a ErouSiie 1 0ve of Niello-
vatin, cloas
(hee . Bhileh fia peonrded
LHIRE YRS

Y'ne diary is a ruad map
for the nladera Method Wig:
on Train that L ronnd
EI Paso on Jnn. 4 and will
end Jan. 27 near Houston,
where Huff dizd. On Tnes-
dag; th.; group rode from Big
Lake to the Six Mille Ranch
fust west of Fort Moikavett,

The taain will go to Fort
hicKavett today and will be
in and around Menasd uniil
Friday

Fort McKavett is 48 miles
sontheast of San Angelo.

Fourteen Reagan County
middle school students
Joined the wagon train Tues-
day, and Menard students
will join the tvail touay.

Coate, 64, said he wants
the students to be part of a
“collective critical thinking
experiment” where middle
school students talie a doctor-
ate-Jevel topic and “see what
they ean do with it.” He’s
impressed with the results,

“I want the students to
undel‘stﬁxll‘(l what pioneer . .
life was Jike,” said Coate,2 . .
sixth-grade teacher. “They 5T PHOTO BY ARTHUR SPRAGG
learn some life lessons such ~ Aaron Michalewicz of Big Lake and Ali Spina of Madera, Calif., shared aside in the lead
as sometimes weloseinclvi-  wagon of the Madera Mathod Wagon Train on Tuesday as they followed the trail of
lized life, and you have to  Texas gold prospector Wiltiam Huff. The trail went across James Powell's Six Mile Ranch

' off State Highway 190 west of Fort McKavett. “This is about being able to say, ‘I've
Please see STUDENTS,  experiencedlife in a way you can‘t from a book.”™ Spina said about retracing Hufi's trail
Page 5A  across Texas to the California gold flelds of the 1840s,

i
!
p
!
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. _ San Angelo Standard-Times - Wednesday, January 19, 2005 - 5A

' STUDENTS: Trip has been rough, fun

© Continued from Page 1A

just keep on going. This puts
a little seat knowledge with
- that head knowledge.”
: Fredy Cisneros, 11,
' already haslearned some life
. lessons along the trail, He
said the ride has been excit-
ing and “fun when it's not
cold.” Two weeks rlding in
the back seat of a wagon also
has taught the California hoy
patience.

agametimes it's rough, and.’

. gometimes it's smooth,” he
said. “But it's been mostly fun
. so far and interesting to see
the samé things someone else
saw 100 yedrs ago.”
Jacob Sheeter, 11, sald the
, trip has beex “awesome” and
i thatheis amavzed at the beau-
tiful scenery in West Texas.
william Coate, Bill Coate’s
grandson, said the trip has
' been rough and cold but fun
* for the.most part.
f The wagon train keeps as
| close to Huff’s original trail
as it can and has even ridden
in limestone yuts believed to
he left long ago by Huff's

ST A

party, Coate said.

The wagons twice have
Yeen moved in a trailer; once
on the Guadalupe Mountain
Range when high winds made
the trail too treacherous, and
another near Mertzon when
the waning days of hunting
season made passing through
a large ranchi t0o dangerous,

. Coate said.

The group is traveling in
five covered wagons, and cow-
boys and cowgirls from
Madera and other ranches are

oviding support. The Texas.-

r

Parks and Wildlife Service
also is helping with the wagon
train.’

The caravan’s progress cail

be monitored from the
agency's Web site at
www.ipwd.state.tx.us.
-+ Coate came into contact
with Huff’s diary while
working on another trail
ride. Coate said he Is fascis
nated by the country’s migra-
tion west in the 18008 and
immediately was interested
by the diary

In the diary, Huff writes
about his friends Stephen 3

Austin, William Travis and
Jim Bowle, three leaders of
the Texas Revolution. The
diary also contains a map of
the battle of San Jacinto,
Coate said.

After the war, Huff fol-
Jowed the gold rush west. He
later died penniless in Hous-
ton, Coate said.

What he left behind for
‘historians has proven price-
jess to Coate and his stu-
dents. The caravan will con-

duct a ceremony Jan. 25 on
the Capitol steps in Austin,

Coate said.
The trail will end Jan. 27 in
Houston with a graveside

service at Huff’s grave,

Texas and California stu-
dents, who are writing jour-
nals along the route, will pub:
lish & collection of their Jour-
nal entries, Coate said.

. 1 think some of we educa-
tors have our sights get way
too low,” he said. “I think
these kids can do a lof more
than we give them credit for. If
you don't expect much out of
them, then, you won't get
much, I don't think.”

-
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. A'moving experience -
Commg face to face withall your bebnglngs is pever.

Your health exam ¢
Jane Greig explains what medica
required for each decade of your

50cents State

\/;n.., 34‘ 2025

Drug war lays siege ta barder town

Residents go on maxirum alert after Mexican
leaders send police to quell violence in prisons

side’ for-'am bou.

Euulerthinmonth.heuntm
army ihto:a feddral prison out-
s:ldo Mat:i:ko ‘City. g: Triday,
.troops over
prison in

'nmcumhadmjxedmum' laces,

prison, puiting residents- op -
edge.

in Matamiores thiy week, When.
federales showed up at 5:3¢ a.m.
tosaamhthoﬁeﬂlty. prisojy Seelombankpage

keptthem wminguut-

- naws reparia, the police alﬂnt
-find much when they finafly got
inside;” 16 Xmives, ‘a- saw, six
‘computer diskettes;- six -box.
Aederal ‘cnttexfnvepaimufachsorsmd
10.paks ut‘makmwithsho&

Laces oro

-mdanynuwmapermtown

Mexigo's pres-
‘ident says he
doesn't want

. Interference In
internal af-
falrs.

It's beena orip time slace drivers have.encount:

thest’beas abattleagamstnaturetorestorescarcewater _

d anoolatﬂ;e?e Pl fforts has

Creek low-water tcissing on Daor Key Lane near-San Angelo: ‘Brushi * Hidding thie lapdsgape

ton,

Now doep within the dense,
shrubby forest of invastves that
hu Qakanrootun the- yanch of

11, a1

1. The questioned' sclenoenf r.lnud
g ‘seédlng géts little support, A12.

sclssors -cuts ‘down t:rees),

chaining (an enormous
“batileshipanchor chain is -tied
between two by
proceed tomaul asmall forest)the
state hopes to suppress mesqnjte
and cedar in, 910,000 acres,.or
about 1,400 square miles,in the

- James Powell and other'Texas ranchers are expel:tzd to pay 30 percent;,
ofthe bmsh-c!eanng cost, aﬁd to recoup that mumywlthln adecade.

whiny frenzy, the glant mack
slicos each tree just below ita-an.

~wlllbe‘=u
~and, in ndecads o 50, tbemma

klas.uoopeiﬁntha;kand wm return - and. perlmps. the

. restaring longlost grasslands,
ong treo ata time; Swiveling in a

it to the ground, Fallen trees Iitter
2,8wath of wachine tracks. They *

I

water.
Brush clssrnnce wﬂl aost See LAND, A12
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LANDOWNER INSPIRED BY SOUTH AFRICAN GRAZING PROGRAM

" STANDARD-TIMES PHOTO BY ARTHUA SPRAGG

lhndur t:‘l:nmh Pow-f:: plans to maximize his unch land’s productivity include killing water-hogging trees such as mesquite and ashe

every six months.

to have 100 pastures supp!

fled with water that cattle can forage on for five days

ON THE DOUBLE

Rancher plans to multiply
land’s production capacity

It'sbaektothemnn'etor‘g:lme

of the Texas

Powell is the latest rancher to
hold title to part of the former Door
Key Ranch, which was founded in
1890 by a pair of St. Louis business-

Perry Flippin
oitor emetitus

times.com
or 658-8217

men — Albert Leath and Jack Frost.

family hands for nearly a century.

Now, all of the Johnson ranch hold-

ingshave passed into new hands,
“The economic objective in any

Please see PERRY, Page 74

Ranch evolves with the times

When “Tip” Van Court went to
work at the Door Key Ranch in 1957,
the boas sent him to round up 200 wild
harses ~ a dangerous job suited only
for the bold or the fool

“They had suffered terribly
through the drought,” he recalled,
explaining how corrals were built
around water to trap the cagey
steeds.

After 27 glays and one terrifying

with a rampaging ,
he shipped the last of the herd, no
longer fit for ranch use, to a dog food
factory in California.

“Looking dack now, it would have
been much kinder to kill them,” Van
Court continued, “It was'an

exnﬁngexparlenne but not one of my
favorite memaries.”

Van Court, 78, and his wife of 57
years, Billie, still live on the ranch
where she was reared. Her father,
uncle and grandfather first leased 20
sections of the Door Key in 1925, fol-
lowing the death of pioneer John
Willis ught the ranch
1n 1909 for $4 an acre (§208,000).

Please see CHANGES, Page 4A

STANDARD-TIMES PHOTO BY ARTHUR SPRAGG

Leon Johnson smiled back at his cousin, Scott Uhl, and grandhthet
Jimmie Powell as the three shared a moment during the
Hereford Sale at Six Mde Ranch, near Fort McKavett.

5 4A - San Aogelo Standard-Times - Sunday, November 6, 2005
?mAngebS!andmd’ﬁmcs com
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CHANGES: Ranch life hasn't changed much in 100 years

‘Cl.ﬁ]luetl from Page 1A

last November, when Johnson‘s

‘Ai"if‘”fé.‘i‘m”“ Qeveloper
gelo o r
oe Heartsill

Hunsﬂl said be will retain
the 4,586-acre headguarters
ranch, 14 miles sontheast of
San Angelo, He has no plans to
sell thatranch,

“The Van Courts can live
there as long as they want,”

L
of the ranch.
Tasked Van Court whether it
saddened him to sea the his.
torfc Door Kay being sold piece-
meal for

“At first, I was a little
deprused about seeing it cut
up,” he told me, “but now, as I
gee what's being done, I'm more
excited and gram’u.lthatl‘m
being a emall part of

Six days.a week.hednvua
bulldozer, pushing noxious
brush from the ranch that once
ran 1,000 cows and 10,000 sheep
and goats.

“Now it's going to have zero
—ar neardy zero,” be said.

"I'mammd\‘hnpeophm

Conrt con-

ductive people and new ideas.
“Itsanexciting time, really”
Yet people buying ranch

home ejtes — presumably in

search of solitude — are build-

ge phenomenon o rechs-
ntvm l:anchera such as Van
Court

the Door Key, he satd, is along
the high bluif west of U.8.
‘Highway 277, where sunsets are
gpactacular.

Tdgetitoff, t would get drg and
‘we'dran gut of money and have
to stop: It would come back —
aver:
*1wasjust chipping at it. We
didn't have the: ﬂmndalahﬂiiy
to do enough acves to yake any
diffarence, Wlthﬂmsmw'ahelp.

bay 80 percent of the cost to
clear brush; the state pays 65
percent (the extra 6 percent
sm-vingasanineenﬂvemlmep

Tivestock off the land for at least
90 days).

Van Court has catculated
that he can push 240 treas in an
hour —~ ahout an acre.

"Multiply that by four
years,” he safd, “That’s 2 lot of
trees. If each tree drinks just a
handful of water, thai’s an
acean of water that we're not

ing

ning again, such as Peca.n

Creek, which has flewed this
for timeeincd

heads, Van Court turned sentf-
mental about the often-harsh
and aiways-lonely life on the

ranch: “It was romantie, and

was fun. Wemvedn.Itmka
special kind of personslity to
dothat.”

ns, he said, ranch life has-
E?ﬁangadmunhmﬂ:mlw

“We managed (Door Xey
Ranch) the-best we could with

sald
real-estate devalopment, but
.ﬂvla: Court sald he dossn't feol
it
t "We'vovboen fortunate to
enfoy ilils place'for 50-some-

thing years,” he sajd. “Tt’s yoob-
&bly time that othar peopie get
an oppartunity
“Time can’t stand still. It's
got to move on. I hope I get to
live to see it all work out.”

= Perzy Flippin

—t
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Rancher: Agriculture needs incentives

the market, sending $ hi
hl:dhmn‘ingdemm%ﬁmm
Powell predicted that rising

—_————

'§AN ANGELO STANDARD-TIMES—Sunday, March 14, 1993—2B

Coutinved from Page 1B
mohair, two major West Texas
agriculbure cts, ape down,
“resulting in an increased use of
fine apparel wools produced in this
ares,” be said. ‘“The use of mohair
18 not yet increasing, but should as
fashions change (o & softer look."”

Powellexplained that**a confined
market Hmited to & number of

buyers
led to lower prices,” while
federal government has provided

.Strategicimportancein case ol war,

the for

incentives to produce more wool
and moheir because of their

tegl
‘“On balence, I believe the West

munity

remain stabie as it is influenced by
the livestock indusiry,” Powell
conclnded, N

But, he added, “Strong improve. .
ment and growth may nothe seenfn -
this industry until long-term stabili.
tyinpricesanda

prices will encourage anincrease in
U.8. eattle production,

But currept catile numbers are
level with last year and about 4 per-
cent lower than in 1075, he said.

day. zmtﬂe numbers are up 2 per.
W : year,
Medical Center and San Angelo Poliea Chief Russell |  ‘“This condition should keep cat-
Smith’s call for the creation of 8 community coalition I tle prices at higher levels untll the
agafvst crime were published in Wednesday's { beef cattle inven! begins to In.
newspaper. c e i Ie;.;.“:i:'mw ;l;;h ;on increase in
3 5-T photo by Mike Howel! 2 an or some
By WILLIAM TAYLOR . Wes! Texas rancher James Powell talks about agribusiness during et Publiclty
Government palicles enacted six decades ago have Preview 93 at TAngeIo State Universiy Tuesday. beef,” Powell said. ;
Teduced the U.S. form population and should eventual-  sion at Augelo State University. It (thatrisi were) I} Sheep sumbers haye
ly force prices up on some commodities, rancher wag sponsored by the 0 government subsidies were in. 3130 been dropping, he said. The
James L. Powell told those attending Preview ‘931ast ~San Angelo Alumal Association and  [iated to keep the farmlly farmerin unmbucai ‘mp is d‘;:‘f‘ gmt
the »  natioowide this year percen
B "‘m ‘rgv': ““"h"' m mbility-wmmt com::::e :\ngelo Chamber of h“hemsald h:ymdu_ ean abundance, in Texas, e el
comeustil incentivesare youngerpes-  Pawell explained U.3. & ' the oider Those numbers also should send
ple into agrieulture, he salnl? policy ume!il:zhmn to g ﬂrmmuﬁ“md prices higher, but price movement
The anmual program featured 2 slate of loesl prices forced by incressed demand  stay on the farm, buf encouraged 135 beenslow, Poweil adied.
business and community leaders, who provided thelr  from a growing U.S. and world the young farmer to seek higher.  Currently, pricesof both wool and
own views of the San Angelo economy and community, population, paying johs in the citles, he said,
More than Wopeople attended thamominglongses- ~ “In the 59305, politicisns fousd | “Thatwasn'texnelly the concept  Ploase see POWELL, PsgezB
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WOIK AT HOME—] ames L. Powell of Fort AcKovitt,
president of the Texas Sheep & Goat Roisers’ Assoca-
tion, takes time from ranch chores to catch up on pa-
per work at his home office.

TS&GRA CHIEF

Jimmy Powells J
cheduk:

GRAt?;‘I:E }zomgsl—‘_—cggwdéng fleeces from his Ramboulllet flock takes up much of

T in Grogrose oh“ shed space for 500 sheep in case of showers when shearing

Work S

Keeps Him Buy &

- |
]
4
M
£
3

prasldenr ot his home ranch in Schisicher

le, if any, time during this spring cperation.

Jamos L. Powell, SchleicherCounty ranch, PoweB opecaythe |

Caunty ranchman and president of |14

the Texas Sheep & Goat Raisees'

Powell
Mml‘m isa2 wﬂe busy Young|agor; Mem. of Big Lake and oe
ooking 2fof(Boan of

oparate 8

"d"" Interests °““ Sl g0 saction ranch 30 miles norih ol

vast ral
duifes a5 hrad of the Jargest woollpain i

Upton County.
Other than his pactmership In-
“|terests, Powell yuns sbout 5,000

fourth generation stockman-—Risiay o’ o frasinch

dent of tho TSMGRA, Powell 8 nlqoct ™ oy prn ol Tl oy
staple fleeco,

great-grandlather, having been a
stockooan In Teonessos, e salive 50 o 2 ammh?d .

R A
He maintains small registored
herds of Angmgs snd Horelards fo

Powell resides on his home h tsa ha
v o 1340 s, e P 20 1, S

chnm, his postalfice, kocate

his owa rams and sell-

Schleicher County, but h'mg olhers to sheepmen over the

much Uine these days|,,

traveling in carrying oot his duties|” m Powell ranch kome, madern
ax TSAGRA president a8 well 381, "avory detall and with every
looking afler porsoval W”ﬁ cwavenience, s lacated on a sligh
He comes to Sm Angelo severaljpy o sort of knall, in aboat the
timas each manth fo catch vp on| aia "of the ranch. From one

eny assoclation business that MaYlgde thers 1s & view of Fort Me.

be pmdlnz-

Kavett, sbowt six miles away,

Powdll Eakes an optimislie view o~
o L e e

fow yeacs, He looks for lambs

ced Lo do very well pricovise. \Vhen the home wes built a ot
Numbors fn Texds ore lowest (eFlor [l bad o be hauled in and

ave n “m";” o ;. s0f) conditions were not the best)
many ranches lo the west Rlin (ho country for flowers bul

Angelo have very few, il any,
been

Mrs, Powell got her busband, Jim-

shosp. Prices have been steady 0ol " (ipat's what everpone calls

replacement ewes.

m) to move in a Kttls mere dirt|

““There Is less inventory and a 'l::re and thers. Now the bas a

:ruzur demand for woal,” Powell

spiug with the family’s be-

|l
parts, particulecly i gﬂ“‘ lg'g et in wool nd rmohsit as the best|

prosent positions.”

ol natucal fibers, all drapes, cars]
and uphoistery in the home,

He served more than Lwo Yeatstyr, “sither wool or mohair, or &

in the U.S. Navy, most of this

combination of the twe.

time on the West Cosst and in|"pogelrs grondlother migrated

the China

12 Texas from Teanessee, farmed

Ranchipg since 1948, Powell brielly home
graduated {rom San Angelo High mﬂ“m:lﬂmmgg in the
Saiiool a0d Rice Unieersity hen [parhandle and laler in New blox.

Institute) st Houston where he
ﬁn:ﬂ.inmd In business administra-|

and economics. He did grad-
ute work ab the Uslverslly of| ConE 10 8o Angeln. o e

His parents are
Texas In econamics, He is an avid Vicgil Powell, 1401 §, Madison.
stideal of today's "‘“ﬁ"‘; m Virgil Powell, ranchman and ol

state and national Jegislative pro.
and of the TSSGRA but veslgned when

posals cancerning agriculiore

taxes, When any wow legidativel, govots fime ta dutles of the ol-

proposal  vegording  agrieulture
comes up, Powell makes o close

i A et
to delermine just how | Powell and Miss Nancy Hual,
fect apricutture, whether it will bolopo "5 5 farmer Miss Mobatr,

begeficial or detrimentel to tbs ine

Powell doesa’d do all hls associ-iy 0" yho' was 18-menthe old

atfon work in the headquarters

affice here, He has o ffice Just] " Sprcr, has win slsters, Maro-

off the front door of his home
where he spends much lime,

A member of the assaciation E’m’ iy

since he began ranching, Powel
has been a director since 1955
and served ax vice presideni for
& year, He is a former chairman
of the association’s wool amd mo-
bair promolion commitiee and
‘was a chalrman of the Miss Wool
of American Pageant Cornmiitee.

On his homs ranch he has about
220 aerss in cultivation, with
about 100 acres under irrigation
from wells, All feed raised goes
inlo hla o livestock, In the win-:
In.' m-txnuon acreage is-used

pasl
in addiu'on to lhe Schleicher

P e, o e A

ico, finslly settling in Reagan
caunl:r near Big Lake and later

mun, is a former vice president
his bealth would not permit him

[ica. His grandmothaet, Mus, L. P.
Powell, lives at 1401 Paseo de

were married Feb. 27, 1860 in
Sonora, They have one daughter

lyn, who is Mrs. Bean, and Mado-
who is Mrs, Mertz.

- MOMENTS OF

laxation in th.
ell is the form
month-old dau
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Fort McKavett (Photo

y (Photo by Mike Howell,

eross & clearing in & pasture near a p

gelo to Brad
pletured on his ranch near

On the cover
orning sua provides a stunriing sithouette of a windmill on

@ rozad from San An,
). Cows walk a

Jack (Photo by Joe MeClare).

The ms

th
James Powell is

Mike Howell,
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BULLDOZING AND RESEEDING have become Jimmie Powell's approach to the duzed and raeoded last year. Righthand plcture shaows an area bulldued and
brush preblem on his Fort McKavett ranch after years of experimentation.  reseeded -last winter, then rested since. The downed brush gives some idea
Powell, left, and Eldorado soil conservationist Bill Rountree look over an area of its former size and thickness.

o » * o % more on c&mn went to the bulldozer, be- wildlifo he has left hackber- duced grass in the m!xtur; ‘is
satne of come gides the almost perfect kill, ry and liveoak. Kietn, which hie has found to
llmmle Powe“ Moves Enhrelv "““““ cnmmnmhl is that it provides a good 1In his mseedlng program be not only a high forage
mnd gome Strictly eXDOCE  peq for the grass seed ho has used basically mafive producer But a very palala
rasses  ine sideoats,
To Mochanical Brush Control sesomiy lumivedin devel bandscatorsd imeditely Sroatyrungioton und iins s ivstock managets
foum spray tech- behind the dozer. Another ls Bristlegrass. The only Intro- prog modmed
FORT McKAVETT, Tex. — the first experimental acrial BU08 n'ffh was eventually ghar it allows sel L it -
After years of experimenting sprayinz. He says he has ﬂ“ “, gives him a better nppob .
in various types of chemical  Fimmie, president of eided g.. p]geg s fa l\mlx io preserve the irees
raying for hma.h con trol, the Nauom Waol Growers bulldozer. make the best wildiife
Jimmis Powell- ne Assn, and Taxas Sheep & omm...gmmmcmrmdleed
aver entitely to mu:l\aninl Goal Ralsers Assn, has fol he has hnlldnud and reseed- He has boen dniu ﬂw
. methods. Jowed his tather': lead In 23 most of ,ooo acra michanical work l?
‘His father, Virgil ineu, bmsh emﬂmentuion. K home mhem he plans to Winter, starting atter Jan. i N
volunteered acreage back in says he has some areas on finish th .mdum.mmmdconunulnzmtﬂ about
the mly 19405 Ior some of \vmch he has speat $40 per gnother ye.r May 15, He always hopes for
= s == w==== He says under normal can- aprlng showers to sprout the
H dttions the meckanical meth. 5eed and get the grass up to
t ods are more cxpensive, byt & stand; he has had it the
i ho believes in the lang pull st & years. Live-
H prove to involve stuck remain off of the new-
¢ the least cost for WO area until after
l,md.mj w. the frost. They are allowed to
ife of the job. Preliminary Rraze that winter, then come
counts indicate to Mm that off again about April 1; the
he getting about 95 pep Vasture gets a secand grow-

nsing m the Grut Plains agreement.
at ‘has two stinger type The further  reguive-
poh'l wMgh leave a modest ment ix it zet one more
it and tip up m.uv.}y 1it- thres month growin, suum
rle unnen:ennry ‘ground. rest sometime during
1 chemical meth. next three years.
od; nsnally ot bim 1016 He plans to do the same
percent root idll, and in in- work over the rest of the
stances sn auts'lde top af tanch witheut Great. Plains
about 3§ pe-ine - hE aid
Mechanical work on his Hig m; target  has
% place has run from as low as heen mlgiqmag hutghe bas -
$9 per acre op thin scattered also removed prlckly ash, cat- *
{et:ndm Il'l;lalls.:d $24 on h;:\;' claw, lotel Imxhheedar m}f sl
" OR COT rifa. For the bemefit of
clal time ntes and including. &
‘“!eﬂlﬂ?‘ ctudlly, . he
baught his own hu.lldozer and
ag his own 5
Ee {indg Mt respmullng
from old growth after bull-
d gh he gets new
saedllnn Irom dormant se
the ground. He plans tn go
over each ares about

is
cent kitl by bulldozing h“l:is- ing season deferment under

1
work get the seedlin,
with a smallér but slmll?f

servalionlst Bill Rountree es-
timate that he should have 15
iears of good pasture use be-
ore he hu to begin thinking
hmsh wnrk m{n uggyn:;
agal

simple malstuamnce,

ell signed | or a
Great Plaing :nn';emﬁon
program on about two-thirds
of the ranch. The first year
used up the GP payment lim-
it, 'l‘hc original program call- |
ed for some aerial spraying,
but he has wound up deing

none of it. One reason he 00097
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STILL A BELIEVER in sheep, Fort McKavett rancher Jimmy Powell his business from picking replacement stock to monitoring foraign
ROOF COATINGS | atso rune Angora goats and both Herafore and Angus catie. His beliel  davelopments that may baar on focal markos.

FIIIHEI'AI.N is not an articla of biind faith, however, Powsil studiss every aspact of

Jimmy Powell A Lifelong Student  $re, sten sais bim o
Of Ranching’s Many Ins Ang Outs  povases o socine. s s

By Colleen Schrelber  important, ho makes it his of g mearr e ey
( ] - y er  imp , he mal 5 of the yo ing o
800) 672-0999 FORTMCKAVETT, Texas business to understand it as m:hmmmi
P. 0. Box 2030 “larak =~ Jiztuny Powell is a rancher well sshecaninallitscomplexi-  Today Powell Ranches op-
first and foremot, buthis com- Ges. It docsn’t matter If I's for- epages fin Sumon, Sehbeicher and
mitment to his carcer and that cign policy or domestic policy, Menard counties in Texas, and in
way of life stretches far be- the wool indusiry, the cattle Chemry County, Nebraska.
yond his own ranch entrance. market, or the lamb industry;  powell’s grandfather, Leon
Powell, & third gencration Powell is up to speed on it all. P. Powell, was reared In Tennes-
rancher whose grandfather He can even relale how much goq pug migrated to Bverman,
tock up ranching in West water a mesqite tres uses,  Toxgs, justsouth of Fort Worth
Texas in the early part of the  “'If you'rs going 10 be 8uC~ when he was oaly 19,
20" century, makes ithis busi. cessful, you have to know 1 thoge carly days, Leon
ness to know the livesiock in- these things,” Powell says.  qade his way in what might
dustry inside and out —more  His commitment t0 the in- pe called the “homesteading

{HANCH MANAGEMENT] 5=
! 3. . P,
. ) guhif'm]; Pt
. SERVIGES aa CONSULTING elsewhers, He did this all over
ify n . West Texas and New Mexico.
Svecializ e e vy e
= Proves, Lost Cost et
ey, Confused? Want to know
Drouth Masagement Skraisgles | 0135 Shimine: ot
Leam How To Retain Your :.m wg‘in'mmmf
Cattle During A Drouth . IM‘:RG:I::- vecras
Harper, Thxas 78631
i sc@iglobal.net beyanmel@ite.com

NEED MORE BULL POWER?

wTwo Year Old Bulls
- 30+ Month Old Bulls

Fertility Tested and Range Ready!
- Volume Discounts —

RBR ANGUS

* Works and and « Vg ol 3
e m t:g‘ iyl even fary highylelding,

* Exirema drouth and heat tolerant. '?m""‘ "o geta grzoabie
« Very high Jeaf to stem ratia, . gﬁs 1/3 of the fertilizer of coaatal

et palatbiy for e or O G et b0 Fradaricksborg, Yaxas
* Casta loss to lantthan cossial bar-  * Excalont for hay production — high These Are High Quality Bulls
! " Born, Bred and Raised In Texas
Tais s Frobasly The Ose Graze Toat Your Geacing Prograice Esmaet Do Wikhout! Call Toll Free: 838/RBR-BULL
o s o e i YUt 1 ra 61 gris endmictue (727-2855)
or FAX: 830/907-8857

ROBERSON SEED GO. — 806/359-8516

P. 0, Box 19651 - Amarillo, Texas 79114 * New Crop Of Yearling Bulls Available On March 25 *

£o1 (5] (51 (= Co) [} 21 (o 1 =R 2 £ O [ (50 50 (30 (31 (5] S e (53 G R ) o)
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In 13&:11: f;‘mily b\‘tl:s tiv- ﬁl his sl::eg mdn:‘;y sheop raise about ss many cattle in ily ranching operation perma-  March 9, 2000 Livestock Weekly Page 15
g at Capitan, New Moxico. hewould o0 enough animal units as you can sheep, nendlyin 1954, Hemamied Nancy i i
was a terribly cold winker that money to buy that car” and you need to do that if Huni, anative of Sonora whose mmmgnm‘":‘l:?;:ﬁ .}u‘mm.s innsymemmpl:&dnn.wnng
ar somuchsothat Poweilkept  Powell followed his friend’s you're going to maximize this family was also in the ranch- high-intensity, low-l‘requm'cy the first of May through the
ge bonfires buming at the advice, andintwoyears’ tmehe country's potential.™ ing business, Together they . >

. s 4 grazing system in which large first part of October. The sheep
scofthe foothills to keephis had his owncar. Fromthatday ~ Though the cldec Powsll raised two danghters., pastures arc divided into arerotated through the system
eep alive, fo was that expe- forward, sheep, in his mind, hedgivenuphomesteadingfor  The 1950s were not the smaller units and lvestock are first. Cattle follow about two
moe that sparked a desire 1o were good property to own.  ranching when he came back easicst times forzanchers in the rotated through the system on pastures behind. During the
urn to Texas, Heputhisson,  Powell says he's not really to Texas in 1918, ho was stithm  Southwest. A severe drouth, 14-day intervals, dormant season the livestock
rgil James, Jimmy's father, sure where his grandfather’s expansionistathest,andinthose now considered o be the drouth “I learned that [ could are grouped together
chargeand took offto Texas original sheep genetics came carly years he and hisson built ofthe centry, had a fiom grip on the grass right to the “gfewwld"veu' some in
search of Innd. from, but when he cams back a significant ranching enter- all of West Texas. m as f’m as [ did't re- performance ifm l’w th

Powell was able to find e Texas he shifled from the prise In short order. By the  “"When we started in 1954, B00e 8 008 58 © S0 e Fvestock durins Taobing oo
W close 10 Blg Lake in the New Mexico type shesp to 15305 they were operating in. weacunlly tought wemightbe Cc0 110 5000 system. et Ives et g or
ttheen part of Crockett Corriedale. Jimmy's father, sevon counties in Texas. . cioss 0 the end of the G2 @ 1‘4“' da““,,“’,l,ck N i ing, 30 ‘."em_' 3 u’&
winty. He wired his son to however, got his beginning  Growingup in the business, drouth,” Powell recalls, “but h""l‘? o ¥, Fowel n:' agamnin slwnl‘ P
ud the sheep by rail @ Big with genetics fromaherdnear Jimmy developed a Jove for twras out wo were right in the <RIBS, atler we're completely fin-
Xe. Whea the sheep amived, Deerlodge, Montans, owned ranching . . middleofi. Powell replicated that sys- ishied lambing and calving,
ty were apparently quite a by Sylvian Polly. Ho bought  “T never found any other  “Iiwas stremendously hant (SM0pon hisrezem, anditsbeen Powell expluins,
bt The animals had crowded 1000 to 1500 hoad of yearling sctivity that 1 enjoyed more-~~ environment tosurvivein,"he I piace since. This system over  Powel] considers himself 2
clase o the bonfires, Powell ewes from him. king with Yivestock and “We were burning (imehesays,allowed him toln- livestock man, not a cow man
/5, that they singed their  Back then the Rambouitler horses and the land. I gettouse pear from daylight todark ang CTedse stocking rates by 60 or a sheep man. Unlike his fa-
wol and the once whito sheep hadaclosedfie, andFowellsays my imagination and my own foeding.cverything because Percent over the county aver- ther, Powell has always had
re now black sheep. his father recognized the necd judgment, and Pmnotencum- there was absolutely nothing 88°- He stocks abowt one ani- Angora goats in the mix.

It's been passed down toopen itup. He wantediodo besed with company policies,” for the livestock to cat. That Malunitto 12 acces compared  As it was for his father and
ough the years that it was 5o without losing size, and he Powell says. went on for 12 months a year !0 the county average of 20 grandfather, however, sheep
well's infatuation with the found the proper genetics in,  His goal early inlife wasto until June 1957, wher we got 207¢s to the animal unit, have often been the ranch’s
»del T that got him started some-rams at Caprock, Now one day carry on what his our first good rain.” Koeping brush in check, mainstay. The Pawells have
the sheep business. Mexico. Powell Incoeporated grandfather and father had  The land eventually recov- Powell says, is a big factor in always raised a dual purposo
My grandfather apparently those gonetics in 1934, andby startod. Beforedoing 2o, how- ered, but it wes a slow recov- being able to utilize such aro- sheep, though income from
v one of his friends driving about 1950 ho had a herd of over, he completed adegres at. ecy as was the rebuilding pro- tational system. Overthe yoars , wool, in the early years, was
vn the street of Roswell ina opon-faced Rambouillets. ~  Rice University in accounting cess. The lessons leamed dur- he's incomorated a varicty of often the profit factor.
delT. Realfizing that hecould ~ As the Pawells expanded and then went on 10 the Uni- ing the drouth were many, and methods 10 contro] his mesquite ~ “During the war, wool w..s
* mons countzy & bot quicker their opesation tothe cast they versity of Texas for & master’s in 1966 when Powell had tho and cedar, evexything from grub- a sought-afier commeodity . * |
b & car than with 2 horse and added cattie to the enterprise. in finance. His studies were oppormanity (o visit South Af- bingto sprayingeo chaining.and a good product to raitc.”
18, he approached his filend “This country hero jn Schiei- intesrupted whenhe wascalled rics he took home yet another burning, Now it’s mostly a Powell says. “In the 1930s und
skhow hegotenoughmoney cher and Menard counties is into the armed forces to serve lesson that has helped him sur- winintenance type manage- 40s quite a fow ranchers kept
wy one,” Powellsays. “His wonderful combination coun- hiscountry in the Korean War. vive many more drouths. ment program, Powell says. See Powell
ndtold him thatif he would try,” Powell remarks, “Yousan Powell madsitbacktothe fam-  WhileinSouthAfrica, Powell The rotational grazing pro-  {Contirued On Page 16)

— Early Conslgnments — ’ "
All Catile Sorted into Smaller Groups WE ST TEX AS
d cows, some with calves, v '

'arf?mg-sﬁnfpﬁf&a.v:uxﬁfuﬁfﬁgf g:';" W ’ BRAN GU S
0 first-calf pairs. These heifers are out of regis- B REED _ERS

tered bulls. They will all have calves at side by : T

ﬁ:flg etfl;na. Theyare gold plgs. You will IFRethesa N A S S O-C]:ATION
‘Dthree tofive year old Brangus paire. Good calves. 6"’ A” ” ”Al ! . - i .

10 first-calf Brangus pairs, all calved out. The work
fls done, They ara nice, From a good ranch fam-
ily.

P>

waather sals, T
Blg, stout cows. Payday soon, They are money
makers.

Qthrestofiveyearold Brangus cows, bred toBran- ' i
gus bull. Galthood vaccinated. You will like
theseto keep. . . . . 2

0 apan Brangus heifers, OCV, plus all other shets.
Gentle, ready for bull ofyour choice.

> e e e occ - Saturday, MARGH 25

D e, Yol oS Abilens Auction — Abilene, Texas

5 m‘hm ":me‘s'.ngrmﬁasmc:iv&m.[grgﬂ 16:00a.m. -—lienlstered Brangus Females Followed By
backto Brangus bulls. The money maker kind. 500 Commercial Brangus-lype Females

" adcous Nopapss, 1:00 p.m. — 75 Highly Selected Brangus Bulls

"l 0 B, o r, WOGa e, Ay e 9 Tas el i, ottt sy gl g s o the

0 bred Brangus heifers, good, big, growthy haif-
ars. OGV. Bred to low birthwelght Brangus bulls.
Thess heifers willwork foralong time.

0 bred three to four year old Brangus cows, gentle,
you will lika these. Out of registered stock. Brad
to raglstared Brangus bulls.

0 open Brangus helfers, 500-800 pounds, to be
sorted into small groups. Ready for bulls ofyour
choice, OCV. Wormed and all their shots.

0 open Brangus heifers, gantle. You will like these.
Had all their shots. Ready to tum out. OCV. 575

pounds. AREPT— . J—
8 home-raised,one-owner, no brands or marks, FIERCE BeakLambut

have tattoos. Hom broke, cake broke, horsa SALE COMPANY
broke, gentle. The keeplng kind. Have heen  gammyPiorss . Wade tiera

calthood vaccinated. 400885115 Wads _
5 pairs — three to five years old, good calves at P o.‘.’."m g mmn
side, exposed back to Brangus butls. Bollviie, TX 7413

00099
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