
^:.__..__..._..__.--- -•• . . ._ _.-_ . . . . . . _ ... _, _ . ___ .... _ . . _ ,_. u.._...w...___._.-.__..---:.:..--...,,,.._,,..^......_....

trade. Some exotic breeds are finishing in
the 1,600 pound range and those are too
large.,'

However, Powell added, those larger
carcasses are being marketed to the
Japanese who require more fat and
greater marbling.

"I would guess that in time the Japanese
will begin looking at the cholesterol issue
in the future and demand there will also
drift toward leaner carcasses," he said.

Powell said the beef industry is develop-
ing an export program that this year "has
added a couple of dollars per hun-
dredweight" to feeder calf prices.

"Cattle prices are now close to parity
and that is an economic condition which is
necessary if the cattle industry is to be a
viable industry in'this nation," he said. "I
would not believe the price of beef would
decline into figures much lower than they
are now because of strong demand, low
numbers and strength of producers,
feeders and packers in the industry today.
I foresee six to eight years of good to stable
prices in the beef market while cow herds
are being re-built. Ranchers will keep
their replacement heifers, also reducing
the available supply in the market, enhan-
cing the ultimate price of the feeder
animal."

Agriclutural financing also concerns
Powell. Commercial banks (holding com-
pany banks, in particular) are moving
away from agriculture, he said, due to the
lack of "experience lending officers and
onerous regulations."

"Regulations are demanding almost
solely a cash flow requirement rather than
adequate equity and character of the bor-
rower before a loan can be made," Powell
said. "Those regulations have permeated
every end, including PCAs, Federal Land
Banks and insurance companys so that if
you're unable to achieve an adequate cash
flow in any period, your loan becomes
severely criticized. This process has
limited credit to a great host of young peo-
ple who would like to go into agriculture
and has limited the expansion of currently
profitable operations. Those conditions
have limited the number of buyers and
buyers' ability and in the final analysis
reduced value of land."

Survivors in agriculture, Powell
believes, will be those agriculture enter-
prises that have the ability to diversify
within agriculture.

"Current income tax laws that imple-
ment the passive income features effec-
tively eliminate diversification by
agricultural enterprises into other types of

non-agricultural business," he said.
"That's an aberration of free enterprise
and the free market concept and it will
hurt the future of capital development in
this country. The small producer who is
operating on a minimum economical unit
today will witness a need to enlarge his
operation to generate an increased cash
flow to bear the cost of these future
onerous regulations. The only part in the
economic system that could change that
would be for ag commodities to achieve a
higher price plateau and maintain it. An
increase of 30 percent in commodity prices
would need to be realized."

Powell said agricultural producers dif-

fer from manufacturers in the sense that
manufacturers can cover their costs by in-
creasing costs to the consumer but In
agriculture, "producers are price-takers
and have little ability to become price set-
ters."

The Powell family is involved in
numerous ranching operations in West
Texas and, besides raising finewool sheep,
Powell maintains herds of commercial
and registered Herefords. Powell also has
a herd of Angus cows in Nebraska and an
interest in Wishbone Herefords.

Powell continues to use the same
Hereford bloodlines used by his father,
Virgil Powell, who died in 1988. Virgil
Powell began raising registered Hereford
cattle in 1955.

Powell and his wife Nancy reside on
their ranch between Eldorado and
Menard. The couple has two daughters,
Victoria and Lorrie. Powell's mother,
Johnnie Dell, resides in San Angelo. q
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to suppress fire, overgraze rangeland and disrupt an ecosystem that had

developed over millennia.

Ironically, Texans built those reservoirs without realizing that a fundamental

ecological shift had reached its zenith during the 1950s drought - a shift

that made the very reservoirs built to deal with water shortages less able to

do so. During the first half of the 20th century, the process of converting

grass-covered savannas to brush-covered rangeland peaked. Seventy-five

million acres, or about 80 percent, of Texas rangeland had been invaded by

noxious brush (juniper, mesquite, prickly pear, salt cedar) and weeds. Land

that had, when covered with grass, absorbed 80 to 90 percent of rainfall was

now robbed of 75 to 80 percent by trees and brush. Springs and streams

ceased to flow, and thirsty reservoirs failed to receive the expected runoff.

We used the land hard because we could get away with it without having to

make too many inconvenient sacrifices. We stilt can - at (east for now, as

long as it rains when and where we need it to. The summers of 2005 and

2006 were the latest examples of dodging the bullet. As takes in even

normally wet East Texas ebbed, Texans began to face the unpleasant fact

that they might have to change their wasteful ways. Texas faced a serious
water crisis.

And then it rained.
And rained, and rained.

Lakes that had been empty filled. Some overflowed.
And we went back to using water like it would never run out.

The United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation

Service estimates that brush in Texas uses about 10 million acre-feet of

water annually. In comparison, total human use in the state amounts to

about 15 million acre-feet. The obvious answer to the state's water supply

problems, at least in part, is to transfer water use from brush to people, but
that is no simple task.

Somewhere around 95 percent of the land in Texas is privately owned.

Solving the problem of public water supply inevitably means working with

private landowners, if for no other reason than the fact that most rain falls
on land privately rather than publicly owned.

Brush control is not the answer to everyone's water problem, but for some

people it is the only answer. Mort Mertz and his son Michael ranch around

San Angelo in the Concho River watershed on land that has been in the

family for three generations. Mort saw brush invade their land, and he's now

seeing the results of removing that brush. "Brush became a problem after

World War II," he says. "After we started clearing brush, creeks started
running that had not flowed in the last 25 years."

"if you don't have something sucking water out of the soil, where can it go

except into the water table?" asks Michael Mertz. "We want to improve our

property, and at the same time we are benefiting wildlife habitat. I don't

mind spending the money if my land grows more forage and has water.

http://www.tpwmagazine.com/archive/2008/feb/ed-31
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Brush removal helps increase the water supply for people in cities, and that's
a major plus."

Jimmy and Nancy Powell also ranch near San Angelo, and like the Mertzes

they see brush removal as benefiting not only their land but also thousands

of people who will never set foot on the place. Powell laces his conversation

with factoids that convince listeners he's studied the problem from every

angle. "I've calculated that with 18 inches of rainfall, and all the land in the

Concho watershed in grasses, that would produce enough water to fit( an

11,000-acre lake 60 feet deep every year - and that's enough to meet the
water needs of San Angelo," he says.

"There is no immediate payback for brush control," Powell adds. "In 10 to 12

years you will, if you maintain the land properly and keep the brush off,

have an immense return. But you have to maintain an investment program
and have good grazing rotation to keep the grasses."

Powell sees brush control in a historical context. "We have a different set of

problems than early settlers had," he points out. "They had to tame a wild

country. Our problem is to deal with the changes to the landscape that

followed settlement, such as overgrazing and brush encroachment. It is our
obligation to find a way to solve the problem."

On the eastern edge of the Edwards Plateau, in the Hill Country, finding a

way to solve the problem is made more difficult by fragmentation of land

into smaller and smatter pieces. It seems that everyone wants their own

piece of the Hill Country, and with raw land prices approaching $5,000 an

acre, large tracts get chopped up and sold piecemeal. Leonard Hilliard and

his wife, Kathy, bucked that trend by buying three pieces of adjoining

property near Fredericksburg, but they are the exception.

"Everybody wants a piece of the Hill Country, and they are loving it to

death," says Tom Hammer, whos spent 20 years in the Hill Country with

NRCS. "Fortunately, people like Hilliard want to keep the land the way it is

or improve it. They want to see the place the way it looked when the first
settlers came here."

"In the 1800s soldiers traveling across this country to Fort McKavett

described a vast grassland with scattered live oaks and running creeks, and

that's what we're trying to get back to," Powell says as he shows us Pecan

Creek, a tributary to the South Concho that now flows year-round for the

first time in a quarter-century. Monarch butterflies flit across the creek on

their way south for the winter, a wild turkey takes wing from a tree at

water's edge, and minnows dart across the concrete stab of a low-water
crossing. Without the water, none of this would happen. Without brush
removal, the water would not be here.

Idyllic as the scene is, the water is only passing through on its way to a

lake, where it will nurture a complex web of life before becoming someone's

morning cup of coffee in San Angelo. Water, indeed, is the stuff that life is

made of. It is also the tie that binds the lives of city dwellers to the lives of

http://www.tpwmagazine.com/archive/2008/feb/ed-3/

5/26/09 10:24 PM
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those who tend the land.

Aldo Leopold, the father of modem conservation, wrote: The practices we

now call conservation are, to a large extent, local alleviations of biotic pain.

They are necessary, but they must not be confused with cures. The art of

land doctoring is being practiced with vigor, but the science of land health
is yet to be born."

In the six decades since Leopold wrote those words, that science has been

born, its being practiced in Texas, and the next drought, when it comes,

will be less severe, at least for some, because of it.

Working with ranchers are a host of resource and conservation specialists at

a variety of levels of government - the land health practitioners Leopold
foretold. When we brush sculpt a place, we maintain wildlife corridors and

recharge streams and aquifers," says C.A. Cowsert, NRCS district

conservationist in Johnson City. "When you get more grass cover, the rainfall

is filtered. You don't get as much runoff, and what does run off is good,
clear water."

Grass roots delve deep into the soil, holding it in place and providing a

pathway for water to percolate deep into the earth. Flood events become
less frequent and less severe. Equally dramatic is what happens in the

unseen underground. The water level in some of our wells rose 80 feet,

even before the rains in 2007," says Todd Bannert, ranch foreman for Jimmy
Powell.

Vaden Aldridge, NRCS district conservationist in Eldorado, gets excited when

he sees native grasses coming back to a pasture after it's been cleared. The

seeds are there, they just need an opportunity to breathe," he says, pointing

out little btuestem, vine mesquite, Halls panicum, sideoats grama and other

grasses in one of the Mertz pastures. "]t opens up a whole new world when
you take the brush off."

Educating landowners to what the possibilities are is a big job of the modern

conservation scientist - some things have not changed since Aldo Leopold's

day. "The daily challenge for us is, ranchers say, 'It's green out there, I'm

going to buy some more cows,"' says George Clendenin, NRCS conservationist

in San Angelo. 'We really need to educate them so the next time it's green,

they can make an informed decision. They need to have a grazing plan and
stock conservatively to prepare for the next drought.

"By making healthy upland areas, you are also making healthy riparian

areas," Clendenin continues. "In the past we did not put a lot of emphasis on

riparian areas, but now we understand their importance, and they are as big

a part of a management plan as upland areas."

Through the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program, NRCS helps

landowners establish buffer zones. Brush is not cleared from these

strearnside areas, and they must be protected from grazing for 10 to 15

years, but they can be used for recreation and hunting. "Selective brust

http://www.tpwmagazine.com/archive/2008/feb/ed-3i
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clearing as part of an overall plan is important. While it may be beneficial to

selectively clear upland sites, it is equally beneficial to selectively leave

brushy motts and wooded sites along creeks and draws," Cfendenin points
out.

Ryland Howard and his mother, Edith Boulware, manage the Head of the -

River Ranch near Christoval, and they have established riparian buffers along

a mile and a half of the South Concho River. "It took a lot of our land out of
grazing, but our philosophy has always been to take care of the land and

preserve the springs that are there," he explains. "There is no question that

removing water-using brush results in more aquifer recharge and stronger
stream flow."

"All these programs are totally voluntary," points out Melony Sikes, an NRCS

program manager in San Angelo whose passion is managing riparian areas.

"Ranchers are not doing it for financial gain - they're doing it because it's

good for the resource. The offsite benefits to the public are tremendous,

and there is nothing prettier than a pasture full of grass that comes right up
to a flowing creek."

Calvin Hartmann, his wife, Sonja, and his sister, Sally, operate the Rosa

Ranch, a 3,000-acre jewel of a place near Johnson City. Buffalo Spring

spurts from the base of a cliff on the place, feeding Buffalo Creek, a major

tributary of the Pedernales River, part of the Colorado River system that

supplies water to Austin and other cities. Hartmann, who is retired, spends

his days pushing brush and caring for the 130 or so cows on the ranch. "My

dad had a ranch, and managing the land was something we always did," he

says. "We tried to help the wildlife by providing more food for them. I'm

convinced that brush control helps streams flow. I've cleared 500 acres the

last three years, and Buffalo Spring is realty flowing. It never stopped during
the last two dry summers."

Tropical Storm Erin is dumping heavy rain on us as we sit on the porch of

the century-old ranch house, pounding on its tin roof. I ask Hartmann why

he works so hard to send water down the Pedemales to people who will

never know he's alive. He ponders for a bit before answering, as if

embarrassed by what he's about to say. His answer, when it comes, gives me

hope that Texas will solve its water problems: "I just love the land."

Maybe I'm a hopeless romantic, but I really do believe that love will conquer

all - even cedar, mesquite, salt cedar and prickly pear.

DetaHs

• Natural Resources Conservation Service (www.nres,usda.gov/)
• Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board

(www. tsswcb. state.tx. us / brushcontrol)
• Lower Colorado River Authority

(www.Lcra.org/community/conservation/creekside.htmi)
• Upper Colorado River Authority (www.ucratx.org/)
• Texas Water Matters Project (www. texaswatermatters.org/ )

http:i/www.tpwmagazine.com/archive/2008/feb/ed-3/

5/26/09 10:24 PM

Page 5of9

00054



When the Rain Ends I I TPW magazine l February 2008

Brush Strokes

Not all brush is created equal, nor wilt clearing brush yield the same

benefits in all parts of the state. Brush removal generally yields the

greatest benefits where Ashe juniper ("cedar") is thickest, soils are

thin and underlain by porous rock and rainfall is at least 18 inches

per year. That pretty much describes much of the Edwards Plateau

and West Texas, and that's where brush control efforts in Texas are
concentrated.

In addition to using water itself - a 10-foot mesquite tree can use up

to 20 gallons per day, a salt cedar even more - brush traps much

water before it ever reaches the ground, allowing it to evaporate.

Leaf litter beneath brush keeps more water from entering the soil.

Cedar traps an average of 73 percent of the rain that falls; live oaks

46 percent; grass 14 percent. Put another way, cedar allows only 27

percent of rainfall to be put to use, while grass makes 86 percent

available to grow plants, recharge aquifers and keep streams, springs
and faucets flowing.

A study conducted by the Upper Colorado River Authority on the
effects of brush removal on water yield of the North Concho
watershed concluded that removing 95 percent of the brush in the
watershed would result in an additional 33,515 acre-feet of water
supply - more than the city of San Angelo uses annually.

Ranchers who clear brush can be reimbursed for up to half the cost

through various state and federal programs, and some river

authorities also offer financial aid. Costs for brush removal range

from about $90 to as high as $175 per acre, so the investment for

ranchers can be considerable and take years to recover. Their payoff

comes in reduced feeding costs and increased grazing capacity -

stocking rates can double on cleared land because it produces more

grass. Many ranchers remove only a third to half of the brush, leaving
the rest for wildlife habitat.

"Brush control is not a permanent fix," notes Vaden Aldridge, NRCS

district conservationist in Eldorado. "It's a control measure, not an

eradication program. You have to stay on top of it each year." Once

brush has been cleared, periodic prescribed burns take care of most

regrowth. "Proper grazing management (proper livestock stocking

rates with planned pasture deferments) along with continuous

retreatment are the keys for maintaining healthy rangelands and

improving groundwater and surface water resources," Aldridge says.

"Poor range management following brush control can offset the work

that has been done. Improving herbaceous cover and maintaining
that cover is the key."

fittP://WwW.tPWMagazine.com/arrhive/2008/feb/ed-3/

5126/0910:24 PM
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Brush removal is expensive, but it is the most cost-effective way to

increase water supply. Melissa Grote, a conservation planner for the

Pedernales Soil and Water Conservation District, cites figures from a

study done by the Lower Colorado River Authority in 2000.

'The average cost to yield water by brush control in the Pedernales

watershed is $16.41 per acre-foot," she says. 'The cost per acre-foot

of constructing and operating an aquifer storage and recovery system

is $839." In most West Texas watersheds, the cost of additional water

from brush control runs from $40 to $100 per acre-foot. At the high

end of that range, that's only $0.0003 per gallon.

Benjamin Franklin said, "When the well is dry, we know the worth of

water." The Texans who came before us built a great civilization

based on cheap and plentiful water. What happens next is up to us.

"Unlike most other states, we control our own destiny when it comes

to the future of water in Texas," says former TPWD executive director
Robert L. Cook. "For all practical purposes, the following rivers and

their tributaries start in Texas and flow totally through Texas to

reach the Gulf of Mexico: the Devils, the Nueces, the Frio, the

Sabina(, the Guadalupe, the Blanco, the San Antonio, the Lavaca, the

Navidad, the Concho, the San Saba, the Llano, the Colorado, the

Brazos, the Trinity, the Sulphur, the Neches and the Sabine. These

are our rivers - the lifeblood of Texas - our water supply. If they get

messed up or abused, it is our own fault. If they are weil-managed

and conserved, and if they continue to supply our vast state with an
abundance of fresh, clean water for centuries to come, it will be

because we made the decisions and took the actions necessary to

ensure their continued health and productivity.

"We cannot control when, where or how much it rains. However, we

can stop wasting water, we can protect our water supply and we can

provide for our state's future water needs if we will properly manage

the rangelands and the wildlife habitat of Texas. We can do it. Get
involved."

back to top '

http://www.tpwmagazine.com/arthive/2008/feb/ed-3/
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Business Leaders
Lea rn Of Research

Standard-Times News Semko

FORT McKAVETT-Two Tex-
as congressmen, a state legisla-
tor and numerous West Texas
business leaders and ranchmen
met near here Sunday to learn
about research being done ih
natural fibers and brush eradi-
cation.

Rep. W. R. (Bill) Pgage of
;Waco and 0. C. Fisher of San An-
, gelo, along with State Sen. Dor-
'sey B. Hardeman, got a first
hand look at brush eradication

. work being done on the James
:L. Powell ranch. They_ also
,heard of-advanced research be.
ing done in blending cotton and

• wool fibers, use of dura-press
and treatments of wool and mo-
'hair fibers to stop shrinkage.

Special guests were Dr. Har•
old f.undgren, director of the
U. S. Department of Agricul-
ture's research laboratory at Al
bany., Calif., and Jordan A. Tar-
,tikoff, production development
manager for the Koratron Co.,
In.% of San Francisco.

Lundgren, 'considered one of
the world's top authorities in
wool and'mohair fiber research,
I gave a brief program on whati
the USDA''s Albany laboratory
is doing to aid the wool and mo-
hair industry in product develop-
ment.

"We call ourselves hair-split-
ters," Lundgren equipped. "And

1we mean this literally."
He said wool and mohair fi-

bers undergo the most rigid
tests conceived by man in the Al-
bany laboratory, including such
tests as sound vibrations creat-
ed by rubbing fibers together in
a specially designed. machine,
complete X-ray examination,

,tests on absorbtion, moisture
and other characteristics.

Lundgren was developer of the
WURLAN p r o c e s s for wool,
making it machine washable.
Since the process was developed

'on a commercial basis, produc-
iion of the especially treated
wool has been running about 3

million yards of material peri
year. He is now working on al
WURLAN TI process, which will
allow wool to be permanently
pressed.

Tartikoff told ranch guests
about the Koratron treatment de•
veloped for dura-press of cotton
and blends of other fabrics. '

He said the company's origi-
nal patent on the process was
recently extended. Most of the
major clothing manufacturers
in the United States are licensed
to use the Koratrpn process.

Both Lundgren and.. Tartikoff
will be in Lubbock today for con-
ferences with Texas' Tech textile
department officials, business-
men, and cotton, wool and mo-
hair industry leaders. Confer-
ence discussions will c e n t er
around future research, develop.
rnent of natural fiber fabrics
and the manufacturing of such

"We believe these new fiber
blends and treatments will be a
great help in boosting the natural
fiber industry of the Southwest,"
Lundgren said.

Prior to the discussion of fiber
research, the congressmen, Har-
dernan and"others were given a
tour of brush eradication work
being carried out on the ranch.

Powell, along with Norman
Sachnik, president of the Ranch^
Engineering and Development
Corp. of San •Ankelo, explained
the use of the company's new
chemical herbicide, and showed
visitors results achieved on the
ranch during the last two years
of tests. The company aid has,
test plots throughout West Tex-,
as and an the South Plains.

Among the special guests for
the meeting were members of
the board of directors of El Do-
rado Woolens, Inc., officials of
the Texas Sheep & Goat Raisers
Association, Charlie Scurggs..
editor of the Progressive Farm-
erer Magazine, Scott Poage, breth-.
er of the congressman and Cen- ,
t.ra! Texas ranchman, Houston
Harte of San Angelo, chairman .
of the board of Harte-Hanks
Newspapers, and Fred Conn,
publisher of the San Angeio
Standard-Tintes.
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is getting, increasing atBrush control
-tention in this area ofthe state; as well

might. To that end, the visit of Texas
^Land Commissioner John G. White to a
.successful West Texa•s brush control, op•
teration is welcome indeed.
? Commissioner White toured the ranch
of James L. Powell east of Eldorado

^•Thursday and announced he was pleased
`with the ^rush eradication results he ob-
;served. The Powell ranch has been noted
as a model in this field, utiiti[ng one of
the most modern brash control tech-

: niqdes• •
A member of, the commissioner's par-

ty, Dr. R. E. Patterson, dean of the Tex-
as A&M agriculture department, noted
the difficulties and expense of brush
eradication and control. "A lot of;people
are watching this operation from the

- eradication and cost factors," Dr,'Pat-
t,erson said. "It could mean a lot to the
people of Texas."

^ That it could, should the methods em
ployed by Powell and others be utilized
on the grand scale necssary to reclaim
the West Texas landscape. But such a

i task won't be easy, nor will it end with
eradication. Proper range management
must follow.

All of this will require a.great deal of
• money, for even the cheapest proven

methods of brush eradication are costly.
The ranchman or farmer; of course, can
expect to receive increased yields from

acreage ^ so treated and properl^ ca^ed,
for. ^ But the entire. econ,omy. ot
gion would benefit, toa, from a trply mas•
sive program of brush eradication: ..

This is nowhere more dramatically ap-
parent than in the field of water con-
servataon. West Texas brush is a.;water
hog; the lack of significant. runoff from
recent rains offers discouraging proof• of
that fact.

Were West Texas brush to be 'elimi-
nated, and then not allowed to return,
the benefits to our precious water sup-
ply would be enormous. It is,estimated
that fully 60 per cent of rainwater fall-
ing on Texas is consumed by useless
brush and other noxious plants. If only a
fraction of this could be transformed
into runoff for storage in the system of
reservoirs already existing, the economic
and recreational benefits eauld-'bring
about a new day for the entire regibu.

It is clear that unless research yields
spectacular advances, meeting the cost
of brush- control and its aftermath will
present a terrific and perhaps insur-
mountable obstacle. But the potential is
so great that no effort should be spared
to find new and cheaper methods - and
perhaps some new program whereby
West Texas can receive assistance in
combating this problem: .Money spent in
such a cause would pay assured divi-
dends, not only to the farmec and ranch.
mad, but to the city-dweller - and to the
entire ec-)nomy of the state.
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^
AT HOME, IN U.S.

New Zealander Ta lks, Fr
By GARY COATES

SlandardbTimes Agriculture Editor

The United States isn't the
only nation with a meat price
freeze, nor is it the only nation
In which chemicals have been
banned.

Harry C. M. Douglas, North
American director of the New
Zealand Meat Producers
Board, arriving in San Angelo
Tuesday for a visit on the
Schleicher County ranch of
.Jimmy Powell reported that a
meat price freeze on lamb has
been In effect in New Zealand
for several months.

"The government set over
1,400 different prices on lamb
and mutton cuts," reported
Douglas. "It's a very com-
plicated thing," he said.

In setting the freeze,
Douglas said the government
dropped prices on mutton and
lamb two cents a pound. "The
government gives the two
cents back to the farmer," he
continued.

As far as the chemical ban
is concerned in New Zealand,
it differs slightly from that in
the United States in that there
are no predators in New Zea-
land and thus so chemical tox-
icants used to control preda-
tion. However, there is a ban
on DDT and other insecticides
in New Zealand.
Speaking of the sheep in-

dustry in New Zealand,

Douglas, reported that the
average "farm" Is two to
three thousand acres in size
and is stocked with approx-
imately 1,500 ewes and some
beef cattle.

"No pen feeding is done in
New Zealand and no additives
are used," said the meat
board director. "Al! the fat
lambs are range fed, with the
majority of them being
H a mpshire-Southdown
aosyes," he said.
"Our ranges have a lot of

clover on them and are
aerially fertilized each year."

According to Douglas, the
climate in New Zealand is
fairly temperate with the
average summer temperature
being 71I-80 degrees F. "We do
get some frost in the winter
but very rarely does it snow at
sea level. We do get snow in
the mountains, of course,"
said Douglas.

Most of the wool in New
Zealand is sold at auction with
no subsidy from the govern-
ment. "Most of our wool is of
the medium wool type, with
most of it going Into carpet
production," he reported.

The visiting New Zealander
reported that, as in Texas,
farmers in New Zealand are
short on labor and shearing
crews.
"Most of our farms are

family run," he reported.

The marketing e x r.
reported that sheep in
Zealand are shipped by
from family farms to ap
imately 36 large pai
houses located on the co;

"The meat is then Insp i
by the New Zealand De
ment of Agriculture. -
United States Departmei
Agriculture standards,
then shipped frozen paci
in primal cuts, by tmz
foreign markets," he saie

"The New Zealand
Producers Board has brat
in New York, Brussells,
don, and Tokyo, from v
we promote our products

Reporting that prices o
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exas Welcome
Howard Derrick of Eldorado, left, welcomes
Harry Douglas, North American director of the
New Zealand Meat Producers Board, to West
Texas. Douglas and his wife, Phyllis, are visiting
the Jimmy Powell family in Schleicher County.
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'4^est Texas Brush Control Told
It'-, tlrltN For the fawls in title

if IhP. most IntetltiiL'P.
-arrfullt'-vuntrnllcd ptYtgramz
'rer t•seruled Lo impr7rve
-hrmiral brush control in
I'exas and all indications are
he report card will be good.
The prn;;rarn indtroduced

'i) It it c) \ _'25 1f ixt ii re
terbrc•rrle to Texas ranchers
is a new hope fot'tx:tterchemi-
•al control of mesquite,
lrickly pear. tasajilin and
nany other tvp(-,s of brush In
t{711,
The -(-xperlimiltal" label

!xpired that year and
'ORDUN Wds not available
inder Federal EPA regis-
ration until 1972. Since then,
hnusands of acres have been
prayed with the new material
inder rigidly-controlled
,egulations designed to assure
roper and safe rise.•
C. F. Fisher of :he Texas

l.&Ni Agricultural b:.y,eriment
;tation at Lubbock, professor
n charge of field brush cantroE
esearch. cautioned ranchers
rack in 1970 against making
tasty judgement though
esearch had indicated ;;t'eat
^rnntlse. •':lfter three to five
'ears, the resprouting is done
.nd it is possible to calculate
not kill with some degree of
ertainty,"he said.
Those years have passed and

)ow sponsored a "flying brush
our" Wednesday to let news-
nen see results of both old and
ew TORDON 225 work- and
-ring them in contact: with
anchers who are using the
^lateriat.
The route included low-level

lights over some RO,ODU acres
f land sprayed with TORDON
25 on 13 ranches. In most of
lose pastures, flagging was
light and grass appeared
scetlent.
"Commercial work with

ardcm now runs inti) tile
unrirr'ds of thousands of acrRs
lid it confirms what nur
xpr•r'iments hoed earlier,,'
ird Dr. J. R. Grumbles, Dow
Nrbicide research specialist
('11V assigned to Mexico and
,r'enti)' based in Lubbock.
"Generally the root kill Is

sire as high with Tut'dnn as
i th 2. 4, he said.
Perhaps even more impnr-

tnl, lie addrd. the rnatPi'ia1
as proven dFat9iv on saVeral
pps of brush that 2, •1. a-'C
)es hut rantrnl. particrdariv

prickly pear, tasajillo and
huisache. -

In its continuing research in
the years since 1970, Fisher
said, Texas A&N.1 has found
that calves grazed on tipravod
pastures on numerous ranches
gain xO lb.& more than those on
adjacent unsprayed pasture in
one year's time.

7'nt'rlnn's passina Trade is
good news for ranchers looking
at tlre possibility of spraying in
1975 because, in much of West
Texas. 1<'isher.at s:

"This looks like the host yvar
We'ee ever hall for. spraying

as$nrrlinQ r1tN•mal
leaf riFti•olnnmPnt, lark of
t+'nrm datna;;e anrl fhn>tis.hkP
Ihat."

Both cattle and sheep running in 6,000-acre
pastured sprayed with TORDON 225 in 197•1 came
ihrough winter and into spring in better shape
than livestock on similar adjacent country that

. _ ._.. & .,, . ..-'s .. O^r ..

was riot sprayed, says James L. Po'
Eldorado. Here, some of his cattle move an
the dead and dying mesquite enjoying grass
has responded to treatment.

.. . ^ . ,. . ,.. .
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--• ^^_mum ce.L,,.,.^ua ..ovnty Lina Current Zone 4 director is George Brocluaan. Extension Service t)tty

Range Tour Hosts
Gov. Briscoe.

A range tour will be held on the
Jimmy Powell ranch near Eldorado
Thursday, starting at 9 a.m.

Following the tour, Governor
Dolph Briscoe will speak during an
afternoon program at historic, Fort
McKavett. Lunch will also be
served at the Fort, located about
six miles from the Powell ranch.
Chartered buses will be used to
transport people over the ranch and
to Fort McKavett. ,

Sponsors of the tour are The
Texas Section, Society for Range
Management; The Eldorado-Divide
Soil and Water Conservation
District; The USDA Soil Conserva-
tion Service; The University of
Texas System, and the Texas A&M
University System.

Powell is. carrying out an
extensive grassland improvement
program as well as a carefully
planned supplemental feeding pro-
gram based on laboratory analyses
of forage made by the Texas
Agricultural Extension Service.

As a result, carrying capacity on
the 11,800-acre ranch has more
than doubled.

Powell accelerated his grassland
restoration work in 1969 when he
worked out a detailed conservation
plan.

The plan, after being approved
by the board of directors of the
Eldorado-Divide Soil and Water
Conservation District, was used as
the basis for a Great Plains
Conservation Program contract
which Powell entered into with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.
GPCP is administered by the Soil
Conservation Service.

The plan called for about 10,200
acres- of tree dozing and range
seeding. It also called for
cross-fencing six pastures and
adding 26 new water developments,
including 9 windmills and two and
one half miles of pipelines. • Powell
now has 12 pastures on the ranch,
ranging in size from 300 yards to
1,300, acres, with a total of 34
livestock watering developments:

To date, Powell has increased his
stocking rate from 24 animal units
per section to 55 animal units per
section.

When deer -oa the ranch are,
included in . the calculations,
Powell's stocking rate hit an almost
unbelievable 60 animal units, per
section, or one animal unit to about
10.6 acres.

And that's in an area that
averages only about 22 inches of
rainfall per year. '

Powell runs sheep, cattle, Angora
goats, a few' Spanish goats, and a
string of horses. He uses a
modified short duration grazing

system on part of the ranch from,
about April 15 to about September
1.
Here's how the complicated

system works: After fall lambs and
sold in the spring--generally by
Easter or not later than April
15--some 2,700 to 3,000 head of
sheep from 12 pastures are grouped
into one herd and placed in one
pasture. (Actual livestock numbers
fluctuate according to range
condition). About every two weeks,
the sheep herd is moved to a•
different pasture In the rotation.

After calves are weaned in June
and July, some 270 to 300 cows are
also grouped into one herd and
placed - in the pasture immediately
ahead of the sheep.

About every two weeks, both
herds are moved again, with . the
cattle always ahead of the sheep.
After the pastures are grazed, most
of them are rested until September,
when the livestock are scattered
back into the 12 pastures on the
ranch.

But only about two-thirds ofthe
ranch Is grazed with this rotation:
The remaining one-third is rested
during April to. September period.

All livestock are fed supplemen-
-tal feed during the winter, although'
the amount depends on the
weather, amount of forage avail -
abler and other factors.

The cubed ration is formulated to
correct specific deficiencies reveal-
ed in the bi-monthly • forage
analyses made by the Texas
Agricultural Extension Service.

These tests have been made
regularly since 1971. Forage
collections are made by TAEX
personnel station at the San Angelo
Research Center and the Schleicher
County Agricultural Agent. Labora- •
tory analysis work is done by TAEX
personnel at Texas A&M Universi-
ty.

The Texas Agricultural Experi-
ment Station is also making some
bitterweed control experiments on
the Powell ranch, but results are
inconclusive at this time.
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TSGRA'S 1IMMIE POWELL

Rancher Needs 'T3xne-Stretcher'
.BY JAMES S. VANCE

alar•TMeRram Baneh aud Tnrm i?dnur

FORT i1eKAVETT• Sept. 21-
A fellow-rancher observed
James L. Powell and remarked,
"a time-stretcher is about the
only thing that would let Jim-
mie do any more for sheep and
, at ranchers and the wool and-o-
mohair industry."

Povs'ell Possesses a combina-
tion of business sense practical
experience, wea•!th, youth and
dedication.

As president of the Texas
Sheep and Goat Raisers Asso-
ciation, and with deep personal
conviction for a sound economy
with less government control.
Powell's efforts extend from
;:razing land of the Edwards
Plateau to- downtown Bo:ton,
center of the wool and mohair
market.

c ± a

POWELL, WITH a degree in
•;ushzess administration earned
tlt 1'tice University after a stint
zn the Navy, married Nancy
Hunt in 1959. This linked two
of the best-known ranching fam-
ilies in Schleicher and Sutton
Connties.

They left Sonora and San c1n-
;elo. where they lived to atr
tend high scbool, and moved to
a 17-section tract live miles
%vest of Fort bicKavett to settle
down to ranching and raising a
family. Lorrie is 2.

We fe!t that if Nye were go-
ing to ranch it was best to live
<m one," Powell explained.

They have Hereford and Au-
;us cattle for commercial calf
production, Rambouillet -open-
face sheep and Angora goats on
the Fort :Y1cTSavett ranch and
on another •14 section near Eldo-
rado. In addition Powell is in
partnership with Joe Bean and
Mort Mertz in another operation
near Ozona.

Powe'.1 stocks ranges with ]a
cows, afrl sheep and 30 goals
per section in an effort to im-
prove his ranges.

"I stock that low hec.u::,! it
offers higher utilization with-
out being detrimerrWl to the
^CSr35. " Powell said. "Also thoi
low rate is compatible with
wild game population. A census
showed about 60 deer per sec-
tion, and they are ir.clllsk;d.'00068

. . -,^..w,
--F1.nr^ rrlP.:•Bn1 hUdn

RELAXED RANCHERS - Jimmie and Fort SNicKavett. Porvcll is president of the:
ivancy Powell and Lorriu, Z. find time in Texas Sheep and Goat Ttaisrt•s :Cssal:i.:•

Sheep and ocii...a busy life to relax on their ranch near tinn.'I'hf x produce cattle,



Fort 4+for th Star--'Pele grmn

^ 9 e Experiment.
^^ ^ s Larnb Crop
FORT McKAVETT ( Spi)--- mental. synchromatic styro-

While. most sheep ranchers foam called GD Searle."
hope all their ewes will bear Powell raises cattie, sheep
a laitib--or' possibly twins-=, and goats on several thousand
each year, Jimmie Powell's . acres of land In Sutton and : :1
flock , has produced t h r e e Schleicher 'Counties.
lamb crops in two years. „„,,
"'We used a hormone-soak

"OUR I,qM13 CROP In No.
ed sponge insert to induce vember 1984 was 97 per centearly 'coneeption; ' Powell ex- and In AugNqst^5eptembea. 1969p^ained. "It's an e x p e r i- was 107 per cent," added

Powell. "The third Crop al-
ready is more than 8p per
cent and some ewes still are
lambing."

He said the 107 per cent last-
year was unusually good con-
sidering the breeding period':
to produce it lastedwell into
days with high' temperatures..
Gestation time for a ewe to
produce a lamb is' five

.months.
"With marked rams we

found that over 80 per cent of
the ewes with sponge Inserts
conceived in the first five
days of the mating periods in
January and February," he
said. "Breeding period also
was daring the lactation time •
and while ewes were nursing
lambs."

^ * P

POWELL SAID that even !
an 80 per -cent crop would in-:
crease lamb production by 40,
per cent this yeo.r. He said-It'
was entirely possible to get
100 per cent production from
the third, or extra, crop.

"The system would require
additional time with the flock,
but would not necessarily re-
quire employment of addition-
al labor nor closer surveil-'
lance of the flock," Powell.
said.

00069

3IMMIE POWELL ' _
. . , more lamb crops



This Texan gets the most out of what he has and so
can you!
By Steve Munday

T HINGS JUST DIDN'T add up.
How could two pastures produce

control, pasture and livestock manage- months, numbers have been reduced to
smaller lamb and calf crops than

the other 10 pastures when the m

meat - the total management concept
- has drawn the attention of ranchers

about 29 units per section.
The ranch had been operating sincean-

agement and supplemental feed prac-
tices were identical?

statewide. Field days and range tours of
the Powell Ranch have been sponsored

1934 with a continuous grazing program.
In the good years, mutton lambs were

James L. (Jimmie) Powell, 48, a
by the Texas Section, Society for Range
Management; USDA Conservation

held until spring, stock-increasing the stoek-
personable West Texan ranching 12,0008
acres between Eldorado and Mena d

,
'Service; University of Texas System;

ing rate for sheep by as much as 25 per
cent during the winter months In ther

near historic Fort McKavett, decided the
g e t3'

Texas A&M University System; Texas
Christian University ranch manage-

.

During the drouth of the 1950s, female•
Forage testing revealed the pastures

ment program, and other colleges and
universities stock was reduced to a level of 24 units

were indeed low in phosphorous, copper
.

per section, down from a high of about 70
and also protein during dry or dormant Powell was named "Man of the Year in animal units per section in 1942.
seasons. Armed with this information, Texas Agriculture" in 1978 for District 7 In 1970, the ranch was enrolled in the
appropriate changes in mineral supple- recently by the Texas County Agricul- Great Plains Conservation Program and
ments and feeding were made and pro- tural Agents Associaton. a range management plan, consisting of
duction increased.

That was several years ago and today
The Powell Ranch runs commercial

Hereford cattle, Rambouillet sheep, An-
a complete brush control program and a
modified short duration rotational graz-

Powell counts his forage analysis pro- gora goats and saddle horses. The stock- mg system, was begun.
gram among his most valuable man-
agement tools

ingrate has increased 129 per cent since All mesquite and other non-beneficial.
His work in this area as well as brush

1957 to a high in early 1977 of 55 units
per section. With the drouth in recent

plants were tree-dozed and reseeding fol-
lowed. Four years before, the range'was

Jimmie Powell of Eldorado, Texas, raises commercial Herefords, Rambouillet sheep and Angora goats on his Ft. McKavett
ranch.
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wise, above, a registered Hereford bull from the Virgil Powell
hard at Menard, Texas; top right, brush control and range seeding
have made the Powell Ranch more efficient; and, at right, typical

Hereford heifers doing well despite prolonged drouth.

fenced into approximately 1,000-acre
pastures and water was placed on each
halfsection..

"Before lambing in October, the ewes
were separated into pas"s, as were
the cattle before October calvi3ig. At this
time, livestock was spread over 12 pas-
tures equally and located for the winter,"
Powell says. "In the spring, usually Ap-
ril, lambs were weaned and ewes were
grouped and rotation began. One-third
of the ranch, four pastures, was desig-
nated for deferment for the growing sea-
son. The livestock were rotated every
two weeks through the remaining eight
pastures. In June, the calves were
weaned and the cattle joined the rotation
plan."

In 1976 a hay program for the cold
winter months was begun.

Round bales weighing approximately
1,500 pounds are put up on irrigated
fields in the summer and fed all livestock
during the most severe weather.

"With the coordination of brush con-
trol, range and livestock management
and the forage analysis-supplemental
feeding program, we have increased calf
shipping weight averages about 34
pounds from 10 months to eight months.
Lamb shipping weights are about the
same, but we are now able to deliver dur-
ing the Easter spring lamb market with
handy weights."

AUGUST, 1978

'': .-.^,r !"',:•a^`, ^ ^ ..n ~ . ^^ ^ ,^'%'t^'R!. h.:4

.4" i^lk '!l:+^IN[AI'^•`^' "s- _^

With forage analysis, Powell has seen
.an increase in variety and species of
wildlife, including bobwhite quail, deer
and turkey on the ranch. Calf and lamb
crops have increased 15 per cent, wean-
ing weights are up 15 per cent, wool
quality has improved with no fiber
breaks and the wool clean weights have
increased."

Extension range specialist J. Dan
Rodgers of San Angelo has worked
closely with Powell as have Jerry Swift,
Schleicher county agricultural agent;
Bob Steger, extension range specialist,
and Freddie J. Williams, district conser-
vationist, USDA, and he endorses the
forage examination program whole-
heartedly.

"The Powell Ranch demonstration
shows the need for continuing forage
monitoring for both quality and quan-
tity," he says.

As for other ranchers, he suggests, the
Powell Ranch can show them how to get
information on their own operations,
how to estimate forage quality values
and make better investment decisions on
range supplements.

The forage samples, collected at two-
month intervals year-round on each of
the 12 pastures and monthly during dry
or nutritionally stressful years, are
taken from valleys, shallow hills and low
stony hills. Analysis is made by the

`•.l'^^

Texas A&M University soil testing
laboratory at College Station and is free
through the Texas Agricultural Exten-
sion Service.

The forage analysis program provides
the following information to the rancher:

• The variations of plant material
available for livestock by pasture.

• The seasonal variations in quality of
plant material used by livestock.

• A monitor of forage quality from year
to year.

• The variation between sites (low
stony hills, shallow hills and valleys.)

• Provides a basis for feeding supple-
mental mineral and protein.

The information proved very valuable
in making a marketing decision this
spring. In 1977 the rangeland produced
only one-half the forage of the previous
year and by early 1978 growth had
dropped to only 5 per cent of normal.
This data coupled with projections for
continuing drouth taken from an inde-
pendent weather service to which he
subscribes indicated a need to reduce
livestock numbers or risk damaging de-
ferred grazing areas. A study of the
markets showed that both the lamb and
cattle market were high - unusual in
that they peak conversely in most years.
Powell elected to cut his cow herd in half
and to sell half of his flock. Interest rates
were going up, too.

37
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erage rainfall is 22 inches with about 15
inches occurring during the warm sea-
son. Drouth conditions since the fall of
1977 have altered this.

Vegetation on the ranch is quite typi-
cal of the Edwards Plateau with the
more important grasses being switch-
grass, several species of bluestems and
gramas, Indiangrass, wildrye, curly
mesquite, buffalograss and Texas win-
tergrass. Major forbs include orange
zexemenia, bush sunflower, mallows,
peavines and vetches, verbena, cone-
flower and some bitterweed. Trees in-
clude liveoak, shinoak, mesquite,
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juniper, prickly ash, hackberry, pecan
and redbud.

The hills have shallow soil underlain
by limestone and a rocky surface. The
valleys are typically deep, heavy soils.
The vegetation on the hills includes oak
and other trees in a savannah form with
grassy areas between. The valleys are
typified by larger oaks, mesquite and
mid-to-tall grasses. Weeds or forbs com-
prise a major component of this area.

Brush control has been a significant
project on the Powell Ranch since the
1960s. Until 1970, chemical control with
2,4,5-T was used with limited success on
root kills. In the 1970s mesquite, cedar,
algarito and prickly ash were tree-dozed

(Continued on Page yB )
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Managing the Whole Ranch
(Continued from Page 39)

with a D-5 Caterpillar. The tree-dozed
pits were seeded to a mixture of sideoats
grama, Kleingrass and green sprangle-
tflp. A limited amount of weeping love-
grass and plains bristlegrass was also
used.

Powell settled on tree-dozing as the
most feasible method of brush control for
four reasons: (1) Desirable browse was
left undisturbed for wildlife and esthetic
value; (2) desirable native grasses and
forbs such as vine mesquite, Texas win-
tergrass, bush sunflower and orange
zexinenia are left to add variety; (3) less

ground disturbance resulted in smaller
concentrations of bitterweed, and (4)
tree-dozing provided better control of
mesquite on the clay loam sites than
rootplowing.

A grubbing attachment on a farm
tractor will be used to control resprouts
of mesquite, he says. Approximately 85
per cent of the ranch was tree-dozed.
Some liveoak and other desirable species
were left in this area to provide cover for
deer.

Short duration grazing was first
begun on the ranch in early 1965 after
Powell saw firsthand its success in a
nine-inch rainfall area of South Africa.
Vegetative improvement was apparent
in South Africa with grazing neriodc nf

OMEGA --- The Last Word In Herefords

CIRCLE H L1 DOMINO 745 ,
Our Newest Herd

Bull Prospect
A TOP C6WHERD BEING SERVED BY ONE OF THE BEST

YOUNG BULL BATTERIES IN THE COUNTRY, INCLUDING -
CIRCLE H Li DOMINO 745 CIRCLE H Li DOMINO 742 JHR TK DOMINO 122FNHR BRITISHER 2241 BRITISHER PR 2516 FAIRWAY PR Z11DR BIG TRACT SH REAL TEX ONW 113 HAYES D4 H457CHF SAM DONALD H443 DELTA SAM DONALD 5419 LHF PERFORMER 3322

MC ADVANCE 4719 OXO Lt PROPHET 1018

Females For Sale at the Ranch -
Pairs and Bred and Open Heifers

J. M. GILFOIL JOHNNY GILFOIL
Owner P.O. Box 389, Greenville, Texas 75401

Phones: 318/574-3462, home Phones: 214/455-8528, home
_ 574-3628, office 455-5071, office

'' At the Ranch • 60 BULLS and 25 HEIFERS
• bred to Circle H Li DOMINO 745
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r no more than two weeks, followed by
adequate deferment.

f Powell's initial system was operated
similar to the South Africa system with
all sheep and cattle grouped into one
herd and rotated through eight pastures.
This plan was modified in September
1966 after Powell noticed a drop in lamb
and calf weaning weights. To avoid
stress, lambing dates were moved to fall
so that the short duration grazing could
be done primarily in the growing season
with dry stock.

The plan has been successful and
Powell says these are the advantages:

• Development of vigorous grass plants
with ability to respond more quickly to
less moisture and rest than areas grazed
continuously.

• Concentration of livestock reduce
labor and observation.

• Less maintenance of windmills and
equipment.

• Brush control in conjunction cuts
back on labor.

• Flexibility. Perhaps the most impor-
tant item. Can react to market within
one week.

Powell does see some disadvantages,-
, Initially, the investment for cross-

fencing and water facilities requires
large investment.

• Danger from overgrazing is great.
• Rotation of offspring with dams tends

to stress younger calves.
Basically, the system works this way:

Four of the rangeland pastures are de-
ferred from about April 15 until Sept. 115.
This deferment is rotated among all 12
rangeland pastures in order to give each
pasture a full growing season deferment
once every three years.

Each year, around April 15, all of the
fall lambs are weaned and dry ewes are
placed in one herd and rotated through
eight pastures on two-week intervals.
Calves are also weaned from first calf
heifers and generally placed in one herd
along with mature cows with heifer
calves. The cattle are also rotated
through eight pastures at about two-
week intervals ahead of the sheep. Cows
and steer calves are placed in two pas-
tures generally until June or July, when
the steer calves are weaned. At this
time, these cows are grouped with other
cows and this basic rotation of two
weeks' grazing by one herd of cattle and
two weeks grazing by one herd of sheep
continues until about Sept, 15. At time o
tagging (around Sept. 15) cattle an
sheep are generally spread into all I
pastures.

The ability to make adjustments whe
necessary in the basic system has been
major reason for the success of the Po•
all Ranch. The basic system is illu
trated in this article.

Another big factor in the rancl
smooth operation is water. In 1961 Po,
ell had eight windmills, but he km
with the short duration grazing syst,

ruF r•-errr aru 00073



more water would be needed. In 1965 he
began adding nine more water wells. In
addition to the wells, he has 34 water
troughs and 2.5 miles of water pipelines.
There is a water trough for every 320
acres.

Additionally, he has 29 miles of cross
fences constructed when he sliced up his
ranch into 12 pastures between 300 and
1,300 acres.

Bitterweed presents a major problem
in the western Edwards Plateau area
and Powell has his share of the problem.
A cool-season annual, it poisons sheep.
Drouth and unusually cold weather is
reported to make bitterweed more toxic.
Death losses in sheep from bitterweed

poisoning average i to 6 per cent annu-
ally throughout the area.

Good grazing management like Powell
practices is one of the most effective
methods of avoiding the bitterweed prob-
lem. However, reduced cover of desirable
forages due to periodic drouths and un-
timely short-term over-use can result in
bitterweed problems.

On the Powell Ranch, oil field loca-
tions are watched closely for introduc-
tion of bitterweed and other noxious
plants. Livestock sprayers are used for
spot spraying to control localized infes-
tations and some bitterweed is pulled by
hand. A bitterweed wash is required of
all oil field equipment before entering

HEIRVE'S THE REASON

we've stayed in business 50 years

Happy Hereford Ranch Happy Hereford Ranch Bulls
Walter Graham, We try to meet the
Owner • 806/655-2660
Nolon Henson • Needs of the

806/655-4613 or 764-3320 Commercial Cattleman
Happy, Texas 79042 as well as the Registered

Breeder.
• Headquarters on as-
phalt farm road 168, GET HAPPY, TOO!
half -way between Um-
barger and Nazareth.

-^

D

4@1 1 E )
A cordial welcome D
awaits you at
the ranch. HAPPY, TEXAS
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the ranch. In 1976 and 1977 Powell used
broadcast aerial spraying of 2,4-D ester
at one pound per acre on several pas-
tures.

The mineral supplement includes salt,
phosphorous, calcium, sulphur, trace
minerals, molasses, fat, vitamin D, flavor
and coloring and is the same for both cat-
tle and sheep except sulphur is deleted
for the cattle ration.

Powell fertilized several pastures in
1973 with an application of 100 pounds of
30-0-0 and 26-13-0 per acre. An increase
in crude protein was experienced for only
a few months. However, he did note the
fertilized pastures remained greener for
a longer period of time during the fall
and green-up occurred earlier the next
spring on these pastures. While produc-
tion figures were not compiled, there was
an increase in forage production as a re-
sult of fertilization, Powell says.

Livestock were held on the fertilized
pastures twice as long as usual and as
much vegetation remained on the pas-
ture at'the end of this grazing period as
was usually found, he adds.

Powell runs ranches south of Eldorado
and north of the Fort McKavett ranch
under much the same program. The
brushwork has been more chemical and
mechanical there and the Hereford cows
are bred to registered Angus bulls
purchased from reputation herds.

Powell, a director of the Texas ant-
Southwestern Cattle Raisers Associa
tion and member of the Executive Can
mittee, was born in San Angelo and edu
cated at Rice University, where he re
ceived a bachelor's degree in businee
administration. He did graduate work i
finance and economics at the Universit
ofTexas. Powell served in the U.S. Nav
during the Korean conflict.

A past president of both the Texa
Sheep and Goat Raisers Association an
the National Wool Growers Associatio:
Powell was a member of the Secretary
Agriculture's Technical Advisory Cor
mittee for Multilateral Trade Negoti:
tions in 1975. He is recipient of the Ou
standing Conservationist Award of tl
Eldorado-Divide Soil and Water Cons
vation Board.

Powell is married to the former Nai
Hunt and they have two daughters, Lo-
and Victoria. n

Barber Brahman Dispersal
197 lots averaged $702

Auctioneer: Stanley Stout

Glenn Barber's Complete Dispersal
Sale June 24 at Jasper, Texas, saw 197
lots gross $138,295.

Cloverdale Cattle Co. of Animas, N.M.,
bought IW 411, the high selling bull, for
65,000. RS Lady Rex Manso sold to
Humber Cattle Co. of Liberty, Texas, for
^2.000.

Volume buyer of the sale was Charlie
)ial of Orange, Texas.

THE CATTLEMAN 00074



J immy Powell possesses a unique
perspective of agriculture. As cur-

rent president of the Texas &
Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association
and past-president of the Texas Sheep &
Goat Raisers' Association, Powell
understands that both industries share
common obstacles and goals. Foremost,
explained the Fort McKavett ranchrnan, is
the need to educate the public on three
basic subjects - food safety, environment
and animal rights.

"Food safety is a concern to me because
the people who are criticizing American
agricultural products do not understand
the inspection systems and procedures
companies go through to clear vaccines
and chemicals before using them on
animals," Powell said. "The system is
much more sophisticated than it was even
five years ago but we still get criticism. I
see it as an educational challenge to in-
form the public on safety and inspection
procedures to ensure our food is safe."

Environment, Powell explained, is an
issue "all Americans are involved in."
And again, he said, an education of the
populace concerning responsibility and
operating procedures ranchers use as
"custodians of the land" should be made
known.

"Ibere are pollution problems which are
basically industrial," Powell said. "But
we in agriculture should be concerned and
should help find solutions."

Animal rights is another area in which
Powell believes some of the general public
is mis-informed.

If the population in this country is to con-
tinue to grow and be strong, Powell said,
agricultural producers must continue proj
viding their commodities.

"Animal rights activities want to reduce
harm to animals but that is virtually im-
possible if we're going to raise animals for
food. And there are other issues concern-
ing animal rights activists, like inhumane
treatment to dogs and cats. But the type of
research being carried out is necessary if
we are to strive for a disease-free world,"
Powell said.
He also feels the cattle industry is mak-

ing progress in breeding the kind of lean
cattle the public demands and certain
health issues are being successfully ad-
dressed.

The food safety issue has guided the beef
producer in the development of a leaner,
more muscular animal that will gain more
efficiently with less fat, Powell said. That
beef animal has evolved in a relatively
short period of time, he added.
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Powell Sees Need for Public
Education on Cattle Issues

Ranchman James L. Powell addresses
agricultural concerns.
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Jimmy Powell with Ramboufllet rams and Hereford bulls at the family ranch on the banks of Clear Creek,
near Menard, Texas.

"Packers are still getting some car-
casses they have to trim but every year
better feeder steers are being bred to
make it less costly for the packer and
retailer to merchandise," he said.

Traditional breeds such as Herefords,
Angus and traditional English breeds are
undergoing a rapid change in carcass
quality, he said, to produce a larger,
leaner animal which is nearer what the
consumer wants.
"Crossbreeding is an important ingre-

dient in producing fed cattle for
slaughter," Powell said. "Herefords and
Angus are being crossed with Salers,
Brahman, Charolais and various other
breeds that produce the large, lean car-
cass the public wants. The crossbreeding
program was impressive and effective in
the early stages when we needed to change
the carcass composition of those tradi-
tional breeds. Today our packers like to
finish steers at 1,200-1,250 pounds and
those carcasses fit well into the boxed beef
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trade. Some exotic breeds are finishing in
the 1,600 pound range and those are too
large."

However, Powell added, those larger
carcasses are being marketed to the
Japanese who require more fat and
greater marbling.

"I would guess that in time the Japanese
will begin looking at the cholesterol issue
in the future and demand there will also
drift toward leaner carcasses," he said.

Powell said the beef industry is develop-
ing an export program that this year "has
added a couple of dollars per hun-
dredweight" to feeder calf prices.

"Cattle prices are now close to parity
and that is an economic condition which is
necessary if the cattle industry is to be a
viable industry in this nation," he said. "I
would not believe the price of beef would
decline into figures much lower than they
are now because of strong demand, low
numbers and strength of producers,
feeders and packers in the industry today.
I foresee six to eight years of good to stable
prices in the beef market while cow herds
are being re-buiit. Ranchers will keep
their replacement heifers, also reducing
the available supply in the market, enhan-
cing the ultimate price of the feeder
animal."

Agriclutural financing also concerns
Powell. Commercial banks (holding com-
pany banks, in particular) are moving
away from agriculture, he said, due to the
lack of "experience lending officers and
onerous regulations."

"Regulations are demanding almost
solely a cash flow requirement rather thap
adequate equity and character of the bor-
rower before a loan can be made," Powell
said. "Those regulations have permeatea
every end, including PCAs, Federal Land
Banks and insurance companys so that if
you're unable to achieve an adequate cash
flow in any period, your loan becomes
severely criticized. This process has
limited credit to a great host of young peo-
ple who would like to go into agriculture
and has limited the expansion of currently
profitable operations. Those conditions
have limited the number of buyers and
buyers' ability and in the final analysis
reduced value of land."

Survivors in agriculture, Powell
believes, will be those agriculture enter-
prises that have the ability to diversify
within agriculture.

"Current income tax laws that imple-
ment the passive income features effec-
tively eliminate diversification by
agricultural enterprises into other types of

Jimmy and Nancy Powell at their ranch near Fort
McKavett, Texas.

non-agricultural business," he said.
"That's an aberration of free enterprise
and the free market concept and it will
hurt the future of capital development in
this country. The small producer who is
operating on a minimum economical unit
today will witness a need to enlarge his
operation to generate an increased cash
flow to bear the cost of these future
onerous regulations. The only part in the
economic system that could change that
would be for ag commodities to achieve a
higher price plateau and maintain it. An
increase of 30 percent in commodity prices
would need to be realized."

Powell said agricultural producers dif-

fer from manufacturers in the sense that
manufacturers can cover their costs by in-
creasing costs to the consumer but in
agriculture, "producers are price-takers
and have little ability to become price set-
ters."

The Powell family is involved in
numerous ranching operations in West
Texas and, besides raising finewool sheep,
Powell maintains herds of commercial
and registered Herefords. Powell also has
a herd of Angus cows in Nebraska and an
interest in wishbone Herefords.

Powell continues to use the same
Hereford bloodlines used by his father,
Virgil Powell, who died in 1988. Virgil
Powell began raising registered Hereford
cattle in 1955.

Powell and his wife Nancy reside on
their ranch between Eldorado and
Menard. The couple has two daughters,
Victoria and Lorrie. Powell's mother,
Johnnie Dell, resides in San Angelo. q
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dames l'0%vr11, speaking to !
Inerabrrs nn the bnw
Chemical Company brush tnur.
who were visiting his Thomson
Ranch country, said he has
received over average rainfall.
on the ranch for the last three
years; "We have received up
to six inches or more already
this year." he added.

:1 staunch soil and wati.r
ronsc+rvalionist and hrdrPVPrIn
Irasturr rTlation syu.enrF. he
said trP rrsPC a 12-paslurP
rnlatinn mstern on the ranch,
which allciivs the land to rest •
one-third nf the time.

"it'e have some c•nuntrY
u•hieh has not h.uul ,itlti• rirtuvh
control or brush eradication
work dur4e on it and we ulacrrl
some calves on it at the same
time we placed a like,number
on the sprayed country. They
%s(-re the same kind of cattle,
IIIC? sat., 11Pight and

nvPr•yfhiug, and Me sprayFi.1
area as given ns more forage
and grass and the calves have
done much better," he
explained. '

hoK•eli said he Iras Ixyn
ypl•tr, N•wl; his vadllr rrcenllv,
,ince the heel files have been
pretty bail In the area.
"F ortuntely, ►r•e have not had
any screwworms. III fact,
Schleicher County has njit had
a tllisy a^headded,
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Retracing history
Students follow
historical icon's
trail by wagon

By MATT PHINNEY
mphinr.eyosastandardtimes.tom

or 659-8253

SCHLETCHER COUNTY
-'Bill Coate .xruld drive his
smdent, acro^s Texas in a

n or seboot bus.
They coa11 stay la warm

mutels and an[ in inexpen-
sive reataurnas.

But th.it t.ouldn'tLe near-
1Y.11.3 tnnch L'un.

;,ntl 18 iuacriena,
L.lif.lUlaen.a are 61, 7:'iltE;

r..in ra. I culd
tunr tiu^., co rat. ace - In
.•ever _A: et,ir t, • -- thc 6 t.:ps of
William K Hufi. who left
Toxas in the 1040s and tot-
lowed the mob west in
search of gold. H,tff didn'L
Mid riatu :, but lie calleatcd
a trc: stue a;•a m metao-
i•i^t: [k;. s...y,itiar,.,lo.it:

r LLar tia racnritotl
in a cu a

9'aa diary Is a ruad map
for the,:Iadera Method AVag-
on Train that ln t;c.n •urottnd
ET Paso on Jrn. 4 and will
end Jan. 27 near Houston,
Where Huff di:xl. On Tnea-
daT; tli:j group rotle from Big
Lake to the Six rJile Ranch
lust test of Port AIcKavutt,

Thu taain will go to Fort
McKavett today and will be
in and around Mena:d until
Friday

Fort i►lclzavett is 48 miles
southeast of San Angelo.

Fourteen Reagan County
middle school students
Joined the wagontr;,in Tues-
day, and 1Ienard studenta
will join the trail touay.

Coate, 64, said he wants
the students to be part of a
"collective critical thinking
experiment" tvhere middle
school students taite a doctor-
ate-level topic and "see what
they can do with it." He's
impressed with the results.

"I want the students to
understand what pioneer
life was like," said Coate, a
sixth-grade teacher. "They
learn some life lessons such Aaron Nlichalewicz of Big Lake and All Spina of Madera, Calif., shared a ride in the leadassotnetimeswelose inclvi- wagon of the Madera Mathod Wagon Train on Tuesday as they followed the trail ofiized life, and you have to Texas gold prospector William Huff. The trail went across James Poweii's Six Mile Ranch

Please see STUDENTS,
off State Highway 190 west of Fort McKavett. "This is about being able to say, '1've

Pa
experienced life in a way you can'tfrom a book," Spina said about retracing Huff's trail

9e 5A across Texas to the California gold fields of the 7840s.
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STUDENTS:' Trip has been Tough', fun
Continued from page IA

just keep on going- This puts
a little seat knowledge with
that head knowledge."

Frady Cisneros, 11,
already has learned some life
lessons along the trail. He
said the ride has been excit-
ing and "fun when it's not
cold.,, Two weeks riding in
the back seat of a wagon also
has taught the California boy
patience.

"Sometimes it's rough, and.'
sometimes it's smooth," he
said. 'But iYs been mostly fun
so far and interesting to see
the same things someone else

"saw 100 years ago.
Jacob Sheeter,ll, said the

hat he as beenamazed at the beau-
tiful scenery in West Texas.
William Coate, Bill Coate's
grandson, said the trip has
been rough and cold but fun
for the.most part.

The wagon train keeps as
close to Huff's original trail
as it can and has even ridd
in limestone ruts,believed to
u 1eft long ago by Huff's

party Coate said.
The wagons twice have

been moved in a trailer; once
on the Guadalupe Mountain

madeRange when high winds
the trail too treacherous, and

{he waning days of hunting
season made passing through
a large ranch too clangerous,
Coate said.

The group is traveling in
five covered wagons, and cow-
boys and cowgirls from
Madera and other ranches are
providing support. The Texas.
Parks and Wildlife Service
also is helping wlth the wagon
train:

The ceraven's progress can
be monitored from the
agency's Web site at
wavs^•.tpwd.state.tx.us.

Coate came into contact
with Huff's diary while
working on another trail
ride. Coate said he is fasci-
nated by the country's mig^-
tion west in the 1800s and
immediately was interested

en by the diary,
In the diar Huff wr

F.ut his ilienda Stepheno abo

Austin, William Travisrsand
Jim gowie, three

=read

the Texas Revolution. The
diary also contains a map of
the battle of San Jacinto,
Coate said.

After the war, Huff fol-
lowed the gold rush west He
later died Penniless in Hous-
ton, Coate said.

What he left behind for
histories has Proven Price-
less to Coate and his stu-
dents. The-caravan will con-

-duct a ceremony Jan. 25 On
the Capitol steps in Austin,
Coate said.

The trailwi7l end Jan.27 in
Houston with a graveside
service at Huff's grave.

Texas and California stu-
dents, who are writingjour
neLs along the route, will Pub-'
lish a c411ection.of their jour
nat entries,, Coate sai^.

. "I think some of we educa-
tors have our sights set way
too low," he said. "I think

^hsthese e give them ocra edi fo
more

r.Ii
you don it expect much out 01

s them, then. You won't gel
much, I don't think."

...... ... ..r-- - °
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A'moving experience ' Your health exam c]
Corning face to faoe.with'afl your bebngings is new. ., Jane Greig explains what medica
t^Y 11F8&ARiS required for each decade of your

Amcri am$tatcsm

50qents :State ;,•:St3te5R.tdp.Com. 3r..,1A ZoA,S

Drug w", lays siege t® border town :;. ^Cl^tl
Resldent8 W on. ma>t^um alert 8ftex' MBlhcen ^P^' ^^ tbe eomt^^ Weraen'kapt taem walting ouk
leaders send poliieto quell viotence in-prlsons •^Pruo^^^ ^d ^^p^e, the nott

^t^nm.
ByMaryLaoP6d[el

1'A^^'t6iemantb.hesenttha Emdmuchwlteatbeyf'inallvgot '

91

^^^^
Prlson, Putting residents • CIA army Wto'.a^fed9cal prBsa.out• ins[de,•' 16 btives, -a• eaw, stz tikede Fe:• r.aitopotrr6rArv • edge. eide Me>dooCity.!On PYMag computer diskettesi^ six•fim;•

AReb, aft guards were found hro. opa took over the ?ederal. 'eut0eus;flvepaiisofsciasorsemil MexkOYpreS-
MATAMOSU9. Tamatiitpae tomdered ontsLle the "on PrlsontaGwpdalqis¢a: 1QPa^ofsneslcere•wlUtalioe• Identsayshe t^.

-FedoralPOf^oe Wit>zantomaqc laet week: Bnsldent• Vicmte The actim<•bad ailxed results laces.> acee'areproh{tilted, doesn't want

in bi

rllies endse tiuwigL town ia Fog tntensffied his efforts to ftt Matambr®ih}9^^ week. YYhen. . ,'l4ie da>ty nowspaper in town . Interference In
Pickups,andhelfoqpfeisQyover Imposaorder-an warring drug faderatessltowedupatSBaa.m: Irdems]af-
thetae>3mamsecurlqfederal lards whoLave.operatedwith tosearchthofac9lty:thaPrJwit"Seea011MV11,bachpage fairs.

of El

It5 been alodg dmeslrlce drtvets h6e.eaon0ntere8 apt
Creek low-water'CO6ssiog on Door Xepiane near•San

Trees aie being razed so.SanAngelo ranches;agahn rnot th•rive
' By. Ad-Prloe
AM910Ga$PA18SA4Y7arAPR

The questionesl sciencenf eload .
^ ^ = - _ ' ,• -,sedding gets.little sepport,-AIL

-AN•t4NGEliA - 14ie qld
c in

13owe1Labout;70 an acre. butthe
^•"• •

est nann hers theee
,

S

."' stafepays7operceuto^theoost.It
parts say-tLe only trees

:Hereahalf^tentotyagoon
'

1g one way Pmtrile P9re13lm•
deiwt}tyenyY9hitsageRdes

.ebe^assyaavatma6wpre
the3iecanaendili0iVeoakettiat Promise to remake me earth and

:.'sldea o^ddswl^B:opPtt cotwtFg:,
ffitt'sl^^.'tiy.'tlw liatil[8of,ctreeks. .Witti 8 f•rom63naiitin :'oR:^;etiel .andrlvers.Thuseez8eksereloqg .

herblcide ^spt?yJu6 `an3' wlde• dry.'an^.TL®,.hees that fed upr^••.? .:• spleadgr'atitiing(tl^mtneforthetltem'erd'paic^ed and mtted.•It.;;,
•wsstheana¢liidas^petltaad2th9"

. eacavatoYs wotk),•aheacipg (in
: which a macldne with-gigantic Imasqide and o3dar that. ex,

Laftsbed tW ^lanQ af^rater, that
" . scissors -cuts 'down trees)^ or

c)Lai i (Cmwdedoutthepr9tlegrassand
evenqtaliy atarved-Dte' oompett=

n ng an enormous
battTesWpanehor r^e1^q 1s •tied

Jantes P,owell anQother: rexas ranchers are expected to pay 3D pgrcenh,, between twu bulldozera whfclttfon. .. ,
oftAebmsh,ctearingcost,ahdtorecoup that mor^ywtthlnadewde. proceedtomaulaamatitocest)the

Now deep within the denae,
stuv^ry farsst ot' insraelves that

. state bopes to suppress mesquite
whiny h•enzy, the giant machine •wlIlbelettfartertaites'orsetaHre, and ceder in 91D,.OOg acres or'has t•akea root on.the. ranch of

. ,.sum each tree just.bel osd.f2a•an:, • and,ffiadecadsorso,tLegreases about 1,400 square miles 'dn theJamespowell,aloneeYeavatorts
restoring Iaag-tost grasslands

,
kles,scoopeitinttiepinandh1upeGID retwrn-- aad, PN'haps, tbe San Angelo area alone. It has
ittotltegromA'X+aUenlreF911ft t -,

• one-tree at a tima Swivellngln a

• •

wa er.
a.ewath of 1aac5bte tracks. They • Hrash clleatence. will cost See LAND, A12

•'+ ',

va"narrsrartlntit' IN BUSINESS I WEATHER F T,4-;;r:'R •^

5 ex^anagera
shell companii

By Rebut Elder
AY9IIXYJWTAILLYM^RbT

Five former mam
• maneees Tens' elm
work o[sl>elI oompe
millf^forworktBe
Genetat thxgAbbat

Abbott amlWmce
the five former' nt:
eontractorattheEb:

• Tame, the not-lbri
8mdedbyfeestlnmc

• a month on averag.
viders. such as 6ust

ERGOT oversees
transmission lines

• atNbnaustomerst
Theindotments;l

County g^and jurq,
'•man wayTttng'L A cr

: ;bille^Itl.tegiidopera

MR", AT

On stapeNnan.cotr
with thts stary anl[nt

As e:^e4
day ^.e
= h^ei

By Wry [aplow
YAE¢N^'nafLW STMV

BAGHDAD, Iraq
national elections,
barricades sprouts
centers, a^arking il
locattons where vo
cast thelr.ballots SL

Iraq's first 4ej
alwdon in decades
fold under martial I
surgenta continu
bloody cempafgn to

At least five U.S.
slain Friday. A U.
helicopter crashed

See1RAQ, Al0
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R
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In West Zlaxas, a ,battle -against nature to restore searce water
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LANDOWNER INSPIRED BY SOUTH AFRICAN GRAZING PROGRAM

ON THE DOUBLE
Rancher plans to multiply
land's production capacity

Its back to the httureforJinun#e ....
Powell, who expects to clear the Perry FNppip ;
remtainingme^uita juniparandcac•
tue #Yom his 83.i)00•acte Pecan Craek editor emeiss
Ranch next yeac

Powell. Part president of the Texas ^^
and Southwestern Cattle Raisers; Asso• or 659-8217

dation as -
Coming well^past

president men-Albei-tLeath and Jack Frost

Monday .. 011he T#teEwinQBtoth,ersbought the

Aloakataker
Tares ranch farFS3,5tlp.and, later, John

tbe
Sheepand WiliisJohueonpaid 82011.flooin19D3

^ ^̂̂ Goe[Rtir -iip^acrB.
ersAssoai• Accgtiris^theDOOrKeymada
atiwt, Johtmon#uetugestiarulownerin7tam
Intends to Green Count% with more than 90.Otitl

doublethepaoductiontaipacityof acrss.R'lwranch remained inJohnson
native rangeland by routing livestock famityhandsfor nearly a centur7
within 326atae "paddocks.- Now all of the Johnson ranch hold.

Powell to the latest rancher to in®sbave poesd Into new hands,
bald title to part of the former Door The economic objective in any
Key Ranch, which was founded in
IM by a pair of St. Louis business- Please see PERNY, Page 7A

Ranch evolves with the times
When "Tip" Van Court went to

work at the Door Key Ranch In 1957.
the boas sent him to round up29Osrib
horses - a dangerous job suited only
for the bold or the foolhardy.

"They had suffered terribly
through the drought," he recalled,
explaining how corrals were built
around water to trap the cagey
steeds.

After 27 days and one terrifying
encounter with a rampaging stallion,
he shipped the last of the herd, no
longer fit for ranch use, to a dog food
factory in California.

"Looking bark now, It would have
been much kinder to kill thm" Van
Court continued, somberly "It was an
exciting experience but not one of my
favorite memories."

Van Court, 79, and his wife of 87
years, Riitie, still live on the ranch
where she was reared. Her father.
uncle and grandfather first leased 2D
sections of the Door Key in 1825, fol-
lowing the death of pioneer John
Willis.iohn3ort,wbo bought the ranch
In 1909 for=1 an acre tgM,0e0}.

Please see CHANCVS Page 4A

Leon Johnson smiled back at his cousin, Scott tlht and grandfather
Jimmie Powell as the three shared a funny moment during the Powell
Hereford Sale at Six Mile Ranch, near fort McKavett.

? 4A - San Allgelo Sizvldard-Iimes - Sunday, November 6. 2005
SanAnselaStandardYSmes.com

00087

Rancher Jimmie PowaN's plans to maximize his ranch land's productivity include killing waterhagging trees such as mesquite and asha
juniper, then burning the stumps and grassland. He intends to have 100 pastures supplied with water that cattle can fora" on for five days
every six months.

STANDARD •TIGS£S PHOTO BY ARTHUR SPRAGG



(CHANGES: Ranch Me hasn't changed much in 100 years1 11
Coaftued from Page 7A ductive psopie andnewldees. Pay 80 percent of the coat to ranch "It was romantic , and it

TheVanComYS'lease ended Yetspeople buying^
clea

6a
pe^en^t(hbeextra 6percent

was fan. We loved It. took a
special kind ers Ioaalityto

when Johnson's
heirs sold theAoarBeytoSan

home cites - presumably In
search ofsolitude -arebuild-

serving asanIncentive tekeep
Iieestookofftt<e]andforatleast

dotHat".
$abptfarpiakopainsteadofAngelo real estate developer

Joelie t ill
Ing houses next to htghwaye, a 6p dsb's). wagons, he said, reach lifabas-ar e .

HeartsiIlsaid bewill retain
strange phenomenon to recbt-
etve ranchers such as Van

Van Court has calculated
that hecanposh 240 heesinan

n't changed much in those 100
yearsthe 4,686-acre headquarters

ranch, 14 miles southeast of
Courtwboprlretheirprivaac

The most beautiful part of
hour-e6ontanyae•

"Multiply that by four
We managed (Door Key

Ranch) the best we could withSan Aqeelo. He has no plans to
eeIIthat ranch.

the DoorI{ax he add, is along
the high bluff west of D.S.

Yeats," he said. •Tbat'e a lot of
hem,Ifeach tree drlolmJ t

the resources we bed," he call.
tt L"W Il " ^"The Van Courts can live

there as long as they want"
83ghw4277,wiMsmselsare
apeaacu>asBeiowthe W4 the

us a
handful of water, that's an
ocean of water that we're not

oue< ea lovedtheiaod.
Some lessees are kill bitter

about the ranch being add forfieaa•fsiRaafd oitingthetbrmer
opetator'seatensiveimowledge

South Concha Rivorflows Into
7winButtesReservotc

iosfng."
Peopiamightmduoderstaod

real-estate development, but
iran Court eeld he doesn't feelof the ranch. Anotherfawrite am of his the siggaitiraace of brash dear- that wagIasload VataCom-twbetherit

saddened him to see the his.
1s the mesa-topped hills; In the
southwestern•most part of the

tag until they see streams ran,
ning again, such as Pecan

'We:vebeeti spSortunate to ^
enjoy this place for 60-some,toricDoorSeybeingsoldpfeoo-

meaifiordevel_...r
At first I was littl

ranch near Ciuistovai, which
Includes the highest spot in
Th C7 C

Creek which haa flowed this
yearfortho8rsttlmesSnoil9p,

ihmgyeais "besald "It'spmob-
ably timetbatOttmrpopleget +, a e

depressed about seeing it cat
"

m ieen omty
"rho terrain is totally dl%r-

Recalling theprimitive can.
ditions in which his grand6a-

anopya4uniili
"Time can't stand still It's 'he told me, "but now, as Iau

seewhat'sbeingdone,rmmara
ent," said Van Court stM csptl-
vatedbyitsnatural beauty

ther drove cattle to the rail-
heads,VanCourt turned sentt-

.
got to move on. I hope I Yet to
live toseeitallwqcf$ont°excited and grateful that rm

beiega®aIlpartof it^
'W dream was to got all the

brush off of it," he continued.
°

mental about the often-bush
and alwqys-lonely Hfe on the -Perry FiippinSIX a week, he drives a l^ooeptforfiveeectioos,IOotft

bulldozerex pushing noxious all off three times. Every time
tuashfromtheraarhthatonce rdgetitoMitwonldgetdrgand
ran 1,000 cows andlo,d00sheep we'dr+moatafmoneyaadhave
andgoata. to stop: it would come back -

'Now it's going to have, zew tbicka•tbanevar
-orneeid9zwv,"I^seid. "IwasJustdifppfngatitWa

'TmamasedthatpeopbTae didn`tbavetheticmncfaLability
interes0ed," Van Covert con- lode eoough acrea to mst@ any

v.o+.two^ll sit diffe^ance. With thah tha W.I.shelp.

otto Run
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Rancher: Agriculture needs incentives

a Îp

U4
\evlew'0_,,

S•T pkoto byMlke Howell
West Texas rancher James Powell talks about agribusiness during
Preview 193 at Angelo State University Tuesday.

won at Angelo State Universdy. it (th:triatogprlceswere)onpoPUlar,
was epooaored by the an government subsidies were hi.
San AngebAlmaniAasociatloaan
the San Angelo Chamber of

ttlatedtoke^'thefamIlyiarmetin
Dedaeaefeproduceanabupdance,^

Commerce. he said. -
Powell explained U.S. farm

policy came in rWonae to rising
That policy allowed the older

farmertomakeameag^livingand
Prices forced bY.tccreased demand stay on the farm, but encouraged

a g<owing U.S. and world the young tbrrmer to seek higher.^^

^ln the IABee, politicians found ^batWaaamcWtheconcept

had In mind at the time,
the reeul t," PoweB said.

Bdttorb aote: no Preview 9R ataiea in today's
busiaess section are beaed en syeechea gfvea durinp
the annual ^ole^+ence g^¢asday. Storl^ from the pro.
^^ êral^^tr eosabvctton at Shaanoa

Angelo•PO7tca CLief Russell
Smifh'scaBlortbe creapbaola commantfy coaNttoa
against crime were published in Wednesday's
aewspeper.

BY WILiJAAI TAYi.UB
Stiff Writer

Government policies enacted six decades ago have
redo eed fhe U.S. farm population and should eventuab
ly force prices up on some commodities. rancher
JamesL. PorveRtold time atfendlog Preview '03 last
seet

But needed growth and loag.term stability-will not
comeuntiltncenttvesarelnplace tobringyoeogerpeo.
ple The ^aagriculture,

annual
^ ^, he said.

âmgcam featured a slate of local
business and community leaders. who provided their
owav[eWSOfthe SanAngeloeconomyandcommimity.

Nore thaa lbepeople attended the momlog.long sea-

SAN ANGELO STANDARD-TIMES-Sunday, March 74,1993-2B

g® 1'0 JJLL. Incentives to produce, more wool

ClosinuedfromPagelB end mohair because of their
-atntegleimporlaaceincesecLwar.

mohair, two major West Texas "On babmce, I believe the West
agriculture products, are down. Texas economy and business in
"rnaitioS in an Increased use of geaeral'fn this community should

in this
,'aid;'^The use of ohair the

stable
estock an atmduslrY Po

Is Influenced by
area l
isaot yet iecreniog, but should as concluded.
fashions change to a safter loot." BatR he added, "Strang improve.

PoWeAexplatnadthat"acontloed meataqdgroxthmaYnotbe^entn
maetet limited to d number of
buyers and little competition has tyiHcesandavallabgiq aScredlt
led to lower prices," while the =Fag Yaanger Ple wlabing to
tetteral government has provided riculhae develop."

the
and
be4

that

But eurrartt cattle numbers are
levrlwittiiaa4 Year and ahout4pa•
sent lower than ia 1475, he said.
Texas cattle numbers are up Y per.
eentthL^Year.

'^'bEa cmidiboa ahould keep cat-
Ile prices at higher levels mna the
beef cattle ioveoEmy begine to in.
creme faster thaa tEe facrease in
U8: civilian population or some
very aegathre, reliable publicity
surfaces that reducea demand' for
beef," Powell aaid.

Sheep Industry numbers have
also been dropping, he said. The
number of sheep is down S percent
nationwide this year and Tpercent

Iso should send

PleaseaeePOWELE, PageSB
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WORK AT HOMr-]omee L. Powell of Fort AciCovitt,
president of the Texas Sheep & Goat Raisers' Amoco-
,ion, takes time from ranch chores to catch up on !p-
per wark at his ham office.

TS&GRA CHIEF

Jimmy Powell's
Work 5cheduh.
Keeps Him Buzy

James I- Powell. &New
County ranclonse
the Texas Sheep & Goat Raise
Asnnatiwp is a quite busy you
man on the move-lootdng ag

1vast ranching IMensls and
duUes no bond of Ibe lergeet on
and roohair group In the unth

SexrohyT Ids Gr=; year at Pro
dent at ft 'fSBCRA. Powell Is
foacth getieration sfaekmao-;
grm[yendfoNer. havlaft Mn
atoetroan in 1leonesaea. the Nov
date of his graudfether, the h
L P. Pa'all of San Angelo.

Powell residue On his be]
much of llpaa turns, our P
blelisvctt, his postornar, loom
In 2,bletchor 0.*, but
spends much Ume those di
traveling in carrying aut his did
as 1SkGRl president as well
looking after personal businc
Be emea to Son Angelo save
times each mouth to catch up
any assaefatho business that co

of the sheep business for do next
few years. He looks ter lamha and
cwes to do very well prkewisn.
Numbers in Sbxas are lowest they
have been in some time and
many ranches to the west of Son
Angelo have very few. U any,
sheeR PrFce6 have. been steady an
rcplacemeat ewea.

"There Is less inventory and a
greeter demand fer wool," Powell^
says. "The only thing that might^
dampen the market will be hn-

^pm9a, particularly if tariffs and
glades me lowered from their ^
Plate, ^^,.

He se:ved aare than txv yeara
In the U.S Naey, moat of Uds
time on the West Cant and In
the China Seas

Ranching since 1948, Powell
graduated from Sod Angelo High
School and Rim University 1tiMn ,
Institute) at Houston when be
majored In busfaesa edmWlslra-
tlon and economics. Mn did grad•
note work at the University of
Tom to euooomics. Ho is an avid
aludeat of today's business and
keeps In date touch with both
state and notional legislative pra
peasia concerning ag.•icuhme and
taxes. When any acw legislative
proposal egmdw agriculture
comes up. Powell makes a close
aaalyata of the Lea in an effort
to detemtine just how It might af-
fect agriculture, whether it will be
bosefidell or detrimental to Me In,

Powell dcesnt do oil his assod•
alion work in the headquarters
office been. He has an ofSce lust
off the front door of lit% home
where he spends much time-

A member of the association
since he began ranebing. Powell
has been a director since 18a5
and served as vice president for,
a year. He is a former chairman
of the a--oetatlon•a wool aced mo-
hair promotion cominittea and
was a chairman of the Mks Wool
of American Pageant Committee.

On his ham ranch he bas about
240 acres in cultivation, with
about 300 acres under irrigation
from wells. All feed raised goes
Into his wan livestock. In the ft-
ter the irrigation acreage is.used
tor paslunge

in addiUOn 1. [he Schleicher
s».- . ^ .. . .

sty raneh. Powell operas his
ardiae 2laanpooe Hhoy.
mostly In sulton

awe[l and two hroUrers-inaw.
rt Hertz of Big Lake and tae
a of Gxana, also operate e
mction much So miles north at
MR In Upton ftmLy.
thor than We partnership lu-
sts„ Powell runs about 5,0U0
ap, all BamhouUlet prodnctag
at a tlwaa-inch staple tleece,
to sea Hentord and Angus

Is and about tae Angora Santa.
maintains small registored

46 at Angus and Hardards to
in his own bulis end also ha
registered Ranibmuilledt
duehag bit ow rams and eell-
ofMra to sheepmen over the

a.
lie Powell ranch home, mndem
every detail and with every
wonfewe. I., located on a Ought

a sort of haol], in about the
idle of the ranch. From out
a there Is a view of Fasi Me•
wR, about six miles away, inn
in another side may be eeac

cultivated sad Irrigated sere,

then Use home was IruUt a[ot
fill had to be heated in and

I conditions were not the hesti
the country for flowers bid
a. Powell got her husband. dim
', (that's what everyone cam
nl to reeve in a little more 'dirt
e and them New she has a

e yard and flowers, ruses and
Uhe

a keeping with the family'a be-
'in wool and mohair as the but
natural fibers, all drapes, car.
leg and upholstery In the boma l

either wool or mohair. or a
ohination of the two,
twell's grandfather migrated
7exas from Tennessee, farmed
oily and then started home-
ading and selling land to Ulm
nhaadle and late in Now Idea.
, Busily setUing in Reagan
rely near Big Lake and taterl
4d11g to San Angelo.
to parents One Mr. a
Ill PoweA, IMI S. Madisoa
gll Powell, ranehman and all.'
at. is a form" vke president
the TS&GRA but resigned when
bowils would not permit him

devote time to duties of the ol.
a. His grandmother. atrs, L• P.
well, lives at 19e1 Paseu its
on.
lowell and Miss Nancy Beef.
o is a farmer Miss Moheir,
to married Feb. 27, 196D in
wta. They have one daughter
rrle. who was 111-ntoatha old

^oa,ell has twin sitters, Ma,o•
i, who is Mrs. Bean, and btado•
t, who In Mrs. Merit.

w '..

^ ^.

G-n̂?I.'^^ 1'!

.^• z

F,t 'o

.^•Y^`' •, ^.

^
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GRADING WOOL-Grading fleeces from his Rombeuillet flock takes up much of
the time of James L. Powell, TSBGRA president, of his home ranch in Schleicher

iCounty. Powell has shed space for 500 sheep in case of showers when shearing
is in progress and loses very tittle, if any, time during this spring aperotion.
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On the cover
The morning sun provldea a stunning silhouette of a Windmill on

the road from San Angelo to Brady (photo by.a(!Ye Howell). Inaeb;
James Powell Is pictured on We ranch near Fort ]dcKavett (Photo byAlike Sawefl). Cowa walk across a clearing in a pasture noar a pump
Jack (Photo by Too d(aCfare).
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`^lk^^^^ ŷ^•^ ^._g ^
E

V V 9• ^• J^ RY^•

J1INlluJh1
I
I1Ii^ ^.E.3H^'

a

•^p

0

4•^a

Ban

.^

CL

E
"W^

k'4 , "I ^ 0 a ^5^^^^^s g
II^^^ ^5-4

AL ii

91 ^^^
'2y^^^• ĝ ^^a^^
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911LL110ZtNG AND RESEEDING have become Jimmie Powell's approach to the "dtaed and reseeded last year. Righthand picture shows an area bulldozed and
brush problem on his Fort MeXavett ranch after years of experimentation. re8eeded'last winter, then rested since. The downed brush gives some idea

Powell, left, and Eldorado soil conservationist B01 Rountree look over an area of its former size and thickness.

x# r * x* acre or more on chemical weal to the bulldoaer, be- wildlife he has left heekber duced grass to the mixture is
c eonttrol. some of It by cost- aides the almost perteet kill. ry and liveoak. Klein, which he has feued to

ventlonal commercial meth- In that it provides a good In his reseeding program be net cub a high forageJimmie Powell Moves Entirely
ods and some strictly expert- mdbed for the grare- seed be bas used basically =live producer but a very patata•

Including sidecars, I. feed.
In devel• haad-scattered Immediately :een sprangletop and plains His livesteck managementTo Mechanical Brush Control ^teL For a time he wu

grassespersowdly Involved
?Q^ of a town sptxl9 tech- behind the dozer. Another Is ^g^, The only intro- program Includes a modified

FORT McKAVETT. Tex - the first experimental aerial ^w hich was eventually that it allows selectivity; it^- -- ^.---^"

Attar Yuri of experimenting spraying. He says he has ftnilb do- gives him a better oplwr,
^nlt to preserve the treesin various types of chemical dlmmle, a past preaident of sided to place Ids Sith in

raylag tor hroah eontroF, the Natianal wool Growers the bulldozer, w^^ mks the but wildlife

Rmmla Powell has gona Aaen, and Texas Sheep & Over the last three years cover and feed.
over antirely to machanieal Goat Raisers luan. has to[- he has bulldozed and reseed- He has been doing the
methoda. lowed hk lather's leed In ad most of his 12,000 acre meehaotcal work during the

His father, Virgil Powell, brush oryerimentatioo. He home ranch here• he Plans to winter, starting after an, 1
volunteered aereage back in says he has aome areas 00 finish the rest R it In about and continuing until about
the early 1940s for some of which he bas spent $lo per another year. stay 16. He always hopes for

-- __ . •--^^ He aaya uoder normal ean- spring showers to sprout the
ditlons the mechasical metlt• seed nod get the grass up to
oft are more e=pensiva, but a sland: he has had it the

• he believes in the long pull last caupte of, years.Live-
Prove to involve slack remain off of the new-

the leaet cog for the pass Ui _ worl^ed area uotit atter

dcb leme a mo'de`se meat is that It Set one more
ip up relatively lit- three month growing season

restemary 'ground.
meth- next three ^ars-

duliag - the
clal
Ily set him 10-15 He plans to do the same
sot Idl1 and in lo- work over the rest of the
ia outayde top af ranch without Great. -Plains
percent. oid.
tal work nn his Hin primaiy target has
run from as low as been mesquite, but he has

re on thin scattered also removed Prickly ash, eat-
around g84 an heav claw, letebush• cedar and el•
, based on commer- gerita. For the benefit of
rrtes and tmdudinP_

has hts owa nperater.
He ftnds ltttle nsprouqng

from old growth after bull-
dozing, although he gets new
seedlings from dormant seed
in the g[ound. He plana lo go
bark over each area about
three years after the original
work and get the seedlings
with a smaller but similar
stinger blade an a smaller

farm type tractor'He and Eldorado soil cono-
aerrallonlst Bill Rountree es.
E te that be should have 15

of good posture use be.
he has to begin thinking

about any major type of
brush work again, beyond
simple maintenanoe.

Powe11 signed lip for a
Great Plains conservation
program on about two-thirds
of the ranch. The first year
used up the GP payment lim-
it. The original program call.
ad for some aerial spraying, ,
but be bas wound up doing
none of it. One reason he 00097
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STILL A BELIEVER In sheep, Fort AM;Kattalt ntrtolrer Jhmty Powell his business trom.piddng raphtaament•stock to monitoring foreign
also rttnsMgora goals and both Hudord and Attgtte cttqle. Ks belief developments that may bear on acid markets.
Is not an adide of blind feBh, however, PowNl atuda weryaapecl of

WW BOOK OLD WORLD BLUESTEM
c x ,P

r `^ ^: ^..^ ^ ^ y n^s
. . . e ^, ^'r:hi*.

•.., a'^"̂{"`^.^^

^.n4-4++^'`
.F^^.^''•

V '. "` . .. • ";4 r. .s.. y;.... .r

• Works r preat^dryland and evan • Veryhtghytekfing,

• xbeme^0adrouth and heat tolerant.
Quicker and aasiarto pat a grozaade

F.
• Very high NM to stem ratio. • Uses 1/3 of the Wiliest of coastal
• ht^e^MpalatiblBtyforcatlbtw a^y =̂uf018Q°
-^^ to P1814 than coastal bar- • t^ et rw^ syh .ptadtwllan - high

7stranaoaw,rJ;+eon.s.,arrA^raPm.^ad PAapamie 4arsldY lYAMst//
Contact us at HOBERSON SEED B we use halo you with this ans at a grass sesd mi xtureItem tau raxnpkta Ilaa uf watm and sod serssn Braaes, tdWWs aod kgtmes.

ROBERSON SEED CO. -- 806/359-8516
P. 0. Box 19551 • Amaglllo, TOM 79114

Jimmy Powell A.Lifelong Student duStry Often carries him to
Of. Ranching's Many Ins And Outs eeb stockmen. He shoo

taka., adive ®4naUa um rnrs
By CoBeea Scbrelber important, he makes it his of the young people trying to
FOICfMCKAV67T,Teaas business to understand it as make aliving inagtieWttaro.

-Jimmy Poweg is a taacher weIlashecan$Ylltscomplend- Today Powell Roaches o
f6aaodfommost,btebisecm- des. It doesn't molar it h's for. Crates in Suoen. Sddeider and
mitmeottohiscaroerandthat eignpolieyordomestkpoltey, Maundeamdeaht^aMin
way of life stretches for be- the wool Induatry, the cattle Qmly C,,,ly . Nebaka.
yond his own reach tasranea matka, or the lamb industry; Powell 'a grandfather. Ieon

powel4 a third generation Powell is up to speedon ita6. P. Powell. was nsmd In Tenees-
rancher whose grandfather He can even Mate how much am but migrated to Bvetmxn,
took up ranching in West wateramesquitetroaUses. Toxasjustsou$aPFortWonh
To= in the eady pan of the •7f you'ro going to be aua when he was only 19.
211'eaetory,nukes ithisbusi• cessful, you have to know In thou early days, Leon
ness to know the livestock in- these things," Powell says. made his way in what might
dushy inside and out ---mme its commitment to the in- be called the 'homesteadiog

RANCH MANAGEMENT
^ busimsdistioct from

SERVES ^^p^yYTgr^ sold it, ataking a now claim
ii WWYL1Yf alsewhets.Hedidtisallover

wcstTcxas end NewMe dco.

Spe^^Ain . . .

how, Lost CostL

^^^ ^^N"M $/R"In

Learn How To Retain Your
Cattle During A Drouth

916f129-4798

NEED MORE BULL POWER 11
Two Year- Old Bulls

30+ Month Old Bulls
Fertility Tested and Range Ready!

-uolume Discounts -

RBR ANGUS
FraderiatBbBrg, Tons

These Are High Quality Bulls
Born, 'Bred and Raised In Texas

Call Toll Free: 880BR-BULL
(727-2855)

or F117L• 8301897-8857
* New Crop Of Yearling Bulls Available On March 25
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In 191g, the family washy- sell his steers and buy sheep cairn about as many cattle in ay reaching opemGoa perma- Mmd, 9, 9000 Livenock Weekly Page 15
g at Capitan. New Mexico. hewaddheabletanufCeeno tgft animal units asyou can sheep. naalyin 1954 He
wasatem'6lycold winter diet money tobuydiet car." and you mind to do that if Hvu,aaallveofSa^

iorawla^ leemedaboutaralgeenbaara gtemisodyempleyodduriag

aF mmurhsotlmtPowen kept Powell followed his fiiend's yuu',sgoing m moxiodse this family was also in the ranch- mem progtam - la effect, a dte gmwingamnn fmmabeut
.p bonfues burning at the edvice,aod'miwoyaars'tbrohe cotmtty'a potential." lag business. Together they

^^a^ty. iowdeequency be firat of May throaah the

soafthefoothills tokeep his hadhiaownem:From that day Thonghdteelder Powell sailed hvodaoghters.
paangsyateminwhichlarge fastpmtoft'JcloherThesheep

eep dive.ltwas thatexpo- fotward, sheep, in his mind, tmdgivenuphomattead'oqlfa 171e 19S0s were not the Paalurea are divided iato arerateluldnaoghthesyslem

that sparked a desire to were amalkrunitsand nvestadc are fast Cattle follow about twonice P good property to own. ranching when he owe back easiealtunesfataachaslnthe
arcs tuTexas. He puthisson, Powell says he's pot xa°y to 7Fras in 1918, he win slitl7n Saathwest. A severe droutb, ^ through the system on pastures behind. During the

tgil James, Jimmy's father, aura whom his graadfather's expaaionistattlert s,din$s>se now considered to be the dmwh 1^ intervals, dormem season the livestock

wrgnaadtooltafltoTexas original sheep geneticsearne ealyywaheandhissoabom7t aftheanuay,hedafm l learned that f could arogroupadtogelher.d
search of land from. but when he came be* a significant ranching enter- all bf West'laxar ^^ ^^^asa right to the "We would giveupume in

Powell was able to rind to Texas he shifted from the prise In short order. By the "Wlwt we insured in 1954, ground as long as I didn't re- perforaumca if we related the

id close to Big Lake In the New Mexico type sheep to 1930s they were ^gyg,o„^a ^^^ duce the root system. That livestock during lambing or
coming dons to the ad of the means taking the livestock off calving, no we don't start to-nhern part of Crockett Corriedala. Jimmy's fether, saven counties, in operating . in

wrnly. He wired his am to however, got his beginning (kraw before the 146 day," Powell tating again in the spring untilFssgupinthsM uv>as, drouth," Powell recalls, "but
,d the sheep by rail to Big with geaedes from a heodtbm Jimmy developed a love for auas out we we,e right in do expleins after we're completely fn-
ke. When the sheep arrived, Deerlodge, Moatana, owned reaching. . mWdle ot It Powell replicated that sys- mired lambing arid calving,"
ry were apparently quite a by Sylvlan Pally. He bought "I never found any other "Bwasatremendoeslyhmd mn°par'dkmasn,aedk'abeen Powell explains.
htTheaniaahbadCrowded 1000to130ahead ofyearling activity that reajoyedmora^ envllonmeattoservrvivciq"he I°plane stnce.Ibis system. over Powdlconsiders hitnselfa
CIO= to ft boafmrs, Poweu ewes from him. working with livestock and Continues. "We were burning deve,hesays a{lowedhim to in livestock msn, not a cow man
ts• that they singed their Bacltthen thoaamboaillet bmsesandthehmdlgettoase pearl}omdayllghttodarkand crease stocking rates by 60 orasheep man. Unlike hiafa-
wlandtheonoewhitasheep hadadmedficeattdPowdlasys my imagination ad my own feeding-everything because percent over the county aver- ther. Powell has always had
re now black sheep. his falherrceognixed the need judgmeat, and I'urnoteneum- there was absolutely nothing age. He stocks show one ani- Angora goats In the mix.
It's been passed down toopeoitup.Hewanted to do bcrodwidtcootpanypolicias„" for die livestoollto eat'That mad unit tol2aaescompared Asitwasforhisfather and
cugh the years that it was so without losing daa, and he Powell says. went on for 12 months a yew to the county average of 20 grandfather, however, sheep
well's iofataation with the found the proper genetics in, His goaleady in life was to until June 1957, when we got acres to the rujimel unit. have often been the ranch's
del T that got him started some-rams at Caproek, Now one day carry on what his our first good min." Keeping brush in chsck, mainstay. The Powells have
he sheep bminess. Mexico. Powell Incorporated grandfather and father had The land eventually reoov- Powell says, is a big factor in always raised a deal purpose
47Aygrandflatherapparetab those Scrucfics9a1934,andby started, Beforodolngso, how- eted,but it was aslow nxov- being able to utilize such are- sheep, though income from
v one of his f riends driving about 1950 he had a had of over, he completed adegree at. cry as was the rebuilding pro- talionalsystam.Overtheyeats • wool, In the early years, was
an the street of Rome in a open-faced Bambouillw. Rice University in accounting cesa.l7ie lessons learned der- he's incorporated a variety of often the profit factor.
ddT.Bestirlttgthatltecould As the Powellsexpanded aadtheawent ontothaUaF ingthedraqhwaemaay,atld mdltodsmcaamlhismssqtdm "During the war,'Woolw.s
. mom country a lot quicker the-n• operation to the east they varsity of7ttus for amaster'a in 1966 when Powell had the andoeda ,everytlung from grub- asought-aftweommodily ,•!
hacardata widlalxaseand added cattle to the enterprise. in finance. His studies were oppommilytovisit South Af- hmgtaepatyiagmrlteiniog.and a good product to rn^.•."
xy, heapproar]rdhbftiend "71iscountty hero In Sddel- imetitaqnedwhpthawasalbd ties helook home yetanother burning, Now it's mostly a Powell says-"4nthe1930oaad
skhow hagoteaatghmoney Cher and Menerd counties is into the aimed forces to serve lesson thin has helped himsuo- maintenance type manage- 40s quite a few ranchers; kept
my one," Powell says. "Hia wonderful combination coin- hiscaunuy in the Kmsan War. vive many mom dtouths. menlptogram. Powell says. See Powell
ndtold bbntbatiflsewould ary,"Powellnxnalks."Youqaa Powegmsdeitbsdlmthefam- W1u1,inSauhAGin,Powdl The rotatianal grazing pro- (Continued OoPage 16)TEar& `^wit-

All Cattle Sorted Into Smaller Groups VJESTTEXA S18 registered cows, some with calves, papers given .
tobuyerswith purchase. Youwill like theseOry
weathersale. W

T
BRA JNG'10 first-calf Brangus pairs, all calved out The work - . I S

is done. They are nice. From a good ranch fam-ily.

0 first-calf pairs. These heifers are out of regis• A BREEDERStered bulls. They will all have calves at side by
sale time. They are gold plus. You will like theseholism . A-SSaCIA^TrONANND three to fiveyear old Brangus palm. Good calves. 6TH UAL
Big, stout cows. Payday soon. They are money
makers.

OthreetofiveyearoidBrangus cows, bred toBran-
gus bull. Ga[fhood vaccinated . You VAR Ike
#hesetokeep.

0 open Brangus fle{fers, OCV, plus all other shots. 4WR
Gentle, readyforbull ofyaurchoica. .

3 open Brangus heifers, the keeping kind. OCV
Readyfn put under bulls . Saturday, MARCH 25

5 five pair of Blaltgus, first calves, Brangus calves
at side. You will IBcethese. Abilene Auction =- Abilene, Texas

5 young 8rangus pairs with big calves, could be
three-la-one packages. Brangus calves, bred 10:00 a.m. --Registered Brangus Females Followed By
backto Bran gus buffs . The money maker kind. 500 Commercial Brangus-type Females

7 first and second calf pairs. BranguscaNes. Pure-
bred cows. No papers. 1:00 p.m. -75 Highly Selected Brangus Bulls

5 bred Brangus heifers, bred to registered Brangus
bulls.OCV.Big, stout heifers. Will lasts Ofetlme.

Featuring On finest rangh-ndsed, rock-footed easy doing eraagas cattle from the
Bigftulllrr'salostpr°greatveBraagusoperz°nsNice.

.

g bred Brangus heifers, good, big, growthy he'd-
ers.OGV. Bred to low birthweight Brangus bulls.
These heifers will workfare long time.

0 bred three to four year old Brangus cows, gentle,
you w01 Me these. Out of registered stock. Brad
to registered Brangus bulls.

0 open Brangus helfers, 500-800 pounds, to be
sorted into small groups. Readyfar bulls of your
choice. OCV. Wormed and all their shots.

D op an 8rangus heifers, gentle. You will like these.
Had all their shots. Ready to turn out OGV. 575
pounds.

9 home-raised,one^wwner, no brands or marks,
ShLEVAUM , ^
Pmact.

have tattocs. Ham broke, cake broke, horse
broke, gentle. The keeping kind. Have been

:^^ d,p,l^ ^
gr..rx«aa•vnatrrAa ""'""'a"'r^"" ^^

calthood vaccinated. ^unls'stEwell
5 pairs - three to five years ofd, pood calves attears 4w%^o.̂ ^

side, exposed back to bu0s. ata^raw.,r..aautw.lx n418

00099
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