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Ruammaodation: 'TP'WD tecormr.erAs the PUC select routes that
would min,ntizc impacts to natu.-al rcacurcas, such as those refcrcaccd
below.

Certtrsl A to Coqttal C

lYwti re;,om.enends using or paraloing existing or approved
tran.amistien lire routes wtAie^cr possible. Cotsttvction of On; or's
Central A to Tonkawa CREZ traesmission line and Link C of Lone
Star's Ccatrul A tu CvEttul C CR:EZ ttun.uuisfioa line would f-malt in
two new 343-kV t;l{k.G lines w:thin only a few milei; of one another.
Construction of two transmiss€on lines in essentially the sama area will
ircnaawe the removal and itapm. tation of wildlife habitat and the nsk
uf lyird ina:wlit;v cfue tu wullsiUtw wita the linea.

Of the roues e.alua.ed in the EA for Cie Ccrt:rai A to Central C line.
Route 9 appears. to better micin►i2r :rnparts to natural res(wrms than
Route G. Although Route 9 is sightly longer than Route 6 and would
cross a larger autnlaer of sttmis than Route e, Route 9 woald not
cross the Clear Fork of the Brazos River. As stated abvve. Route 6
crosses the Clear Fort of the Brazos River twire Rrutre 9 al+to
parallels n7ot: length of cx,sting uar.smixsion lines than Routc 6, and

spectticatl} parallels an existing J4a-kV rattsmiss€on line along Link
L south and east cf Lake Fort Phantom Hill. Route 9 would cross IM
upland woodard and less emergent wetland than Route 6 Route 9 is
also shorter than the other routes that wouid not cross the; Clear Fork of
the t3r=s Ktver (K+autrs 5 and i).

Central C to Sam Switct

IYWU supports efforts to identify and delineate fomrtdal habitat for
protected species orior to the selection of a preferred altema€ive route.
TP1ND recommends Lone Star avoid using ragrtr.y+t:c nn which
lrotcauial habitat fcr stat.c- and f+crkmlly-listed species has beer
iclentit7et! during awleys.

Of the 14 mtrrs carried franvanri as viaF,ie alle:na_ives for tie Cetstra. C

to Sar,t Switch scVncnt, [tcutc3 230,246, and rtisl de not use links or:

which potential habitat fur the t'iuldrn-i:h,--clcrat VYa,hlet Ws bcee:

identified. Route 246 is the shortest route ard would cross the thtrc
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srottcst distance that does riot parailei existing corridors {calculated t*y
subtracting Line 7 from Line I in Table 7-1). Route 246 also :mssm
the second shortest distance throul;^Ii upland uoedlatid, the sero:id
t'ewcat imnbcr of atrtania, and apfcars tc bcttct minimize overill
potcntal impacts to natural resources than Lone Star's p-clerrec Route
14.

As prvpusrd, Route 246 cxu.sr,s it ctavigablc portion of ttc Mauro
River south of Lake Whitney. Use of this mute may recuirc a Scctt,an
10 pcr;ttis frorn :1SACfi. as referenced earlier. The imeftame required
to acquire tan, permit may delay the completion of the transmission line
ruld the ill-WA VitC date.

Route 210 would avoid crossing this portion of the Btwas River aid
identified habitat for the Goldenche.eke.d Warbler Rnote 710 would
also cross the sccond smaflest number of stream and parallel the
shortest distance of streuns. Route 230 crosses the third shortest
distance tt:at does not parallel cxis,ing corr*rs (calculated by
xt:bttasting Lint 7 from Line I in Ta"Ae ")-I), tltr <hart-st rliqtarr,e
across upland woodiard, and appears to bctta minimize impacts to
natvra: resources nan Lose Star's prderreJ Route 14.

lioweve.r, as with Lone, Star's prefietred Route 14, Itautc 230 :ros.scs
0.8 rnilc of a ilowsgc cascmc>:t managed by the USACE located north
of Lake Wtdar:ey, 1Legatdless of the aJigruncait, cLuzrv, TPWD
roctxnmettcs that if USACE aroparty cannot be avoided. impacts to
riparian ind wetland habitats ae mtn;rrr7edl in this area and mitigated
to USACE standards or better where impacts do cccur,

Sam Iwitch.to Na^o

Based on the averail impacts of Route 4 described in the EA aid
testimony crf Dan MaycrB, this rwtc cpyears to beat rnulini.zc potcntial
impic2S to [i8t;11'al resources when compared to the otheir routes
evaluated in the EA_

Pre-Cfinsttttctl4w

EWral Law
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Endangered $pwits Act

Whooping Cratv^

A. stated aoove, the proposed project has the paentiat •o impact Ow federal-
and stetc-li3tcd ccdanac,ncd 1Nhoopitg Chino during naigrotion. In °t"R'P17
correspondence on previously approved CEtEZ CCN applications, TPV1ra
recommended that routing of lines near known or potential Whtwpmg Crme
stopover habirat be avoided In the fria] rxdm on these tinrc, the P; tC f4und
that ",t is neither prue:icatl nor neeessc►ry to perform a comprehena.ive
biological evah:ation of the entire transmission line study area t-eforc the
Commission issues a final or3er identifjr;rtg the actual route to be used rot
constructing the transmission line." The PUC fiuind that once the iotite is
scicctcd, the tranmisxian auvicc pro-€dcr "will have thr, right of rmky to
conduct the necessary surveys and to detemitne whether any federally- fisted
species habitat is prescitt" (SCAH Docket W 473-lq-0398, Findings of Fad
X747) The Pt;(` ordered that, ttPnn .arxnvai of the transmission service
providcr's application, the provider skould iccr.tify'dVhouptng Crone locatiens
and use best practices to avoid or minimize wtcruixl urqwat to that fedr,rally-
listed species.

The EA state,,i that upon aWovat of a final route, Lone Star will consult with
USFWS personnel to identify po:e.ntiai mitigation akcmativm that way rsxiuc:e
potential impacts to the migrating whooping cranes. In addition, Lone Star
will implement a prnenrn in educate construction contracvits regarding
mcthoAs to avo.d and minimize impacts to the Whooping Crano. After the
selection of a mute, Lone Sur plans in idendfy potential suitable stopover
habitat for his spccies and nstall birJ flight dtverters in areas where suitable
habitat is identified.

ItecorAtttetEdatiun: TPWD continues to recommend ►hat. !.one Star
consider potential tmpa:ta to sutuble Whooping Crane stopover
habitai when citing proiaosei "osrn#$4-m lines and detervining which
alternative rcutr sfwould be consttucted. Ftowevar, if pre-selection
route surveys are not feasible as indicated abuvc, TPWL7 >ul4n.au
piar;s to consult with tin JISFWS regarding mitigation alternatives.,
PtiCif`ate cr?int"actma to mi'timi:.e impacts during citinstruction, and

ir.stall bard flight divortwa to ttt:nimtae the risk ofcollisions with the

lirm.
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C}oldcat-cheeked Warbler and Blac,k•caprpcd Vireo

Dan Mayers states Cat 1.5 miles of potential habitat for the Golden-cheeked
Wart+k.t was identified during, heliccpter stit•veys along link KK 1 nf ( nnc
Star's preferred Rue 14 for the Centtttl C to :3arn Switch segment. However,
aviilablt lmbitat ittutlcls (lot ac bascd oat rc+notc scusLig and incorporate
factors such as cwopy cover, composition, slope, soils, and habitat patch size
predict 3igni:icantly more suitable habitat for :his species along this bnc many
other alternative -oute5. As stated above, no habitit for tie Black-capped
Viren wa.v detenterl dirirg aerial curveyR TXNDD records indicate several
oc:vrreaces of thi:; species in the area as shown on Figures 3-2A through 3-2F
in the CA, and relatively accurate occurrczcc,s of this spccic3 have teen
documented very near tinks li;Ki and ST. SLiubta hatitat far the Black-
capped Var.o may be present within the ROW for several of the a;tmnattve
routes but may not have been detectable during helicopter survc}s.

Reromtiseadatiart: Suitable habitat far the Go(den•cheekrd Warbler
aid Black-c$ppad Virco is more easily detected dttartag ground survzys;
't[zrt:ue TPVV:} recommends that prim to cunstruc:tiun (whetr Luxe~
Star ias access), on-the-gotutd surveys tor sut:at:te (iolcien-checked
Warbler and Black-capped Vireo habitat x corutacted on the ipproved
route Any c:aitah'e habitat fntutd during art-the•graund habitat surveys
should be surveyed for these spec:es following USFWS protocol;

Migratory Bird Tre(My Act

In TPWD correspondence on previously approved CREZ CCIV ayrocations,
TPWD recomruercied ;hat vegetation removal be avoided &ring the primary
migrstnry hird nr_sting ^wmnn, Maroh thmng~t ikugmst. to avoid adverse
imp"M to this group. In the final order on these projects, the Commission
fund that there was nu e•idwttiruy xmis for fcquiring the tran3mimian service
provider to avoid all clearing activities during the months of Max-t through
August (SC3AH Docket No. 473-10-0398, Findings of Fad 13713).

Recommendation: To avoid a violation of the Migratory Bird TM̂ty
Act (M37A), measures should be tak:n to erstart that migratory bird
slxcics within anc near the project areas arc not Ktvcmcly impacted by
construction arAd mai,itrenar.ce uccivit:es. Phrase nctc that it cs the
,V4rartsi#s11tty ot the project pto[a7ru*n: to ensore compl^,ance with the
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MBTA, The USEWS 1Q3gn t,ty Bird CJfticc car be amtsictcd at (505)
248•7882 for more iof►armator, oon the MBTA.

Ae cu►tr►i in the F`rnjm 1)►:5errtion above, Lone Star prnpc3Ees to use
guy wires and anchors at line angle structures. In soc^ie easea, selF
supporting steel palcs on .,oncaete foundaticns would bc uttlizcd wacrc
guying is net possible; In adiiion to the risks 3ssociat:-i with ►t4
transrn ►sstott ltna, the use o* guy wires increases; the n.sk of bird
mortality due to coflsions with the wires TPWD trtottttxrrnds
avoiding tie use of guy wires where fmqibl*, lmticulirly in areas with
high bird use, such as row water resources.

If guy wires must be useacl, they should be markcd with bin! flight
d►vertets to r:d= the potential tor bird stntcs,

If clearing vegetation during the migratory bird nesting seasc^.-t is
unavoidable as indicated above, TP'JVI1 rernmmrndc 1 rvnr. 'Ctar curvey
the arca prop*sed for aanstruc;ion to ensure that no nests with egp or
yuu►zr will be ►libtutwul by witatxtiwdua. Any vegctatiou (trocs, shrubs,
and grasses) whew occupied nests are located should not be distwbed
until the eggs have ha;clard and the )Dung have fledged. Adeitionii
measures to minimize impacts to tnigrtttory birds corW incluce
rrnrrcwing old, mrnt:rty, nesra omtqide of the resting seasoi in arm that
are scheduled to be cleared, thereby preventing reuse of old nests.

Construction

State Uw

parks ana HIM11fo Code

Section 68.015 o' the Parks and Wildlife Code regulates statc-listcd sperim
Please note Out there is no prcvtstatt tot take (irmidental or otherwise) of
state-listed species. A copy A TPWD Cluidebnes for Praferttoa of Surtew
LRted Species. which includes a fiat of penalties for take of species, is
:►ttaci.ed for ysur reference. S.ate-listed species may cnly he hancileYi by
persona with a scicr ►tifio collectitn permit cbciired flrough TPW D. For more
information on this petm^t, please wntact tae MUM Peruzits Otfi+ty: at (512)
3h9-4617.
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5o~tion 7.1.6.1 of the EA states that education of all construction p^.moanel
Awuld be w.ta;t%;ted to u"ttr';.ze aroidancc stratcgic. if the mtaee-listcd Tcxes
homed lizatt! (Pirr,moscmu cornurum) and Timber rauicariakc (Cruruh"
iro.rndta) are encouctercd Therefore, the EA states tint it is unlikely that the
proposed project would have a negative impact an these state-listed threatened
;Miec_ Sectirn 7.1 6.1 of the PA also ttatcs that ttte proposed transmission
lines wotdd span cver all drainages to avoid impacts to waterways and
respective inhabitants including 6c state-tiatcd threatened Brazos water make
(Nerotfa &arrert) aad Alligator snapping turtle i'Mac,-uchelyr r.,nnrVic.ttsl.
However, due to potential habimit removal, impacts to water quality, and
3amage to stream beds and banks by ecui3tnent croising during installation
and ma:ntettaztce of the lines. T?WD believes that tak.- of these state-liitcd
egecias, as wel: as etate•-listed threatened freshwater attaselv net disr^ ►ec^i in
the EA, nuy occur as a retult of the proposed prcjeat

Texas horned lizards are gaetally active in the western portion of the prujvct
area lirnm mid-April throttga September At that time ot year, they may be
able to avoid slow (ess than 15 miles per hour) moving equipment, aldiough
when a threat is perceived they Men tlsttten hemcelves against the graanJ to
blend into their surroundings. The rtarstihder of the year, this species
Etibctttatt;s only a kw inch= underground and tbry will be much rsow
susceptible to earth moving equipment and curu}tkwtiu.t.

In TPVb'D corresrondcne on previmEy approved CREZ CCN appltcatrans,
TPWD recommended that iper.nitted biological monitor be present during
clearing and construction activities w:th.n habitat for ctate-tscted epacies. in
the final orders on there lines, the PUC found that the current prvictice, which
is to employ a pcrtrtiUal biukugiwl irwuit4x for cnlv fcdcrally-listcd spceics, :s
adequate and the transmission service prov:dcr is not rcxluired to bite 4ai

additional monitor for state-listed species (Sf7AH Docket No. 4`r3-1 t;-0398,
page 3).

Recocnmendabions TP'NU tecor.tmetttds a biologic2l monitor Fe
aicsart durirZ construction to try and relorat: stala listed spociess If
the presence of a biological rrrurri ur eturi4Yg cnms:nution is net fcarib'c
as indicated above, state-Itsted threatened Epecies observed during
:oristruction shou;d be allowed to safely leave the site or relocated by a
permitted ind'tvitiual to a nearby area with similar habitat that would
not be Cisburbed dunng crn.5trtwtinn.
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A mixture of cover, f4od scutces. and ntten ground is irt>partaat to the
?`exaa homed lixa*d: and its pnmort food source, the flames-,cc ant
(Pugunomyrne.t sp.). D^s4,tbat aicat within iuitablC Lttbita. rut the Tema
homed lizard should to revegetated with site-spectftc native, patchy
vegetation rather than sod-forming grasses.

To tniuiuiizc uupm;ta ►v the Bratts wyta sttakc, tlisttubat,tr.e of rwky
harks alonp waterways in the project area siautd be avo.ded dttrtng
cnr.atraxtion and n•matrttaxttre of &e line. In rnimrntre rrPx.t_K to Al

=n nent :,hm, td cross waterways at existing btidpw aid
r :ban installing temporary t;utvcrts or low

water crossiaw.

Njlitieatlon for RtQutatcd and Unregulated 1119soUrSo

Lone Star Prepare a rni.t;gaqort plan to pmw'ide
for tl ^e habitats where imparts tmm the

tratysn.u,sso;l life Cani 1^01dcd or minimized. Ta:is would : nclude

impacti to species and 1,.,31.tts corered under federal law wetfattds aid

associated habitats, threatened or endangered species) and oate resource
^.,F ar -4•*^^ nat covered by ttaso or 6tAeral law (riparian a-eas, native

l'l,is Ptoi:ct is c3Wiatcd to impact at least %770 acres. At a

ti..nrnum, TPWD recommends i replacement ratio of I * I. for state resource

habitat typrs.

0tt0 (IppUttutiit,lr for tuitigtttiun would x the active ccmieratcn arid
management of transmission line KUWs to native grassland travel, corrr:+durs

q,tand prae h.rds. twtsnagernettt activities would include avoiding
ist actirttios durrzg the nesting se9snn, leaving 'he appropriate grass

aiil ratnbiishing and etaiutainiuig divrxsc pIaitt conipmition. These
ccmai. :; could be used to connect .tsable habitats in appropriate am," ruch as
rangelands. Because trees cannot be allowed to remain in the ROW or ?lartted
in the ROW as oempensatay mittgaion for project :mpactE, the c.-eation of
native passland travel ;xa:'ridors would provide benefit r. ►, wjl+il`efc Li the aica
and be ccrrtpatitte with the prcposetl use of the ROW. This type c t mtttgattan
rrulrl he ap,slicahie on ranch pmperfies with wildlife management intcresfs,
pending acsotia`ion with willing landowners.

Local wildlife restoration eftrts should be incorporated into mitigation ptans.
For in<tatnr.e, the Western Navarro Bobwhite Restoration Initiative (WNBRI).
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An,^ompassing the wetarrh third of Navarro C.orsnry, is a strategic F-la^-t to
rebound attvg$ling and isolatcd populations of bobwhite quail with a goal to
create and/or maintain approximately 30,QdO acres of contiguous habtal by
this species. Additional information on the W1`TBRI can be tound at
htup;!Ja-ww.nstvarraquait.org, or ukitiaaal infamation on the etr.atinn and
utiiatcnanue uf gea*z:auci cutriducs thma:ghoxt ;hc project arca, ?Ican Contact
Jason Hard-.n, IPWD Upland C-amehird. EKogrram Specia:ist, at (903) 322-
277C or jawn ^.ir.u$.

Miti f,ativu plans can bc drwelcrpcd after the selection of a route when the acres
of impact and the value of impacted kaAritats can be evaluated on,thc-grattnd.
Nnwcwe.r, mitigatian ccy.stst and 0,3poxtturrities siould be considered when
se:estir.g a route. lznp2a to federally-listed species and their hahitats will
need to be cttorunatcd with the USFWS, and inipact to wetlands will necd to
be coordinated with the LJSAG:..

I appreciate t^e opportunity to review and ccrosnent on this EA and CCN
a[tpltcatica. Please c o t t ~ a c t tae at (S t2) 389-45' 9if you havc any ^uestions.

fiirwerely,

Julie C. Wicker
Wildlife I labitat Asac,+tncnt P-ogram

Wildlife Division

1CR':gg 151ft2

rt;t&-hmcnt

cc: Mr. David Turner, Lone Star (w/rttachninnt)
Mi. 4hnar pocancgra, [.tSFWS (v►lout attachment)
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Protection rf!it^.e Lis;ed Species
Tex" Parka and Wilotifa Department Guidelines

EmgStIse of sllettl=iaossd F#Dtcist

State lwAe prohibits any tak• (incidantaf ar.-Atrarwiss) of raatt Ii;tai s"eeiea Stats listed spec'tca tray only he -iordled by

persons possessing a Scientific C'dl+►atirg Parmit or a Latter ot'.lrtboritstioa issued to relocate a prcies.

• Sectiorr 6>R.(102 of the Tsssa Parks and WikpiliR (TPW) Cads states that peties offish or wildlife indiScrious
to Teuaa an andanyarsd if listed on the United States l.ie4 of 6ndangarral Native Fish and Wildlife or the list at
fish or wildlife threatened wi'h snatevida attinctitM .as filed by ^he director of Texas Park and Wildlife

Departryie^` 5MSsted at Eikituuered or Meatsrasd bY the Ettdamered gp«ciss Act sra pmascted bv borh

Fftkia,(,1nc Slate avy The State of Texas also lists and °xotects additional spgcies consid^S^^ ^

witlLti^3let_t^g.tklttdn Texas

. Asiorah - Laws and regu sti+tne psreainingto rule fisted xndargawdor thnsatinad 9ninta, spaciosan cantairwd
in Clsptare 67 and 68 of tli I'euu Purim and V1iWtifa (TPW) Code and Sections 63.17I 61.176 -ATide
31 of the Tomas Administrative Code (TAC), State.li:ted aiinals may be four ►d at 31 TAC §M 17S & 176.

• Plants - Laws and r-grlariars penqur.ing to erdtrn}yered or thrcittr,ad plantaprcies are corrttarned in Clhaptsr 89
of the TPW Code and Saetieat 69A1 - 69.4 of the ThC, State-listed plants may be f;.^and at 31 T1kC
§61li..A(s) A (hl.

Prniihitirws on Take of State, IlAted Species

Section 68,013 of the TPVIi Code states that no person ma^ cnpture, trip, take, or kill, or x:tempt to capture, trap, -ake,

4u kili, endangered fish or wildlife,

Section MA I t of the Texas Administrative Cade sratea tPat ^w:cpt as cttherurise prrrvir&d in thia emct}tapter or Parts
sad WYdI[k Code, Chapters 67 or 6fl no txtx:Ht may alit. i»susx, frnpagnte, transport, --xp<,r. ell lw ,)ff--r far -;air,
or strip snt q,tx!es of risk or wildlife listed by the department as endangered or tircatencid.

"Take" s defined ir Section I.101(S) of the Texas Parks and WWifeCedeas.
"Txke. ' excepr as cuhrrwh:e prravi+:e'dhohn vowk, merest cvi,tere. ,kaak huart. .nei, stxxz. rx ^sauve. ,5y ;,»v mtaw
r^r ^e vree. c itd' hhcttefrea t^ ^rx^ tU rake <:w to t7trsue r`n ^+ra"er to wtte

Pgwa"Ig

The aettalties Pat t=,)f stak•listtd :ovies (TPW Codr. Chapter 67 or tid"3 me.

. t s- Offense =Class C 'v[isderneanor:
$25-11500 fine

. One or none prior con><icfiors = C(&,u 8 Misdemearor
$IDOkS:,000 i':neandiar up to 111!? days in jail.

. Two w more prior txxrvivitaes m Class A IV isdernearuat
5530•$4,000 fneand,'(,r up to t year njW.

Rtstitutiott values apply and vary b;^ spccics. Specific values and a list of species tnaf be obtained from the TPW:)
W i9dlift Habitat Ast:esstttent 1'rog:ata.
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