American Electric Power

1 Riverside Plaza

Columbus, OH  43215-2373

(614) 223-1000

(614) 223-1687 (Telecopier)

Writer's Direct Dial No. 

(614) 223-1628

VIA EDGAR
Securities and Exchange Commission

Division of Corporation Finance

450 Fifth Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20549-1004

Re:
File No. 0-340


West Texas Utilities Company


Annual Report on Form 10-K
Dear Sirs:

On behalf of West Texas Utilities Company (the "Company"), we are filing herewith, under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Annual Report on Form 10-K of the Company for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2000.

The financial statements in the 2000 Annual Report, incorporated herein by reference, do not reflect any change in any accounting principles or practices, or in the method of applying such principles or practices, from the financial statements included in the Company's 1999 Annual Report, except as indicated in Note 3 "Merger" of the Notes to Financial Statements.

Very truly yours,

/s/ Thomas S. Ashford

Exhibit 12

West Texas Utilities Company

Consolidated Ratio of Earnings to Fixed Charges

For Years Ended December 31, 2000

                             2000      1999      1998      1997      1996   

                                      (thousands, except ratios)

Operating Income            $52,341   $53,799   $59,276   $44,584   $49,558

Adjustments

  Income Taxes                6,552     4,186    28,088    11,294     6,547

  Provision for 

    Deferred Income 

      Taxes                   8,164    12,026    (6,626)     (945)    4,546

Deferred Investment

      Tax Credits            (1,271)   (1,275)   (1,321)   (1,321)   (1,321)

Changes for Investments and

  Plant Development Costs,

  Net of Tax                   -         -         -         -      (10,946)

Other Income and Deductions  (1,787)    2,126     2,034     1,237       601

Allowance for Borrowed and 

  Equity Funds Used During 

  Construction                1,416     1,025     1,347       920     1,276

    Earnings                $65,415   $71,887   $82,798   $55,769  $ 50,261

Fixed Charges:

  Interest on 

   Long-term Debt           $18,017   $20,352   $20,352   $20,352   $21,169

  Interest on 

   Short-term Debt            6,503     4,731     4,580     4,911     4,925

    Fixed Charges           $24,520   $25,083   $24,932   $25,263   $26,094

Ratio of Earnings to 

  Fixed Charges                2.66      2.86      3.32      2.20      1.92

Exhibit 24


POWER OF ATTORNEY

Annual Report on Form 10-K for the Fiscal Year Ended



December 31, 2000
 
The undersigned directors of the following companies (each respectively the "Company")

	Company
	State of Incorporation

	AEP Generating Company
	Ohio

	Appalachian Power Company
	Virginia

	Central Power and Light Company
	Texas

	Columbus Southern Power Company
	Ohio

	Kentucky Power Company
	Kentucky

	Ohio Power Company
	Ohio

	Public Service Company of Oklahoma
	Oklahoma

	Southwestern Electric Power Company
	Delaware

	West Texas Utilities Company
	Texas


do hereby constitute and appoint E. LINN DRAPER, JR., ARMANDO A. PENA and HENRY W. FAYNE, and each of them, their attorneys-in-fact and agents, to execute for them, and in their names, and in any and all of their capacities, the Annual Report of the Company on Form 10-K, pursuant to Section 13 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2000, and any and all amendments thereto, and to file the same, with all exhibits thereto and other documents in connection therewith, with the Securities and Exchange Commission, granting unto said attorneys-in-fact and agents, and each of them, full power and authority to do and perform every act and thing required or necessary to be done, as fully to all intents and purposes as the undersigned might or could do in person, hereby ratifying and confirming all that said attorneys-in-fact and agents, or any of them, may lawfully do or cause to be done by virtue hereof.


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have signed these presents this 28th day of February, 2001.

   /s/ E. Linn Draper, Jr.

   /s/ Thomas V. Shockley, III


E. Linn Draper, Jr.




Thomas V. Shockley, III

   /s/ Henry W. Fayne

   /s/ Susan Tomasky


Henry W. Fayne




Susan Tomasky

   /s/ Wm. J. Lhota

   /s/ J. H. Vipperman


Wm. J. Lhota





J. H. Vipperman

   /s/ Armando A. Pena


Armando A. Pena
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