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Q. Provide the information which supports the assertion in the response to COH 7-35 that the cost of reading electric meters is 65% of the cost of reading both the electric and gas meters. Explain how that split was determined and upon what it is based.

A.
Common meter reading expenses shared by HL&P and Entex are allocated according to the number of meters read for each.  About 65% of the meters read are electric and about 35% are gas. For example, the current cost per read for either meter is identical and is approximately 50 cents, as shown in figure RLC-3 which describe Houston meter reading costs only.


As shown in Figure RLC-4 of Mr. Campbell’s testimony covering Houston area meter reading, the total forecasted meter count in 2002 is 2,455,498; of which 65% or 1,596,266 are HL&P meters and 35% or 859,232 are Entex meters.  HL&P’s share of the forecasted 2002 meter reading cost of $10,750,000 is 65% or $7,018,177
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