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Alternative Fuel Program





In an on-going effort to reduce fuel costs and at the same time participate in the recycling effort, TNP-One has an active alternative fuel program.  Fuels which have been test burned include Tire Derived Fuel, 3M Pellets (reflective tape waste pelletized with limestone), and Oil Filter Fluff.  All of the test burns have been short in duration which has not allowed tests to be performed on efficiencies and plant equipment. There have also been difficulties in the various suppliers’ ability to provide a long term delivery process to facilitate an extensive burn.  However, the Tire Derived Fuel had a high metal content that caused plugging problems in the feeders and “nested” together in the combustor.  The Oil Filter Fluff was so light in composition that it plugged in the dust collectors and other fuel handling equipment.  The most successful test burn occurred with the pelletized 3M tape.  Other alternative fuels currently being investigated include wood chips and a more dense Oil Filter Fluff.





Lignite





Through aggressive negotiations with its lignite supplier, Walnut Creek Mining Company, TNMP was able to reduce the cost of lignite by approximately 20 % beginning January 1995.  The contract reduction was one year earlier than provided by the contract and resulted in fuel savings of approximately $8 million.  Management contracted with Swiss Energy consultants to verify the reasonableness of the resulting agreement and the savings estimates.  A copy of each agreement has been submitted in the workpapers to Schedule I-4  and can be viewed upon the execution of a confidentiality agreement.   
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