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JOINT APPLICATION OF CENTRAL POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY AND OF RIO GRANDE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO AMEND CERTIFICATED SERVICE AREA BOUNDARIES WITHIN MAVERICK COUNTY
§
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PUBLIC   UTILITY   COMMISSION


OF   TEXAS

OFFICE OF REGULATORY AFFAIRS’ RESPONSE TO ORDER NO. 1

COMES NOW, the Office of Regulatory Affairs (ORA) of the Public Utility Commission of Texas (Commission), representing the public interest, files this Response to Order No. 1.

I.

In Order No. 1 issued on February 3, 2000, the Commission, through the Office of Policy Development, directed ORA to review the application in the above-referenced docket and notify the Commission, through written pleadings, of the following:

1.
any deficiencies in the application;

2.
whether the Commission should regard this case as a minor boundary change, exempted from notice requirements pursuant to P.U.C. Proc. R. 22.52(a); and,

3. if this case is regarded as a minor boundary change, what notice should be required pursuant to P.U.C. Proc. R.  22.55.

II.


ORA finds no apparent material deficiencies in the application.  Applicants have filed the franchise agreement with the City of Eagle Pass that was referenced in, but not attached to, the application. 

III.

ORA recommends this application be treated as a request for a minor boundary change as that term is used in P.U.C. PROC. R. 22.52(a).  This recommendation is made based upon existing agency precedent and the limited, identifiable customers in the affected area.

IV.

The application states that CPL and RGEC intend to provide notice of this application to the City of Eagle Pass and all affected customers.  It is the recommendation of ORA that such notice be accomplished by direct mail and include a clear explanation of the purpose of the boundary change.  The notice should explain that no customer is required to change service providers.  Any service options to be made available to customers should also be described.  The applicants should provide the procedure for handling customer questions and intervention in the notice letter.  The proof of notice and a sample copy of the notice letter should be filed under affidavit by March 3, 2000.

Respectfully Submitted,

Bret Slocum

Director – Legal Division

Thomas S. Hunter

Assistant Director- Legal Division
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Attorney
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, James Mark Gentle, Attorney, certify that a copy of this document was served on all parties of record in this proceeding on February 16, 2000 by Facsimile and First Class, U.S. Mail, Postage Pre-paid in accordance with Public Utility Commission of Texas Procedural Rule 22.74.

_______________________________

James Mark Gentle

Attorney

