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DOCKET NO. 22085

JOINT APPLICATION OF CENTRAL POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY AND OF RIO GRANDE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO AMEND CERTIFICATED SERVICE AREA BOUNDARIES WITHIN MAVERICK COUNTY
§
§
§
§
§
§
PUBLIC   UTILITY   COMMISSION


OF   TEXAS

ORDER NO. 1

Pertaining to Filing Deficiencies, Notice,

Intervention, and Other Procedural Matters

On February 2, 2000, Central Power & Light Company (CPL) and Rio Grande Electric Cooperative, Inc. (RGEC) filed a joint application to amend certificated service area boundaries in Maverick County.  CPL and RGEC request the boundary change shall be processed under the following deadlines.

Recommendation on Deficiencies and Notice.  On or before February 17, 2000, Office of Regulatory Affairs (ORA) shall review the application and notify the Commission through written pleadings, of the following:

1.
any deficiencies in the application;

2.
whether the Commission should regard this case as a minor boundary change, exempted from notice requirements pursuant to P.U.C. Proc. R. 22.52(a); and,

3.
if this case is regarded as a minor boundary change, what notice should be required pursuant to P.U.C. Proc. R.  22.55.

If notice is recommended, the recommendation shall set forth a proposed deadline for completing such notice, and the reasons for recommending notice. Any other party may file recommendations on these issues subject to the same deadline.  A party shall have until February 23, 2000, at 3:00 p.m. to file its reply to any alleged deficiencies or proposed notice requirements.

Proposed Procedural Schedule.  This application involves a boundary change that may be exempted from the requirement for notice pursuant to P.U.C. Proc. R. 22.52(a).  It is anticipated that this application can be processed administratively without published notice or the need for a hearing.  If ORA finds no deficiencies in the application and indicates that no published notice or direct mail notice is required, the following schedule shall apply:

1.
Staff Recommendation filed




March 1, 2000

2.
CPL and RGEC responses to Staff Recommendation and

request for hearing (if disputing Staff’s recommendation)
March 8, 2000

Pleadings must be served on all parties and filed at the Commission by 3:00 p.m. on or before the dates listed above.  

Intervention.  Any proper motion for intervention shall be granted unless an objection is filed within five (5) working days from the date of receipt of the motion to intervene.  If a motion to intervene does not indicate that it has been served on all parties of record, the Commission will send copies of it to the parties, and the five-day period will run from the date of receipt of such copy.  Responses to the objections to intervene must be filed within three (3) working days from the date of receipt of the objection.  Rulings will be based upon the written pleadings unless it is determined that a prehearing conference is necessary.

Movants for intervention shall immediately enjoy all rights and bear all the obligations of party status unless and until their motions to intervene are denied.

Discovery.  Discovery may proceed informally; however, objections to Requests for Information (RFIs) must be filed and served within 10 days of receipt of the RFI.  The Objections shall include a statement that negotiations were conducted diligently and in good faith.  If the parties are unable to resolve a discovery dispute, a motion to compel a response to an RFI must be filed and served within 10 days of receipt of an objection.  The motion to compel shall set forth the grounds for the motion. 

Filing Requirements.  Service of pleadings shall be governed by P.U.C. Proc. R. 22.74.  Unless otherwise specified, responses or replies to any motion or other pleading shall be filed no later than five (5) working days after the date on which the motion or other pleading was received by the responding party.  Failure to file a timely response will be considered acquiescence to the relief requested.

Assumptions Regarding Time of Receipt:
· HAND DELIVERY - If a document has been served in person or by agent, it is assumed that the document was received on the date of filing.  

· COURIER RECEIPTED DELIVERY - If a document was served by courier receipted delivery, it is assumed that the document was received no later than the day after filing.  

· REGULAR MAIL, CERTIFIED MAIL, OR REGISTERED MAIL - If a document has been sent by regular mail, certified mail, or registered mail, it is assumed that it was received no later than three days after filing.  

· FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION - If a document is served by facsimile transmission before 3:00 p.m. on a work day, it is assumed that the document was received on that day, otherwise it is assumed that the document was received on the next work day.

All parties shall provide their current telephone and facsimile numbers, if available, to all other parties and the Commission by filing and serving all parties with such numbers.  Each party is responsible for providing the Commission and all parties with current address, telephone, and facsimile information if such information changes.  The telephone and facsimile numbers will be placed on the service list for the convenience of the parties.  Parties are responsible for updating their own service lists to reflect changed information and the addition of other parties, if any.  

Unless otherwise specified, an original and ten copies of any document relating to this proceeding must be filed with the Commission filing clerk.  A copy of any document filed with the Commission must also be served on each party of record and on the Commission's ORA as provided by P.U.C. Proc. R. 22.74.

Questions concerning the terms or conditions of this order or of any other subsequent order must be submitted in writing, filed with the Commission, and served on all parties of record.


SIGNED AT AUSTIN, TEXAS the __________ day of February, 2000.





PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS





_________________________________________





EDWARD VILANO




HEARINGS EXAMINER








OFFICE OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT

q:\opd\docket\ccn\22085-1.doc
