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TO:
Chairman Pat Wood, III
Commissioner Judy Walsh
Commissioner Brett Perlman
FROM:
Nat Treadway
Office of Policy Development

RE:
April 29, 1999, Open Meeting Agenda Item No. 31

Project No. 20176, Electric Utility Filings Pursuant to P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.223(f) Unbundling of Energy Service

April 29, 1999, Open Meeting Agenda Item No. 32

Electric Tariff Control No. 20392, Application of Houston Lighting and Power Company to Proposed Service Regulations for Public Access to Accessible Utility Information Pursuant to Subst. R. 25.223(e)(1) and (f) Unbundling of Energy Services; Electric Tariff Control No. 20402, Application of Entergy Gulf States, Inc. to Revise Tariff, Pursuant to Subst. R. 25.223(f) Unbundling of Energy Services; Electric Tariff Control No. 20406, Application Of Central Power and Light Company to Revise Tariff, Pursuant to Subst. R. 25.223(f) Unbundling of Energy Services; Electric Tariff Control No. 20407, Application of Southwestern Electric Power Company to Revise Tariff, Pursuant to Subst. R. 25.223(f) Unbundling of Energy Services; Electric Tariff Control No. 20408, Application of West Texas Utilities Company to Revise Tariff, Pursuant to Subst. R. 25.223(f) Unbundling of Energy Services; Electric Tariff Control No. 20427, Application of Southwestern Public Service Company to Revise Tariff, Pursuant to Subst. R. 25.223(f) Unbundling of Energy Services; Electric Tariff Control No. 20567, Southwestern Electric Service Company's Tariff Filing Pursuant to P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.223(f) Concerning Accessible Utility Information; Electric Tariff Control No. 20568, Texas Utilities Electric Company's Tariff Filing Pursuant to P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.223(f) Concerning Accessible Utility Information; Electric Tariff Control No. 20628, Pedernales Electric Cooperative, Inc. Tariff and Table Of Contents Pursuant to Subst. R. 25.223(f) Regarding Accessible Utility Information; Electric Tariff Control No. 20631, El Paso Electric Company Tariff Filing Pursuant to Subst. R. 25.223(f) Regarding Accessible Utility Information

DATE:
April 22, 1999

The Commission adopted new §25.223, relating to the Unbundling of Energy Service, at its November 5, 1998 open meeting.  Electric utilities have filed reports to (1) describe each energy service provided to retail customers, and (2) develop a plan relating to “accessible utility information.”  In addition, ten utilities have proposed new tariffs to implement their individual plans for accessible utility information. 

The rule allows the Commission 120 days to review these reports and tariff filings and notify the utilities of acceptance.  That deadline occurs in mid-May for several utilities and later for utilities that were granted a filing extension.  The purpose of this memorandum is to discuss several procedural matters, including a request for an extension in the deadline for the review of the reports. 

Action requested

The staff requests that the Commission extend until August 31, 1999, the deadline for a review of (1) energy service reports and (2) plans relating to accessible utility information.  No action is requested regarding the ten tariffs being processed by a Docket Management Administrative Law Judge under separate control numbers. 

Report on energy services

Commission staff
 is reviewing the utility filings to identify deficiencies, prepare a report on energy services in Texas, and prepare recommendations relating to the unbundling of energy services for the Commission’s consideration.

Plan for accessible utility information

Commission staff
 is continuing to review the utility plans for accessible utility information.  A recommendation will be prepared for the Commission’s consideration. 

Accessible utility information tariffs

Nine investor-owned utilities and one electric cooperative have proposed new service regulations relating to accessible utility information.  Additional tariffs may be proposed by utilities that have not yet filed proposed tariffs.  These filings are subject to administrative review and approval under P.U.C. Subst. R. 25. 223 and P.U.C. Proc. R. 22.33.  No action by the Commissioners is necessary.

The Office of Regulatory Affairs (ORA) has filed recommendations relating to approval of six of these tariffs on an interim basis for six months.  Additional Commission direction regarding accessible utility information may be provided to ORA staff and electric utilities after the Commission considers the utility plans for accessible utility information.
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� Nat Treadway of OPD and Gordon Alexander and Bob Dailey of ORA.


� Nat Treadway of OPD and Gordon Alexander, Connie Corona, and Bob Dailey of ORA will review the plans and prepare a recommendation.  These four staff members will not communicate with the ORA staff members responsible for tariff review in the separate control numbers.





